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Aitken’s house of lies collapses 


Ex-minister feces 
ruin and 

perjury investigation 

Kim Sengupta 


£frfUu (k/7ue&r 



Jonathan Aitken. the former 
Cabinet minister who was once 
tipped as a future Tory leader, 
was last night a broken, humil- 
iated man, facing financial ruin 
and branded a “serial liar". 

He will now face a police 
investigation into whether he 
committed perjury during his 
High Court libel action against 
77ie Guardian newspaper and 
Granada Television, which be 
sensationally dropped yesterday. 

Mr Aitken, who resigned 
from the Cabinet m 1995 to pur- 
sue his legal campaign - using, 
in his words, the “sword of 
truth" and the “shield of fair 
play" - now faces costs esti- 
mated at up to £25 million. 

He dropped the action after 
documents came to light indi- 
cating that he had lied to the 
High Court, and to the Prime 
Minister, John Major, and the 
Cabinet Secretary, Sir Robin 
Butler, over a stay at the Ritz 
Hotel, Paris, for which he said 
his wife had paid the bill. The 
documents indicated that she 
was not in Paris at the time Mr 
Aitken said because she was in 
Geneva with their daughter 
The Guardian last night 
urged the Director of. Public 
Prosecutions and the police to 
consider bringing criminal 
proceedings against Mr Aitken. 

. The newspaper confirmed 
that it had written two letters, 
one to the BPP, Barbara Mills, 
and the other- to the Metro- 
politan Police ComonssienfcT, ' 
Sir .Paul Condon. A 'spokes- 
woman for Tfte Guardian - said - 

^ iheTeyers explain edwhyita aj- 
: - 'f- i legations against Mr Aitkeo,of. 
T ./perjury or conspiracy to pervert 
> 4the course of justice shpuld-be 
1 \investij§rt£d. Its moves iocon- 
- "lact Ype DPP and the police 



SWORD DF TRUTH 


came hours 

after Mr Aitken dramatically 
discontinued his action against 
the newspaper and Granada 
Television in the face of last- 
minute evidence accusing him 
of lying. The 54-year-old former 
Defence Procurement Minister 
and Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
sury had sued over allegations 
that he was financially depen- 
dent upon the Saudis, pimped 
for them, and was involved in 
secret arms deals. 

Mr Aitken had claimed his 
personal, political and profes- 
sional reputation had been 
“butchered” by the newspaper 
articles and a World in Action 
broadcast, “Jonathan of Ara- 
bia", which appeared iu April 
1995. Neither Mr Aitken nor his 
wife, Lolicia, who on Thureday. 
announced the-uouple’s seipa- 
' radon, were in court to beak fife 
counsel. Mr Charles Gray QC, 
announce to Mr Justice iPop- 
"plcwell, gyring a 60- second 
hearing dw the action was be- 
ing withdrawn. 

A Cro amP rosectrtion Service 
spokesnumiafrr thn t once 77ui- 
Guardian had placed its eyi- 



Family fife: Jonathan and boflcia Aitken and their chBdren (front lefr; Alexandra, Victoria and William, at their Westminster home in happier times Photograph: Tiddy Maitland-Trtterton 


deuce in the hands of the Sir 
Paul Condon “a police investi- 
gation will proceed in the nor- 
mal way". Ai the end of the 
investigation the police would, 
“in the normal course of events, 
submit a report if they felt pro- 
ceedings were justified". 

The maximum sentence for 
perjury is seven years, while the 
rajudmum penalty for perver- 
sion of the course of justice is 
jyhfe imprisonment and/or a fine. 

Alan Rusbridger, editor of 


The Guardian said: “Jonathan 
Aitken seems to have impaled 
himself on the simple sword of 
truth. H>r three years he has bed 
to newspapers, lied to the Cab- 
inet Secretary, lied to the Prime 
Minister and lied to his col- 
leagues. Now he has made his 
fatal mistake by lying on oath 
to the High Court." 

The former editor, Peter Pre- 
ston, described Mr Aitken as 
a “serial liar". He said: “The 
Cabinet Secretary was lied to, 


the Prime Minister was lied to, 
the court was lied to. It was one 
big fie." 

Throughout the trial Mr 
Aitken had been repeatedly 
accused of lying by Mr George 
Carman, QC, the defence coun- 
sel, whDe in the witness box. The 
former minister admitted to 
being “ less than candid" lo the 
Independent Broadcasting Au- 
thority over Saudi investment in 
TV-am, carrying out “sharp 
editing" in a letter he had writ- 


ten to Sir Robin Butler, and 
“dissembling” when he hid the 
Saudi ownership of the Ingle- 
wood health hydro in New- 
bury, Berks. 

In one remarkable exchange, 
he was asked directly by Mr Chr- 
raan: “Wasn't this a rather po- 
lite and sophisticated way to say 
you were not telling the truth?" 
Mr Aitken replied: “I choose my 
words sensibly". Mr Ait ken's 
business activities were as com- 
plex as his understanding of 


truth and lies. The house he 
owns in Lord North Street, 
Westminster, is now worth 
more than £ 1.5 million, but it 
is unclear where he got the mon- 
ey to buy the house originally. 

His home in Sandwich. Kent, 
is owned by an off-shore com- 
pany in Panama. Mr Aitken told 
the court that it was gift from 
the grandmother of his wife 
Lolicia. He owns laud in New 
South Wales. Australia, and 
until 1990 was the chairman of 


the family run Aitken-Hume 
merchant bank. He also appears 
to have a number of ofishorc 
bank accounts. 

Amid all the scathing criti- 
cism. Mr Ailken had one voice 
of support. Tory MP Alan Clark 
said: “ It is a tragedy. I am im- 
mensely sympathetic to him. It 
is going to be a great loss for the 
Tory party." 

Nemesis of a golden boy. 

page 3 

Leading article, page 19 


• r 


■V 


r* 



ir ■ - 




the Sue 







..David Lister 

Arts News Editor 




The BBC has been secretly 
. schooling the Duchess of York 

• as a chat show host and wifi 
shortly announce that she is to 
have her own radio series. 

- .. .' Astonishingly the Duchess of 

• York has been working on the 

IHtot programme and her train- 
ing course at Broadcasting 
House for nearly four months 
without being noticed. by the 
journalists there- 
. The Duchess has already m- 
■ ■ terviewed celebrities as diverse 
as Pavarotti, Joan Collins and 
. the head barman at the Savoy 
hotel. She has made some of the 
recordings at Broadcasting 

• House with BBC executives 
. from director-general John Bin 
: downwards informed and sworn 

• to secrecv- The interview with 
.Pavarotti" was taking place in 

Italy yesterday. 


The Duchess has not been 
paid a fee, but she has been giv- 
en a' BBC training course and 
assigned atop ranking produc- 
er, Sally Eeldman, the former 
editor of Woman 's Hour . She is 
also likely to get a share of the 
profits on the sale of the pro- 
gramme abroad. 

However, while the senes 
wifi be sold abroad it will not ini- 
tially be broadcast in the UK. 
This is understood to be at the 
request of the Duchess. 

The Queen has not been 
told of the venture. 

BBC sources were keen to 
stress that none of the exercise 
has been funded by the licence 
fee. It is all being funded by 
BBC Worldwide, the corpora- 
tion’s international arm, which 
plans to sell the shows abroad. 

It is already negotiating to sell 
the Ffergic chat shows to Amer- 
ica, the first time that a BBC ra- 
dio chat show series will have. 


Duchess of Ybrte Expects to make 
royalties from overseas sales 


been sold to the US. One BBC 
insider said: “We needed lo 
raise our profile in the US ra- 
dio market- 

“It’s a 12.8 bn dollar business 
with 10,000 radio stations. We 
wanted to enter the chat show 
market and we needed a real- 
ly sexy chat show host, a really 
interesting and unusual type. 
We approached the Duchess 
about it. 

“She wants to take life seri- 
ously, and she lakes the BBC 
very seriously. She has proved 
to be a rivet ting' chat show 
host!" • 

However, while the weekly 
series' will be sold widely 
abroad, there are no plans at the 
moment tu broadcast it in 
Britain. 

John Willan. director of Ra- 
dio International, said yesrer- 
day: “We are at an early stage 
bu t so far the signs are that she 
has a natural ralem for radio." 


MoD knew for 
year of faulty 
plastic bullets 


Anthony Bevins' 
and Fran Abrams 


The Ministry of Defence knew 
for more than a year that ex- 
cessively dangerous plastic 
bullets were being used in 
Northern Ireland. 

Parliament was told on 10 
June that “a significant pro- 
portion" of plastic bullets sup- 
plied for use in 1994 had been 
found Lo have “muzzle veloci- 
ties in excess of the upper lim- 
it in the equipment specific- 
ation". They were being fired at 
a higher speed than the Ministry 
limit. 

Thai suggests some Defence 
officials knew faulty, highspeed 
bullets were being used in dis- 
turbances associated with last 
summer's 1 marching season. 
More than 8,000 rounds were 
fired last year. 

John Sellar, a junior De- 
fend Minister, said in reply to 
a pre-arranged question earli- 
er this month that all suspect 
rounds had been withdrawn 
from, use in ApriL 

But in answer to fqllow-up 

S uestions put down this week by 
nan Sedgemore, Labour MP 
for Hackney South and Shored- 
itch, the ministry yesterday dis- 


closed that it first discovered the 
fault in early 1996 following “tri- 
als" carried out in 1995. 

John Reid, Minister for the 
Armed Forces, told Mr Sedge- 
more: “Assessment of these ini- 
tial tests in early 1996 indicated 
some of the rounds were going 
marginally faster than the spec- 
ified velocity, but the tests were 
nol considered conclusive.". 

Nevertheless, Adam Ingram, 
a Northern Ireland Minister, 
told Mr Sedgemore: “The RUC 
received notification from the 
Ministry of Defence on 24 
March. 1997 that some 1994 
rounds were outside the agreed 
. specification. All rounds were 
withdrawn by 25 April 1997." 

The Northern Ireland Office 
does not know whether any sus- 
pect bullets were fired after the 
March warning. 

Mr Sedgemore told The In- 
dependent yesterday he was as- 
tonished die MoD should have 
taken a year to tell the RUC of 
the fault, and was more aston- 
ished k took a month to with- 
draw the dangerous missiles 
and that no Commons an- 
nouncement was made for an- 
other six weeks. 

“This. may not be the last 
Conservative cover-up that we 


discover in Whitehall but it 
could well be one of the worst," 
he said. 

Asked why an announce- 
ment had been delayed. Dr 
Reid told the MP it was a mat- 
ter for the Tories. “These events 
relate to a previous adminis- 
tration,” be said. “I am advised 
by officials that issues con- 
cerning the performance of 
plastic baton rounds were un- 
der consideration between the 
departments concerned and no 
decision bad then been reached 
on the form or timing of a pub- 
lic announcement." 

According to the Commons 
answers, the RUC has fired 
7.437 rounds and the Armed 
Forces have fired 1,424 ance the 
faulty bullets were issued on 18 
May 1994. But Defence sources 
earlier told The Independent 
the RUC fired 6,951 rounds last 
year alone, with another 1386 
fired by the Army. Most had 


Mr Ingram told Mr Sedge- 
more: "There have been 94 al- 
leged injuries associated with 
incidents involving use of plas- 
tic baton rounds since the be- 
ginning of 1994." 

Blair move on talks, page 11 
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Parkinson returns 
William Hague brought Lord 
Parkinson back as chairman of 
the Tory party. Peter Lilley, 
Michael Howard, John Red- 
wood and Stephen DorreU are 
I in (he Shadow Cabinet. Page 4 
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BBC apologises for child 
sex confession in show 

*® for Harlow, that the 



On Tuesday, Robert Kilnty Silk (pS^;^ 0 ft£^ 

programme said that he was 
confident the interview 
had been properly conducted 
and that it was folly within (he 
remit of the BBC to inform 
and entertain. 

But BBC now says it is "not 
satisfied that procedures were 
fully adhered to". The BBC is 
now having talks with Kilroy 
Television, maker of the show, 
to stop it happening again. The 
police were called to the 
studios last week and arrested 
a man who was later released. 

Paul McCann 

Killer of homosexual gets life 

The killer of a 47-year-old homosexual man beaten to death at a 
picnic site was jailed for life yesterday. Norwich Crown Court 
heard that Marc Kelsey of Lakenheath, Suffolk, suffered at least 20 
"?. ra a baseball bat. His skull was fractured in several places. 
His kfller, Andrew Wnght, 28, of Cherry Hinton, 

Cambridgeshire, attacked him at the popular site on the Bury St 
Ed munds to MiMenhaJl road in Suffolk, which was used as a. 
meeting place for gays Tie denied the April 1994 murder but was 
unanimously convicted by the jury. 

Priest quits after sexism charge 

A respected female priest is set to leave the Church of England in 
London after accusing It of sexual discrimination. 

The Reverend Claire Wilson, 54, who is among the front-runners 
for the Preacher of the Year title, decided to move from the capital 
after she was overlooked for the potation of priest in a series of 
churches. 

a I am not bitter, but the Diocese of London is not known for its 
welcoming attitude towards women," 1 said Mrs Wilson. "In a 
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female is doubly difficult 1 believe there should be some sort of 
reverse discrimination ... There is a tendency in London to regard 
women as a problem rather than a resource.” 

Damages to MS crash chauffeur 

The courts yesterday recognised for the first time that the incurable 
nerve disease multiple sclerosis can be triggered by the trauma of 
an accident. ' 

Judge Anthony Kenny, sitting at the High Court, awarded more 
than £300,000 damages to a former chauffeur who became a victim 
of the debilitating illness after suffering whiplash injuries in a 
collision with a fire engine. The judge accepted expert evidence 
that Joseph Kennedy began suffering from the disease after it was 
sparked by the accident in. Kensington High Street, west London. 

NHS unions accept cap on pay rise 

The Government's determination to foDow the Toiy 
administration's policy on pay was underlined yesterday when 
union leaders accepted a 33 per cent pay rise on behalf of 150,000 
administrative and clerical workers in the National Health Service. 
The deal was similar to that recommended by the nurses' pay 
review body under the previous government. Like the nurses, the 
white collar staff will receive 2 per cent from April and a further 
13 per cent from December. Barrie dement 

Man jailed for IRA murders freed 

Gapping and cheering broke out in the Court of Appeal in Belfast 
yesterday when 39-year-old Patrick Kane was cleared of 
'involvement in the murder of two Army corporals in Belfast in 
1988. Mr Kane himself was not in court to hear the verdict as the 
prison van bringing him from the Maze prison was held up in 
traffic. But his elderly parents, Barney and Maureen, were hugged 
by their other children as they waited for him to arrive. “It's the 
happiest day of ray life," said Mrs Kane, from Anderaonstown, 

West Belfast. 

Overcome with emotion Mr Kane said: *1 just hoping and 
praying that this day would come. It is thanks to my legal team that 
I am standing here. But there are two other men. Mickey Timmons 
and Sean Kelly, who sbould be here with me." He was sentenced to 
life imprisonment in 1990 along with Timmons and Kelly for aiding 
and abetting the murders of CpIs Derek Wood and David Howes 
during an IRA funeral. 

Mike Coleman 

In an article headlined ‘Sacked union man to appeal' (9 April), we 
reported Mr Coleman's 1996 earnings from BA and the union as 
be mg more than £100.000. 

He has asked us to make it clear that his income was actually 
about £42,000, and that the BA internal inquiry was unable to 
conclude whether or not he had spat at an official from a smaller 
union, as had been alleged. We are happy to set the record 
straight. 
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NEW VOCATION: A seewity guard wtxrwas widely praised after he sawed a baby fr^ fbo bonfein 
Manchester is bit become a monk. Tbny Gotret (above) stiff what he had experienced had made nan realise, 
the need for peace. He carted a baby to safety when the massive explosion showered the child’s pramwitti 
- glass. A photographer caught the dramatic rescue and the picture appeared hi newspapers across Main. 


Businessman’s gift fulfils 
Shakespearean ambition 


I^Tart Watkm is a millionaire businessman determined 
1C to be known as a patron of the arts. Yesterday he 
I Xsucceeded, wooing the English Shakespeare 
Company to Newcastle, where the national touring com- 
pany will now be based. 

For years, the entrepreneur, who had bought the New 
Tyne Theatre and Opera House, had tried to woo the 
D’Oyty Carte company from Birmingham to perform iGBbert 
and Sullivan (one of his passions) in Newcastle. Tha com- 
pany refused and their relationship ended In rancour. 

But yesterday saw the news that he had persuaded 
the ESC to move out of London, and to be based in 
the city where the Royal Shakespeare Company already 
has an annual season. The ESC win continue to be a 
touring company, but their tours will be launched from 
Newcastle and they will undertake education and com- 
munity work in Newcastle. 

For its artistic director, Michael Bogdanov, it will be 
a return to the city where, in the 1970s, he was associ- 
ate director of the Tyneside Theatre Company, based 
at the University Theatre, now the Newcastle Playhouse. 


Fred Perry’s 
trophies sold 
for £300,000 

The relatives of England’s greatest 
tennis star, Fred Perry, yesterday 
auctioned off all his trophies and 
mementos for nearly £300,000 in a 
pre-Wimbledon sale at Christie's. 

A trophy Perry (right) received 
for winning Wimbledon in 1934 and 
one for winning the US title three 
times both reached £36,700. The 
racquet with which he won his first 
Wimbledon title, in 1933, which had 
been expected to raise £1,500, ac- 
tually fetched £23,000. 

Penny Perry, his 39-year-old 
daughter, and a tennis player her- 
self, was said by a Christie's 
spokeswoman to be “absolutely 
thrilled” with the outcome of the 
sale. “She was particularly grati- 
fied by the sate of the racquet," 
said the spokeswoman. “She now 
feels more than happy that the 
family made the right decision to 
sell. She's realty, really euphoric." 

Perry, the son of a Labour MP 
from Lancashire, had intended his 
trophies to remain at the Lawn 
Tennis Museum at the All England 
Chib, in his words, “for perpetu- 
ity". But three days before the start 
of this year's Wimbledon - where 
Perry took the men's singles three 
years in a row - it became clear 
that the ongoing feud between the 
Perry family and the Wimbledon 
authorities had not been resolved. 



Perry had become persona non 
grata at the club when he turned 
professional and left for the US in 
1936. Bobby Perry, the tennis 
legend's fourth wife and 78-year- 
old widow, feels she owes the club 
nothing. “These days I have to 
fight to get a couple of tickets," 
she said. They never even made 
me a member.” 

Penny is all in favour of her 
mother benefiting financially. 
“Fred's gone, there's no emotional 
pull, no personal qualms,” she 
said. “As far as my mother's con- 
cerned, they were won before she 
met him anyway, and we know 
what he did, so why do we need to 
look at trophies?” dare Gamer 


Mr Watkln, a former “north-east businessman of the 
year” for his running of the Gateshead printing machine 
company Crabtree, bought the Victorian opera house 
in 1995 as part of a drive to regenerate the run-down 
Westgate Road area of the city. Yesterday he said: “This 
is brilliant news for Newcastle - it wifi put the city firm- 
ly on the arts map. 

“This company, with such an outstanding artistic cred- 
ibility; will help market the region both nationally and 
internationally white their education programme wffl make 
a material difference to arts in the region.” 

Mr Vttatkin said he was giving the ESC £100,000 to 
help fund its operations in Newcastle. 

“The greatest thing about the English Shakespeare 
Company coming is their education programme," he said. 

‘They put 100,000 children a year through their ed- 
ucation programme. We are going to build on that We 
are going to take it, as far as I am concerned, up to 1 
million children a year. It will make Newcastle a centre 
for children's theatre." 

David Lister 


Stowaway feces 
wait on asylum 

An Indian man who flew to Britain 
by stowing away in the wheelbay 
of a jumbo jet will have to wait 
eight weeks to learn if he will be al- 
lowed to stay in the country. 

Pardeep Saimi. 22, a car me- 
chanic from the Punjab, endured 
temperatures of -60C as he clung 
on in the wheelbay of a Boeing 
747 on its 10-hour journey to 
Heathrow last October. 

Doctors believe Mr Saimi only 
survived because his body went 
into a form of suspended anima- 
tion. 

His 18-year-old brother, Vijay, 
died of hypothermia and his body 
fell from the plane as it passed 
over Richmond, Surrey. 

Yesterday an asylum appeals tri- 
bunal reserved judgment over 
Pardeep Salmi's appeal against 
deportation to India. 

Mr Saimi was not at the hearing 
in central London because he has 
suffered post-traumatic stress dis- 
order and depression as a result of 
his ordeal. 

Adjudicator Kate Eshun said 
after hearing two hours of evi- 
dence that it would be difficult to 
come to a decision because Mr 
Saimi had not been able to give 
evidence to clarify discrepancies in 
interviews conducted by immigra- 
tion officials. 

Mr Saimi is currently living with 
an uncle in Southall, west London. 
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FIREARMS 

Illegal guns used in most shootings 

A special Home Office report on gun crime found that 129 victims 
out of 196 were killed by illegally held weapons, t be Government 
disclosed yesterday. Analysis of homicides between 1992 and 1994 
investigated 19b shootings in England and Wales. 

In a Commons written reply, the Home Office minister Alun 
Michael said it was not possible to identify incidents where only 
non-fatal injuries were caused, but police figures showed that the 
largest number of shootings with such weapons took place in 
London, where there were 42 homicides. 

Thirty-three shootings involved handguns and seven out of nine 
shotgun killings involved 12-bore shotguns. 

The West Midlands force had 12 murders, of which six involved 
shotguns and six handguns and in Greater Manchester there was a 
total of six killings, ana two of the victims died from Magnum rounds. 

ECOLOGY 

Hidden danger in organic fertilisers 

Organic fertilisers may not be as green and wholesome as 
gardeners think, and could even introduce deadly dangers to the 
vegetable patch, it was claimed yesterday. 

Fertilisers m arketed as organic can come from the waste of 
intensively Canned animals which are fed a cocktail of chemicals 
and kept in cramped conditions, according to research by the 
Consumers’ Association. 

They can also be made np of slaughterhouse waste, despite 
concerns over the effectiveness of treatments to kill off dangerous 
organisms from meat and bonemesl, it cl ai m e d . 

The report, in this month's Gardening Which?, said more and 
more gardeners were turning away from chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides, m favour of more natural products. 

The association is calling for a dearer definition of the term 
“organic’’ and a ban on the sale of waste from Intensive fanning in 
products labelled “organic". ^ 
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the raw material for UK newspapers 
m the first half of 1996 
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Nemesis of the 

golden boy who 
cut too many 
corners 
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Kim Sengupta 
and Ian Burrell 


There were a few eyebrows raised 
among Jonathan Aitken’s friends 
when he announced his plans to 
many Loliria Azucki. 

The handsome young MP had 
built up a reputation fora string of 
liaisons with well-known women in- 
cluding Antonia Fraser, Soraya 
Khashoggi, Germaine Greer and 
Carol Thatcher. Was he, they 
mused, really ready to settle down? 

In the event, the marriage last- 
ed 18years. produced a son and twin 
daughters before crashing spectac- 
ularly on the day Mr Ailken sig- 
nalled Elis humiliating High Court 
libel surrender and began a lonely 
journey which may see him face 
charges of perjury. 

Mr Aitken had been tipped as a 
future Tory leader when he finally 
married in 1979. Yet Margaret 
Thatcher left him on the back- 
benches for 18 years, leaving him to 
look on helplessly as people of in- 
ferior ability overtook him into 
ministerial jobs. One view was that 
be offended the then Prime Minis- 
ter by not proposing marriage to her 
daughter. 

However, Mrs Thatcher was 
hardly likely to offer prefennen t to 
a young back-bencher who told a 
Cairo newspaper: “1 wouldn't say 
she is open-minded on the Middle 
East so much as empty-headed. She 
probably thinks Sinai is the plural 
of sinus.” 

Ignored by Mrs Thatcher, Mr 
Ailken pursued his interests in the 
Arab world with increasing vigour. 


As a young executive with Slater- 
Wilker, he met Prince Mohammed, 
the son of the Saudi King, with Said 
Ayas in Paris. The three were to 
build up strong business links over 
the years. 

Mr Aitken became a director of 
Aj Bilad. a company owned by 
Prince Mohammed, giving him ac- 
cess to Saudi money. In 1981 he 
signed a deal with the* Saudis on be- 
half of Aitken Telecommunications 
Holdings Limited, of which he was 
a director, to obtain £ 2.1m. 

The money was pul into the 
fledgling breakfast television station 
TV-am, where ATHL had a stake. 
But he failed to tell fellow directors 
of the Saudi involvement and ad- 
mitted in court to a "lack of can- 
dour” with the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, whose rules 
he may have broken. 

His wealth of contacts and knowl- 
edge of the defence industry did not 
go unnoticed by John Major who 
made the talented Aitken his de- 
fence procurement minister soon af- 
ter he became Prime Minister. Two 
years later he became chief secre- 
tary to the treasury. 

Mr Aitken described in court how 
he was introduced to his future wife 
while a backbench MP by the moth- 
er of Said Ayas. a friend and Sau- 
di business contact who was also an 
assistant to Prince Mohammed, 
the son of the Saudi King. 

He recalled: “She used to tease 
me about my bachelor status and 
girlfriends who seemed to be part 
of the moving scene, and told me 
to settle down and get married. One 
day she rang up and said ‘1 will bring 


a wonderful girl who would be a per- 
fect wife for you and l would like 
you to meet her’. 

“I didn't believe in matchmaking 
but lo and behold after what seemed 
like an eternal courtship it worked. 
I married her in 1979 and Mrs Ayas 
and her family were very much fart 
of this event.** 

Yugoslav-born Lnlicia seemed lo 
have set her cap on him from the 
beginning. On their first date, Mr 
Aitken took her dancing at 
Annabel's. He recalled: “As we 
stepped on to the dance floor, af- 
ter an acquaintance of IS minutes, 
she said: *l'd like you to know that 
you're the man 1 am going to mar- 
ry*. I said: ‘don't be ridiculous', but 
site has this antenna.” The wedding 
was at St Margaret's, Westminster, 
in November 1979. 

Friends and relations say out- 
wardly Mr and Mrs Aitken seemed 
contented. Loliria is an economist 
by profession and she was given an 
import-export business by her fa- 
ther. and also had a clothing factory. 

But there were cracks under the 
surface. Tvo years ago, Mr Aitken 
admitted in a Sunday newspaper 
that he had a two-year affair with 
a woman called Paula Sirudwick 
which started only a lew months af- 
ter his marriage. He did not know 
at the time she was a prostitute and 
had specialised in sado-masochism. 

The couple led increasingly sep- 
arate lives. Mrs Aitken said once: 
“Everybody knows I am a really 
thick political wife. It’s a big joke. 
I don’t understand politics.” Wien 
her husband became Chief Secre- 
tary, she was at a Buddhist retreat. 




Rise and fall: Jonathan Aitken, whose reputation, and m a r ria ge, Des in mins 


Photograph: lari Griffiths 
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The evidence that undid 
a minister of the Crown 


The evidence which damned Jonathan 
Aitken came from examination of airlines 
and car hire records. Mr Aitken, then de- 
fence procurement minister, had told 
Whitehall and later the High Court that he, 
his wife Loliria, and their daughter Victo- 
ria were stopping off in Paris on their way 
to Switzerland where Victoria was to start 
at a new school 

They were to travel separately. Mrs 
Aitken and Victoria got to Paris before him 
and stayed at the flat of Said Ayas’s sister. 
When Mr Aitken arrived he was told by Mr 
Ayas that mother and daughter had already 
gone to Switzerland. He stayed at the Pans 
Ritz before going to meet them. 

He claimed the hotel bin was paid by Mrs 
Aitken when she returned to Paris from 
Geneva. The Guardian and World in Ac- 
tion maintained it was paid by an assistant 
of Prince Mohammed, and the real reason 
for Mr Aitken's visit to Paris was to discuss 
an arras sale. Acceptance of Prince Mo- 
hammed's hospitality would have meant Mr 
Aitken was in gross breach of guidelines 
on ministerial conduct. 

The woman who settled the bill was a 
"brunette lady of European aspect", said 
the Paris Rite's manager. On Thursday. Mrs 
Aitken was due to give evidence under oath 
that she was that woman. There had been 
much light-hearted banter in court over her 
hair. Mr Aitken had smilingly told the judge 
how his wife, who was now blonde, was in 
the habit of ch ang i n g the colour. 



Crucial evidence: The Ritz bUI, which Mr 
Aitken claimed that his wife had paid 

According to this version, Mrs Aitken 
had returned to Paris and had a bath in Mr 
Aitken's room while be left the hotel. Lat- 
er she paid part of the bill with cash given 
to her by Mr Aitken. There .was shortfall 
accidentally covered by a nephew of Mr 
Ayas, who Mr Aitken later reimbursed. Mrs 
Aitken was going to be backed up in her 
evidence from the witness box by her moth- 
er and Victoria. 

But then George Carman QC, counsel 
for the defence, produced British Airways 
documents showing tickets had been 
booked for Mrs Aitken and Victoria direct 
from London to Geneva and back, without 
a break in Paris. A sworn statement by 
Wendy Harris, who is employed by BAs Se- 
curity and Investigation Services, said mi- 
crofilm records revealed flight coupons for 
“Mrs L Aitken” and “Miss V Ailken” on 
the 830am flight from Heathrow to Gene- 
va on 17 September. Hie coupons also 
showed return flights booked for Mrs 


Aitken from Geneva lo Heathrow at 
19.05pm on Monday 20 September, and for 
Miss Aitken at 12.05pm on 13 December. 
Ms Harris said: “It would not have been pos- 
sible to retrieve flight coupons for a pas- 
senger unless they did travel on that flight." 

In the case of Mis Aitken the price was 
£147 and, in Miss Aitken's case, £242 - due 
lo the interval between outward and return 
flights. Ms Harris concludei “It follows 
from what I have said in this statement that 
the only way it would be possible for the 
plaintiff's wife and daughter to demonstrate 
that they did not in fact travel on the flights 
referred to would be if one of the follow- 
ing events occurred: 

■“By coincidence, two other ladies by the 
name of Mrs L Aitken and Miss V Aitken 
travelled on these flights; 

■ “If there was a transfer of the tickets, for 
example if these ladies gave their tickets 
and passports to two other similar looking 
ladies who travelled under the names of Mrs 
and Miss Aitken, and this was not identi- 
fied by passport control. 

“In the absence of one of these eventu- 
alities, British Airways would interpret the 
information as indicating that Mrs L 
Ailken and Miss V Aitken travelled on the 
flights referred to in the documents." 

Car hire documents from Geneva airport 
also showed that Mis Aitken returned a ve- 
hicle she had rented for the weekend at al- 
most exactly the time that she was supposed 
to have been paying the bill at the Ritz. 


Sixties hubris: 
Aitken’s vision of 
how the world 
would be run 

Khn Seneupta by the new fashion”- He ended 

Rim sengup ^ praising their energy, vitali- 

amhitiiw and chpjdriness. 


The Young Meteors were 

meant to be the best and the 
brightest of their generation, ns- 
ingefforriessly to claim th«r 
places as the country s leaders. 
Yesterday at the High 

CourLJonathan Aitken who 
wrote about this £hte and saw 
himself as one of them, crashed 
to earth as meteors inevitably 
do in the end. 

MrAitken\7fete«y^ 
teors was published in July 1967. 
It was seen as ronodasuc. 
catching ihe mood of the time 
and describing a new -aristocracy 
who were talented and _ suc- 
cessful. but also deeply inter- 
ested in hedonism. 

The oldest was born in W30, 
the ymingest in 1945. Mr n 
began with the words of the de- 
simer Maiy 33 : 

“Middle age has been abolished 


jv, a mb ition and cheekiness. 

He also accused them of 
misdirecting those qualities for 
“superficial fields of instant 
success" and of being “ ambi- 
tious to be somebody, rather 
than something". 

The group ranged from pop 
to politics. Among those who 
made it were Nigel Lawson, 
David Steel, then 29 .Roy Hal- 
tersley and Peter Wfclker, both 
35 Tony Newton. 30, Norman 
Lamont, 25, and Nigel Lawson, 
then editing the Spectator at 35. 

From the world of aits there 
were Michael Winner and Su- 
sannah York, a 28-year-old 
Melvyn Bragg. Tom Courteney 
and Vhnessa Redgrave. 

Most of them.chosen by Mr 
Aitken went on to achieve hip 
office and critical and com- 
mercial success. 



Aitken's young meteors: (clockwise from top left) Peter 
Walker, Melvyn Bragg, Michael Winner and David Steel 


Some were to fail. Robert 
Fraser, owner of art galleries, 
was sent to jail for drug traf- 
ficking. He died erf Aids. An- 
other one to go to prison was 
Gerald Ronson after his con- 
viction at the Guinness trial. 

John Stephen, “ Mr Carna- 
by St” had 25 boutiques in Lon- 
don, 24 in the US, and 21 in 
Europe- But he lost control of 


his companies in the 1970s. 

Barbara Hulanicki went bust 
in 1978 and Tbm Hustler, Old 
Etonian darling of the debs and 
the top society photographer of 
the future, according to Mr 
Aitken, became a wedding pho- 
tographer in Reading, 

There were also people Mr 
Aitken failed, to spot. They in- 
clude Margaret Thatcher. 
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label. But we’ll bet you’re too young to remember these. 

They were designed by Jack Daniel himself for some 
special botdings at the turn of the century. And, since 
everyone seems interested in old-fashioned things today, 
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New Tories new men: Hague brings four leadership challengers into his Shadow Cabinet 


Parkinson to 
oversee party 



Iran Abrams 

Rjlrtical Corresponde nt 

The ghost of Margaret Thatch- 
er hung over Willi am Hague’s 
shoulder last night as. he 
announced that Cecfl Parkinson 
was to be the new chairman of 
the Conservative Party. 

The appointment of Lord 
Parkinson, a dose associate of 
the former prime minister led 
to speculation that he had 
played a part in securing 
Baroness Thatcher’s endorse- 
ment for Mr Hague’s cam- 
paign. 

The new Conservative 
leader, elected on Thursday 
after a battle to the finish with 
the former chancellor Kenneth 
Oarke, spent Lhe day persuad- 
ing the four other contenders to 
serve in his Shadow Cabinet. 

Mr Clarke had already said 
he did not want a post after Mr 
Hague announced his shadow 
ministers would have to stick to 
hK policy of keeping Britain out 
of the single currency for at least 
five years. 

Late yesterday afternoon a 


spokesman for Mr Hague an- 
^that f e E Sp? c 
P&ter . Lflley, the former social 
“*un«y secretary, would be his 
shadow Chancellor. 

Michae] Howard, the for- 
mer home secretary, win be 
{ °icign secretary and 
wikh Redwood ’ toe former 

to challenge John Major, 
wiJJ be shadow secretary of 
state for trade and industry 
Stephen Dorrell, former 
secretary, wfll shadow 
David Bhmkett at the Depart- 
ment of Education and Em- 
ployment. Conservative sources 
said it was “not envisaged” that 
j Hague would choose a 
deputy leader. 

AQ the former candidates had 
accepted the first jobs they 
were offered, he added; “We are 
oefighted that after the result 
last night all the contenders are 

Prepared to serve and to be seen 

t0 do so with some relish." 

■ w e biggest surprise came 
with the appointment of Lord 
™kmson earlier in the day. The 

66-year-old former energy sec- 


retary will hold the job for two 
years and take on the task of re- 
building the party after its dis- 
astrous election defeat As well 
as being known for resigning 
over an affair with his secretary 
Sara Keays, he is remembered 
for running the successful 1983 
election campaign for the Con- 
servatives during a previous 
two-year spell as chairman. 

He announced his backing 
for Mr Hague early in the for- 
mer Welsh secretary's leader- 
ship campaign. Although it was 
reportea that Ladv Thatcher, a 
dose assodare of Lord Parkin- 
son, had met Mr Hague she did 
not publicly endorse him until 
Wednesday, after Mr Clarke 
formed a united campaign with 
Mr Redwood. 

Despite claims that the ap- 
pointment indicated he was 
still looking over his shoulder at 
the Thatcher years, Mr Hague 
said his Shadow Cabinet would 
include all wings of the party. 

He told a crowd of reporters 
outside Conservative Central 
Office that his new chairman 
had “agreed to return to the 



Head start: William Hague and his new party chairman Lord Parkinson outside Central Office yesterday 


Photograph: John Voos 


front line for a couple of years 
to preside over the changes we 
need to make in the party". 

"He is going to be taking on 
this role to put the party into 
new fighting shape. He has 
great enthusiasm for iL I am 


OUR £2 




looking forward immensely to 
working with him and 1 think he 
will combine the youth of the 
new leadership with the expe- 
rience of politics for many years 
and bring great heart to the 
Conservative Party across the 


countnr.” Lord Parkinson said 
he looked forward to the job. 

“If you’re surprised, that 
makes two of us,'” he joked “It 
certainly was never my intention 
to come back to Central Office, 
although I enjoyed my time 


here. Fm delighted to be here. 

““We have found ourselves an 
excellent new leader. He was 
endorsed yesterday with a very 
good vote and I'm looking for- 
ward to working with him ." 

Last night Mr Hague took a 


Attracting major companies is one way to test 
the mettle of an area. 

But the ultimate compliment is when a company is so 
impressed It increases its investment there. 

So thanks, Kodak, for the compliment 

After nearly 50 years on Merseyside, the American 
giant decided to re-invest and expand here, making it 

.their biggest chemicals operation in Europe. They have 
found the operation to have one of the most productive 
workforces of any of their plants in Europe, and the level 

of job applicants is always of the highest quality. 

“Them Ss a sense of energy and 
^mnreSo’ menfafrfy fin our wotfcface which 

mn»soirown|>MoMpfqt ,> 

8° what's so special about Merseyside? The grants at 

local, national and European Union levels? Not one 
but three Training and Enterprise Councils? The 
number of good srtes? One of the most sophisticated 
telecommunications systems in Europe? 

The co-operation between new and existing investors 
to pod their knowledge of the region? 

Weil, yes, yes. yes, yes and yes. 

But there's something on Merseyside only Merseyside 
can ever have - one and a half million Mereeysrders. 

As existing investors like Barclays, Ford, QVC and 
General Motors have discovered, the people here have 
adaptability and enthusiasm running rn their veins. 

They've taken to training and retraining with a 
vengeance. Contributing to productivity levels that are 
12°o higher than the national average. 

^ortdng praedSees have 

■"Vtemanterfqufc sfcftrOTtfeflScfentftt" 

And the workforce at Kodak? They've an enviable 
reputation for meeting quality standards and adapting 
new management systems. 

For instance, a new business development of supplying 
photographic materials to hundreds of mini-labs 
throughout the UK has already achieved a Perfect 
Delivery level of 98% OTIFNE (On Time, In Full, No 
Errors) when 90° a is regarded as excellent. They are 
not however resting on their laurels as they strive for 
a perfect 100%. 

■niars why Kodak has poured an extra £25 milion into 

therr Kirkby plant m the last 3 years. 

So Who#*, you're in me photograph* business or not 
one tiring's for certain. 

Developing companies need look no further 
than Merseyside. 



An old broom 
picked to sweep 
away cobwebs 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


If William Hague wanted a 
new broom to sweep out the 
Tory cobwebs in Central Office, 
he would not have chosen Lord 
Parkinson to be its chairman , 
Cedi Parkinson, as he then 
was, made a seamless journey 
up through the Tory ranks, en- 
tering Parliament in 1970 as MP 
for Enfield West, seven years be- 
fore William Hague made his 
famous conference speech as a 
teenager. He was a whip in the 
Heath government and under 
Margaret Thatcher quickly 
joined the Cabinet as Paymas- 
ter-General and chairman of the 
party m September 1981 and be- 
came her blue eyed boy. 

But just at his moment of tri- 
umph, at the party conference 
of 1 983 following the Tories' sec- 
ond successive election win, his 
world cared in when it was re- 
vealed that he bad had an affair 
with Sara Keays, his secretary. 

He quit the Cabinet and 
spent four years on the back 
benches, more faithful to Mrs 
Thatcher than he bad been to 
his wife. After the 1 987 election, 
he returned to the Cabinet as 
energy secretaiy and he was 
transport secretaiy when Mis 
Thatcher was deposed. Mr Ma- 
jor deaded that Mr Parkinson 
had had his day and he went to 
the Lords in 1992. 

He was a director, and for a 
time chairman, of Eurorail, the 
consortium which lost out in the 
„T. and operate the 

tJbn Channel tunnel rail link. 

He was appointed chairman of 

Iii arn ?nn’., a l ”fo* n g Company, in 
May 1 992 when its shares ivere 


13p, but by the time he left two 
years later they had collapsed 
to less than a penny. S imil arly, 
he became non-exeaitive chair- 
man of Usborae, the pig-breed- 
ing company, in 1992 and it 

3 lent several years in the dol- 
rums before returning to prof- 
it this year. He recently became 
executive chairman. 

He is on the board of Mid- 
land Expressway, the company 
chosen to build the Birmingham 
Northern Relief Road, but 
which the Government has put 
in jeopardy by its roads review. 

His Euro-sceptic credentials 
were boosted by his linW 
Paul Sykes, the Barnsley mil- 
lionaire who spent an estimat- 
ed £1 Jbi on funding Tory 
candidates opposed to mone- 
tary union at the election. Lord 
Parkinson recently became 
chairman of Mr Sykes's Inter- 
net provider. Planet Online. 

He has maintained contacts 
with the Tory party throughout 
tos period in the Lords. Hisloy- 
alty seems to have paid off 
with this second resurrection. 


train to Scotland to meet senior 
party figures. There would be no 
“no-go" areas for the Conser- 
vative source said: “He said in 
the course of the camp aign, ‘If 
I am elected leader, day one I 
go to Scotland* This is day one.” 

Job for 
Duncan 
will be * 
key test 

One of the key tests for William 
Hague as leader will his choice 
of a job for Alan Duncan, the 
man who acted as his campaign 
manager during the leadership 
election, writes Bran Abrams. 

Senior Tory moderates, some 
in the new leaders own camp, 
have asked Mr Hague not to of- 
fer a prominent role to Mr Dun- 
can, a long-standing friend. 

They claim his views, in- 
ducting a belief that heroin 
and cocaine should be legalised, 
might prove embarrass ing 
^^He^timiksof^himself w the f 



Sara Keays: Affair led Lord 
rarkmson to quit the Cabinet 


uuiikd or mmseir as the 
Conservative Party’s Mandelson 

but be neither has the ability nor 

the charm," one MP said 
Even his detractors agree, 
though, that Mr Duncan hasnm 
a good campaign. For this he 
can expect a reward 
A hard-line tibertarian right- 
winger and Euro-sceptic, Mr 
Duncan once said: “I've been 
Conservative since my. 
dropped” The son of 
ojker. he was presides me 
Oxford Union and a Kennedy 
scholar at Harvard Before he 
became MP for Rutland "fo. 
1992, he offered his Gajif ere ’ 
Street home in Westminster t<£ : 
John Mqor as headquarters fotf, 
his 1990 leadership campaign; 

he did this as a favour ' 
William Hague. 

Four years later, he was ’ 
forced to resign as ParUamen-' 
tary Private Secretaiy to Brian . 
Mawhmney when it emerged he 1 
had lent money to his . next, 
door neighbour so Chathe coulcF- 

f S?iu5iS 0 2 e at a discounted- 
£140,000 from Westminster. 
Council. The affair was nothing 
more than a “temporary hiccup*" 
in his career, he later said 
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PR to be brought in 


fhn Abrams 

Political Correspondpnf 
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A’pool 
of talent 


Elections for the European Par- 
ked 11 in 1999 will take place 
under proportional representa- 
tion, ministers are set to an- 

h? r £ form 10 

be Jaid before Parliament in the 
autumn^ but confirmation is ex- 
pected before MR start their 
summer break next month. 

Details of the measure could 
tie set out in legislation result- 
ing from this week’s European 
summit in Amsterdam. The 

SK datrheconference 

sud that future elections in 
Europe would be held “in ac- 
cordance with principles com- 
mt ”l to all member slates" 
“S# the For eign Sec- 

rh^' Roh f m 1 Coc,k ’ ^'d before 
the general election that he ex- 

[^toc 1999 elections to be 

he hid ™ Cr PR j morc ^ndy 

he had appeared lo him that the 
dolhm ^H be l? ° ,iehlt0 

X-Tl '-Mu dcCiS10n tO 20 

hLad W|11 be welcomed by the 




Liberal Democrats, who struck 
a deal on the issue with Labour 

“ v MarC , h ^ and 3150 by many 
Labour MPs who are pro-PR. 

Tbny Blair has said in the past 

that he is not persuaded ofthe * 
arguments for any such change 
to Parliament, though a ref£- 
endum has been promised 

C 051 ^ eIy f0rm 0f PR 
lor the Euro-elections wfll be a 
regional list system, under 
which the country would be split 
m to groups of constituencies. 
Each party would then put un 
a list of candidates from which 
roters wuld choose, pE 

Jffi, d party if the? 

Another imminent an- 
the appointment 
of an Electoral Commission to 
look at the whole issue of PR. 

,r 15 possible that the dec£ 

be confirmed at the same time. 

t Q £? e of the reasons why 
r° b [ “ a y be keen to push 
?El Ugh ,i e measure is thought 
° ^ Pohhral rather than philo- 


sophical. Party sources fi 
that by 1999 their populai 
may have waned somewi 
and that they could stand to k 
2“ at toe Europe 
elections, A new voting systi 
.would muddy. the waters a 
make it easy for the Govei 

mMttotalkdowntfaeprobte 

i for the Lflx 

ai Democrats welcomed £ 
news that the measure, amw 
fjpart of a constitutionrUmc 

ti£ 1 2?, Wn *i p die twopi 
ties before the general electro 

is the only way tfr 
ry person in .im - 



" tactical voting which 
toe last election 
tosippear rf everyone getsa 
which they can can for 

The Amsterdam treaty is 
Storanf because it added 
flexibility to an earlier c 
mitment to hold European e 
tions under a ^unifi 


tions 
procedure, 
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Job for 
Duncas 
will be 1 
kev test 


The £39m cocaine scam that gave 
Kray’s life story a surprise ending 


Kim Sengiqita 
and James Mellor 


On the evening of 31 July Iasi year 
Charlie Kray was sitting' at home 
working on a soon-to-be-published bi- 
ography. It was the final chapter about 
the great, survivor of the gangland 
family. The one who stayed free 
while his two brothers languished in 
prison, one of them dy ing there. 

The knock on the door changed all 
that. The police had come to arrest 
him over a £3 9m cocaine smuggling 
plot, \forious law agencies had tar- 
geted him no less than a dozen times 
over the last 23 years. This was, for 
70-year-old Charlie, the unlucky 13th. 

He had fallen for a police “sting* 7 
operation in which he had offered to 
supply massive amount of drugs to un- 
dercover officers. The proposed 
transaction had been secretly taped 
and yesterday he was found guilty of 
masterminding the drugs plot, which 
would have flooded Britain’s streets 
with cocaine. 

The jury had on Thursday found 
Kray guilty on one charge of offer- 
ing to supply 5kg of cocaine every fort- 
night for two years, and yesterday 
returned the same verdict oa the more 
serious charge of actually supplying 
2kg of the drag. 

Judge Michael Carroll deferred un- 
til Monday sentencing Kray and his 
two associates, Ronald Field, 49, 
and Robert Gould, 39, who had both 
pleaded guilty to involvement in the 
plot. As he was returned through the 
underground tunnel from Woolwich 
Crown Court in south-east London 
to the adjacent top security Bel- 
marsh prison, Kray turned to his part- 
ner, Judy Stanley, 42, and mouthed 
“I love you.” 

The trial had at times resembled, 
a variety performance. Called as a 
character witness for Kray, former 
south London torturer “Mad” 
frankie Fraser said “ He is a lovely, 
lovely man. He is as innocent as you 
are my lord.” Turning to prosecuting 
counsel John Kelsey-Fry QC, be de- 
clared “ "You are probably more into 
drugs than he is." 

Miss UK of 1958 described how 
England was a “ much nicer, safer 
place" when the Kray twins were 
around. This was confirmed by Char- 
lie Kray who described how they 
were essentially “ kind-hearted peo- 
ple who would help anyone'*. He had 
also described how “ Ronnie had been 
buried without his brains", because the 
Home Office wanted to experiment 
on the grey matter of psychopaths. 

This element of bathos was not con- 



Fallen idol: Charlie Kray, the grand old man of the underworld, at the funeral of his brother Ronnie. He was finally snared b y a police ‘sting* operation Photograph: Dale Cherry 


fined to the defence. When Scotland 
Yard set up the police operation, de- 
tectives were brought in from the 
North to act as “ buyers”. Senior of- 
ficers were worried that the ultra-cau- 
tious Kray and his accomplices would 
suspect anyone with a London accent. 

One, using the name “Brian”, ap- 
peared to forget some of the most ba- 
sic tenets of undercover work and 
became intimate with a barmaid at a 
Birmingham party for a Kray friend. 
He admitted going to bed ’with her but 
denied having a sexual relationship. 
In court, Michelle Hamdouchi de- 
scribed a night of passion with Bri- 
an followed by a massive drinking 
session with another northern un- 
dercover officer, and Victoria Adams 
of the Spice Girls pop group who they 
had met at a hotel bar. 

Defence counsel Jonathan Gold- 


berg seized on this to hammer home 
repeatedly to the juiy that the police 
evidence was unreliable and tainted. 

One exasperated London detective 
sighed and said: “You know the film 
on now about FBI agent Donny 
Brasco infiltrating the Mob? Well, we 
had Johnny Fiasco for our job. What 


prison in 1974 he had, the police be- 
lieve, been involved in constant vil- 
lainy, taking pari among other things 
in arranging drug deals 
The officer who targeted Kray 
this time. Detective Superintendent 
Gavin Robertson, is acknowledged by 
his peers to be one of the best in- 


‘He is a lovely, lovely man, as innocent 
as you are my lord’ - Frankie Fraser 


we had in mind was infiltration - he 
went in for penetration.” 

But behind all this there is a seri- 
ous issue. In 1969 Charlie Kray was 
convicted of being an accessory to the 
murder by Reggie Kray of Jack “The 
Hat” McVitie. Since coming out of 


vestigators at Scotland Yard. Among 
his previous triumphs was the con- 
viction of Rodney whitchelo, the for- 
mer policeman turned Heinz 
baby-food poisoner. He prepared 
the sting meticulously. -Jhe under- 
cover officers “Brian”, “Jack” and 


“Ken” were instructed to spend days 
merging into the Kray set and not 
leave themselves open to accusations 
of entrapment 

Kray did not lead a flashy lifestyle. 
The borne he shared with Ms Stan- 
ley. the daughter of a headmaster, in 
Sanderstead, Surrey, is modest and 
he does not own a car. As befits gang- 
land royalty, Kray does not cany any 
cash. He had no hesitation about tak- 
ing non-rep ayable loans from others. 
One of the undercover officers bad 
to lend him £ 50 at a party: Scotland 
Yard never got it back. 

He was also an inveterate name 
dropper. The surveillance tapes are 
littered with names of the glitterati 
.In the first two meetings with the un- 
dercover officers he had 'mentioned 
bis acquaintance with Frank Sinatra. 
George Raft, Judy Garland. Jackie 


and Joan Collins, Barbara Windsor, 
Billie Daniels, Denny Laine, Paul 
Raymond. Archie Moore, and Rocky 
Marciano. 

First contact between the police 
buyers and Kray was made in Birm- 
ingham on 9 May last year. In Lhe next 
few meetings Kray offered lo intro- 
duce “Jack” to people who could sup- 
ply “charlie", street slang for cocaine. 
They were Ronald Field, of Raynes 
Park, and Robert Gould, of Wim- 
bledon, both in south London. 

A deal was finally struck on 27 June 
at the Lindon Hall Hoiel outside 
Newcastle between Krav and Reid 
and “Jack” and “Brian". Police tapes 
showed Kray and Reid agreeing to 
supply 5kg of cocaine cveiy week for 
up to two years, in return for £31,500 
per kg. Over that time it would have 
netted Kray £Sm. 
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news 

Putting 
the magic 
back into 
stone 
circle 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


Stonehenge may yet become a 
place where Druids and day- 
l rippers can walk among the 
prehistoric stones free of charge 
and away from lhe noise and 
fumes of heavy traffic. Barely a 
week after English Heritage 
saw its £44 m plan crumble with 
rejection of a lottery bid. a 
more poliiicafly-acccpiablc plan 
is rising from the ashes. 

With impeccable timing. Sir 
Jocelyn Stevens, chairman of the 
heritage quango, disclosed his 
latest initiative as the Wiltshire 
police threw their ritual exclu- 
sion zone round the stones for 
the midsummer Solstice tonight. 

Though the 5.0ftU-year-old 
stones are venerated by the 
Druids, they are barred from the 
inner circle at the most sacred 
time of the solar year - an act 
once described by the Arch- 
Druid of Glastonbury as "lie 
closing Westminster Abbey’ at 
Christmas". 

The crucial difference be- 
tween the plan Sir Jocelyn will 
put to Chns Smith, the Secre- 
tary of Slate for national Her- 
itage, next Thursday and earlier 
schemes is the absence of a pri- 
vate sector partner. 

The Millennium Commis- 
sion, which rejected a bid for 
£22m. was reluctant to put 
money into a plan which in- 
cluded a private company - the 
Tussauds Group - wanting to 
make a profit. Tussauds had in- 
tended investing £10m and 
charging £6.70 for entry to a 
high-tech interpretation centre. 

Free access to the 5,000 year 
old stone circle will remain the 
bait for political approval. The 
current admission charge is 
£3.70. 

The A344 immediately adja- 
cent to the stones would be 
grassed over but the problem of 
the busy A303 trunk road will 
remain. 

English Heritage would like 
the Department of Transport to 
put the A303 in a tunnel cost- 
ing JESOra- This would be outside 
the scheme to be pul to Mr 
Smith and with a damp on pub- 
lic spending it may be something 
of a pipe dream. 
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New targets set to 
improve CSA 


New targets for the controver- 
sial Child Support Agency were 
announced by the Government 
yesterday to clear a backlog in 
cases, ensure better standards 
of living for children and make 
sure more absent fathers pay up. 

Announcing a wide-ranging 
review, Harriet Harman, Sec- 
retary of State for Social Secu- 
rity, said she was looking for 
“substantial and sustained im- 
provements" in the agency’s 
performance which has been 
subject to criticism since it was 
set up. 

She said that half a million ex- 
tra maintenance assessments 
must be completed by the end 
of the year and there should also 
be extra phone lines, some of 
them for out-of-hours calls, to 
ensure a more prompt service 
for callers and better accuracy 
of assessments. 

“Children whose parents 
are living apart are often worse 


Harman pledges to ensure absent 
fathers will be made to pay up 


£ac ^ e fois we want to 
m £ lter5 w work and 
^fofacns do pay their 

STS** ^ CSV she 
Si ..Making child support 
worths crooaJ to improving the 
Sland ^ra of living of children in 

Reports by 
Glenda Cooper 

Britain. We will help lone moth- 
era to work and we will ensure 
absent fathers pay.” 

She said the previous govern- 
ment’s failure to set up an effec- 
hve agency with clear objectives 
hadproduced an “explosive cock- 
tail of dissatisfaction. 

A CSA spokesman said: 


The agency welcomes thefur- 
ther commitment that has been 
given to the principle that ab- 
sent parents take proper finan- 
oal responsibility for their 
children and that it is unac- 
ceptable for them to attempt to 
evade this liability.” 

He conceded that there 
were “too many justified com- 
plaints" about the CSAs stan- 
dard of customer service, and it 
was taking a number of initia- 
tives, including revising the 
arrangements for handling 
complaints and aiming to dear 
its backlog of cases in the next 
two years. 

The National Counci] for 
One Parent Families welcomed 
the review into the functioning 
of the CSA. Its director, Karin 


Pappenheim, said: “We hope 
this review signals a new de- 
termination by the Govern- 
ed to create a fair deal for the 
many lone parents still waiting 
for child maintenance. 

lone parents and 
mar childrea are looking to the 
new government to deliver the 
effective and reliable mainte- 
nance system they need. We 
urge ministers to stand by the 
principle of ‘children first'.'’ 

Peter Lffley, the former social 
secunty secretary who oversaw 
the formation of the CSA, 
railed for greater detail on the 
Government's reform. 

“We shall be demanding of 
them, specification of what they 
do mean. Do they propose to 
change the formula? Or do 
tMy now suddenly say, ‘Actually, 
when we said fairer, We weren't 
referring to the formula at all. 
We intend to leave it un- 
changed’?" he' said. 



In benefits trap: Louise Ryan, who is working but not earning enough to be able to get ofTfamay 
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“Harriet Harman should talk 
with a few of the men and 
women who have actually had 
to deal with the agency and then 
she’d veiy quickly find out what 
the problems are, “ said Bob 
Drake. 

Mr Drake says that every 
time a brown envelope arrives 
from the CSA it is like a “vol- 
cano through the door'’. 

His wife left him four years 
ago and in the last 12 months 
he has had 14 different assess- 
He »ys the experience 
of dealing with the CSA has left 
him “devastated”. 

“My wife had an affair and 
eventually left me Q0W 

ives her new boyfriend. He 

Sfnivi to h ? oney ' more *»n 
£- 0 , 0 «», but his wages are not 

,, Ken m J° account, whereas if 
‘ lon ned a new relationship mv 
partners would be. I feel the 

did ^ operalios a duai stan- 
ce pays his ex-wife £380 a 
™™ b . for his two children 
aged nine and 11: “I’m trying to 
survive on the little money f 


have left ... My 1 7-year-old son 
{from a previous relationship) 
lives with me and I know he has 

foeydo ? andard ofKv ingth^ 

“The agency controls evngl 
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former mantal home wide® 
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Daniel’s victory for father he never knew 



Guide must pay 
boy of 6 
£200,000 for 
mistake that 
led to fatal fall 

Patricia Wynn Davies 
Legal Affaire Correspondent 


Climbers reacted with aston- 
ishment yesterday after a judge 
ruled that a mountaineering 
guide negligently caused the 
death of a friend by failing to 
follow “standard” safety pro- 
cedures for climbing on ice. 

Mr Justice Dyson said that 
Scottish-based David Cuth- 
bertson, 49, had ignored “ele- 
mentary and firndamemal” ■ 
practice by failing to fix two ice 
screws ana intermediate single 
ice screw belays to protect Ger- 
ald Hedley, an art conservation 
expert, who fell to his death on 
the TEbur Ronde, near Cha- 
monix in the Mont Blanc range, 
in July 1990. 

Mr Hedky's sou, six-year-old 
Daniel Woodroofe Hedley, who 
was not born until after die ac- 
cident and who sued through his 
mother, Lynda Woodroofe, of 
Kilburn in north-west London, 
will receive damages of up 


to £200,000 from Mr Cuth- 
bertson's insurers to compen- 
sate him for the loss of bis 
father. 

Mr Cuthbertson had told the 
High Court that he was anxious 


to cross the ice to reach the safe- 
ty of a rock overhang to avoid 
the risk of being crushed in a 
rock fall caused by the hoi sun 
melting ice on the summit. 

The judge said the two 


dimbers had been driving in two 
screws at every “stance” where 
the climbers met and running 
belays when one went ahead. 
Mr Cuthbertson took over as 
leader when be became con- 


cerned about the heat of the 
sun. When creating a stance on 
the ice he was unable to fix a sec- 
ond screw because it was 
blocked with ice. 

He then waited 10 to 15 


minutes for Mr Hedley to reach 
him and did not ask him for his 
own screws which would have 
been serviceable. “He made a 
deliberate decision not to waste 
time by inserting a second screw 


because he was concerned that 
they should both move as quick- 
ly as possible out of the line of 
a potential rock fall.” 

Andy MacNae, national of- 
ficer of the British Moun- 


taineering Council, said: “1 am 
astounded that anyone should 
say that the use of two screws 
and single screw belays is ‘ele- 
mentary and fundamental' 
practice, particularly in the 
Alps. Speed is your prime con- 
cern in the Alps. 

“In a guiding situation you 
make a judgement. You have to 
be free to use whatever is ap- 
propriate." 

Roger Payne, the councD's 
general secretary, said: • Safe- 
ty' in alpine climbing is always 
a balance between security 
measures and speed ... the 
strength of safety equipment 
such as ice screws is limited by 
the quality 1 of snow and ice at 
the time, which can be variable 
to the point of offering no se- 
curity at all. 

“It would be wrong to think 
that by using a particular belay 
method that the safety of a par- 
ly on an alpine ice face can be 
guaranteed.” 

Adge Last, the council’s 
training officer, said: “In any 
mountaineering accident it is 
normally possible to trace back 
to a point and say if only those 
involved had done this "or that 
the accident might have been 
avoided. But ii is wrong to 
think that because an accident 
has occurred someone is at 
fault." 


£2.5m to save 
‘Jewish Eton’ 
from closure 


Clare Gamer 


Carmel College in Oxfordshire, 
Europe’s only Jewish boarding 
school, which was due to 
close at the end of this term 
because of Calling pupil num- 
bers, has been given a last 
minute reprieve. 

Parents and old students 
have been told by the Charity 
Commissioners that they may 
yet be able to save the school - 
known as the “Jewish Eton” - 
if they can raise £2_5m by the 
end of next week. 

An open meeting is being 
held at ’Ham tomorrow at 
Yakar, a synagogue and study 
centre in Hendon. Rabbi Pro- 
fessor Jeremy Rosen, son of 
Rabbi Dr Copel Rosen who 
founded the school 50 years ago, 
has flown over from New York 
to help raise the money- Beyond 
the initial £2L5n>, campaigners 
are looking to set up an en- 
dowment trust to ensure the 
school’s long-term survival. 

The Charity Commissioners’ 
decision follows a letter signed 
by 70 parents of the 240-odd re- 
maining pupils in which they 



Famous Carmel pupiU The fibn 
director Roland Jaffa 


claimed that the school’s 
governors were not “open and 
proper” by refusing to put 
Carmel College on the open 
market. In suspending the sale 
of the school for £2 .5m to 
Bewley Homes, a firm of prop- 
erty developers in Basingstoke, 
the Commissioners wrote: “The 
opportunity should be gjven to 
parents and pupils to put for- 
ward their own proposals for 
saving the school.” 

The reputation of Carmel 
College, a 300-acre acre estate 
near Wallingford, where fees 
cost up to £14,0G0-a-year, has 
spread among Jewish commu- 
nities throughout the world. 
Old boys include the film 
director Roland Joffe, who won 
an Oscar for The KWirg Fields, 
Gary Davies, a disc jockey with 
Virgin Radio, and Daniel 
Serola QC. 

Jeff Harris, a member of the 
“Save Carmel College Cam- 
paign”, is baffled as to why old 
Carxnelis have not come up with 
the cash and also criticised the 
apparent indifference of Jewish 
leaders. Neither the Chief Rab- 
bi. Dr Jonathan Sacks, and the 
Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, the representative body 
for the Jewish community, have 
backed the campaign. “The 
Chief Rabbi is steering com- 
pletely clear, which is moral 
cowardice,” said Mr Harris. 

But Neville Nagler, director- 
general of the Board of 
Deputies, yesterday defended 
the silence. “There is a case for 
saying that if the community has 
resources which it wishes to put 
into education there may be 
better ways of putting it into 
schools, say schools which 
accommodate a bigger number 
of children.” 
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A £25ra plan to build a stadium and 
sports complex for homeless 
Brighton and Hove Albion is threat- 
ening to cause as much grief to loveis 
of the South Downs as the football 
club s miserable form and property- 
dealing directors have to the Seag- 
ulls' fans. 

WarerhaU Valley, where the de- 
velopers Alfred McAlpine want to 
build the stadium, cuts into the 
Downs at one of the narrowest points 
of the officially designated Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

If the development goes ahead 
there wil] be a loud “we told you so" 
from campaigners for national part 
status for Kipling’s “blunt, bow- 
head, whale-backed Downs". Unlike 
a park authority, the low-budget Sus- 
sex Downs Conservation Board has 
no statutory planning powers and has 
to rely on exhortation. 

Martin Perry, a key figure on Al- 
bion s new board and a McAlpine’s 
director, said a lot could be done to 
“green" the stadium but if the chib 
had not submitted an outline plan- 
ning application it could have been 
dropped from the Football League. 

Though Albion has a make-shift 
arrangement to play at Gillingham, 


Under threat: The site of Brighton 


Kent, the League wanted evidence 
that it is actively seeking a local 
ground. “We do have other possible 
sites, but WaterhalJ is our preferred 
location," Mr Perry said. 

Conservationists have reacted 
with horror. “This is a call to arms," 
Peter Brandon, chairman of the 
Sussex branch of the Council for the 


and Hove Albion’s proposed 15,000-seated stadium, on what Kipling called the ‘Hunt, bow-head, whale-backed Downs' 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


bZ^JiftiSS *?*■ OT ^ sed sport,” Mr Brandon said. Brighton Rugby Club is likely to 
a ZTJ ^terhall is beyond the A27 by- be oftoed a pK in ffie dS? 

ment by the Brighton comnharirm ^ meates northern meat, which includes an indoor are- 

? ra ? of Brighton and Hove just a* na and park-and-ride facilities. The 

leadjo aroncrcteSrridor Mmrat- 


lead to a concrete corridor <a»narai tuTa ^ tne sea does to the south, key feature is the 15,000 all-seater making a kil 

ing the eastern Downs horn thewesJ ^ oc £ up, 5 d stadium which would provide a new vilified in r 

The priority for this land has to hi* ground for troubled Albion. Capacity A draw at Hereford last month 

informaLmiiet reCTearion not mass SSSZlttl fa 2? U “ nkal Utde *^y eventually rise to 25,000^^ spared Albion from relegation from 
4 10P ’ not maSS nn P act oa ^e landscape. The £7m sale of the Goldstone thT League, but without a home 


Ground in 1 995 was the last straw for 
fans who had watched their ooce-suc- 
oessfui team drift down the divisions. 
Club executives were suspected of 
making a killing on the sale and were 


in ugly protests at matches, 
v at Hereford last , month 


its place was still in jeopardy. If 
B righ ton and Hove Council give the 
go-ahead, the new stadium could be 
similar to McAl pine’s £16m devel- 
opment at Huddersfield. The coun- 
cil is both planning authority and 
owner of the site, a happy coinci- 
dence that has aroused the 
suspicions of conservationists. 
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Fein talks 
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FOR ONE MONTH ' 


It you find exactly the same package 
cheaper locally within 7 days, w* wilt 
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Deepening gloom as marching impasse nears 
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CONTRACT 
RELEASE OPTION 


Model: 5.1 

Normal Selling Price £49.99* 


Tor a one-off payment of E15 when 
you make your purchase, you can 
return your phone and cancel your 
airtime without penalty at anytime 
within tne first 52 months. 


• . . * t'lUgllOJ 

in multi-party talks. 

. Bui he will be well aware that 
m the space of a few weeks the 
atmosphere of hope generated 
by his arrival as prune minister 
has been displaced by one of 
steadily increasing foreboding. 

This was reflected yesterday 
bv Mo Mowl.-im fho 


. —iwvw _v»Lcraay 

by Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
who said of the impending 
marches: “I think the majority 
of people are fearful. I think 
both communities are auii.* 
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Undeniable evidence! A limited edition ZZ Temptation 


with £1,000 cashback” Concludes Extra Terrestrial conierence. 


“Now there’s something you don’t see every year.” 


N3. THE 2X TEMPT AT ION, AVAI L ABLE FP.OLi £ 11, 59 5, I_S_ SEPOP.T3K TQ_ INCLUDE: 

4 - Power steering. + Drivers airbag, + Electric front windows. + Electric sunroof. +4 speaker RDS stereo 
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news 


Health review offers hope for Bart s j 


&“«* planned by the last govern- has undermined the NHS’sw- 

neann cDtror metiL Announcing the review in parity to meet local needs. 

tk e - the Commons yesterday. Frank The five-member panel in- 
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iue review, aisaosea ta i fie lege of Physicians and a critic health services by Sir Bernard Kings Fund, the independent position, i msi v Although it is unlikely that ue to treat ui-p*u ^ ^ need? Itrsacw* 

NHS internal market. Sir Tomlinson,onwtJchiheclosure health policy think tank. Ma^ Bceta^ion andOW- TOCOime0l i the patients in midc.” he said, 

rwo^derthedosureofSarts Ifdk is knnwn to believe lack plans were based, was flawed Prof^or Jarman said the dmrdi, and Harold Wood, tn of the Barts casual- Thomas', which wfll t ake ove 

and other London hospitals of planning under the market because it failed to take account closure of beds and hospitals in Romford, Essex. 
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Milan or bust: 

the ultimate 
mods’ weekend 


Wet and saddle-sore, Nic Cicutti 
joins the scooter boys in Italy 


Friday 9am - 40 miles from Calais. 
It's raining. I’m cold. Water is seep- 
ing through my supposedly 
waterproof trousers, nestling un- 
comfortably around my crotch. Lor- 
ries woosh past, driving spray into my 
face, their slipstream making me 


WeVe stopped several times to fill 


up, five-minute pit-stops for me to 
rest my aching shoulders and in- 


wobble dangerously ail over the road. 

Why, I ask myself for the 18th time 
in less than an hour, am I doin g this? 

Three months ago, Martin, a 
friend, rang me excitedly to ask if I 
wanted to go with him to Milan for 
the 50th anniversary of the Lam- 
bretta, the Italian scooter that be- 
came a byword among Sixties British 
mods. 

The Italian Lambretta Qub is or- 
ganising a weekend to celebrate 
the first “Lammie” rolling off the 
production line. “Thousands of 
scooterists will be there from all over 
the world. You've just got to come,” 
he said. 

The aim is to get to Milan, taking 
it in turns to ride our Lambrettas 
through France and Switzerland. 
“Easy, just a few hours riding each, 
well get there in two days,” Martin 
said. Now. as I look over my shoul- 
der and see him nice and warm at 
the wheel of the back-up van we've 
taken with us, I begin to wonder what 
friendship is really all abouL 
12am - 200 miles from Calais. It has 
stopped raining. My hands are numb 
from the vibrations of my handlebars. 


rest ray aching shoulders and in- 
creasingly sore backside. Only 550 
miles to go. 

3pm -300 miles from Calais. It’s my 
turn at the wheel, as Martin pulls out 
bis 1963 Lambretta LES3 for the next 
few hours. The problem is, he can 
only do 40mph, so we are reduced to 
crawling along the motorway. From 
my cab. I can see cars hurtling past 
Martin then brake suddenly to look 
at the site of a wobbly scooter trav- 
elling at a snail's pace, trailed by a 
van that has barely moved out of tlnrd 
gear all day. At (his rate, we’ll have 
caused several pile ups along the wav. 
7pm - Swiss border; 500 miles from 
Calais. The Swiss border guard 
scratches her head as we arrive. She 
initially demands that we pay import 
tax on the scooter in the ran. until 
we explain that we are on our way 
from London to Milan. 

A portly border patrol guard wan- 
ders over “You had better keep it un- 
der lock and key when you get into 
Italy. These wops will nick any- 
thing.’ 1 I tell him that I am Italian. 
He shrugs and turns away. 

830pm -Lucerne. It's belting down 
again. W: begin to climb through the 
Alps. Martin's Lambretta is splut- 
tering and he is knackered. At this 
rate, we'll be stuck in the middle of 
nowhere at high altitude. We cave in. 



Italian job: Nic Cicutti, centre, astride his Lambretta at the Milan scooterfest 


photograph: Felice Caiabro’/Reuters 


load his scooter in the van and de- 
cide to drive all the way there. 

Motoring to the Italian border I 
try to keep him awake by reading 
from the official brochure for the 
event. “Dear Enthusiast." it begins. 
“This year occurs the 50th anniver- 
sary of our beloved motorscootcr 
Lambretta." lb celebrate the event, 
the Italians a re planning team games 


including gymkhanas, blind riding, 
rope pulling and other delights. A 
covering letter from the Lambretta 
Club of Great Britain says: "Please 
note that the jamboree dinner on Sat- 
urday night is ‘smart dress'. I ap- 
preciate that some of the foreigners 
don’t bother- hut the LCGB tradi- 
tionally do bother so please bring 
shirt and trousers for the gents and 


something suitable for the ladies.” 
We decide to keep on going anyway. 
10pm - Italian border. Only 30 
miles to go. the site is near the air- 
port, miles from town. We arrive 40 
minutes later. 

The waterlogged campsite al- 
ready has 100 tents or so pitched on 
iL We decide to go out again to find . 
a cashpoint- but the gate is locked. 


“Sorry, no one’s allowed out for se- 
curity reasons,” a diminutive man. 
wearing black army gear and armed 
with a walkie-talkie says. We sneak 
out through a hole in the fence. 
3am - A pizza and two beers later 
We are back at the campsite, ready 
to crash oul Soul music from sound 
: systems all over the site is still blar- 
‘ ing out Hundreds more scooterists 


have arrived from Germany, Spain, 
Austria, Britain, even the United 
States. “I wonder whether there will 
be any noise from the airport,” Mar- 
tin mutters as we drift off to sleep. 
630am - A giant roar jolts me 
awake. It seems we are directly un- 
der the path of aircraft taking off 
from Linate Airport. Welcome to 
Milan. ' 
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news 


Women 


are jailed 


for arson 


attack on 


love rival 


Kathy Marks 


Bitter rivalry for the affections 
of a man on a Welsh council 
estate led to two of his former 
lovers and their aunt, being 
jailed yesterday for an arson 
attack that left his partner and 
two children dead 

Diane Jones. 21, was trapped 
in a bedroom with her daugh- 
ters, Shaiina, 2, and 13-month- 
old Sarah Jane, when their 
house was set ablaze by petrol 
poured through the front door. 

The three women convicted 
at Cardiff Crown Court were 
neighbours on the sprawling 
Guxnos Estate, in Merthyr Tyd- 
fil. The court was told that they 
carried out a revenge attack on 
Miss Jones, who lived with 
Shaun Hibberd, who was in 
prison at the time. 

Do ana Clarke, 27, who was 
jailed for 20 years for arson, had 
been spumed by Mr Hibberd, 



Donna Clarke: Set fire to 
house whflefamfly was asleep 


’Who returned to Miss Jones 
after an affair with her. Wseks 
before the fire in October 1995, 
Clarke fold a friend: “1 can’t 
wait to get my hands on Diane 
- I'm going to petrol-bomb 
her." 

Her aunt, Annette Hewins, 
31, who supplied the petrol, was 
sentenced to 13 years for arson. 
Both she and Clarke were 
cleared of murder. Denise Sul- 


livan, 25, another former lover 
of Mr Hibberd. was convicted 
of perverting the course of jus- 
tice and given four years. 

The guilty verdicts were de- 
livered after a four-month tri- 
al and caused an uproar in the 
courtroom. The three defen- 
dants, white-faced and shaking 
in the dock, shouted their in- 
nocence as the public gallery, 
packed with Miss Jones's rela- 
tives, erupted into cheers. 

The attack was carried out at 
2am as Miss Jones and her chil- 
dren were sleeping, Qarke, a 
moth er-of- two, ignited petrol 
which she poured into the hall- 
way. She left the scene, but soon 
afterwards was seen nearby, 
watching firefighters tackle the 
blaze. 

Neighbours who tried to res- 
cue the family were driven back 
by intense- heat and smoke. 
When fire crews found Miss 
Jones’s burnt body, her arms 
were stretched around Sarah 
Jane, as if trying to shield her. 
Sbauna was lying feet away. 

The jury was told that Miss 
Jones shouted out of the bed- 
room window for help, scream- 
ing: “My babies! My babies!" 
But frames In the hallway were 
sucked upstairs by the rush of 
air from the open window. 

South Wales detectives un- 
covered a long-standing feud 
between the women. 

Mss Jones had threatened to 
reveal Clarke's affair with Mr 
Hibberd to her partner, Simon 
Owens, who was shortly to be 
released from prison after serv- 
ing a two-year sentence for 
manslaughter. 

Despite both having slept 
with Mr Hibberd, Qarke and 
Sullivan were such close friends, 
that they nicknamed themselves 
Cagney and Lacey after the two 
women detectives in the Amer- 
ican television series. 

Mr Hibberd, who attended 
the funerals of his partner and 
children handcuffed to a prison 
officer, told the court that 
Clarke would not leave him 
alone after the affair. 

She pestered him with tele- 
phone calls and took to dress- 
ing like Miss Jones, he said, 
watching to see what she was 
wearing in the morning and 
then going home to change 
into similar clothes. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO 
WIN A PIECE 
OF SPACE-AGE ART 



Photographs from space are the latest 
big thing in the art world, with . 
collectors paying out-otthis-worid prices. 


. This stunning image of the. planet 
Saturn and its largest moon. Titan, was 
taken from the Hubble space telescope, 
orbiting 380 miles above the Earth. 


A special high-quaitty, full-colour, 
limited edition, framed, mounted print 
of this photograph - 150cms x 60cms (59in x 
23in) and worth £900 - is the prize in an 
easy-to-entef competition, only In 
tomorrow’s Independent on Sunday* 


Win a planet for your wail ... buy the 
Independent on Sunday tomorrow. 


IT IS ... ARE YOU? 



Rare seal 
is being 
wiped out 

by poison 


The Mediterranean monk seal are being killed by eating fish contaminated by a toxic algal bloom 


Photograph: Planet Earth 


The Mediterranean monk seal, 
one of the world’s rarest and 
most threatened mammal, has 
suffered a monumental set- 
back in its fight for survival as 
about three-quarters of the 
species last truly viable popu- 
lation, nearly a half the global 
population, has been annihi- 
lated by a toxic algal bloom, 
writes Julian Deny. 

To date, more than 100 bod- 
ies have been washed up on the 
coast of the Western Sahara, 
home to these warm-water 
cave-dwelling seals. The deaths 
were first noticed four weeks 
ago by Spanish scientists work- 
ing for the European Union 
Life project on Mediterranean 
monk seals. Thirty-six corpses 
were washed up in the first 10 
days, but the numbers have 
now dropped to one or two per 
day. 

It is estimated that as many 
as 210 seals of Lhe 270 in the 
population will have died. 
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FREE HANDS-FREE 

• keep both hands on the steering wheel 
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call free 0800 10 11 12 
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Smsibib. BiilQ/939 

In-store Pike £449.99. 

18 MONTHS INTEREST FBS OPTION* 
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HGTPOINT FOI Size ‘Aquarius' 
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VIDEO RECORDERS 

FROM UNDER £125 


SAVE Y130 


BddOf23.WSsM«-S?- 


m 


SAVE to e120 


ON REFRIGERATION 


ON A HUGE CHOICE OF TOP BRAND P 
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MATSUI inn 4 h«i 

NICAM Stereo Video MM WHXHBt I 
whh VldaoPhis 

sUmi. Bill £22999 

in-store Price £23939. 

6 MONTHS tNTBK5T HIS OPTION* 


AIWA 4-Haad MCAM Starao VMao wttb 
VMaaFta and PDC MM OMnsMce 
VfdeoPfus and PDC KM MJtA 
tor tho Fasten and Pi 1 1 1 -JUU . . 
most reliable GiJJ {fcJJ.TT 
recording ew. Model HVFX3S00L 
Was £33939. WU £319.99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


TOSHIBA is nos 

NICAM SteraoVUao 

with edit foeffity 

■ Satellite control ETil ‘SilflB 

function. Pl»l f IflMofl 

■ Audio dub tadm* LPTVJJ 

Model V82S. Was £319.99. 

9 months interest fr& option* 





'■SAVE TO clOO 
ON CAMCORDERS 


PANASONIC on 

VMSC Omcordrr 
•rttfihSx Zoom lent 

3 auto exposure IXI JfVj 

Modei'llMtXI. Elm£l3SRliW 
Was £449 99. 

6 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


CANON 8mm Camcorder with W-fl 
Stereo Sound 

■ Remote control. Mil] anunrspneE 

■ 6 programme lillHTJI IAA 

AE modes. liUil fuMHoO 

Model UC5000. Bi 3nM»J!l 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FRS OPTION* 

£100 PUS ACCESSORIES Ask for details. 
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4j 0 as-ft. Fndge 

■ Adjustable 

thermostat. 

■ Large salad bln. 
Model RIGS. 

Wbj £199.99. 


frigidaire 

55 cu-ft Larder 

Fridge BH 

Automatic defrost. IN 
Model R1586H- »ri 
Was £199.99. 


mmmt SALEPnoi 

E3 {14939 


LHC 3.2 cu.fL 

Upright FreeMsr §tj$Mi 

■ Fast freeze section. WNH 

■ 4-star freezer 

rating. Ipm 

Model U550WS 
Whs £249.99. 


f 1 G 9 s 9 


FRIG1DAIRE noam 

Chest Fraarer MEHI m 

4-star freezer rating. BBB a 
Modal FC756. KTlTll £ 

Was 09939. EUTJ X 

Irvstore Price £22959- 
BUY NOW PAT « MONTHS LATSt 


{19939 


LEC 

&J at. ft. Mp3M SALE PUKE 

Fridge Freezer iHl AHA 

■ Fast-freeze fadttty.MjJlM - M /U m 

■ 4.0 cu.fl. fridge. |1X| £4/399 

Model N21& 

Was £369.99. 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


CANDY 

9.8 cuJf. Fridge Ftnaezer 

■ 5.7 cu.fr. -fridge, mmn TiUDEan 

■ Auto defrost VL will ■« 
Model GCM2S/12G. ll rVJ . a 

Price Excluding tfc l J; 

Trade-In £399.99. . , . 

BUY HOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


SAVE to £160 


ON LAUNDRY 


CANDY mm 

1000 Spin Airtomasher 

■ Combi wash m 
system. 

■ Half load option. ■ 
Model C1041. I] 
Was £34939. 


HBB MUHKZ 

@>£25939 


eJT\J\ SAVE to el 00 BJlBsAVE 15 £200 

ON CD HI-FI SYSTEMS W r *^L- J m in nmM rni n nr „ 


ON MULTIMEDIA PCs 


SAVE up 

ON COOKERS 


to £.200 


MATSUI H M1 M cr 

■21 iradr ||j| 

programmable CD. HH 
■ TWln cassette nl|| 

with continuous UfeJI 
play and high speed dubbing. 
Model MHF848S. was £8939. 


CD Mini HI-H 
I SALE PRICE 


I < 79 * 


JVC as mm m -fl 

■ Muttnriay- plays MHMi sai£ ksce 

B>{299s9 

Model MXDG01, 

Was £349.99. BUT HOW MY 12 MONTHS LAIHI 


MATSUI s 

with Turntable 

■ Fully 

programmable CD. 

■ I'Nineaswitemth 
high speed dubbing. 

Model CDM707. 

Was £99 J9 


{8439 


AIWA CDHMtwhhTiarrtaWe 

■ Multi play - plays 

up tD 5 CDs. MHM SAUHtKX 

■ 50 warts (RMS) MW ■■* 

ModdZMano. EUlf 34v.99 

Was £399.99. 

BUY HOW PAY 8 MONTHS LAIBt 


MATSUI 

CD M loo Hi-fi 

■ Logie cassette 
deck. 

■ Silver finish. 
Model MCH850. 
Was £129.99. 


Uhra-Compaa 
SALE PSPS 




AIWA Dolby Prariogfc CD MHM-fl 
l^dUpIey - play» _____ 

ipbiSCDi. uwmnmx 

Model NSX-AVH8. fyfW Mf%A 
Was £599.99. II I fill rUMMoQ 

BUY NOW MY IWJ J 

9 MONTHS LATBt 



ELECTROLUX 

Qffinder Oeanar 
■ 1300 wan ■■■ 

variable power. HH 
■4 litre double life Mnll 
dustbag. KiTJ 

Model TANGO 1651. 

W« £129.99. 


{6999 


FRIGIDAIRE SOonUotrin 

Electric Cooker 

Single oven with KW VOUOiaHW 

grass door. VM JP5 

Model CP14S0. 174 J mMoo 

Was £199.99 Kmi-B t IHFWJ3 

Irwron? Price 4169.99 


HOOVER bbo 

Wldetrack Upright 
Cleaner 

■ 1000 wait motor. 

■ Unique 15* nlfl 
duning track. "iAd 

UoddWO. 

WasjCUftfX Was £129 99. 


STOVES BBBBa soon SloMn 

Gas Cooker Finishe d in Brass 

and Racing Green. MBM1 SALE P«K 

M-^dCt NEWHOME MW j>|b 

ED {429.9 

BUY NOW PAY 6 MONTHS LATER 


HOTPOINT m iooa spin Tbn 

EuRnrni’ Autawnsher 

Half load. _ 

Model WM52. wTI 

Price Excluding Drill ■ IVI 

Trade-In £37959. BWH (/ jj 

BUY NOW PAY 'i" 

6 MONTHS LATHI 


aqo available m m|m c ^i r pmQ 
Almond. HU ■« . 

Mode! R-10B5. KflTlI r dTQ«i 
Was 147*99. UiiiU £jfjS9 
«JY »OW PAY 10 MONTHS 
^aCZOOFAIUEL PUIS FRBS TRIP ‘ 
TO HtAHsjt Ask for details. ■ • 




•LAVEL 55an Eftiowi Gas Cooler 

■ 4 sealed burners. - 

■ MjnuJl Ignmorv- IBUIBI tf °u°«S mna 
Modal H02AQ WH Gflfl 

as* aMflKta 

kvstore Price £22999 


'' 10IJLIN£ * 'M20 FOOD PROCESSOR 




fl 32M> RAMQ2Gb hpd 
drhe. ■ I6qx«d OMOK 
HodriWO WB Q099 


PACKARD BELL P3oaMH>MMx» 

TWwofogy Muftiamb 
PC whb 335k Modem 


BEKO 50cm Slot-Jn Electric Cooker 

■ Separate oven — 

and grill. 1CTBH SAIEhwx 

■ Solid plate hob. KT.l ITfl 

Model 0C210. Bfill t/J H qq 

Was £29959. ■"™ l— I 


BUY HOW PAY S MONTHS LATER 


DYSON DE 

Dual Cydone Uprig ht Oeena r 

■ Super efficient IBIMM Q*AY 

hepa filter, mam 

■ Unique Bacd- liHI'I f /ll 

guard screen. MUM *1 

Model DCOI DE STUL 

BUY MOW PAY 10 MONTHS LATER 



CANNON ooansmwn 

Ml Cooker _ 

■ 4 burner: in Bimtfl i CUR * rS PHKE 

■ss«-a |0lf749qq 

Model CAMBRIDGE. 1 • 

Wk £S9M9. was E799.99. 

BUY HOW RAY TO MONTHS LATEB 

HOTPOINT 

■ Double oven. ]i|B 

■st” 1 "*" SEE f 76939 

Modei EW7IP was £949.99. 

BUY NOW W « MONTHS LATEH 


10 W Spin fa Aonkal 
AinQWUftar MBM SAUPBCE 

■ Delay start timer. NH MJfcaa - 

■ Quiet operation. KF 7|1 ,21 QQ ... 

Model WFF2000GB. tUiSJ £>UjM 
W« £62959. T " 

BUY NOW RKY 12 MONTHS L/UBt 


.hoover™*. 

Washer Dryer KB MUFIKE 
Available In White KfTjl 90Q 
or A/mond. (lli lllf GlWflfl 

Model AH754/A875S. ***"“ 

5 S SfWftBS,.» 

»»- 

Model TC470. KfM SAUNBCf 

a»- r HWe 70 Q M 

MONTHSUrER 3IU ILSjSfi 
TIW TO FRANCE a* for dmallfc 
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Japan 
celebrates 

the end 
of ivory 
trade ban 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 

“It happens three or four times 
a year, says Teruichi Kunoki 
“and they're quite open about 
iL There’s a Chinese who I know 
well who comes over from 
Hong Kong every year to do il- 
legal business. Last year he vis- 
ited us again, and we drank tea, 
and chatted, and then he said. 
'Any quantity available! How 
much do you want?' In the past, 
we imported too much ivory, 
and we knew perfectly well 
that many of the elephants 
were killed illegally - the tusks 
even had bullet holes in them. 
When I was a young man I felt 
differently. These days my heart 
isn’t in it anymore." 

This has been a big week for 
Mr Kunoki, the heir and own- 
er of the Japan Ivory Hall, and 
most people in his position 
would be jubilant. On Thursday, 
after more than a year of dis- 
creet lobbying, delegates at the 
United Nations Convention on 
International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species (Cites) voted to 
end the total ban on ivory trad- 
ing. The decision, reached by a 
majority of 74 to 21 (with 24ab- 
stentions), will allow Botswana, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia to re- 
sume a limited trade, and only 
with Japan. For Japanese ivory 
dealers, however, the effect 
will be dramatic. 

In 1999, when the ban is lift- 
ed, they will finally be able to 
obtain fresh stocks of their raw 
material after a gap of lOyears. 
As the proprietor of one of 
Japan's biggest ivory business- 
es, one would expect Mr Kiino- 
Id . to welcome the dedsion. 
But he has pfoyoked the disgust 
of his fellow . traders by becom- 
ing one of the industry’s, most 
outspoken critics. He insists 
that even under the bon. large 
amounts of ivory have been 
smuggled into Japan. He says 
thh government’s system of reg- 
ulation,, is inadequate. “1 am 
quite sure, " he said, in a writ- 
ten statement to Cites last year, 
“that if the ivory trade were le- 
galised under the current reg- 
istration system, it would only 


encourage more smuggling.” 

On the face of it, there are 
strong arguments for a limited 
trade in ivory, from the African 
point of view at least. Since the 
total ban came into force in 
1989, the situation of elephants 
in Africa has improved dra- 
matically as populations have 
stabilised and poaching has de- 
creased. At the same time. 
African governments have be- 
come increasingly frustrated by 
their inability to make use of 
large stocks of tusks, legiti- 
mately gathered during offi- 
cial culls. 

Half the elephants in Africa 
live outside the gam e reserves 
and, despite culling, they are of- 
ten a great nuisance to local 
people. African officials be- 
lieve that the ban encourages 
poaching by driving up the 
price of ivory, and fostering an 
atmosphere in which elephants 
are regarded as a menace rather 
than a valuable resource. A con- 
trolled trade, they argue, would 
also generate much-needed 
funds for conservation projects. 
Thursday’s decision was greet- 
ed with cheers and a jubilant 
chorus of the anthem “Cod 
Bless Africa”. “This is a victo- 
ry for Africa,” said Julian Stur- 
geon of the Africa Resources 
Trust. “By allowing controlled, 
legal trade, this decision ensures 
local people will value ele- 
phants. Africa’s elephants now 
have a brighter future .” 

The decision has been quiet- 
ly but vigorously pursued by the 
Japanese, who for 20 years have 
been the world's biggest con- 
sumer of ivory. According to the 
official count, 2.827 tons of raw 
ivory was imported in the 
decade up to 1989, and used in 
everything from traditional rau- 
scal instruments and theatrical 
puppets to mab-jong tiles, ear 
picks, chopsticks and stetho- 
scopes. The biggest amount 
goes to make hanko. tbe per- 
sonal seals stQl widely used in- 
stead of signatures. Since the 
Cites ban, craftsmen have con- 
tinued to work with the sub- 
stantial stocks of ivory imported 
prior to the ban. 

The strongest argument in 


significant shorts 



UN team in Kinshasa 
over massacre claims 

A United Nations team arrived in Congo's capital Kinshasa 
yesterday to investigate alleged massacres of Rwandan 
Hutu refugees by forces of the new leader Laurent KabOa 
or their regional allies. The head of the investigators, Georg 
Mautner-Markhof of the UN human rights organisation, 
said he was confident of help from the new authorities. 

The mission follows persistent allegations of massacres in 
the jungles. of what was then Zaire by Mr Kabila’s rebel 
forces, who ousted-Mbbutu Sese Seko in. May, and their Tuts 
allies from Rwanda and Burundi Renters — Kinshasa 

CIA killings suspect sparks row 

The Pakistani government came under fee yesterday for 
apparently letting the United Stares spirit away die man 
alleged to have carried out a fatal shooting outside 
Central Intelligence Agency headquarters four years ago. 
Mystery shrouds the capture of Mir Aimal Kansi. accused 
of killing two CIA employees and wounding three in 
Langley. Virginia. Prime Minister Nawaz ShariT s 
government has been accused of compromising national 
sovereignty by handing over a Pakistani citizen without 
fulfilling extradition procedures. Reuters — Islamabad 

Bank follows trash trail 

Norwegian bank clerks are desperately nunmagmg 
throuSdie city dump for 700.UOO kroner <159,00 0) hoping 
to find the money they believe was. s 
rubbish Fearing that residents m Tvedestrand, 250 
Someters (155 into) south of Oslo, would pm the 
search, the local bank tried to keep rt a secret Tire money 
^d^jpsited in the nigit safe two weeks ago. AP — Oslo 

Pendulum swings back 

Around 8,000 people p^d Borenoeratb^for are- 

SSof thitl SiSffiSoniB axis. The 

ihe cathedral’s 700th anniversary celebrations. , 

‘TfcfrpenduJtiin is magical and it’s a magical evemng . 
of the place chosen for the experiment- sajd 

ReutMS — Florence 

Twice-stolen Picasso found 

. . tm to £4.4m h; 
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Call of the wild: 
Since the ban 
was imposed in 
1989 elephant 
populations in 
Africa have 
stabilised, but 
there are fears 
that they will 
once more be 
threatened as 
poaching 
spreads. Near 
left, carved 
ivory figure of 
Okimono of 
Kamron on a 
giant carp 

Photograph: Tony 
Buckingham 


favour of the ban lias always 
been that legitimising the trade 
would encourage poachers. 
Tokyo insists that its system of 
registering legally obtained ivory 
will prevent the legal imports be- 
ing matched by illegal ones. 

But according to Mr Ktrno- 
ki, and conservation groups 
such as Traffic, Ihe monitoring 


programme of the Wbrid Wide 
Kind for Nature, this is rubbsh. 
“I strongly disagree with this 
claim, based on my knowledge 
of the registration system and 
of on-going ivory smuggling," he 
said. “The current registration 
system in Japan is a legal sieve." 

Whole, tusks, and their sale, 
must be registered with Japan's 


Environment Agency. The 
problem comes with partially 
worked ivory, for which the 
system of registration is entire- 
ly voluntary, and administered 
by traders themselves. It is im- 
possible to tell the origin of cut 
ivory once it is in Japan. 

“Once the ivory gets into 
Japan, it effectively becomes le- 


gal" said Mr Kunoki in bis shop 
fall of exquisite ornaments, 
carved statues, and curved tusks: 
“Getting the documents is easy. 
Most smuggled ivory has a gov- 
ernment seal so this produces a 
fanny situation. If I see ivory with 
the official seal 1 always assume 
that it must be smuggled." 

Many of the smuggled ivory 


enters Japan via a third Asian 
country. A report by Traffic sub- 
mitted in advance of the report 
states that “not one of (he eight 
countries and territories sur- 
veyed had adequate regula- 
tions to deal with the possible 
infiltration of illicit ivoiy into its 
legal domestic marker. 

“I don't want a lota! ban." Mr 


Kunoki said. “These old crafts- 
men need to make a living 
while they are still alive. But the 
skills are' dying out, and young 
people aren’t interested in 
ivory, the ban has made it un- 
fashionable. When they think of 
elephants, they think' of them 
living and magnificent. Perhaps 
that's not a bad thing." 
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Panto Sporting's Greatest Hits. 

1. RDS stereo system. 2. New 85 bhp lGv engine. 3. Alloy wheels. 
4. Driver's airbag. 5. Power steering. 6. Remote central locking. 
7. Improved ride comfort S. Electric sunroof. 

Call 0800 71 7000, http:ZAvww.fiat.co.ak” or visit your local 
Fiat denier for nape information. 
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Cambodia’s evil despot 
stays just out of reach 


Matthew Chance 

Phnom Penh 

"Now we can see the sky, but we 
cannot say how far it is from 
here to the sky," said Hun 
Sen, one of Cambodia’s two 
Prime Ministers, using a char- 
acteristically cryptic metaphor. 
“Where is Pol Pot? Who is he 
with? We do not know," he said 
as he pondered the deepening 
mystery over the reviled leader 
of the Khmer Rouge. 

There was mounting specu- 
lation again in Cambodia 
yesterday that Pol Pot might fi- 
nally have been detained by the 
force of renegade guerrillas 
who split from the ailing despot 
earlier this month. Reports on 
clandestine Khmer Rouge 
radio, now is the hands of the 
renegade faction, said last night 
that Pol Pot and others had sur- 
rendered and were now in cus- 
tody in An long Veng. the 
group's remote jungle strong- 
hold. There has been no inde- 
pendent confirmation of the 
report: just as there has been no 
confirmation of any of the oth- 
er reports. But Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, the country's “first" 


opening of j 
Pnnce RaS 


and he added that this offer had 
beea r<gect^Jjby the renegades. 
They were proceeding towards 
Pol Pot's encampment slowly 
and with caution, he said. 

‘They are being careful 
because Pol Pot is surrounded 
by landmines and they don't 
want to force them into mass 
suicide," he told journalists. 
“We have been told clearly that 
Pbl Pot and his remaining forces 
- about 15 men - have asked to 
surrender." But such categori- 
cal statements, have been made 
before by Prince Ranariddh, the 
veteran Royalist, only to be 
contradicted later. 

Pol Pot, according to reports, 
has been on the run in the thick 
jungles of northern Cambodia 
after 95 per cent of his Anlong 
Veng forces turned against him. 
They were said to be embittered 
with his ordering of a brutal in- 


icnmced yester- lemal purge, in vdndi Sou Sen, 
raised would be alocg-servmgoonfidant,andthe 
capture P01 Frit. Khmer Rouge security chief, 
the colourful was pot to death akwg with ll 
iddhist pagoda, of ins family. 

Mh confirmed Escaping the angry dis- 
mgv _ hat Pol Pot had scoters, wc were told, Pol Pot 
offered torstwendev under fled into the jungles with a 
^ Tied, conditions, band of 200 loyalists and a 
lat this offer had handful of hostages, including 
f the renegades, the nominal leader of the raove- 
eeding towards meat, Khreu Saumban, and, 
ropm ent slowly bizarrdy, Christopher Howes, 
in, he said. the British de-miner who was 
being careful abducted by the Khmer Rouge 
t is surrounded in March lSS5,|»However, 
and they don't these repeals h ave- n ot been 
them into mass independently confirmed. 

Did journalists. Last Wednesday, Khmer 
told dearly that Rouge radio again claimed Pol 
emainingfoices Pot had surrendered. That was 
-have asked to proven untrue the next day. As 
t such categori- the debate dissolved into force, 
ttave been made Prince Ranariddh revealed to 
: Ranariddh, the the international media gath- 
ist, only to be ered expectantly in Phnom 
ter. Penh, that he had been playing 

eding to reports, golf and had heard nothing to 
run in the thick suggest Pol Pot was captured 
hern Cambodia Amid the madness and spec- 

ir of his Anlong ulation, Hun Sen has been rel- 
ied against him. atwely low key. He stands to lose 
to be embittered more than most if the Khmer 
igofa brutal in- Rouge join, as planned, the 


. Committed Hun Sen haters, 
the defecting Khmer Rouge - 
whilst renouncing Pol Pot - 
have continually reaffirmed 
their commitment to fighting 
the “Vietnamese Puppet”. Hun 
Sen abandoned the movement 
to join the Vietnamese forces 
who finally ended in 1979 the 
bloody years of the post-1975 
Khmer Rouge regime. 

Furious with bis bitter rival 
Prince Ranaddfti for soraxsfiiBy 
wooing the Khmer Rouge, Hun 
Sen has dismissed the latest de- 
velopments as a “trick”, with the 
cynical objective of rehabflital- 
ing the leadere of the movement 
he has spent nearly 20 years 
fighting. T don't believe Pol Pot 
whJ ever emerge," he said “It’s 
a big political game orchestrated 

to bang the Khmer Rouge back 
into politics.'' 

A conspiracy theory, per- 
haps. But as the days move on 
with no hard proof that Pol Pot 
has not been allowed to escape 
for a life in exile, or has died 
already, it is a theory which is 
finding an increasing nmnber of 
advocates amongst foreign 
observers. 
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Foxy lady: A Russian »o, te r di s p*y,ng a S— 

Russian fur production has declined since 1992 and the counoy na* __ 







Or, without having to pay a deposit, put 
yourself behind the wheel with monthly 
payments of £199,® 12.1% APR, plus 
optional final payment 
For more information call 0345 21 11 21. 
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and optional final payment 
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Subject to svafeWity. Applies to *dhfcfes registered between 01.06.97 and 30 09.97. 'Manufacturers recommended retail pta indudnw WT at T7.5<b aj at 1 June 1 997. “Eaijnattd on therod price ts based on mamjfadurers recommended retal price Aid mckides W and £&65 
estimated on ihe road cosb lor fcbvay io detfsr, 12 morahs road fcjfld Seance, number dales. Total dw»s for ohB IneWes a Saeflky lee d £70 payable ¥MitefimiiKtflh)ypaymem. tt ftiTherclt3^m?ybeifta(teaibjectmnflQj£ari 

end at the Finance a&txman Wren* quotations arc avabWe upon request frwn Ford Craft Europe pfc. POSo* 46. Brentwood, fese* CM13 Dak. &rarantEes and kxJtmnrtKS may be required. Rmnce a provided subject w status w oveMS's Otfy F«*Ajde; fleets over 25 units. 



Youths get 15 
years for Mai 
theft of signs 


Plul Davison 

Miami 

Two youths and and a girl con- 
victed of stealing 20 road stop 
signs were each sentenced to 15 
years for manslaughter in the 
Florida city ofTampa yesterday. 

A jury ruled that one of the 
missing signs caused the death 
of three teenage boys who 
drove into the path of aneight- 
ton lorry. 

In an emotional sentencing 
hearing, at which the defendants 
wept aloud. Judge Bob 
Mitchum first announced they 
would receive 30 years but then 

added: T believe that some 
mercy should be shown to you, , 
so I’m going to give you a 
downward departure and sus- 
pend the sentence after 15 
years. 

“I believe 30 years would be 
i to waste your life but there must 
i be punishment to fit the crime.’’ 

Under Florida’s law, the 
three, who could have received 
life, will have to serve 85 per- 
cent of their terms, or 13 years. 

Christopher Cole and 
Thomas Miller, now 20, and 
Nissa Bailtie, now 21, admitted 
during their trial that they had 
stolen 19 stop signs along rur- 


al roads in Hillsborough Criun- *• ; 
try, east ofTampa, on 7 Febro- 
ary 1996. But they denied F . 
uprooting the sign that led to . 
the deaths of the three.; 
teenagers returning from a pin- ' 
ball bowling session that night.-, 

The defendants said they 
dumped the 19 signs into a riv- 
er in panic after hearing of the 
crash. But the missing stop sign 
judged to have caused the fatal 
crash was found lying near that 
intersection. 

Emo tions ran high during the 
trial when the mother of one of . 
the three boys who was lolled 
in the crash, Ann Jfertle, said , 
she wjjs convinced the defen-.- 
dants had not. uprooted the -, 
stop sign in question. 

“There were just too many in-.? 
consistencies. I know my own : 
son's reactions and when I 
looked into the defendants’' 
eyes, I knew they hadn’t done j 
it," she said. 

The judge said he did “not 
believe fora minute" the three 
had pulled up the signs in a de- 
liberate attempt to kill. “But 
{your actions] caused ramifica- 
tions that none of you may ever 
have expected," he said 

The three were released on 
bail pending appeal. 
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Victim reveals 



regime 
of torture 


Prick Cockbum 

Jesalem 

Fc47 days Omar Ghanimat 
waortured in an Israeli prison, 
hiopen wounds allowed to 
fen while the Israeli press de- 
tunced him as “a ticking 
btb,” a roan whose mistreal- 
•mt was justified because he 
kw -about forthcoming at- 
tss on civilian targets, 
his week Mr Gh animal, 45. 
to seven children, was sen- 
tced to only three months in 
pon, a tacit admission bv the 
psecutor that he had com- 
bed no serious offence, 
ciinnan rights lawyers say 
lease proves that Palestinian 
potters are routinely tortured 
the Israeli security forces and 
t only when they are sus- 
cted of knowing of an attack. 
“It was the worst case of tor- 
re I have seen in Israel,*’ says 
llegra Pacheco, Mr Ghani- 
afs lawyer, who saw him in the 
ussian compound prison in 
ousalem after eight weeks of 
intinuous interrogation. 

“His hands and legs had 
veiled to bubbles because 
>ere were tight handcuffs on 
oth. There were gashes on his 
rms and some of them were 
) ussy and bleeding.” 

Mr Ghanimat was arrested in 
he village of Tzurif, north of 
-lebrun, on 10 April after Israeli 
uscurity (Shin Bet) rounded up 
i ceil of Izzedin Kassam, the 
military arm of the militant Is- 
lamic group Hamas. 

The cell was responsible for 
planting a bomb in a cafe in Tel 
Aviv in which three women 
were killed. Mr Ghanimat had 
the same last name as the 
bomber, but was not related to 
; him (though the Israeli press re- 
, ported that he was his brother). 
Israeli security is usually care- 
‘ to use methods of . torture 
taich do not use marks. 

In Mr Ghanimat’s case they 
vere less inhibited. Ms Pacheco, 
vbo works for LAW, a Paies- 
inian human rights group, says 
his may have been because' he 
[lid not at first have a latter. 

Always tightly handcuffed, so 
bk>od could not reach his hands, 
dirty sack placed over his head 


jful 

Uta 




and deprived of sleep for long 
periods, he says he was kicked 
and beaten until he could not 
walk. 

In a painfully written affidavit 
on 27 May. the first time he saw 
his lawyer. Mr Ghanimat wrote 
how one of his interrogators 
called “Captain Thriq" sat “on 
a small chair, placed it on my 
chest ... and jumped from the 
chair onto my chest causing me 
severe pain." Another, called 
“the Major,” pulled me “from 
under the chair, which caused 
injuries to my legs”. 

Although he screamed with 
pain continually and was bleed- 
ing, a prison doctor who saw 
him prescribed only the equiv- 
alent of Vicks for bis chest. 

During his interrogation, Mr 
Ghanimat was continually 
asked to confess to being a 
member of Izzedin Kassam. 
Desperate to end the torture he 
admitted that in 1 994 an Israeli 
had come to Tzurif with a 
stolen car in which be and a 
friend had found a gun. They 
hid it and the friend bad later 
handed over the weapon to 
Palestinian security. 

His interrogators seemed un- 
interested in this. 

Mr Ghanimat says one of 
them said to him: “Tbrtuce is 
like the waves of the sea- that 
which is to come is more severe 
than that which has passed." 

Shocked by what she bad 
seen, Ms Pacheco appealed to 
the Israeli High Court under its 
president Aharon Barak to ask 
for a court order to stop the tor- 
ture. The court allowed Mr 
Ghanimat to come to court 
and show his wounds. Photog- 
raphers were allowed to pho- 
tograph them. At first Mr 
Ghanimat would not speak in 
front of Shin Bet interrogators, 
saying: ‘i can’t. They’ll kill me 
when we get back to prison.” Mr 
Barak then told the Shin Bet 
officers to leave the court. 

After Mr Ghanimat de- 
scribed what had happened the 
Stare Attorney said that “ax this 
stage'’ no more physical pres- 
sure would be placed on him. 
He returned to the Russian 
Compound where the Shin Bet 
made him write out a confession 


Gonzalez 
exit shocks 
Socialists 


Szatoeth Nash 

fladrid 


n the dinosaur here,” Fe- 
Gouzalez said sadly while 
iding a gathering of Euro- 
t socialists earlier this 
th in Sweden. A new gen- 
on of racialists - led by 
< Blair - were taking the 
i, he noted. 

jsterday, the Spanish So- 
rt leader threw thousands 
legates at the party’s con- 
* in Madrid into turmoil 
the shock announcement 
he would not stand again 
miidate for SecretaryGen- 
He said that it was time for 
v generation to rule Spain's 
□pal opposition party, 
e is known to be tired and 
jcaUy aged beyond his 55 
s. But he is also renowned 
consummate political op- 
or who never, ceases to 
ig surprises, and it maybe 
Sis is another political ploy, 
[r Gonzalez had been par- 
ader since 1974 when he 
elected unexpectedly at a 
destine congress held near 
j firing the Franco dicta- 
!iip. No plausible candi- 
emerges immediately as a 
ible successor, but among 

e mentioned are Joaqum 

unia, a spokesman for Mr 

Lzalez, Josep Borrell, a 
tv former socialist monster, 

Javier Solana, new Secre- 

-General of NatO._ 

was no secret before tea 
’s elections, when the So- 
sts were defeated after 
•k, u years in power, win 
Gonzalez as Prime Muus- 
that the socialist leader 

stale, dispirited, and want- 

utheWew himself whole- 
rtedly fate > an < ■*■■>>£ 


votes from the Catalan nation- 
alists to rule. 

The Socialists, accused of 
corruption and undercover 
death squads against Eta sus- 
pects, had become discredited 
and bereft of ideas. TTieir un- 
expectedly good result is directly 
attributable to the personal 
prestige and popularity of Mr 
Gonzalez, who, since he burst 


more than 20 years ago. has not 
ceased to dominate iL This is 
partly because of his undoubt- 



Gonzalez: Tired and aged 

politically beyond Ms years 

ed charisma, and partly, critics 
say. because of ins supreme tal- 
ent for destroying potential ri- 
vals within his own party before 
ihev became a threat to bis lead- 



■jpnlm Party; led ty the 
uSsier, Jose.Mapa Az- 
?ved only a relative ma- 
id today depend on 


Tins is not the first time he 
has threatened to leave bis 
comrades in the lurch. 

At the party’s congress m 
1979 when the Socialists for the 
first time began to realms ttoty 
might win power in Spam s 

new democracy, he suddenty 

plunged into a hectic debate 
Shout whether or not the par- 
ty should renounce its eom- 
miunent to Manrism. saymg 
that he would quit unless they 
abandoned what he considered 
to be outmoded revolutionary. 

^ Then, as now. the comrades, 
hitherto all full of. intrigue 
K internal pdW* 
left speechless and rudderless. 


about the gun in Lhe stolen car, 
a technical offence for which he 
has just received three months 
in prison. He is to be released 
on 9 July. 

In May the UN Committee 
against Torture decided that 
Israel, by permitting its securi- 
ty forces to use “moderate 
physical pressure" against pris- 
oners, legalises torture. 

It singled out seven methods 
of interrogation, such as the use 
of cold air to chill prisoners, 
sleep deprivation, sacks over the 
head, shackling in painful po- 
sitions and, violent shaking 
(which has the same effect as a 
whiplash injury in a car crash) 
as breaching the UN Conven- 
tion against Torture. 



Ring of fire: An arc of flames hangs in the air as Palestinians throw petrol bombs at Israeli troops guarding the Jewish settlement in the West 
Bank town of Hebron. Israeli soldiers shot and wounded at least 40 Palestinians. Photograph:Rula Hafawani/Reuter 



A BT Freefone 0800 number is good 
for business. 

It can help you become a national 
company because it can bring you 
customers from all over Britain. 

It makes your company look even 
more professional by giving customers 
confidence that they're dealing wrth an 


established company. 

Pius it allows potential customers to 
call you for free, an incentive that should 
not be underestimated. Indeed 60% of 
people asked would prefer to call an 
0800 number* 

And now, as if all this wasn’t enough, 
we've now got a free minute offer for 

* SOURCE: TELECULTURES FUTURES REPORT 


new 0800 customers. 

If you would like to find out more 
information about this offer please call 
BT on Freefone 0800800800. 
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67 summit: World leaders gather in Denver to hear Russia’s claim to full membership of the world 


-c economic elite 


Eight find its good 
to talk one on one 


Mary Dejevshy 

Denver 


As the last two participants. 
President Jacques Chirac of 
France and the British Prime 
Minister. Tony Blair, arrived in 
the mid -Western city of Denver 
yesterday for the Summit of the 
Eight, tensions among members 
and one would-be member of 
the top countries’ economic 
club were starting to show. 

President Bill Clinton, as US 
host, set the tone for the two- 
day gathering with as upbeat 
address on the glowing health 
of the US economy. However, 
be could not ignore the mis- 
givings that some of his own 
countrymen feel about ‘'glob- 
alisation’' and its potential ef- 
fect on jobs and wages. 

Addressing a live audience. 
Mr Clinton called on Americans 
to “reject the false choice be- 
tween protectionism on the 
one hand and unlimited free 
trade - opening our markets 
with nothing in return - on the 


other", . Protectionism, he said, 
“is amply not an option because 
globalisation is irreversible”. 

The main business, however, 
was a finny of bilateral meet- 
ings between individual leaders 
and ministers, where hastily 
concluded agreements and uni- 
laterally aired disagreements 
risked eclipsing the summit. 

The disruption caused by 
the presence of Russia was ap- 
parent early. 

The Russians had come to 
Denver with two objectives: to 
be recognised as a full perma- 
nent member of what they want 
to be called the “Group of 
Eight”, and provisional agree- 
ment that Russia should jom the 
Paris Club of international cred- 
itors to enable it to obtain in- 
ternational help in recouping 
debts from former client states. 

The first objective requires 
agreement from aQ ocher mem- 
bers. Russia’s spokesman, 
Sergei Yastizhembsky, indicat- 
ed that Russia was pressing for 
the opening paragraphs of the 


final summit co mmuni que to ac- 
knowledge the Group of Seven 
industrialised countries was 
now the Group of Eight. 

Opposition comes mainly 
from Japan. Tokyo's thinking 
stems from its regional interest 
in having China as well as Rus- 
sia play a fuller part in inter- 
national trade. Its feeling that 
the G7 is an economic group 
and that Russia’s attendance is 
based on political considera- 
tions, and its territorial dis- 
pute with Russia about the 
northern Kurile islands. 

The Kurile islands were a 
central item on the agenda of 
the Japanese Prime Minister, 
Ryu taro Hashimoto, for his 
working breakfast with Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin yesterday. But 
Mr Yastizhembsky denied spec- 
ulation in advance of the sum- 
mit that Russia's stance on the 
Kuriles was softening. 

Mr Yeltsin was due to meet 
Mr Clinton for lunch, with the 
issue of Nato enlargement on 
the agenda, according to the 


Americans. For the Russians, 
this subject might come up 
only “in the context of Euro- 
pean security”. US officials had 
expressed concern about Mr 
Yeltsin's reference to last 
month’s Russia-Nato agree- 
ment as “slippery”, during a pre- 
Denver interview. 

That agreement, called the 
Founding Act, was designed to 
lock Russia into accepting the 
first stage of Nato enlargement 
and Mr Yeltsin's sceptical tone, 
accompanied by an announce- 
ment that the Russian leader 
would “definitely not be going 
to Madrid” for the Nato sum- 
mit next month, was seen as 
betraying a wonying element of 
Russian petulance. 

F&ce*aving appeared to be at 
play in an agreement on trade 
deregulation between the US 
and Japan. U was presented by 
the Americans as an “unprece- 
dented'’ opening of Japanese 
markets and fay the Japan as 
“just the continuation of an on- 
going process”. 
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Muscling in: Yeltsin giving the thumbs-up on arrival at Denver airport 




Low, low prices on the 
things you need WOW 



“No nuts or screws! 
This barbecue simply 
slots together.” 


CATHERINE ROSS 
Gardening Sales Assistant 
B&Q BURNAGE 



KEY 

season 


H [ H =1 



Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 

5 litres. 


18” Grill Barbecue 

Durable stamped steel, 
octagonal chrome plated 
grill with wooden handles, 
windshield with choice 
of cooking positions. 




o/wpwood 

CHARCOAL 

fCR MSBcCUtS 


BM 

Lump wood 

Charcoal 

15kg. 

Was £10.99 


AmooiCool 
How Personal 
Cooler 
Converts 
< warm air to 



cool air. 

2 speed fan. 


Was £8.99 

£ 7 " 


each 


Du lux 

Non-Drip Gloss 
Pure Brill rant 
White. 

2.5 litres. 
W0s£9.49 




DuJux 

Weofhershietd 
Textured or 
Smooth Masonry 
Paint 

Put© BiWtonrt White. 
Guaranteed for 
10 years. 5 litres. 
Was £13.99 


each 


Cuprinol 
nmberCare 
Autumn Red. 
Rustic Brown, 
Rich Oak. 
Autumn Gold 
or Woodland 
Green. 9 Jfoes. 

Was £9.99 


each 



Was £7.99 


Also available 5 litres 


99 

szZ 

each 


Thompson’s 
Quick Drying 
Potto Seal 

Protects patio 
dabs from the 
formation of 
fungal growth. 

5 litres. 

Was £14.99 

.99 





Smooth 
Paving Stab 
400 x 400 x 28mm. 
Natural, buff or red. 


Was89p 
each 


79p 



Jeff Bonks ‘Ports of Catr 
Ceramic WaBTQes 
Available in various colours and 

designs to co-ordinate with Jeff Bonks 
wallcoverings. 

Inset. 15 x 15cm. Box of 6. 

Border. 15 X 7.5cm. Box of 6. 

Plain. 15 x 15cm. Box at 18. (Not shown.) 

.99 

per box 


Gainsborough 
Energy 100QX 
i Hernrfc Shower 
| Instant push 
button on/off. 
i 5 mode spray 
head. 8.5kW. 

{ Was £1 19.99. 
rj £8*99 

£79” 


1 FSC 1 

Th* NadBMMa orotea com« from n*o 
nmagoa faerts wre«»41j 
<1 juoreana vth |ho ruin or Fimf 
5hre«i>CwU« 


n 

n 

n 

ISpurSpocebuster 


HIGHEST EVES 
POWER RATING* 


Shower 

10.8WW. 

Was £199 

£149 




1424 x 699 x 302mm. 

J Available In 
| white or black. 

£25” 

Spur Spocebuster 
3 nor Shew Unfl. 

724 x 499 x 302mm. 
Normal B&Q Price 

£14.49 

Spur Spdeebuster 
31te»She8 0n& 
when you buy the 
STlerSheflDnB. 



Black & Decker 
Hedgetri miner 
GT249 

380 watts. 41cm 
cutting length, dual 
octlon blades. 2.4kg 
and 12m cable. 

Was £54,99 

£49 


yc 




Cartrol GTX 
Motor Ofl 

15W/50. y 

5 litres. i 

Was £9.99 1 

£7’? 


Super Fresco Wallcoverings 
by Graham & Brown 

Textured coloured 
vinyl, avertable 
in various 
cofourways.lOm. 





Ffymo Multi-Trim 
Revolution 2000 

230 watts. 20cm 
cutting width, 
automatic line 
teed system and 
16m cable. 

Was £33.49, £3HW 


m 

KILLER 



B&Q Slug Killer 
Mini pellets. Contain 
metaldehyde. 800g. 


ANT* 

mm 


Co-ordinating 
Borders, 5m. 


Earl ex _ 

Super Steamer Wallpaper Stripper 
Large B ghtw e^ght 

SC' /ON. 99 

indicator and 5.8m • M * 1 

working length. 


B&Q Ant toiler Powder ri 

Contains Bendiocarb. 

3009 —.49 


Bead foe lotoolbgfore you ffciy pwtekta ictfaly 




EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
AT B&Q 

Dom BM epWr *• BM WnAaiHi « we Dmotb 


OPENING HOURS M a nny intu da r Hat song teretan 

i fca*u: Motf erofoefcm* afore tt W A jm ScoOTdt NoreemMOna Wrv^jrt 
Canon sere ran n®r*o* jww Won* to ewe* hfore kurettv 

aanutcsweeara iTcaMi- wbtowwuctctom phqwimoomdwo 

I [ntaniet - n«p//»wwW.co u* j 

K* Snot Aim preac&eadMft.isitaoaMtaaa iTCgMawtonankxANMMhfOaWMitiBQArencB Ain 
ndtliK««WteOTpic»iiOTrea»rc««anoMPciirc aA<n» ij n|w atveuaVBadiw*inT4don>reuou,UO«m a* 
aOTMeacaneaMaiiaHavei BUS WonhousnarEH Oww tJB*o mw * HQ WHmMM «i ufl boron 
5I»| tfiaw. winOTW OBM1 XIBIW 10 oOTflb»r ew 6*™#«B aN 

BoB»gjaia»Mipec*aB wot aanwih.'Wfla recto coaaJWmnHCXBOBn^o to faw d on a te cara*c 



you CAN DO IT WHIN: YOU js&o IK 



W hen a provincial city like Denver - however 

spectacular Its fountain backdrop or its urban 
renewal programme - is chosen to host a high- 
flying international gathering, it is supposed .to feel 
honoured and privileged. Not so this Mid-Westem 
metropolis on the edge of the Rockies whose welcoming 
banners and general interest in the event are the least 
conspicuous 1 have seen in a good few years of such 
meetings. No, so far as Denver. is concerned, the World’s 
seven richest nations, plus 
Russia, should feel honoured 
to be here. 

The city has only just • 
managed to squeeze them in 
between two of this year’s 
biggest American legal cases: 
the trial of Timothy McVeigh 
for the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing (which ended a _ . - 
week ago with McVeigh 
sentenced to death) and 
crucial developments that are 
expected imminently in a case 
that has all America panting 
for its slightest nuance. 

On Christmas Eve, a six- 
year-old girl by the name of 
JonBenet Ramsey was found 
dead in the cellar of the 
family house near Boulder, 

Colorado, just up the road 
from here. JonBenet was a 
child beauty queen and the 
daughter of a former Miss 
America. Despite a battery of 
tests, no-one has been 
arrested. JonBenefs parents ‘ . 
have been questioned, but not 
charged. A report on the test 
results was reportedly 

delivered to the police on _ 

Thursday, but details have not In the media spotKgfrt 
been released. The suspicion Timothy McVeiSh. top - 
's that the authority are and^BeJIS S® 

waiting until all we G7 

reporters leave Denver, lest we race up to Boulder and ^^ - 

n a )f d ' s consort in private. NbfotMrV? 

Denver hoteiiers: Don t worry, we’ll be back for the 

C SfeJ* ^^-extravagance will be delighted XW&&& 

extra favour” as we touched dowm - a “351?‘.v 

mi ™2 P ,ea se remain seated for -a few 

number of questions. While rejolcingfo 

were prepared to mix it with'tiL ^ ■, ™ tneDoteh^ 

r ^^^^ r ^were^nfi^ e c{^) 0 ^ 1 7 secret 
servicemen for a delpp^tinn nf thmn 

neighbour, a 

-Why did we need to *”**&*• *? ?! 
told someone." Indead we coufo ^ 

equipped with a phone and fu il TOw ^ seafe ^:., -- 
iMWhy not: cheff 

^^hed before 

T underetendabl^rwt 

I have beer, assigned ■? ": 

the locals guess thrti t is aboSBS thls ' w eefcenS r butj'.y: 
strength of 2 . 100 . ^ 

everywhere, and for ■q3fSSjS? ,n ' 
tower urban crime rate inthn linm? ar wtooneoftb?. 

our side and the Chinese aUeewuT 
President Clinton's re-elKtion ^ftons mto, 

uncovered may be te9Vmfi 




in one corner of the press! haH 0 F^^ n ? h * ri? ^ s " 
hosted last year ' s French..^ 

usa haircut: a little foie gres^aji 

Beaujoiais. of course hut X «t a - . means - .a decent*; 

fat the 

Japanese would prefer T“ nc *efsland! Europeans 
their colleagues. TOt to «»« w 
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Photograph: WktoT <orotayev/Reutere 
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The riotous 
truth about 
les enfants 
terribles 



- 7. 


'and 



q an ill-considered fit of civic 
nd paternal conscience, I vol- 
nteered to be a helper at the 
±ool fiSte. I thought running 
le bouncy castle (a •* structure 
onflabie , not a chateau ) 
ouncy) would be a peaceful 
■ay to spend a couple of hours, 
fistake. I found myself in 
barge of a 20ft giraffe. Worse, 
found myself in charge of 
vets of French schoolchildren 
urling themselves at one an- 
ther as only off-duty French 
hUdrencan. 

It is a myth that French chil- 
ren are well-behaved; or half a 
ryth. Frax± children are dodle, 
ven regimented, in the presence 
f teachers or fierce adult rela- 
ons. Once released into the 
immunity, they resemble tigers 
scaped from the circus. 
Fortunately, I was not alone. 
4y co-helper, a short and tmrid- 
X)king mother in her thirties, 
trolled up after 10 minutes. By 
bat time, a score of children 

‘Are you 
English?’ asked 
an eight-year- 
old Spice Girl, 
j making it 
sound like an 
incurable social 
handicap 







V_ : T>'.fr 


, \V' ,3 

• “ >* 

.*>■ 


\..ys i. 


lad i waded the giraffe, without 
jayiig, still wearing the cos- 
um i s from the shows they had 
ust | resented, and sdll wearing 
• heii muddy shoes. Charlie 
rha lins: dalmatians; Red In- 
t 9 iian ; hippies; zones; toy sol- 
Viier : they ignored all requests 
red threats in my fiercest 
Fret ±. “Are you English?” re- 
spoided pityingly, between 
hug< bounces, one sweet-look- 
ing, right-yearioid Spice GirL 
.she nade it sound like an in- 
run )le soda! handicap. 

h adame sorted out this mess 
. » a couple of minutes of con- 
irol :d screaming: the invaders 
[AVei : ousted; crash bariiers 
ted; and an informal 
or ticket window cre- 
As soon as a guichet was 
n ilace. the children calmed 
icn n. They knew what was ex- 
pet ed of them in the French 
xx k of manners: to wait, in a 
so >y, jostling crowd. 

was relegated to be in charge 

rf foe shoes and other personal 
bonbons, jumpers, hats. 


footballs, prizes won at other 
stalk. Mostly thanks to Madame, 
we got through our allotted two 
hours without major incident, 
only one football lost, a few 
sweets mysteriously eaten and 
two children severely stunned in 
a head-on, mid-air collision. 

In the United States, I would 
certainly have been sued. In 
Britain, the parents might have 
threatened to beat me up. In 
France, the injured children 
barely cried. The owner of the 
stolen football looked at me 
with contempt and went away 
to try to win another one. 

It was my first experience of 
a French school fete. In broad 
outline, it obeyed the rules of 
school fftes everywhere: it was 
amiably chaotic and it rained. 
The outstanding cultural differ- 
ence was the food and the drink. 
No cucumber sandwiches and 
stale tea: instead, champagne, 
fresh baguette sandwiches and 
exquisite home-made patisseries. 

Each class presented a show, 
taken from a film musical. 
There was no fuss about quo- 
tas to protect French culture. 
The themes chosen were over- 
whelmingly imported: Singing in 
the Rain, Hair, West Side Story, 
Grease , 101 Dalmatians, Bridge 
over the River Kwai. 

There were no sensitivities 
about gender role models either. 
Charlie's class of seven year olds 
were dressed as unisex hippies 
for Hair. Oare, three, sang m the 
rain, with real rain. But most of 
the other classes had the boys 
in macho attire, with guns or 
knives or swords, and the girls 
in slink y and sexy outfits. A dass 
of, four-year-old girls dressed as 
dalmaban puppies had been 
trained to waggle their bottoms 
at the audience. The parents 
thought that this was charming. 

In. this respect, France is ei- 
ther behind the prudish, glob- 
al times; or incurably and 
unself-cousriousty Dench. Most 
likely the latter. 

The holding of the fete means 
that the end of the school year 
is approaching. Reminders have 
been issued that the teachers ex- 
pect parting presents, and not a 
geranium in a pot or a bottle of 
cheap wine. Fine. No doubt they 
deserve them, judging from my 
experience with the inflatable gi- 
raffe. I have learned my lesson. 

Next year I shaD volunteer to run 
the cake stall. 

John Lichfield 



Delicate crop: The vineyards of Chateau Figeac in Bordeaux, south-west France. Rocketing prices for 1996 claret are fuelling fears of a market crash Photograph: Barrie Smith 

Claret prices take fun out of fair 


Nicholas Faith 

Bordeaux 


Eveiy two yean, thousands of 
winemakers, salesmen and jour- 
nalists descend on Bordeaux for 
Vinexpo, a trade fair which 
culminated last night in an in- 
timate dinner for 1,600 guests. 
Vinexpo is not nearly as big as 
its equivalents, the Frankfurt 
Book Dir or the Cannes Film 
Festival, but it is more fun. 

For the professionals are not 
“wine bores". Of course they are 
obsessed; but they do DOl go into 
ecstacy over individual wines. 
■With up to 50,000 samples avail- 
able from 2,200 exhibitors from 
39 countries they amply have not 
got the time. A quick sniff , a 
speedy swirl in the mouth, a shaip 
spit and onto the next stand. 

The biggest contingent at Vin- 
expo is of course the home team, 
for the French account for more 
than one-third of the exhibitors, 
followed by major producers 
such as Spain, Italy and Califor- 
nia. Other exhibitors are less ob- 
vious. There is. whiskey and 
cheese on offer from the Irish, 
dangerous-looking spirits from 
Taiwan and a new London gin. 
Inevitably, too. there is a lot of 
kitsch - much of it German and 
symbolised by a tincture called 
Kairoa Sutra, based on ginseng. 

In a mere 16 years since the 
first show in 1981, Vinexpo has 
become the event which every- 
one in the business has to at- 
tend, despite the inevitable 
complaints; of the expense, of 
the danger of exhaustion or of 
alcoholism, and above all of the 
impossibility of doing business 
in the chaos of the characterless 
exhibition halls on the out- 
skirts of Bordeaux. Neverthe- 
less, Vinexpo is particularly 
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important for small producers 
who often find new importers 
or agents in far off countries 
which they would never have the 
time or the money to visit. 

The stars of the show are not 
so much the wines but the buy- 
ers and the journalists- as always 
an ill-mannered and self-im- 
portant bunch. While lesservis- 
ilors have to rely on hastily 
snatched sandwich lunches and 
dinners at crowded bistros, the 


select few hundred are fated at 
sumptuous dinners at dozens of 
chateaux around Bordeaux. 

Over the past few years the 
representatives from the world's 
major airlines had become the 
most courted of buyers, but this 
year they were rather overshad- 
owed by hordes of rivals from the 
Dr East. This has become a 
veritable El Dorado, especially 
for the French, who treat their 
new customers with an inevitable 


mixture of sequaciousness and 
resentment. The new taste, par- 
ticularly amongst the Chinese, 
derives from the increasingly 
obvious healthiness of wine, es- 
pecially of the tannic red wines 
of Bordeaux. 

But the Chinese are also gam- 
blers and they have emerged as 
the major factor in the aston- 
ishing rise in the price of riaret 
over the past few months. The 
market in the 1996 vintage has 


gone completely cra 2 y. Of the 
1995 wines, the “first growths" 
were originally offered in the 
spring of 1996 at D230 (£24) a 
bottle. But today you are lucky 
if you can find them at three 
times the price. This year the 
1996 vintage was first offered at 
Ft 300 and now the price is into 
four figures. The resulting hys- 
teria has given this year's Vin- 
expo its own special flavour. 

Naturally, the Vmexperls arc 


worried that Bordeaux is due for 
one of its periodic crashes, the 
last of which, in the mid-Sev- 
ernies. bankrupted virtually 
eveiy major independent wine 
merchant in the region. 

It is all a long way from the 
lengthy discussions of the fruili- 
ncss, the harmony, the over- 
tones of strawberry jam or 
bananas and cream which wine 
bores are eternally finding in 
their glass. 
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Protest in 

Peking stirs 
memories of 
Tiananmen 


9 i .TUNE 1991 


Tn g tmoefendent - 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

Angry at seemingly being swindled 
out of their homes, more than 200 
middle-aged and elderly Peking 
residents yesterday staged a bold 
sit-in outside the West gate to the 
Communist Party leaders' com- 
pound, near Ti ananm en Square. 

Police allowed the protest to con- 
tinue for several hours but then 
torcibly bundled the demonstrators 
into buses and drove them away. 

“No one in the government would 
agree to hear our grievances," said 
one man who walked away when the 
police started to break up the sit-in. 
Another cried: “What crime have we, 
the people, committed?’* 

A petition handed out by the 
group said: “More than 2,000 peo- 
ple from more than 700 households 
in Chaoyang District, Nongguangli 
area, beg the government on our 
knees to help us powerless common 


people to move back to our homes 
which have been sold by real estate 
developers." 

While public demonstrations over 
unemployment, unpaid wages and 
housing complaints are now fairly 
common in provincial cities, this was 
the biggest public protest to take 
place m the centre of Peking since 
the summer of 1989. 

The timing and location was em- 
barrassing as all eyes are on China 
with just 10 days to go before the 
return of Hong Kong on 1 July. 

No one yesterday appeared to 
have been detained or arrested 
apart from a number of foreign jour- 
nalists at the scene. 

The protest illustrates the kind of 
everyday corruption against which or- 
dinary people have little redress. 

The protesters were all workers 
and pensioners from the state-owned 
Guanghua Wood Materials Factory 
w south-east Peking. Like most 
state workers, they had always been 




Bold move: Police in central Peking remonstrate with demonsfratore staglng^TsJWn ^ outsiS^mmunSSriTheadquarters Photograph: Will Burgess/Reuters 
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company, which a Guanghua official 
said was pan-owned by the State 
Security Ministry, appears to have got 
greedy. 

According to yesterday's protest- 
ers, at the end of 1996 it sold off all 
the apartments in the two blocks in 
which the old residents were sup- 
posed to be rehoused and then 
“shamelessly" denied iL 

The petition demanded that the 
contract be properly implemented. 
"Those who make a mistake should 


correct it, they have intentionally 
committed a wrong," it said 
The government regularly boasts 
that ordinary people can take on 
local government officials and state 
companies through the courts. 

In practice this is difficult. If the 
Hongyu development company re- 
ally is connected with state securi- 
ty, it would be impossible. 

In this case the residents were so 
exasperated they took matters into 
their own hands. 


Given the size and location of the 
demonstration, it is remarkable that 
the sit-in was allowed to continue as 
long as it did With the handover of 
Hong Kong so close, that part of 
Jteking is crawling with police. 

However, even at such a sensitive 
rime, the government does not want 
to be seen ignoring the grievances of 
ordinary people, and it would have 
been loathe to order heavy-handed 
policing in front of so mam’ foreign 
reporters. 


Turkey’s top post eludes Ciller 


Christopher de Belafeue 

Ankara 

President Suleyman Demirel 
has asked Mesut Yilmaz, the 
leader of Turkey’s main oppo- 
sition Motherland Party, to 
form a new government 

Emerging from .Ankara's pres- 
idential palace yesterday 
evening, Mr Yilmaz said he 
hoped to present a new ad- 
ministration to the President 
in nine days. 

Turkey's secular establish- 
ment hopes that the new gov- 
ernment will usher in an era of 
stability and end the perceived 


threat from the country’s Is- 
lamists. 

Mr Demirel’s decision comes 
as a grave disappointment to 
Thnsu Ciller, the departing for- 
eign minister. She had sup- 
posed herself a prime 
minister-in-waiting after 
Wednesday’s resignation by 
Necmettin Erbakan, modem 
Turkeys first Islamist leader. 

Mrs Ciller must now wait to 
see if Mr Yilmaz can conjure a 
majority from Turkey's fluid 
parliament. 

If he cannot, the President is 
expected to ask Mrs Ciller to 
form a government. 


Mr Yilmaz's task over the 
coming week is to cement the 
support already promised him 
by other opposition leaders and 
woo enough from Mrs Ciller’s 
party to enable him to win a vote 
of confidence. 

Mrs Ciller's miscalculation 
may cost her important support 
inside her party, which has not 
been in opposition since 1991. 
More important, her renowned 
infallibility appears to have 
been challenged. 

Mr Demirel mav have en- 
joyed his decision: 'he fell out 
with Mrs Ciller after she 
changed the True Path, which 


he founded. However, he knows 
he has the full support of 
Turkey’s civil and military es- 
tablishment. Mr Demirel was 
twice unseated by Turkey's gen- 
erals. By asking Mr Yflmaz to 
form a government, some Turks 
fed he may have averted a 
fresh militaiy intervention. 

A mediocre prime minister 
on two brief occasions, Mr Yil- 
maz needs all his skills If he is 
to fend off what promises to be 
a determined assault from Mrs 
Ciller. He is by no means guar- 
anteed success. If he fails. Mrs 
Ciller - along with her Islamist 
partners - will be waiting. 
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An old-fashioned tale of hubris punished 


rsKUofc 


N othing unices the nation quite like the 
nun of a wealthy and well connected 
man. A good court case, preferably 
wirn dramatic last-minute evidence, and a 
strong sub-plot of family anguish, add immea- 
surably to the appeal of the story. For a jour- 
nalist, and for many others, the Jonathan 
Aitken story has all die qualities of a ripping 
$ood Saturday-morning read. For the drama- 
tist, it has ail the qualities of proper tragedy 
to the full Greelcprescription. 

Central to the tragedy is Mr Aitken’s flawed 
character. We do not know yet, of course, the 
precise mixture of foolishness and culpability 
which makes up his Daw. We do not know pre- 
cisely why he lied about what he was doing in 
Paris that weekend. Whs it greed and fear? Was 
it simply political arrogance, which did not 
think that receiving hospitality from foreign 
friends and business associates was a problem? 
Whatever, once he had started down the path 
of duplicity, the drama unfolded in the ancient 
Greek fashion, as if inevitable (with a touch 
of deus ex machina about the late statement 
from the British Airways investigator). Along 
the way to the denouement, lots of bathos (the 
allegations of pimping), a bit of pathos and 
lashings of irony. When Mr Aitken spoke, 
misty-eyed, about “the simple sword of truth 
and the trusty shield of British fair play”, he 
already knew that he had the dagger of deceit 
concealed on his person. And what of the 
shield? It turned out to be his family, not “fair 


play at all. His wife and daughter were 
expected to perjure themselves to back up his 
story, and his son was brought up to under- 
score his outrage at being accused of procur- 
ing prostitutes for Arab businessmen. 

There are plenty of piquant ironies in the 
flashback scenes of the play, too, the scenes 
where we look back at the hero’s early life. 
Here we sec the journalist in an earlier court 
appearance - this time really fighting for truth 
and fair play - when he took on the Labour 
government’s hypocrisy on the Biafran war and 
defied the oppressive Official Secrets Act For 
that bravery he was forced to give up a par- 
liamentary candidacy. In his early life and his 
politics there were always strong streaks of gen- 
uine principle and even idealism: he was, and 
is, a complicated man. 

So this is a tragedy with strong moral mes- 
sages. One of them is that traditional staple 
of tragedians, the danger of hubris. In 1967, 
at the age of 24, Mr Aitken wrote a self-aggran- 
dising book called 77ie Young Meteors. Its the- 
sis was that the elite of his generation were 
poised on the threshold of power, in politics 
and business. It predicted glittering futures for 
the likes of John Gummer, Roy Hatterslev, 
Peter Walker. Tony Newton and, by implica- 
tion, himself. It was not to he: but that kind 
of self-confident arrogance is not so distant 
from the arrogance of cover-up, bluster and 
peijuiy. It is a bad idea to tip yourself or to 
encourage others to tip you for the rop. Even 



the apparent exception to the rule, Wiliam 
Hague, turns out only to prove it Michael 
Crick tells the story of how, when Mr Hague 
arrived at the Oxford Union, students were 
determined to hate him because of his preco- 
cious speech to Conservative conference two 
years earlier. Bui his modesty and charm won 
them over, and be never showed the over- 
weening pride that is the essential ingredient 
in tragedy. 

Another moral is the danger of a grand fam- 
ily. The Aitken-Beaverbrooks have cut rather 
a glamorous, powerful dash across the history 
of 20th-century Britain. Their raffishness, 
courage and occasional ruthlessness must 
have infected Mr Aitken with a sense of Des- 
tiny. More prosaically, however, he found him- 
self representing one of the poorer branches 
of the Beaverbrook dynasty, and found it hard 
to come to terms with that. He searched hun- 
grily - too hungrily - for the income to sup- 
port a grand political lifestyle, symbolised by 
his Westminster house and lavish, generous, 
parties. The “meteor” image and a certain 
assumption about the life he deserved surely 
encouraged the comer-cutting that brought 
him into court. 

His heroes tended to be great driven char- 
acters such as Nixon and Beaverbrook himself 
rather than democrats or reformers. He wasn't 
put off by their seedier side: indeed, he rather 
enjoyed it. His background, politics and self- 
image made him a man in a hurry. Latterly, 


he was haunted by a feeling that he had 
reached the first rank too late. So he cut cor- 
ners * striding towards what he thought life 
owed him. Like so many who have been bro- 
' ien J n the courts, he thought his great charm, 
good looks and intellect would see him through 
- that little people’s rules weren’t for him. And 
but for a painstaking investigator, he might 
have been right. He had seemed a very good 
witness in court. He is a very good actor 
rndeed. 

But the final, inexcusable part of his story 
is that exploitation of his family, the drawing 
of loved ones into deceit. How often do we find 
that public figures who brandish wives and chil- 
dren when under attack turn out to be (the old- 
fashioned terms are irresistible) bounders 
and cads? We must, of course, be properly 
respectful of the pain suffered by Mr Aitken’s 
children and his wife. It may seem rather bru- 
tal, indeed, to try to draw a lesson from this 
particular morality tale, as if we are kicking the 
man when he is down. Nor are we gloating. But 
Jonathan Aitken, who was bom handsome, tal- 
ented, relatively well-off and politically well- 
connected, who is charming and clever, has 
been destroyed not by newspapers or barris- 
ters, but by his own greed, cynicism and arro- 
gance. That is his personal tragedy. But it 
would have been a tragedy for the country had 
this man succeeded in his political ambitions. 
He has always been an attractive man. But he 
is a bad man. 
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■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

In the political endgame, Kenneth Clarke is the winner 


Sir The defeat of Ken Clarke for the 
Toiy leadership is a good time to mark 
what may turn out to be his s eminal 
contribution to contemporary British 
polities. It now seems clear that had 
Oarke, whilst Chancellor, not stood 
firm on the European question then 
the Conservatives would almost 
certainly have committed themselves 
against a single currency as pan of 
their general election campaign. This, 
in ijura, would have forced the hand of 
election-conscious New Labour, who 
could have been counted on to follow 
suit - , - ■ 

Once made - even in the heat of a 
protracted election battle - these 
campaign commitments tend to stick. 


Therefore, Britain, under New 
Labour, would by now have probably 
ruled out single currency 
membership in the first tranche, a 
fateful dynamic which could have 
taken the countryout of monetary 
union for all time, and indeed even 
put at risk our position in the single 
market. 

By standing firm on European 
policy Ken Oarke, like Roy Jenkins 
before him, knew exactly what be was 
doing, and consciously placed his 
beliefs ahead of his career. This kind 
of politics is rare in the increasingly 
superficial public-relations dominated 
world of Westminster. Oarke will not 
now become Prime Minister, yet he 


can console himself with the thought 
that he will probably have played a 
more important role in the real 
political endgame than those who 
won the ( increasingly tattered) crown. 
DR STEPHEN HASELER 
London MB 

Sin One of William Hague’s most 
urgent tasks must be to restore the 
link between the Conservative Party 
and reality. The Tories still seem to 
be in denial, and continue to behave 
as if Lhe general election didn’t 
happen. 

Mr Hague has made a poor start 
on this task, with an acceptance 
speech In which he seemed to quote 


numerous passages from the 
manifesto that hasjust been so 
comprehensively rejected. Perhaps 
another election defeat is the only 
thing that will wake the 
Conservatives up. 

ANTHONY BITTAN 
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex 

Sir: Leadership by the elderly, as is 
traditional in China, has been called 
“gerontocracy". Now, with both 
major parties led by virtually their 
youngest front-bench member, 
perhaps we need a new word. How 
about “juventocracy"? 

PETER BURKE 
Oxford 



Arctic nightmare: Landseer^ scene Is Judged too gruesome for students taking their final exams 


Sin Regarding your article on the 
fate of Sir John Franklin (“Was 
Britain's greatest Arctic explorer a 
victim of cannibals?”, 12 June) may I 
point out that there is not a single 
shred of evidence to support the 
stories of cannibalism. 

Such evidence as remains to us 
points clearly to an attack by the local 
tribe of Netsuik Eskimos. They were 
feared as the most aggressive of the 
tribes in the area where the tragedy 
occurred, and they had access to 
metal for weapons. At the site of the 
massacre many used percussion caps 
have been found, ana bones have 
been found with marks showing that 

Why city folk do not 
understand hunting 

Sir: Having been brought up in a 
rural society in which fox-hunting 
was and is as natural as going ta 
school, it is evident to me that this 
sport has become a political issue m 
this country for two reasons: the 
urbanisation of the UK and the class- 

stiuctured society (Utters, 18, 19, 20 

J une ). 

Urbanisation has meant that many, 
if not most, people are generations 
removed from the land. They have 
been reared (and 1 do not mean to 

speak condescendingly but 
pjajisticaity) cm a diet of cartoons 
where human stature and emotions 
have been attributed to animals. They 
never see or deal with real annuals 
except maybe on a rop to the zoo, or 
looking over the hedge onawalkm 
the country. They do not understand 
animalsinthcir natural settings let 

alone the joys of county sporte^d 

pastimes. Is this a bassfor imposing 
their views on those who do. 

The class structure of this society 
has meant that this sport hasbeen 
associated with the aiper-nch upper 

classes id days gone by, and this 
image has lingered Uboifflikes ^ 
have a crack at snobbery. Ttera are 
snobs on the hunting field as m every 
walk of fife. Butplease ^member 
that nany very ontoaypeopteh™ 1 

and intend to contmne. The dreffi fts 
functional 3nd international costume 

which we like. 

MARTHA MAHER 
Winscombe Hill Somerset 


Polar explorer’s fatal encounter 

they had been hacked (particularly would have look* 

the hand and finger bones). The the flesh on hanc 

bodies had clearly been mutilated The story of a 

following the practice of the Eskimos started by a Hud 
at that time and parts of the skeleton who had a panic 
of a teenage boy have been found Royal Navy, who 

that could not have belonged to one current Eskimo t 
of the seamen. people and the © 

Most of the native accounts were, of cannibalism ai 

at best, second hand and fanciful. that wintered in t 
The only first-hand accounts talked Mountains, aod i 

of hands being “sawed" off- the only not want their mi 
possible consequence for frost-bitten by further explor 

r : . i i . ■ crmrcuiKi 


It is a very unlikely cannibal that 


would have looked for sustenance in 
the flesh on hands. 

The story of cannibalism was 
started by a Hudson's Bay employee 
who had a particular hatred for the 
Royal Navy, who based it upon 
current Eskimo tales of their own 
people and the contemporary stories 
of cannibalism among a wagon train 
that wintered in the Rocky 
Mountains, and whose employers did 
not want their monopoly challenged 
by further exploration in the area. 

EC CO LEMAN 

Bishop Norton, Lincolnshire 


Ancient Morocco lays claim to Ceuta 

Sir I was astonished by Olga Bel’s standing and closely-knit friendship 
historical misconception when she with our Spanish neighbours. 

said that Morocco was constituted in MARIAD 
1956 (leuers, 17 June). , Press Attache 

The Kingdom of Morocco is a 12- The Embassy of the Kingdom of 

centuries old monarchy which, during Morocco 
all dial period, has remained a free London SW7 

and sovereign state. The very limited _ 

protect orateperiod (44 years, from Sin It was nice of Olga Bel m tell us 

1912 to 1956) was but a parenthesis in that lhe Spanish enclave of Ceuta 
the long history of Morocco as a stale voled in 1640 to staywilh Spain. She 
and a nation. did no1 S» ve * e ^al figures. 

Ceuta and, indeed, Mellia have I seem to remember that, rather 

been always integrated pans of the more recently, in 1967, me people of 

Kingdom of Morocco. Our endeavour Gibraltar voted by 1 2£00 to 44 to 
to put an end to the present remain British So Pm sure that will 

anachronistic situation has never be au right with Spain, then. 

ceased, and we axe full of hope that a CLYNFORDMEP 

suitable solution could soon be found (Greater Manchester East, Lab) 

within the framework of our long- Mo&sley, Lancashire 


French remain stuck in the Seventies 

Sin Having just returned from deserve: the nation as a whole is 

France. I couldn’t agree more with hooked on its system of work 

the analysis by Mario Vhrgas Uosa practe, state benefits and 

(“The disaster striking France”, 20 subsidies. The French have a great 

June) of the ills of that country’s Tear of increasing “mondiatisatiori"', 

oolitical culture. Strip away the few that it will destroy the country's 

Seaming monuments to stale character. A far greater danger is that 

mending- the TGV, exciting they will fail to grab the political 

architectural works and so on - and nettle; the continuing sickness within 

what one is left with could pass for the state is far more insidious than 

Britain in the Seventies. anything from without. 

- - - .-.t—.k-ci BRIAN MOORE 

Exeter 


Britain in me 

My fear is that the French people 
have actually gov the politicians they 


1 LETTER from 

Dutch success rfTTTTTi urfftTAD 
against drugs 1-El XL/ ILiJJllUll 


Photograph: Bridgman Art Library 

Sin Sir John Franklin's fate as a 
victim of polar bears (Letters, 17 
June) would hardly be more 
comforting than his consumption by 
cannibals. The Landseer painting 
your correspondent mentions, Mon 
Proposes. God Disposes ; hangs at 
Royal Holloway College, London, in 
the picture gallery, which is also used 
in the summer as an exam room. 

The painting is considered so 
gruesome that it might distract the 
more delicate students from their 
work, and is covered with a Union 
Flag each year before finals begin. 
DIANA GOWER 
London W6 


Summer of steam 
on Scottish line 

Sir: Your article regarding 
Ra ill rack’s summer steam 
“ban" (“Steam trains sidelined for 
the summer", 16 June) is incorrect 
in its assertion that steam has been 
banished from the entire Railtrack 
network: there is one significant 
exception - the sbwlays-a-week 
“Jacobite” steam service, operated 
by West Coast Railway Company, 
between Fort William and Maliaig. 

This service, now in its third year 
of operation tty this company and 
running until 26 September, is 
subject to a rigorous daily fire risk 
assessment procedure, carried out in 
conjunction with Rafltrack. The 
1996 season of over 70 working days, 
lost no days to problems of fire. 

The suggestions by Pete 
Waterman that those who seek to 
oppose such a ban arc an 
“irresponsible lunatic fringe’* is 
simply not true. Mr Waterman does 
not speak for all involved in main- 
line steam operations and should 
confine his opinion to subjects 
about which he has greater 
knowledge. 

JAMES SHUTTLEWORTH 
Project Manager 
I “The Jacobite" 

I West Coast Railway Co Ltd 
I Qtrnforth, 

Lancashire 


Sir Paul Vallely (“The puritans would 
purge the hippies”, 19 June) claims: 
“Holland and Spain, which pioneered 
liberalisation, have found that a rise in 
the use of cocaine and heroin followed 
the decriminalisation of ‘soft* drugs.” 
The opposite is true. The Dutch 
experiment of separating the hard and 
soft drug markets has been a success in 
reducing harm caused by drugs. 

A Dutch government report, 

“Drugs Policy in the Netherlands" 
(Ministry of Health. Welfare and 
Sport. 1995), which analyses drugs 
policy throughout the EU over the last 
20 years, says Holland has the lowest 
rate of heroin addiction in Europe, the 
oldest addict population, and the 
lowest HTV infection. Surprisingly it 
also has lower levels of teenage 
cannabis use. Apparently, the “coffee 
shops serve a useful social function for 
young people, by acting as a buffer 
against the criminal underworld 
associated with hard drugs”. 

It does your correspondent no 
good to repeat the falsehoods of the 
prohibition lobby. I, sadly, expea 
Labour to repeat them, as Tony Blair 
and George Howarth have in recent 
months. 

Dr STUART YOUNG 
Edinburgh 

Sin If -we are going to make treatment 
orders as a positive diversion from 
prison for illegal-drug users (“Drags 
policy should be revised", 17 June) 
we need to make sure that these 
programmes are well thought out, 
managed and resourced. j 

When the chief “motivating" factor 
is coercion it is often hard for the 
addicted person to succeed and early 
drop-out can still be high in spite of the 
looming prospect of imprisonment. 
Within most drug taking there are 
issues of one kind or another around 
control and resistance to iL Get it right 
with specially tailored, abstinence- 
based programmes delivered to a high 
standard and there could be much to 
be hopeful about. 

NICK BARTON 

Chairman, European Association for 
the Treatment of Addiction ( UK ) 
Salisbury, Wiltshire 

Worm stirs anew 

Sir. Your correspondent on 
“earworms” (19 June) mentioned 
Alfred Besier’s The Demolished Man 
and Lhe protagonist’s attempts to 
avoid having his mind read. 

K must be 30 years since I read that 
novel, and I have entirely forgotten 
the plot, but on reading the letter the 
worm immediately revived itself. 
“Tenser said the tensor, tenser said 
the tensor, tension apprehension and 
dissension have begun," as I recall. 
Now, of course, it won’t go away. 
ROBERT NICHOLLS 
, Cran field, Bedfordshire 


Leuers s h fr»W be addressed to Letters to the Editor, The Independent, Dae. Canada Square, Canary VVbarL London £14 SDL 
(Tbx: 0I71-2W 2056; c-maih Wters& independenWMk) ami Include a daytime telephone number. E-mail correspondents are asked 
' to gt« * postal address- letters may t* edited for lcqgtb and dart!* We regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Maori insult 

Sin The final word on “toe-rag" 
(Letters, 19 June) should come from 
Eric Partridge. His diciionaiy of 
historical slang defines ft as a 
“beggar”, dating from 1909. with a 
possible derivation from “toe-ragger" 
an Australian and New Zealand 
| expression of opprobrium. The 
nastiest term or contempt in Maori 
was “ tua rika rika". meaning “slave". 
ALAN LEWIS 

Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 


Asking for it 

Sir. If a woman is asking to be raped 
by wearing a short skirt (“The way 
you dress, the way you walk", 19 
June), is a body-bunder asking for a 
fight when wearing a vest? 

PAUL WOOD 
Leicester 


I s William Hague the first 
man to become leader of a 
political party because of a 
photograph - the oae of Ken 
Clarke and John Redwood that 
appeared on so many front 
pages on the morning of the 
final ballot? I yield to no one in 
my admiration for Clarice; he 
would have made a formidable 
and sensible Opposition leader 
of the sort the country needs. 
He is a vety serious loss to 
frontbench politics. 

But his alliance with Red- 
wood was so bizarre, so unchar- 
acteristically implausible, and 
too-deverntty-balf that people of 

all political views immediately 
recoiled. The headlines, from 
our own “Very strange bedfel- 
lows” to “Fury at Clarke-Red- 
wood Pact” (The Telegraph), 
“The alliance of opposites" ( The 
Guardian) and “An Incredible 
Alliance of Opposites" [The 
Express) must have had an effect 
on wavering Tbiy Mft. But the 
killer was surely that picture of 
two profoundly uncomfortable - 
looking men, grinning uncon- 
vincingly beside one another. I 
guess Clarke lost, above all, 
because a couple of dozen Con- 
servative MPs picked up the 
papers, stared at it, and just 
thought “no”. It was a brilliant 
wheeze to link up with Red- 
wood. And if he hadn't thought 
of it, he might well have won. 

As a nation, we arc sliding 
steadily into a pit of moral 
degradation, lewd filth and 
dribbling lubricity: that, any 
rate, is the view of a small but 


rate, is the view of a small but 
steady stream of puritanical let- 
ters m the weekly postbag; I 
have never been convinced by 
the moral decline thesis-one of 
the benefits, perhaps, of a sound 
historical education - but was 
struck by two events this week. 
First, the science magazine 
Focus experimented with a “hot 
sex” cover for half its June print 
ran. keeping a “UFO" on the 
other half ... and found sex 
didn't sell any better. Second, 
the editor of 77i«* News of the 
World tells me that since clean- 
ing up that paper - its bonking 
vicar count has crashed - he is 
attracting back female readers. 
1 wonder if we are becoming 
inured to, and bored by. sex sto- 
ries? This is good news ... as 
long as we are not becoming fas- 
cinated by UFOs instead I don’t 
believe half the sex stories in the 
tabloids; but 1 believe in little 
green men even less. 


Education comes by strange 
routes: I am helping judge a 
poetry competition; books and 
poets' personal details are pil- 
ing up in the office. And what 
truly shocks me, as a flabby 
over-hack at the easier end of 
the words business, is just how 
poor poets are. One of the 
best poets of his generation, for 
instance, is existing on a tiny 
income, with the help of the 
DSS jobseeker's allowance. 

Writers of fiction can make 
good livings; why is poetry so 
undervalued? It isn’t that the 
stuff is obscure or unattractive 
- most of what I have been 
reading is clearer, more mov- 
ing and much more verbally 
exciting than anything by Mar- 
tin Anus or most other top- 
league novelists. I don’t under- 

Why is poetry so 
undervalued? Most 
ofwhatFvebeen 
reading is clearer 
and more verbally 
excitingthan 
anything by 
Martin Amis 

stand it. We hear a lot about 
the British “superstars" in 
visual arts, architecture, music, 
design, fashion; yet there are 
world-class British poets writ- 
ing today who are submerged 
well below the poverty line. 
Here, surely, is a real “good 
cause” for lottery money. It is 
time to get away from the con- 
centration on buildings and 
infrastructure and give some 
space and opportunity to 
hugely talented and creative 
people. 

The scene: the 50th floor of this 
building, London all pinky-blue 
below, a large party in frill 
swing, hosted tty Rosie Boycott, 
our Sunday editor. Mick Jagger 
is present. Says one impressed 
Indie hack to another “Hey, 
spoken to Mick yet?” He turns 
round to see Jagger smiling at 
him. What kind of smile? 1 
asked. Oh, said my colleague, 

I think it was his “well, you're 
a bit of a poor sad bastard" sort 
of smile. We’re all dead cool, us 
at the Indie. 

Andrew Marr 


UNQUOTE 


William Hague is the youngest old man in captivity - Sir Julian 
Critchley, former 72 Try MP 

My family was always saving for a rainy day. They had nothing 
to save and ft was always raining - Sir Peter Han , theatre 
director 

Women are among the most heated, heckling elements in 
Parliament. The idea we are going to be civilising is a joke - Ann 
ffiddecombe, former Home Office minister 

I love the idea of continental breakfast, a double Cognac, a packet 
of Gauloises and one of those big cake things to stub your fag 
out in - Jenny Eclair, comedienne. J “ 

! I am an expert on things that are useless -Christine Hamilton, 
wife of the former Tory MP Neil Hamilton 

Men need to exercise more self-control and understand that a 
woman has the right to change her mind at any time even if she 
is naked and swinging from a chandelier - Boy George, singer 

I hope scientists will get a move on and find the gene which makes 
women unable to have their money ready by the time they reach 
tire frontof a queue - David Lockwood, of Leamington Spa in a 
letter to 77 te Daily Telegraph’ * ’ 

I am very patient, so long as I get my own wav in the end - 
Baroness Thatcher 
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the Saturday story 







the original 
Ann 

Summers 
(far left) 
was setup 


Happy Birthday, Ann 
Summers. Britain’s first 
sex-toy supermarket is 25 
years old, run entirely by 
women, and is now selling 
400/MM) vibrators a year, 
says Glenda Cooper 


as 

figurehead 
of the store 
In 1972 by 
her boss to 
the dismay 
of ‘decent 
minded 
citizens’; 
todax there 
are very few 
women who 
haven’t 
encountered 
her name hi 
someway- 
mainly 
through 
TUpperware- 
styie sales 
parties 
deft) 


When sex ’n’ shopping was novel 


he difference in 
f I l women's attitudes is 

1 clear. Whereas 15 

1 years ago they would 

* have handled the 

vibrators gingerly and passed them on, 
now they want to know what speed and 
size they are." 

Thus Jacqueline Gold, head of the 
Ann Summers empire, now in the UK’s 
top 250 most profitable registered com- 
panies, sums op the changes in women’s 
attitudes to sex over the last quarter of 
a century. She claims that her company 
has been at the forefront of changing us 
from Fifties repressives into Nineties 
liberals, Mia not only can say the word 
vibrator without blushing but also know 
how to use one. 

This Thursday, Ann Summers Mil 
celebrate 25 years of nipple tassels, pos- 
ing pouches and fishnet stockings. The 
company has gone through a dramatic 
reversal since the original owner per- 
suaded his secretary to change her 
name by deed poll to give bis first sex 
“supermarket” an “English Rose” feel. 
Now the company is run by women, 
largely sells to women, and employs 
7,000 women to run their party network 
-which are always women-orfiy events. 
It is a far cry from the early days of 
blacfced-out windows, brown -paper bags 
and catering for men in raincoats. 

Indeed looking at the windows of 
some big London shops, Ann Summers' 


approach looks almost tame. The 12 
stores around the country make sure 
pretty underwear is to the front with the 


“personal products” firmly at the bade 
of the shop. Ironically, the change has 
been so dramatic that Ann S umm ers is 
presently considering how best to attract 
men back. 

The change in Ann Summers mirrors 
the change in women’s sexual attitudes 
and everyday life over the past 25 years 
- from the indulgence of the post-Sixties 
era with “enhancement creams” to the 
exhibitionism of the Eighties (wet-look 
lingerie teamed with big hair and make- 
up) to the more casual attitudes of the 
Nineties with the less overtly sexual T- 
shins and swimwear range. 

It's hard to imagine for those of us 
born around the same time as Ann 
Summers started up in 1972, but the 
abortion act was passed only five years 
earlier, the contraceptive pill was less 
than a decade old, and legislation out- 
lawing sexual discrimination was still 
three years off. The year also saw the 
birth of Cosmopolitan, the woman’s 
magazine infamous for its male centre- 
folds, but also its pioneering attitude to 
women's rights to a free and full sex life. 

“I think that despite all this, in the 
early Seventies gadgets and lingerie and 
all the paraphernalia were seen as 
kinky,” says agony aunt Virginia Iron- 
side. “What happened in the Seventies 
is that for the first time women started 


Did you know die government 
allows you to save from £10 to £25 
a month with a friendly society 
completely free of tax?* And while 
your savings are growing tux free, 
v-ou can look forward to a final lump 
sum, also entirelv free of tax. 


Scottish Friendly has an 
excellent with profits truck 
record and our ten year 
plan offers you: 


A guaranteed 
minimum return 
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CHANCE TO 


having more partners and so they could 
compare one to another, which lovers 
suited them and which didn’t and they 
got more interested in how sex works." 

But does the fact that women can 
□ow buy talking vibrators (before you 
ask, they say “ooh” and “aah”) mean 
that they are more liberated or are more 
at ease with themselves as sexual 
befogs? Or does the fact that nurse and 
maid uniforms have constantly been in 
the top 10 bestsellers since 1972 mean 
that we’re still catering for male tastes? 

The original Ann Sum- 
mers was die idea of busi- 
nessman Michael Cabom- 
Waterficld, who opened 
his first sex shop at Mar- . 
ble Arch in 1972, followed 
by stores in Bristol and 
Charing Cross. There had 
been sex shops before, of 
course, but they had been 
backstreet, under-the- 
counter enterprises. This 
was out in the open. The 
press went into a lather. Oooh Mavt 

Cabom-Wa te rfield 

chose the name because he wanted an 
English rose image and persuaded his 
secretary to change her name to Ann 
Summers by deed poll Ann, described 
by the Evening Standard as “as pretty 
and gently spoken a blonde as you could 
find m Kent” was said to have “wiffingly, 
some would say foolishly, allied herself 
to selling Sex in this country". She said, 
rather prosaically, that “there’ll be no 
difference between buying our goods 
and a tin of baked beans”. 

It might be hard to imagine now, but 
not everyone accepted this at the lime. 
When plans were mooted for a Birm- 
ingham shop, for example, one coun- 
cillor Nora Hinks wrote to the Birm- 
ingham Post inviting “decent-minded 
dtjzens” to join a crusade against iL The 


Post responded with an article entitled 
“Does the Midlands really want a porn 
shop on the corner?”. More than 9,000 
decent citizens agreed they didn’t; 27 
said they did. 

TWo decades on, the 27 have won. It's 
positively unusual to find a decent- 
minded woman who hasn't had some 
encounter with Ann Summers - mainly 
through the party plan that was set up 
15 years ago along the lines of a Tup- 
perware party. 

Giggling women inspecting lingerie 


idea. “They were very uncomfortable 


with a woman doing this. It was very dif- 
ficult to nersuade them to give it a try. 



Oooh Mavis: Ann Summers reaches * 00110113(100 Street* 


and sex toys were Jacqueline Gold’s 
idea. Her father, David, and uncle, 
Ralph, bought the company when it 
went bust after a year and the original 
Ann Summers went off to America to 
many a millionaire. Jacqueline joined 
the company on work experience and 
she didn't like what she found. 

“It was such a male-dominated envi- 
ronment,” she says. “It was not the sort 
of place that a girl would want to stay in. 
I just couldn’t see myself working there.” 

But she did, becoming managing 
director by 1987 after the success of the 
Ann Summers parties, which two mil- 
lion women attended last year, with 
6,000 being held each week. 

The all-male board was reluctant to 
give her tbe money to set up the initial 


ficull to persuade them to give it a liy. 
The board is now all-female. Her results 
were phenomenally successful from a 
financial point of view - with 400.000 
vibrators, 450.000 naughty knickers and 
650,000 bras sold at parties each year- 
The company is now worth £40m. 

Gold caught the Zeitgeist, according 
to Ironside; “In the Eighties, women 
were given a lot more expectations 
about sex by magazine advice pages. It 
was the son of advice that 
went, ‘If you can’t have an 
orgasm, buy a vibrator.’ 
There was a son of des- 
peration - anything to 
have an orgasm, no mat- 
ter if you were having to 
hang upside down using 
all sorts of weird gadgets. 
It got very mechanical.” 

Bui Gold says the par- 
ties were, in fact, a success 
for feminism. These days 
reef 6*1 per cent of Ann Sum- 

mers’ customers are 
female compared with 10 per cent 
when the company started off. 

“Women have more confidence these 
days, not just iu sex but generally,” she 
says. “They arc more comfortable about 
talking to their partners about what they 
want from a relationship, so it’s a lot 
more balanced. 

“We’ve changed our products as 
well. When the company was male 
dominated, there were red baby dolls 
with tacky black lace - urgh! What men 
thought was sexy was not what women 
really wanted. We now have a huge 
range of feminine lingerie and women 
arc much more demanding when it 
comes to quality and service so we have 
had to change there. 

“Women are now buying what thev 


want to wear and will show their part- 
ners afterwards. Or they choose things 
together. It has given women more con- 
trol over what goes on in the bedroom." 

Women send in suggestions to the 
company for new products, which are 
sometimes taken on board. “The other 
thing, of course, is that women are a lot 
more adventurous so we are always hav- 
ing to make our products a little bit more 
daring.” Hence the talking vibrator. 

She claims the advent of Aids has had 
little effect: “We’re appealing to women 
and men in healthy long-term relation- 
ships - well, steady relationships. And 
an awful lot of our sales are lingerie 
rather than sex aids. That’s not to say 
• that there weren't concerns about Aids, 
but I don’t think we’re encouraging 
promiscuity." ■! . 

It’s unlikely, however, that we are all 
going to invest in an Adonis or Black 
Prince to make sure our feminist cre- 
dentials are in order, although at least 
we now have the choice to do so. But 
Ironside is unsure whether Ann Sum- 
mers has provided the sexual liberation 
that Gold claims; “There will always be 
a small group of people who like this sort 
of thing, but I dunk Ann Summers may 
have reached a peak at the end of the 
Eighties when sex was seen as a much 
more mechanical act. People know now 
that if you're turned on you’re turned on, 
if you’re not you’re noL” 

Gold disagrees: “We’ve not only seen 
huge trends in personal tastes but we’ve 
witnessed a massive change in general 
attitudes to sex... 1 do believe we 
redressed the balance in a historically 
male-dominated industry. 

"We are not striving to be perfect, to 
have the perfect range,” she adds. “I 
think we have to remain a little bit over 


tbe line, a little bit unacceptable. I don’t 
think I’d want to be acceptable to 


everyone. 
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Women seem to be totaffy 
undecided as to whether, when 
they are out and about alone 
and provocatively dressed, they 
are “asking for ir or not. JiD 
Steward, victim of tbe vicarage 
rape, implied recently that 
women are putting themselves 
in situations where they are 
vulnerable to attack, and it is 
in some way their own fault 
Feminists were outraged, 
saying that women are never 
to blame for men mis- 
interpreting their actions. 
There is also the question of 
whether men are able to 
control themselves sexually. 

In an ideal world, women 
should be able to dress as they 
please and go where they 
want at any time of day or 
night. But as we know, it isn’t 
an ideal world. It’s got some 
very dodgy blokes in it for a 
kick-off, and to some extent it 
is up to women to limit their 
involvement in potentially 
dangerous situations. How- 
ever, it is not their fault if 
they are too naive, drunk or 
plain angry to do this. 


had with her flamenco dancer 
boyfriend, who has been voted 
tbe Spanish housewives’ 
favourite, and although 
subsequent statements 
explained it was an allergic 
reaction to antibiotics, it 
seems dear that this Sarf 
London girt was about to be 
chucked and responded 
accordingly. One rather 
callous person in tbe fashion 
industry was quoted as saying 
that girls were booked for 
their looks, not their emotion- 
al stability. Well, none of us 
ever imagined these women 
having regular psycho 
dynamic groups to discuss 
their difficulties, but perhaps 
the harsh reality that a 
clothes horse is a clothes 
horse is perhaps truer than 
even So we have another 
lesson, that being incredibly 
beautiful and rich doesn't 
necessarily net you the bloke 
of your dreams. Well, that 
makes ns all feel better. 



anny officers about a case in 
which several squaddies had 
allegedly raped a young 
woman. The attitude of the 
officers was that the woman 
was obviously lying. 
Reassuring, isn’t it, to know 
that the top guns are 
approaching gender politics 
with an open mind. 


thick. This is not itself a sin. 
but when coupled with the 
views she holds it is a 
dangerous combination, and 
cert ^inly a view reinforced by 
The Cook Rcpan, which went 
underground this week to look 
at shenanigans in rha ■ , . 
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at shenanigans in the far-righL 
A finer collection of GCSE 
woodwork failures you 

couldn’t hope to meet in one 
programme. 


A. fairer society 


•1 jrrr«l >"««<■ in (nrarfli fcftwh 


Mi-mjvN <ll \RI RiV4A«!l*i \L fcfWB J J 

T7w ibkta imp kill *th J« 


If you’re in the pnblk eye yon 
just can’t take an overdose in 
peace, as Naomi Campbell 
discovered when she was 
admitted to a hospital in the 
Canary Islands. The overdose 
was alt put down to a row she 


The US army has shut down 
a hotline it started last year to 
receive complaints about 
sexual misconduct, saying that 
it had served its purpose. I 
assume that the service was 
overwhelmed and buckled 
under the strain of potential 
cases. A friend of mine was 
present at a discussion among 


It seems that Dame Edna 
Everage has been replaced by 
another housewife superstar in 
Australia - Pauline Hanson, 
who is going down a storm 
with Australia’s many racists. 
Her bile is directed towards 
the indigenous population, 
whom she views as sponging 
off the state. She has been met 
with more protesters than she 
actually gets audience at her 
rallies. I find it hard to sav 
anything about women lifie 
her except that she is probably 


Research from Finland is not 

«. ? elhiD g a Mtma ^ f ^ D0t 

fake a huge interest in, but 
this week a report from those 
shores strikes depression into 
hearts of women like me who 
are overweight. Apparently* 0 
fat women are the new under- 
class. along with skinny 
Wokes for some strange 

skinny blokes 
JJ! de ; w * ich ,s quite an easy 
dung to do), the report pohfts 


ont that fat women frequently 
find themselves unemployed, 
broke and miserable. This 
comes as no great surprise, 
because over the years I have 
been made well aware what 
the attitude towards my 
appearance is. In this 
country, with a number of fat 
women having managed to 
their way on to tele- 
vision, and Vogue having done 
afashion shoot with a woman 
who is size 16, one migh t 
assome things are a little 

a? C S L ® ut seems not 
According to the editor of Yes! 

“jagazme, a woman who 
applied for a job as a 

was told she 

I^ir ^ "j^faed every week 
not lose weight 

such things as standards of 

SS^l* 0nduct ooaflkt 
implied that 
“e job was to do with 

as well as 

^E**-**. to many 

is tangible evidence of 
Sreeo, which is why all those 


~ ^ “uacrnpoions 

“orons who are Weeding 

get awa 5 r 

J2 ft because they Aaft- 
fook like they’re greedy 
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E iimiko Tsuchida. a 

teacher of Japanese at 
the University of 
Istanbul, bad a horrid time 
on Monday: Wishing to get to 
London airport to catch an 
evening flight back to Turkey, 
she instead found herself 
indigent on the streets of 
Torquay well after midnight. 

My first reaction on 
hearing this sad story was a 
feeling of shame that my 
compatriots should have 
been so niggardly with their 
advice and assistance.that 
the poor lady had lost her 
way. Torquay after midnight 
is a bleak prospect; 
marginally worse than 
Torquay before midnight. 

True, it was unfortunate 
that her one-word query 
should have involved only Lhe 
country of eventual 
destination and not the name 
“Heathrow” itself. In a 
lecturer (let alone one at 
Turkey’s most prestigious 
higher education 
establishment) this level of 
imprecision is surprising. Her 
imagination failed to furnish 
her with the possibility that 
simply giving the name .of a 
distant nation might lead to 
some misunderstanding. 

Thai said, it was a piece of 
spectacular bad luck that she 
should have asked this 
question of a porter in - of 
all places - Paddington 
station. It is, of course, from 
Paddington that the Great 
Western Railway dispatches 
its trains for —among other . 
places - Tbrquay, the.jewel in .. 
Devon's ctowol Torquay and 
Turkey can sound similar in 
the mouth of a Japanese 
visitor, and if there is a 
proximate explanation for a 
gabbled name, you may rely 
upon a porter or a taxi-driver 
to discover II A famous case 
involved .a family travelling to 
see the fabulous exhibition of 
Pharaonic artefacts 
unearthed by Howard Carter, 
and ending up by the pond 
on Tboting Common. 

So Mrs Tkuchida boarded 
the train for “Turkey”, via 
(she must have believed) 
Heathrow. When the 
Paignton Belie failed to arrive 
at a nearby airport, however, 
she merely assumed - with 
remarkable insouciance - that 
she was now travelling all the 
way to Thrkey by train 
Nevertheless, nor wanting to 
leave the matter entirely to 
chance, every now and again 
she would check the position 


Indeed, when she finally 
arrived on the English 
Riviera at midnight, she 
believed she had actually 
been through the Channel 
Tunnel. She had also 
presumably mistaken 
Swindon for Salzburg, the 
Quan locks for the Alps and 
the mouth of the Exe for Ibe 
balmy shores of the Med. It 
had, after all, been dark. 

1 am afraid that, by now, I 
am a little out of patience 
with Mrs Tsuchida. 1 pul on 
one side her extraordinarily 
economical (and optimistic) 
manner of questioning the 
locals. No, what really offends 
is that the most elementary 
knowledge of the topography 
of the European continent 
would surely have suggested 
error as early in her journey 
as, say, Basingstoke. It is a 
terrible indictment of the 
supposedly superior Japanese 
education system (which we 
are always being invited lo 
admire) that it should have 
permitted a senior lecturer to 
believe that the Belgians, the 
Germans, the Swiss, the 
Austrians, the Serbs and the 
Bulgarians all look exactly the 
same, and speak exactly the 
same language. 

But then, there was 
something odd about the way 
she arrived in Britain in the 
first place. In Brussels for 
some convention or other, 
she had decided to visit a 
friend in London. She took 
no guidebooks nor maps - 
nor docs she appear to have 
purchased or consulted any. 

So why did she come? She 
could have had no 
conceivable idea where to go, 
or what to look at. Her visit 
was as purposeless as it was 
ignorant. It didn't really 
matter where she'd been, how 
she had got there, what she 
then did or who she met. AQ 
that was important was that 
she had gone somewhere. 
Once there, all she had to do 
was to go somewhere else. 

Whatever else it does, this 
incident explains the 
infuriating, tunnel-blocking 
vacillation shown by many 
Japanese tourists when in 
tube or railway stations. It 
isn't that they don’t know 
where to go - it’s more that 
they simply do not care. On 
that basis Torquay is the ideal 
destination for them. 


Tonydome and Torydome 


T his has been the 
week of the Big 
While Shiny Dome. 
They seemed irre- 
sistible lo politicians, 
promising to hold the future of 
the nation - if not the world and 
humankind - within their scope. 

Tony Blair fell for the MD- 
lennium Exhibition at Green- 
wich. Tory MPs chose the only 
slightly smaller, but equally 
dazzling globe that encases 
William Hague's brain- Both 
the Tonydome and the Toiy- 
dome are basking in triumph, 
but each has a tiny flaw that 
mars its perfection: neither Mr 
Blair nor the Tories have the 
first clue what's going on inside 
either of them. And, as the 
Prime Minister pointed out, 
the little we can guess about 
their contents Inspires a yawn. 
However .the choices of, the 
Pipne Mlnisaerahd the Parlia- 
mentary Conservative Party 
tell QsTqiHte {bJot about those 
who now worship tfjie JSS wp£ 
Let’s - first take the Ttiry- 
doroe. He is not leader by 
virtue of stunning good looks, . 
overwhelming force of person- 
ality,. experience in office or 
compelling rhetoric.So it must 
have something to do with what 
he believes in. We know that 
the new Conservative leader 
favours hanging, and lowering 
the age of homosexual consent, 
and won't touch the angle cur- 
rency with a barge pole. But 
this doesn't really add up to a 
philosophy. Eveo the most 
dimwitted, champagne-sozzled 
Hague supporter among Con- 
servative MPs must fleetingly 
have wondered what sort of 
Tbry future he was offering. No 
doubt be quickly shrugged off 
the urge to inquire and settled 
for the most convincing argu- 
ment: whoever be is, he ain’t 
Ken Clarke. 

In rejecting Clarke, the Con- 
servatives have made a historic 


choice.This Is a party with two 
fundamental driving ideas: the 
market and the nation-suue. 
The Tories are at their most 
successful when they can com- 
bine these two. It was easy dur- 
ing the days of Empire, when 
the Union flag and its gunboats 
carried the power to force 
British goods down the throats 
of more than half the world’s 
population; and in the early 
1980s, when the Thatcheritc 


by Trevor Phillips 


ket first. At others, the nation 
has been their touchstone. On 
Thursday, Tbiy MPs told their 
supporters that since Labour 
has now become the party of 
the modem, global market, 
they now want to be the party 
of tne nation. 

Vexingly for them, that 
nation now is England, not 
Britain. This bodes ill for Mr 
Hague. He may soon find him- 
self trying to modernise the un- 


ta lives, whose cheerleading for 
the project had all the force of 
a flock of superannuated 
turkeys. The London Labour 
MP Margaret Hodge did her 
best to wake her colleagues to 
the issue; the journalist and mil- 
lennium commissioner Simon 
Jenkins carried on a sustained 
one-man campaign. I myself 
used several hours of LwT*s 
expensive television time to 
making the case for Greenwich, 


huge new green spare iu Lon- 
don). Above all. he or she 
would have insisted that the 
public were to he told about 
the content early, and that the 
plan would be exciting enough 
to attract even the Blairlets. 

In doing this last, however, 
there are two difficulties that 
were not faced by the organis- 
ers of the 1951 celebrations, 
frequently quoted by Simon 
Jenkins. One is that in 1951 we 


Both the domes are basking in triumph, but 
neither Mr Blair nor the Tories have the first 
dlue what’s going on inside them 


revolution^ deregulation in 
particular - gave British firms 
a jump on the rest of the world. 
But with the coining of global 
markets the pivot has shifted. 
The interests of British. capital- 
ism are no longer, always iden- 
tical to the interests of the 
British nation; nor indeed are 
the most dynamic sectors of 
out economy under wholly 
British ownership. That is why 
the bosses of most British 
transnationals talk about the 
inevitability of European inte- 
gration, while those who prin- 
cipally operate within the 
domestic market resist it with 
all their might 
It is not at all clear that Mr 
Hague grasps the significance 
of nis decision to rule out the 
single currency. He may have 
seen it as a tactical issue, but 1 
am sure that it will come to be 
seen as a decisive moment in 
the history of his party. At 
various points in iheibries' his- 
tory, they have placed the mar- 


modemisable: a narrow, 
nationalist exclusive little sect 
abandoned by all but the 
meanest-spirited bigots. The 
new Tbiy leader may prove me 
wrong. But if Lord Parkinson 
— once again appointed party 
chairman - is the best thing in 
the Tbiy modernisers' locker. I 
won’t be holding my breath. 

T he Tbnydome. on the 
other hand, is striving to 
represent something 
quite different outward-look- 
ing and futuristic. It may be a 
little unfair to describe this as 
Tony's show. Greenwich owes 
its good fortune largely to the 
intervention of the only true 
son of lhe capital in Mr Blair's 
top team, Peter Mandelson. It 
was his silky presentation of the 
case that silenced opponents 
around the ministerial table. 
Sadly, he was not helped much 
by London’s representatives in 
the House of Commons, nor 
their local authority represen- 


and even travelled to Man- 
chester and Birmingham to 
argue lhe toss with the people 
on hose cities. But throughout 
it all, the city and most of its 
representatives remained pas- 
sive. This was not a tusk that 
should have been left lo back- 
bencher*, businessmen or scrib- 
blers. It needed the authority of 
authentic political backing from 
across the capital. 

This entire episode, if noth- 
ing else, demonstrates why the 
capital needs a mayor. He or 
she could have persuaded the 
rest of the UK just why they 
will benefit more from having 
the exhibition in London. He 
or she would have twisted arms 
to ensure that people from all 
over the nation -would be able 
to visit the place at an afford- 
able price. He or she would 
have insisted from the start 
that ihcrc was something left 
behind (one of the earliest 
suggestions was an urban for- 
est, which would have added a 


were not competing with cheap 
trains to Disneyland Bans, and 
affordable flights to Florida's 
Universal Studios. The Prime 
Minister, a doting father, 
acknowledged this. He knows 
that if it is not at least as good 
as Disney, then we'd rather 
stay home, thanks. Any show 
will have to go some in the 
entertainment stakes to com- 
pete; the exhibition may have 
worthy aims, but please God. 
it must not be just a bigger ver- 
sion of the annual trip to the 
Science Museum. 

The second difficulty is more 
intractable. No more than one 


in 200 Britons can fit on the site 
at any one time, never mind 
the tourist who, we hope, will 
turn up to pay for the whole 
thing. So how do we share the 
moment of transition to the 
new millennium? The experi- 
ence of the VE Day anniver- 
sary celebrations and of Euro 
96 suggest that the organisers 
will now have to think quite dif- 
ferently. Most people cele- 
brated close to home with their 
friends and families, and joined 
the nation by TV 

Perhaps one element of the 
national outreach should pro- 
vide forvast TV screens at hun- 
dred of sites around the nation, 
tlirough which Inverness can 
sec Isleworth and Brighton can 
join with Blackpool. After all. 
these days, if it's not on TV it 
can't be real anyway, can it? 

To make all this work will 
lake the skills of a brilliant 
impresario, the resources of a 
major entertainment group, 
and the charm of a super fixer. 
I imagine- that those behind the 
Tonyuorne already have the 
names of Mr Harvey Gold- 
smith, Granada's Gerry - Robin- 
son, and Sir Bob Scott on file. 
There are others equally able 
who Tony will be able to call 
upon to deliver his dome. 
Uncomfortably for his oppo- 
nent across the House of Com- 
mons. the equivalent file in 
Conservative Central Office is 
pretty thin. It will be some time 
before his dome produces any- 
thing that can compete, even 
with Disnev. 






Warning: the thrill of living is at risk 

Courts should not try to second-guess decisions made on mountains, argues Charles Arthur 
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E arlier this year I was in Seattle, 
Washington and dropped into 
an outdoors shop to see 
whether the booming pound in my 
pocket would buy some climbing 
shoes. The shop assistant hovered 
helpfully as I tried a pair on. Then l 
asked what sort of climbing they 
would be best for. • 

From the look on his face, yon 
would think I had asked for the name 
of a reliable hitman to kfll rov grand- 
mother. “I can’t tell you that, he said 
querulously. “You’d have to get a qual- 
ified instructor to show you. 

In my naive, British way I thought 
he was overreacting. Intact, he was 
going along with the oonventions m 
tiie United States: canrie® wonfc ** 
kill you, financially - especially m 
JdUCTspc.it of mountaineering .it a nflj 
only the shop assistants who take 
cS not to tell you anything. Even the 
mountaineering magazines ^ 
claimers which effectively say. Loot 
we publish this, magaane but rea%. 
yo/d be an idiot to think we knew 
anything about this at all. Go and find 
Sfcxjy qualified before you hurt 

icanSthanJ for “insured against 
lawsuits arising 

Doctors are qualified. Lawyers are 
qualified, /id shop asostants m out- 
door shops aren’t qualified, so they 

SSd te P io!efflble il ’such i atti- 
tudes remained on the other adc o 
the Atlantic where you can barely 


walk down the street without seeing a 
warning. (I expected continually to see 
written on the ground: “DANGER: 
Falling on this pavement can cause 
injury".) But it looks as though Britain, 
too, is going to be infected with this 
virus of legally induced anxiety. 

Yesterday a High Court judge ruled 
that David “Smiler" Culhbcrtson, a 
mountain guide, had been negligent 
when his friend, Gerald Hedley, died 
while they were climbing in the F renai 
Alps. To try to speed up. their projsress 
across a rapidly melting ice climb, 
Culhbcrtson arranged a belay - a 
place where Hedley could wail - con- 
sisting of a single piece of metal 
screwed into the ice. Ideally, you 
would want two such screws to form 
a “bombproof" belay. Cuihbenwn 
argued that he used just one because 
lime, rather than absolute safety, was 
of the essence*, he wanted to cross the 
slope before the ice melted, setting off 
a hail of rocks. He began to climb but 
the ice sheet broke beneath him. He 
and Hedley, who were roped together, 
fell onto rocks below. Cuthbertson 
escaped with a broken knee, but Hed- 
Jev was killed 

‘The suit was brought by Hedley s 
son - who was not bom when ins 
father died. Daniel Wbodroffe, now 
six, sued through his mother, Lynda, 
and win receive up to £200,000 in dam- 
ages as compensation. Mr Justice 
Dyson said the time saved by not fix- 
ing a second screw or “ninning belays 

(intermediate attachments for the 
rope, on the ice slope) was not long 



They tfidnt sue In the OM days ... 

Photograph: Hulton Getty 

enough' to justify taking the risk of 
using just one belay. 

Quite apart from the bizarre spec- 
tacle of a High Court judge making 
pronouncements about conditions 
prevailing on the side of a mountain 


six years ago to which there are no 
independent witnesses, the prospect of 
widows (or, for that matter, widowers) 
suing over unpredictable accidents in 
risk sports is deeply worrying. 

Taking risks and being responsible 
for yourself - not relying blindly on 
others - is what risk sports arc all 
about. Even more than that: it’s what 
life itself is about. If you could control 
all risks completely, so that all out- 
comes were known, where would the 
danger be? Where would the thrill of 
living be? 

The dampening effect of such law- 
suits as this in the UK is particularly 
worrying because climbing and moun- 
taineering - such wonderfully point- 
less. yet such life-enriching sports - 
have for years been dominated by 
British climbers. The name of Edward 
Whymper, one of the foremost of the 
29th ccnluiy pioneers. is still spoken 
with owe. People wearing modern 
equipment in the Alps regularly quiver 
as they repeal his climbs, and realise 
how difficult and daring were his 
accomplishments. 

Whymper did have many narrow 
escapes, none more so than on his 
descent in 1875 in a loom of six from 
the fiist ascent of the Matterhorn. The 
first four of the team slipped to their 
deaths; there were rumours that the 
guide (who survived with Whymper) 
had cut the rope to save his own neck. 
The Times thundered at the time at the 
stupidity of climbing peaks and the 
senseless loss of life. Happily, nobody 
thought of resorting to law. or a whole 


culture might have died on ibc spot. 

The fact is that in the Alps, the 
essence of survival is evading danger, 
and that generally means trading 
safety (such as ice screws) for speed: 
the sooner you're off the mountain the 
less likely it is to kill you. Slaying alive 
is more important than following a 
rule book. But If everyone is going lo 
start hauling mountain guides up 
before the beak because they get 
hurt, then the guides arc going to give 
up and slick to taking school parries 
for walks around car parks. (After all, 
someone might get hurt if you go up 
a mountain route.) 

What the judge overlooked is that 
the advance of technology which has 
made it so much easier to get into the 
mountains hasn’t been mirrored by an 
advance in mental ability. People still 
get scared when they have a 2,000 foot 
drop below them, even if they’re 
attached to steel hawsers made in' the 
best standards available. (Most just 
have nylon ropes, so the terror 
increases, marginal Iv.) The ability to 
control that fear and evaluate the sit- 
uation calmly while the snow melts 
and the wind blows and the cloud for- 
mations change, knowing your capa- 
bilities and that of your partners, and 
the history of the area, is what distin- 
guishes a mountain guide - or any 
other experienced climber - from the 
beginner. Or, one might comment, the 
High Court judge in his chambers. 
Wbat we should look for is the 
approach of Whymper - not the whim- 
per of those reaching for their lawyer. , 


Everest are the only company 
confident enough to offer a lifetime 
guarantee on The sealed units in all 
our new IVC ■ U windows and doors 
What’s more, we have rigorously 
rested our mm PVC-U casement 
windows to ensure that every design 
and sin? exceeds the BSf security 
standard by 50V So no matter how 
big your windows are ot how many 
openings they have, you can be sure 
your frame will be more secure. 
"With over thirty yean 
experience of fitting 
inc&vkhiatty tailored windows 
in over a million homes 
throughout the British Isles 
only Everest design windows 
to withstand Britun." 


Only Everest 
windows 
exceed 
BSI security 
standards 
by 50%. 


Fit the best fit Everest 

'Off M price dependent on order value Not to be used m conumflicui wfh any ether offer 
Differ Bfit cferounis apply to Rocrfl in# and ctm loevatones 
Offer only available a> tan af quotation security ctam applies » PUC-U wndqws. 
lUetima guarantee airalia to seated unin in PVC u replacement 
wndows and entrance doors 


(all Free 0800 010123 P rofJUN7lO 

I'd like to know more about Everest's award 
V Ell winning product range. 

Please arrange for a free, no obligation quotation. 

Name- Mrtfaflfas 


Horn* W No 

Address 


— — — — Postcode _ 


Q Everest 

mbTO fit the best 

Emm House-. FREEPOST. CuHIcy, 
Henterdshtw ENb 4*fA. 


1 













obituaries / gazette 


1997 -THEJNS 

SATUgg^L^ 2 ® 


- . f 1 







STB 


\t 


. . . girins him a S5©C"* 
oond bite of the 
cherry. 


'Love is . . cartoon try Casali 


Martha Duffy spent roost of her 
career working for Time mag- 
azine in iis golden age. She 
joined as a 24-year-old re- 
searcher in 1960, the only job 
then available to a woman, 
progressing through the ranks 
from reporter to associate ed- 
itor. In 1974, she became the 
second woman to be promoted 
to a senior post on the maga- 
zine, when Henry GmnwaJd ap- 
pointed her to" be editor in 
charge of the coverage of the 
performing arts. 

She herself became the sub- 
ject of literary anecdote. As ear- 
ly in her career as 1961, she 
founded a whole genre of jour- 
nalism, when, assigned to work 
on a cover story on the reclu- 
sive J.D. Salinger, she actually 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


McAUTLIFFE: On 5 May 1997, at 


Hospital, to Kale ln6e 
Samuel) and GcraJd, a daughter, 
Emma Pauicia Grace, a sister lor 
Thomas. 


DEATHS 


HASAN: Elizabeth Louise Morrani, 
passed away peacefully 31 home in the 
arms o( her husband Somrv and in the 
presence of her cousin Hilary, on 13 
June 1997. Liz's battle against her ill- 
ness was fought with dignity and 
courage. She win be deeply missed by 
lamfly and friends. Funeral Service at 
St Andrew’s, Parish Church. Winder- 
mere Road. Muswell HitL on Tues- 
day 24 June at noon, fallowed bv a 
cremation at St Maryktwnc Crema- 
torium for family members only. 
Family flowers only. Donations to 
Cancer Research or fo the Lvm- 

phoma and Leukaemia Unit c/o Tim 
Jackson, PPW3. Univeraty College 


Hospital. Grafton Wav.’ London 
WC1E hAU. 


Annocmctmetits Ear Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in vmtjnR to the Gazette Editor, 
Ibe Independent. 1 Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf. London E14 SDL. tele- 
phoned 10 017I-2P3 20U (24-hour 
answering machine 0171-293 1012) or 
fined to 0171-293 2010. and are chat ywi 
at £&50 a line i>AT extra). OTHER 
Gazette annotntcetnenis must be sub- 
mitted in writing (or faxed) and are 
charged at £10 a Use, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone mxmbec 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Toaos The Dnta of Gloucester opens 
the new permanent ctawraom at Dc* 
labolc plfimay School. Debhnfc. Cornwall; 
and, a* Grand Prior, the Order ofSi John, 
attends the 75th Anniversary a-fchra- 
tiotut of the Cadcu and the IfHh arnwer- 
saiy celchraiion^ nf the Badgers at 


Julia Smith 


As a director working on the 
BBC police series Z Cars , Ju- 
lia Smith first met Tony Holland 
in 1971, when he arrived on the 
programme as script editor. 
They both showed a passion for 
tackling issues and giving a 
chance to new writers that was 
to produce their biggest success 
14 years later, with the creation 
of EastEndenr. a serial that would 
provide the BBC with its first 


long-running soap opera since 
half-hearted attempts in the 
Sixties to find an answer to the 
dominance of ITV in that field. 

Despite its unrelenting doom 
and gloom, constant friction be- 
tween the characters and lack 
of the cockney sense of humour 
that so many associate with the 
Bast End of London, EastEnders 
has become the BBC’s only 
programme to challenge Coro- 
nation Street , its Northern rival, 
in the battle for viewers. Issues- 
led, not character-led, the soap 
has dished out murder, teenage 
pregnancy, cot death, homo- 
sexuality, Aids, drug addiction, 
racism, abortion and many 
other unpalatable facts of life. 

As its original producer. 
Smith was dubbed "The God- 
mother" for the way she ruled 
the programme with a rod of 
iron. She left in 1988 and went 
on to become series producer of 
the in-fated Eldorado, created by 
Holland. In Jess than 10 years, 
she experienced both extremes 
of television success after a ca- 
reer in which she had worked on 
dozens of popular dramas. 

Born in London, she was the 
daughter of a musician father 
who taught at the Royal Acad- 
emy of Music and cousin of the 
film director and lighting cam- 


eraman Chris Menges, who 
credits her with being an inspi- 
ration of bos owd career. Smith 
trained at Rada, before learn- 
ing stage management with 
repertory .companies around 
t[» country; After working with 
R °yai Shakfispeare Com- 
pany, she was asked to stage 
manage a play m Paris that the 
BBC was doe to televise. When 

she arrived. Smith was asked to 
stage-manage the production 
for television, too. 

She subsequently worked as 
assistant floor manager on 
many BBC programmes. De- 
termined to become production 
manager, but with few oppor- 
tunities in the Corporation, 
Smith decided to go back to the 
theatre, working with the RSC 
again at Stratford-upon-Avon. 
In 1963, the BBC asked her to 
return to the fold as a produc- 
tion manager.' She accepted and 
worked on dasac serials such as 
Pride . and Prejudice. Again de- 
termined to further her career, 
Smith 'took a BBC directors 1 
training course and was soon di- 
recting programmes such as Dr 
Finlay s. Casebook, the popular 
series based on AJ. Cronins sto- 
ries, set m Scotland and starring 
BUI Simpson, Andrew Cruick- 
sbank and Barbara Mullen. 

She gained her first taste of 
soap opera as director of Com- 
pact, the serial set in a women's 
magazine office, and The New- 
comers , about Londoners set- 
tling in East Anglia, which 
included in its cast Wendy Rich- 


ard, later to play Pauline Fowler 
in EastEnders. But the BBC did 
not take soap opera seriously. 

In 1966, moving on to Doc- 
tor FWio, which was produced on 


Kim Casali was, as “Kim’’, 
the creator of the long-running 
Love is . . . series of single- 
panel romantic cartoons 
featuring a naked boy and girt. 

The cartoons first appeared 
in the UK in the Daily Sketch 
in April 1970 and continued in 
the Daify Mail when it took over 
the paper. More than 25 col- 
lections of Love is... have been 
published since 1972. As well 
as in books, newspapers and 
magazines the drawings have 
been reproduced on T-shirts, 
watches, clocks, jewellery, 
underwear, pyjamas, lamps, 
notepaper, posters and greet- 
ings cards aU over the world. 

The canoons began as fllus- 


tracked him down to a remote 
New Hampshire post office. 
Martha Duffy was an attractive 
young woman, but that held no 
charms for the author of Catch- 
er in the Rye ; when she politely 
asked if she might speak to him, 
he looked alarmed and fled. 

After giving up her demand- 
ing senior editorship in 1989, 
Duffy stayed on as a senior writ- 
er on Time and was encouraged 
to follow her own interests. Her 
formidable portfolio included 
book reviewing and music. "We 
first met at the 1994 Bayreuth 
Festival, where her friend James 
Levine was conducting a new 
Ring cycle. She was severely 
critical of ihe production, 
particularly of the costumes. 

For this was another of 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Prince William of Wales, 15; 
Mr Joseph Bamford, founder, j.C 
Bam ford Excavators, SI; Miss Be- 
nazir Bbuito, former prime minister 
of Pakistan, 44; Mr Christopher 
Brown, former director and chief ex- 
ecutive, NSPCC 59; Professor Anna 
Davies, philologist, 60; Mr Ray 
Davies, rack singer, 53; Mr John 
Edrich, cricketer, 60; Mr Wally 
Fawkes, cartoonist and jazz musician. 
73: Miss Kate Hoey MP, 51; Sir 
Bernard Ingham, former chief press 
secretary to the Prime Minister, 65: 
Mr Gerald Kaufman MP, 67; Pro- 
fessOT Patricia Lindop, radioWolugist, 
67; Mr Ian McEwon, novelist, 49; Sir 
Michael McWQJiam, former Direc- 
tor, School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London University, 64; Sir 
Michael Marshall, former MP, 67; Mr 
Peter Marshall, former Commis- 
sioner, City of London Police, 67; Sir 
John Morgan, diplomat, 68; Sir Ed- 
win Nixon, former deputy chair- 
man, National Warminster Bank, 72; 
Mr Malcolm Rilkmd QC, former MP, 
5i; Miss Jane Russell, actress, 76; 
Lord Saalchi, advertising executive, 
51; MUe Practise Sagan, writer, 62. 


TOMORROW: Sir Hugh Annesley, 
former Chief Constable, RUC, 58; 
Mr Jack Bailey, former secretary, 
MCC, 67; Mr Danny Baker, televi- 
sion presenter, 40; Sir John Barnes, 
former diplomat, 80; Sir Christopher 
Booth, gasiio-cm tmologfeL 73; U- 
Gen Sir Robin Carnegie, former 
Director-Gracral of Army Train- 
ing. 71; Mr Hubert Cbesshyre, Nor- 
rcy and Ulster King of Arms, 57; Mhs 
Katherine Dunham, choreogr a pher. 
87; Field Marshal Sir Roland Gibbs, 
former Lord-Lieutenant for Wflt- 
shire, 76; Lord Hunt, mountaineer, 


Twwitftcn. CarmaU. TOMORROW: The 
Duke of Edtabargh. Patron of the Cara- 
van Club, visits the Sandringham Estate 
Caravan Club vile at Sandringham, Nor- 
folk. The Duke of Gloucester. Patron. 
Normandy Veterans Association. accom- 
panied by The Duchess of ChMccHa*. 
attends the Annual Parade and Service 


a shoestring budget but bad be- 
come the backbone of British 
science-fiction television. Smith 
was responsible for dnec&g die 
changeover of Doctors from 
William Hartnell to Patrick 
Houghton, wbo had played a lo- 
cal schoolmaster in Dr Finlay’s 
Casebook. Doctor Who’s first 
producer. Verity Lambert, 
teamed up with Smith almost 30 
years later on Eldorado. 

Other programmes Smith di- 
rected during the Sixties in- 
cluded an episode of Jury Room 
( 1965) about the trial of the axe 
murderer Lizzie Borden and the 
popular 1968 saie&The Railway 
Children. Moving on to Z Cars 
gave Smith a chance to work on 
more hard-edged drama. When 
it started in 196Z Troy Kennedy 
Martin's creation revolutionised 
the public’s perception of the 
British polio; force and de- 
stroyed the image of the friend- 
ly bobby on the beat created by 

Dixon of Dock Green . It proved 
a valuable breeding ground for 
writers such as John Hopkins, 
Alan Plater and ADaa Prior and, 
by the time Smith became a di- 
rector, the programme had 
switched to a twice-weekly ibonaL 

She subsequently directed 
Angels (1975-83), Paula Milne's 
serial following the lives of stu- 
dent nurses in a South London 
hospital It was originally broad- 
cast in weekly, 50-minute epi- 
sodes but when, in 1979. it was 
relaunched with two half-hour 
episodes each week, Smith be- 
came producer. She then 
brought in Tony Holland, who 
had not only worked with her 
on Z Cars but had experience as 
a nurse in the Army, as stoiyiiiie 
editor. The pair subsequently 


created DimtrNmc (1984), nfog, with Holland writing the 
starring Neiys Hughes as a cfe- ^stoiylines. Then, Holland was 
trict nurse in the South Wales asked to come up with an Idea 
villages of the Tfcftotfos. • &raiu^ierBBCserial.There- 
The BBC now asked them to-, suit was Eldorado, .which he 
devise a new, twice^we<% <fca- and Smith* as series producer, 
ma semi to nm every Wgk of ’ saw as ft sqap about British ot- 
the year. In a ShqphcrcFsrBpsb ,^patriate& on a Spanish island, 
wine bar, two weeks aftera*** 1 — j — — 
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ATV studios at Efcfree, in Hert- 
fordshire, they came up w£th tf ■ 
300-word idea for a p ro gr a m m e ; 
set in the East End of London, 
provisionally titled East 8. Jon- 
athan Powefl, the BBC’shead 
of series and seria^- accepted 
it and Elstree Studios was ear- 
marked as the new serial's pro- 
duction centre, with an outdoor 
set of Albert Square and a 
street market specially built 
Smith became series producer 
and Holland was both script and 
storyline editor. 

East E nders bit BBCl screens 
for the first time at 7pm on 19 
February 1985 with the words 
of the Queen Vic landlord Den 


ritisbec- 
ti island, 
dtoem- 
commu- 



a 25-acrc^^- 
foe mountains ®2w£Malaga at 


bertfsnft for EJdbmdo-rA soap 
about, people learning to be 
re^Buwpeaneand watched by - 
■aU Europe 4 that is my dream. 
Which couldall go wroflg.” 

Dubbed , as a nm of '^sun, 
sand, sangrie'^and sod 7 ^Eldora- 
do was launched m Jufy 1991; 
Exactly a year later, it Was over, 
with constantly dwindling au- 
diences for its three weekly 
episodes. Smith bad left after 


CTy* 1 


S&it* 


of the Queen Vic landlord Den just a few mn Yrrh^ mm plafnjng 
Wktts: “Stinks in here;" “Dirty’’’ .of exhaustkm, following friction 
Deo, Arthur Fowler and Ah Qs- between those in charee about 




man were seen breaking down 
the door of Reg Cox’s flat, 
where they found the old man 
slumped in his armchair, dead. 

That first scene set the tone 
for what was to come. In 1988, 
the year she left EastEnders, 
Smith was presented with Baf- 
ta's Desmond Davis Award for 
outstanding contribution to 
popular drama. Six years later, 
ber creation increased its out- 
put to three weekly episodes. 

Smith and Holland teamed 
up again in 1991 to create a se- 
ries for Swedish television about 
a private detective called Sno- 
km (‘’Snoop"), which is still run- 


be tween those in charge about 
the dircetioa of the sexiaL 
She was not to work in tele- 
vision again but enjoyed trav- 
elling around gremg; lectures 
about television drama and 
production. Eldorado was an un- 
fitting end to the career of a 
television producer and direc- 
tor wbo did much to push pop- 
ular drama beyond the safe 
and conventional. 




Anthony Hayward 


Julia Smith, television producer 
and director bom London 
June 1927; married David 
Geary (marriage dissolved); died 
London 19 June 1997. 


The Godmother". Smith on the set of EastEnders 


pnotograph: BBC 


Kim Casali 


trations to messages which the 
shy Kim left for her future hus- 
band Roberto during their 
courtship in Los Angeles. “I 
began making tittle drawings 
for myself to express how 1 felt 
. . . It was a tittle bit tike keep- 
ing a diary that described how 
my feelings had grown.” 

The very first drawing, which 
served as a thumbnail signature 
to a domestic note, featured 
Kim herself with freckles, large 
eyes and long fair hair (a male 
figure with equally large eyes 
but with shorter dark hair, rep- 
resenting Roberto, followed). 
When the two began to spend 
weekends together she would 
leave little sketches under his 


pillow and in the drawers and 
later Roberto, to her delight, re- 
vealed that be had kept all her 
cartoons and encouraged her to 
draw more. 

Kim had at the time been 
working at Max Factor sticking 
labels on packaging. When she 
left to become a receptionist in 
a design company, sbe started 
producing small booklets con- 
taming her Love is draw- 

ings which she sold to visitors 
for $1 each. One day a friend 
suggested that she show them 
to a contact on the LosAnge* 
les Tones. The paper published 
the first of the series op 9 Jan- 
uary 1970 and from then cm they . 
were syndicated jn the United - 


States and overseas; they have 
since been reproduced in 50 
countries world-wide. 

Such was the success of the 
feature in the US that when in 
the late 1970s ihe Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin ran a competition for 
readers to submit their own 
Love iff ... . captions they re- 
ceived nearly 9,000 letters, 
the biggest response from 
readers on any topic that the 
newspaper had ever had. 

Like many self-taught artists, 
for many years Kim Casali felt 
that she was not reafly.a pro- 
fesri on al cartoonist but rather, 
in her own words, “a doodJer”. 
Sbe was born Marilyn Judith 
Grove in Auckland, . New 


Zealand, in 1941 and at the age 
of 19 travelled to Europe and 
the US. She worked in various 
jobs, including being a waitress 
in a London teashop. before 
moving in 1967 to Los Angeles, 
where she met Roberto Casali, 
an Italian computer engineer, 
at a party at a ski-club. 

When Roberto’s company 
folded they both found them- 
selves living in the US illegal- 
ly, “trying to find jobs that 
would keep us one step ahead 
of the Immigration Depart- 
ment'*. They were married in 
1971, moved to Britain in 1972 
and had two sons, Stefano, now 
24, and Dario, now 21. In 1975 
Roberto was diagnosed as hav- 


ing cancer and he died a year 
later. However, a third son, 
Milo, was bom through artifi- 
cial insemination in 1977. near- 
ly a year and a half after his 
father's death. When the British 
courts denied Diana Blood ac- 
cess to similar treatment in 
1 996, Kim Casali was outspoken 
in her defence of the principle 
of posthumous conception. 

Casali, a self-confessed ro- 
mantic, once admitted that, 
given the choice, she might 
well have become a writer of 
love-songs. However, she also 
staled that her ideas were not 
always “angelic- and over the 
years the cartoons became 
more sophisticated, sometimes 


even employing double entendre. 
One of her early works which 
was a particular favourite was 
“Love is ... never asking for 
more than you are prepared to 
give” and she once quoted her 
philosophy as being “If you’ve 
got love you've got life, if you 
can love you can live". 

The Love is . . . cartoons 
will be continued by her son 
Stefano. 


Mark Bryant 


Marilyn Judith (“Kim") Grove, 
cartoonist: bom Auckland, New 
Zealand 9 September 1941 ; 
married 1971 Roberto Casali 
(died 1976; three sons); died 
Weybridge, Surrey 15 June 1997. 


Martha Duffy 


Duffys passions, and she wrote 
many of Time's major fashion 
pieces. She had written or co- 
authored Time's landmark ar- 
ticles on Christian Lacroix and 
Giorgio Armani London saw a 
lot of her in the last few years, 
for she had become a fan of the 
London fashion scene, partic- 
ularly of John Galliano and of 
Alexander McQueen, whose 
rocketing careers she watched 
with enthusiasm. Duffy loved 
clothes, and, despite severe 
arthritis, could look ravishing 
and chic in her latest Bill Blass, 
Armani or Ungaro outfit. 

The visual arts were anoth- 
er of Duffys enthusiasms, and 
she was also Time's royal watch- 
er. She wrote the cover story 
about the Waleses troubled 


marriage in November 1992, 
and continued to take an in- 
terest in the worried house of 
Windsor. She even turned her 
hand to sports writing. A piece 
on Princess Anne's participation 
in the European equestrian 
championships in Kiev that ap- 
peared in the sister magazine, 
Sports Illustrated, resulted in 
Duffy's dry wit being de- 
nounced in the Daify Mail in 
1973; “It appears to have been 
rewritten with a spray gun filled 
with arsenic Indeed, it will car- 
ry off the Bitch-of-the- Year aw- 
aid without a contender in sighL” 
But her real love was dance, 
and she remained Time’s dance 
critic from the mid-1970s until 
her death. Her last published 
piece was a review of Matthew 


Bourne’s production of Swan 
Lake. She profiled George Bal- 
anchine, and knew most of the 
principal danceis and choreo- 
graphers of the New York com- 
pames, and quite aiewin London. 

She was bom Martha Mur- 
phy in Boston, and graduated 
in 1957 from Radcliffe College, 
the women's outpost of Har- 
vard. An early marriage to Dav- 
id McDowell ended in divorce. 
Twenty-nine years ago she mar- 
ried James Duffy, a prominent 
Manhattan lawyer who chucked 
in his career in order to write 
thrillers, using the nom de 
plume Haughton Murphy- Reu- 
ben and Cynthia Frort, his “el- 
egant Manhattan crisnebusters" 
(to quote from a dust-jacket), 
were at their most sophisticat- 


ed in A Kay Venetian Murder 
(1992), in which the plot turns 
on an understanding of the 
Italian judicial system and the 
layout of the Cipriani Hotel, 
where Jim and Martha spent a 
long holiday every autumn. Are 
Reuben and Cynthia Jim and 
Martha? Hard to say, hut wise- 
cracking and lovable they arc 
certainty, in the tradition of 
Nick and Nora In Dashiell 
Hammett's 7he Thin Man. 

Martha Duffy had a gift for 
friendship and for fun. Her 
death came as a shock; for, 
though she walked with a slick, 
and bad ro inject herself with in- 
sulin before each of the many 
meals in restaurants she so rel- 
ished. she was foil of vitality. 
Though she often experienced 


physical discomfort, always in- 
trepid. she made time and took 
trouble to keep up with her 
friends both in Britain and the 
United States, France and Italy. 
She supported them in their tri- 
umphs and acted as mentor to 
younger, talented writers. 

One of these was Frank Rich, 
unkindly called Ihe “butcher of 
Broadway” during his time as 
the New York Times' s theatre 
critic (he had been fflra and tele- 
vision critic for Time from 1977 
to 1980). Rich said of Martha 
Duffys editingskilis, “She could 
improve any piece of copy, but 
she ultimately taught you how 
lo improve your own copy. She 
had a brain tike steel." 

Paul Levy 
and Anthony Beattie 





Imam 




Duffy: Intrepid 


Martha Young Murphy, journal- 
ist bom Boston, Massachusetts 16 
September 1935; married first 
Daiid McDowell (marriage dis- 
solved}, second 1968 James Dufly; 
died New York 16 June 1997. 


87; Mr Bruce Kent, nuclear disar- 
mament campaigner, 68; Mr Kris 
Kristoffeison, singer, songwriter and 
actor, 61; Professor Donald Low, For- 
mer president of Clare HalL Cam- 
bridge, 70; Mr Alan Osmond, singer, 
48; Mr David Owen, former Chief 
Constable, North Wiles, 66; Mr Li- 
bor Pfcsek, conductor, 64; Miss Es- 
ther RanCzen, teJeviSKra presenter, 57; 
Professor Michael Salmon, former 
Vice-Chancellor, Anglia Polytechnic 
University, 61; Dame Cicely Saun- 
ders. founder of St Omstopher's 
Hospice, 79; Miss Prunella Scales, ac- 
tress. 65; Miss Debra Shipley MP, 40; 
Mr Alastair Stewart, television pre- 
senter ami newscaster, 45; Miss Meryl 
Streep, actress, 48; Lord WJceham, 
chairman, Press Complaints Com- 
mission, 65; Mr BiHy Wilder, film di- 
rector and screenwriter, 91; Miss 
Diana Young, jockey, 41. 


Somosata, St John Rigby. St Leuifrid 
or Leufroi and St Maine or Meen. 


TOMORROW; Births: Sir Henry 
Rkter Haggard, novelist. 1S56; Sir Pe- 
ter fears, tenor, 1910. Deaths: Roger 
L King of Sicfry. 1101: Walter John 
De La Mare, poet and author. 1956; 
Judy Garland (Frances Gumm), ac- 
tress and singer. 1969; Fred Astaire 
(Frederick Austeriiiz), actor and 
dancer, 1987. On this day: Charles 
the Bold of Burgundy was defeated 
by the Swiss at the Battle of Morat, 
1476; the first cricket match was 
played at Lord’s Cricket Ground 
(present site), 1814. Tomorrow is the 
Feast Day of St Aaron of Brittany, 
St Alban ofVernlam, St Eberband of 
Salzburg, St John Fisher, St Joseph 
Cafasso, St Paulin us of Nola and St 
Thomas More. 


Why Europe needs to look to Blair 


If we are to avoid social unrest in Europe 
we need to develop a new bask soda] con- 
sensus to overcome sterile ideological con- 


frontations and introduce the changes 
which will usher in a new future. The Eu- 


faith, treason 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 


TODAY: Births: Increase Mather, 
President of Harvard. 1639; Hemy 
Ossawa Tanner, painter, IS59; Mack 
Gordon (Morris Girder), lyricist, 
1904; J can-Pa u I Same, writer, 1905. 
Deaths: Edward UL King of Eugiand. 
1377; NiccoJd di Bemanlo dd Machi- 
avelK, diplomat and writer, 1527; Ini- 
go Jones, architect, 1652; John 

Halcbard. publisher and bookseller, 
1849. On this day: Dulwich College 
was founded, 1619; the foundation 
of stone of the new St Paul's Cathe- 
dral, London, was laid. 1675: the Roy- 
al College of Surgeons was founded, 
1843; the musical Evita was first pro- 
duced, London, 1978. Thday is the 
Summer Solstice (longest day) and 
the feast Day of St Agofredns, St Al- 
ban of Mainz, St Aloysius Gonzaga, 
St Engelmund, St Eusebius of 


TODAY 

National Gallery: James Heard, “In- 
side Out (in): Sassetta, Scenes from 
the Life of Saint Frond s”, 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Caih- 

eiyn Spence, “Public and Private: 
women's lives in 19th-century art”. 

230pm- 

Thie Gallery Laurence Bradbury. 
“Ellsworth Kelly’s Immaculate 
Abstractions", 1pm. 

British Museum; Lerna Oakes, “The 
Rediscovery of Ancient Assyria’', 
1.15pm. 


which will usher in a new future. The Eu- 
ropean summit in Amsterdam this week has 
provided a signpost as to how that can now 
come about - and Tony Blair, a practising 
Christian, has outlined the way forward. 

There was a time when many people 
thought (he American model of capital- 
ism would make a triumphant progress in 
Europe. Yet, of Ihe 15 governments rep- 
resented in Amsterdam, 13 are now con- 
trolled by Social Democrats, alone or in 
coalitions. The United States has been suc- 
cessful in reducing taxes, deregulating the 
financial markets and restructuring the 
labour market. But all that has heen 
accompanied by an excessive greed 
which ultimately serves only the interests 
of the rich and a cold-heartedness which 
goes against a century of European 


IX 


Europe needs a new ethics, 
insists Hans Rung, one of the 
Roman Catholic Church’s 
foremost theologians. He argues 
here that Britain's Labour 
leader may hold the key. 


social policy. 

Recent elections in France and Great 
Britain have shown that voters in Europe 
reject that The majority of people are not 
ready to accept economic reforms which 
exact such a cost. Rising dividends and 


vastly higher top executives' salaries, on 
the one hand, and declining wages and 


TOMORROW 

Tile Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“The Expressive Force of Texture", 
130pm. 

National Portrait GaOeiy: Rachel 
Barnes. “Gwen John; life and an". 
3pm. 


on Hone Gratis and aithe Cennuph. 
London SWL 


Changing of the Guard 

TODAY: The Household Cavalry Mourn- 
ed Rcgjnxaii mourns ibe Queen’s Life 
Guard. Bone Guards, Uanu 1st BaftaJ- 
kw the Ftayal Regiment of Whies racnmis 


ihe Queen's Guard. ftnc Mngham Palace, 
li.’Oan.handrrowfcdby die Wfcfeh Gwnxk 
TOMORROW: The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts the Queen’s 
Life Guard, Hone Guards, tlbnuF Com- 
pany Scots Guards mounts the Queen's 
Guard, Bactriagfraw Palace, llJOarn. 
hand provided by the Grenadier Guy r*. 


the one hand, and declining wages and 
fewerjobs, on the other, have proved un- 
acceptable. The new Europe must serve 
not markets hut people. 

To say this is not to plead for a return 
to the old post-war consensus. Cuts in pub- 
lic spending wU certainly be needed in the 
face of the world-wide economic chal- 
lenges posed by globalisation, though they 
must be made in the right place. The wel- 
fare state can no longer be financed in the 
old way and must be reconstructed. 

The Amsterdam summit has rightly re- 
jected new and expensive job creation pro- 
grammes; there can be no new jobs and 


no prosperity without increased compet- 
itiveness. So state involvemem needs to 
be reduced and the labour market made 
mare flexible. Social Democrats in the 
Netherlands and Scandinavia have fnl. 
lowed the example of the US and Britain 
in public expenditure savings, market re- 
forms, reduction of taxes and reviews of 
social security systems. Tbny Blair’s New 
Labour, above all, has broken the right- 
left pattern. (By contrast the Social De- 
mocratic Party in Germany looks like Old 
Labour, its rhetoric of the class struggle 
can no longer command a majority ) 

But if new directions are called for they 
must be on a new ethical basis. The glob- 
alisation of the world's economy is in- 
escapable and unstoppable, but it has some 
extremely negative side-effects. Should it 
he allowed to elevate the making of prof- 
it to the sole and supreme criterion we 
must expect serious social conflicts and 
cases. No one should have any false illu- 
sions: ihe issues here are not just economic 
questions, they are highly political and ul- 
timately also ethical questions - and thev 
involve the whole of society. 

What we need is nut just the globali- 
se ion of the economy, of technology and 


of the media but also a globalisation of 
ethics. For how is a world to become more 
just and more peaceful it in its various re- 
gions, there are contrary ethical norms and 
lrameworks, or even none at all? We need 
now to discover an ethical common de- 
nominator to which all nations and all in- 
teresi groups, employers and employees, 
believers and non-believers, can commit 
themselves. 

The answer is not a re-evangelised 
Christian Europe. But nor is it a purely 
technocratic Europe. Rather it must be 
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fondameniabsm yet without an arbitrary 
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The slock market is looking 
more and more bedraggled. 
Footsie slumped 59.8 bringing 
this week's decline to a with- 
ering 189 points. 

Gordon Brown's widely dis- 
cussed Budget is the main in- 
fluence behind the ragged 
retreat from last week's blue 
chip peak. 

The spectre of higher 
interest rates following the 
May spending statistics and the 
futures and options expiry also 
look their toll. 

The market witnessed hec- 
tic activity in the morning as 
Merrill Lynch and NatWesl 
Securities appeared to lock 
horns. In the crucial L 5 minute 
expiry period Footsie fluctu- 
ated between a 15 points fall 
and a 5 points gain. 

Once the confrontation was 
over Footsie struggled higher 
but after lunch the index was 
assailed by new doubts and 
even a firm New York failed to 
offer inspiration. 


The futures pit continued to 
have a debilitating impact on 
the cash market after the ex- 
piry with the September Foot- 
sie future. The main contract 
following yesterday’s June 
expiry, looking vulnerable. The 
tussle between NatWest and 
Merrill Lynch appeared to go 
on throughout the session with 
the two said to he arbitraging 
between cash and future 
markets. 

But the Budget, with the 
related issue of the discovery 
of an alleged black hole in the 
nation's finances by the Na- 
tional Audit Office, was largely 
responsible for keeping shares 
on the run. 

The market was hypnotised 
by worries of what Mr Brown 
has up his sleeve. A windfall lax 
is a certainty although its scope 
has yet to tie defined: institu- 
tional Lax relief seems bound 
to suffer. 

Slock market historian and 
rampant bear David Schwartz 
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is not surprised the Brown 
Budget is having such an im- 
pact. Since the end of the War 
there have been five interim 
Budgets. And a bear market, 
he poinLs oul, has heralded 
each. The last set of interim 
measures, produced by the 
Tbries in 1979, was preceded by 
25 days of negative activity. 

Yesterday's ragged Footsie 
display may have been less dis- 
tressing if former building so- 
cieties Alliance & Leicester and 
Halifax had become con- 
stituents. But they do not ar- 
rive until Monday. With some 
tracker funds allowed to buy 
just ahead of entry Halifax 
jumped 25 p (after 38 p) to 
770 p; A&L rose 4 p ( 26 . 5 p) to 


603 p. Vague stories the Chi- 
nese government planned to 
buy a Hong Kong bank lifted 
HSBC lip to l, 860 - 5 p. Before 
the excitement cooled the 
shares touched l, 9 Q 3 p. 

The spirit threesome had an 
eventful but ultimately unre- 
warding session. Trading in 
Grand Metropolitan shares 
was again heavy, although no 
where near as hectic as on 
Thursday when LVMH lifted 
its stake to 6.29 percent. After 
an early gain the shares ended 
I 35 p down at 590 p. Guinness, 
busily traded, fell 12 p to 593 p. 
Evidence of the regulatory 
obstacles the two would-be 
merger partners face was the 
main influence behind the fall. 


For a little while Allied 
Domecq seemed intent on car- 
rying on from where it left off 
on Thursday. Buyers pushed 
the shares up 8 p but by the 
dose the price was enveloped 
in the overall malaise and was 
off 7 p at 421 p. 

Rolls-Royce dived 8 p to 
244 ip. Stories a market-maker 
was stuck with 2 J? million 
shares and was desperately 
looking to unload was said to 
have done the damage. The 
shares were, it was claimed, ac- 
quired at above 260 p earlier 
this week. 

Ma these n Lloyd's Invest- 
ment Trust rose 5 p to L 24 .Sp 
as the rumoured bid from 
Goshawk Insurance duly ar- 
rived. The bidder already has 
9.6 per cent of Matheson. 

Commodity group ED & F 
Man put on 1 12 >p to 203 Jp on 
the £ 65 - 5 m sale of its cocoa 
processing business to Ardier- 
Daniels-MidJand, the US 
group with a substantial share- 


holding in Tate & Lyle. Lonrho 

fell -p to 128p. There are 
hopes it will accompany Mon- 
day’s figures with de tails of anv 
progress in the merger talks 
with JCI, the South^ African 
group. Interim profits will be 
around £40rn against £wiin. 

CIA. the media buver. edged 
forward 1 . 5 p to lSOp as the 
WPP advertising agency 
picked up a further l.s* million 
shares, taking its stake to 12 .N 
per cent. 

Premier Oil jumped l? 5 p io 
47 . 75 p in busy trading as some 
anticipated a bullish develop- 
ment. Aminex's expected Tatar- 
stan deal lifted the shares 4 jp 
to 80 - 5 p. Teniaiy oik had □ 
good day with Emerald Energy. 
Tuskar Resources and Alliance 
Resources making headway. 

American Port Services, the 
US sea ports and airports 
group, rose l Sp to 154 p on re- 
ports Jacobs, the expansionist 
shipping group, had acquired 
a near 3 per cent interest. 


□Dean Corporation, the AIM 
tiddler capitalised at £ 6 . 5 m. 
is planning a move to full 
listing this summer. The 
house building, property 
services and pub refurbish- 
ment concern is trading well 
and this week announced con- 
tracts worth £ 7 Jm. Interim 
profits are likely to come ont 
around £ 750.000 with the 
market expecting a year’s out- 
turn approaching £ 1 . 5 tn. Last 
year's profit was £ 931 , 000 . 

The shares held at 14 p; in 
February they were 10 - 5 p. 

□Hunters Armley, the 
printer, firmed to U 9 . 5 p, 
ahead of an expected bullish 
circular from stockbroker 
Wise Speke on Monday. 
Charterhouse Tilney has 
already produced a £ 3 . 8 m 
forecast for the year. Ia its 
last year the company made 
£ 1 . 8 m. Norwich Union has 
declared a 4 J per cent 
shareholding. 
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Where would you like 
to go this weekend? 


Zurich, California, 
Glastonbury, 
South Korea...? 

Wherever you want to go 
in the UK or Overseas. 

See it in Travel 

Travel & Money’ every Sunday 
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Sterling soars to five-year high against the mark 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


The pound soared to its highest 
level against the German mark 
for almost five years yesterday, 

with currency experts in the City 

saying it couJd nse even higher 
in the short term. Forecasts of 
rising interest rates and expec- 
tations for a weaker broad- 
based euro are expected to 
keep sterling on the boil. 
Adam Cole, an economist at 


HSBC James Capel, said: 
Tsear tenn there is still upwards 
pressure on sterling and I can 
see that intensif ying We could 

see it peak at 190 marks and I 
wouido t even rule out 
DM3.Q0.’ 4 

The pound traded at 2.S624 
marks yesterday, its highest 
level for 58 months, putting an 
even tighter squeeze on Bri- 
tain's hard pressed exporters. 
Companies selling products and 
services abroad have suffered a 


19 per cent rise in the trade- planning a sharp fiscal tigb ten- 
weighted value of sterling since mg in his first Budget on 2 July. 


its meteoric rise started last 
August. 

Jeremy Stretch, a currency 
analyst at NatWest Markets, 
said: “If you’re an exporter, 
there doesn’t look to be m uch 
sunshine on the horizon for at 
least six months.” 

The only hope for the export 
sector is provided by expecta- 
tions in the markets that Gor- 
don Brawn, the Chancellor, is 


Higher taxes would reduce the _ 
need for the newly independent ' 
Bank of England to raise in- 
terest rates, which would take 
away some of the pound's 
attractions to investors. 

Whether Tony Blair would 
countenance very much high- 
er taxes so soon after an elec- 
tion campaign fought and won 
on a low tax ticket, remains 
uncertain. 


James Capel’s Adam Cole 
said: “2 think Brawn would like 
to see quite significant lax 
increases, but having fought 
the election on taxes Blair is 
keen to play the honest broker 
and is likely to stamp on the 
sort of increases you'd need 
to take pressure off interest 
rates.” 

If the Budget's fiscal squeeze 
is only modest, interest rates 
migh t have to rise further than 
currently expected. Over the 


bfanalysts have started point- 
ing towards an 8 per cent base 
rate by the middle of next year. 
Until recently, the consensus 
had been for the current inter- 
est rate cycle to peak at around 
7.5 per cent 

That will keep the upward 
pressure od sterling as other 
European countries aim for 
stable interest rates to weed up 
debt repayments so they can 
meet the Maastricht criteria 


for entry 

ed to suffer. 


Europe and United States competition authorities launch full-scale inquiries into £23bn alliance with GrandMet 


Guinness merger 
stalled by twin 
investigations 


Andrew Yates 


The £23bn merger between 
GrandMet and Guinness faces 
a four-month investigation by 
Brussels after the European 
Commission announced yes- 
terday that the deal would be 
subjected to a full-scale inquiry. 
This will delay the Formation of 
GMG Brands until at least the 
end of October. 

The deal must overcome an- 
other hundle after the Federal 
Trade Commission, the Ameri- 
can competition authority, also 
ordered a full review of the 
merger yesterday. 

Commenting on the deri- 
sions, a GrandMet spokesman 
said: “It would have been extra- 
ordinary if the competition au- 
thorities hadn't looked at the 
merger given its size. But we are 
confident we will not have to give 
up any brands to satisfy them." 

The US authorities had been 
expected to examine the merg- 
er closely as Guinness and 
GrandMet would have an esti- 
mated 75 percent market share 
of the Scotch whisky market in 
America and a significant mar- 
ket share of the overall whisky 
and vodka markets. Canadian 
drinks giant Seagram has been 
lobbying the US competition 
authorities to veto the deal in the 
US. 

The American competition 
yesterday authorities asked 
Guinness and GrandMet for 
further details about the merg- 
er. The EC referral had been ex- 
pected due to the size of the 
merger and the concerns that the 
merged group will have a mo- 
nopoly over spirit sales in conti- 
nental Europe. 

The news cranes at the end of 
a bad week for the merger. 
Bernard Arnault head of French 
luxury goods group LVMH 
Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton. 
Guinness largest shareholder, 
has launched a blistering attack 
on the proposals. The row has 


culminated in LVMH mounting 
a raid on GrandMet’s stock, ac- 
quiring 63 per cent of the group. 

It is all a far cry from May 12 
when Tony Greener, chairman 
of Gumness and George Bull, his 
counterpart at GrandMet tri- 
umphantly announced one of the 
biggest mergers ever seen on 
British soB to the world's media. 
Then they chose to dismiss the 
potential pitfalls ahead. But 
over the following weeks their 
euphoria has been dampened by 
Bernard Arnault who seems 
hell-bent on doing everything 
possible to destroy Mr Bull and 
Mr Greener's dream. Fust he 
claimed the merger gayeLVHM 
a right to buy out Guinness' 34 
per cent stake in their drinks joint 
venture Mo€t Henri essy by in- 
voking a change of ownership 
clause. Guinness faces the 
prospect of a lengthy French 
court battle to determine the fate 


a huge gamble. He is effectively 
risking his own shareholders 
money to increase his influence 
at file negotiating table. That said 
LVMH is in a comfortable fi- 
nancial position and has ample 
funds at its disposal Its French 
bankers are believed to be will- 
ing to lend Arnault up to£3bn to 
carry on buying shares. 

Mr Arnault’s threat riiould not 
be taken lightly. He has earned 
a reputation as a tenacious op- 
erator. One example is the way 
he seized control at LVMH. Mr 
Arnault first became involved 
with Moet Hennessy after be 
took over struggling French tex- 
tile empire Boussac Among the 
collection of ragbag businesses be 
acquired was Christian Dior, 
the famous fashion house, which 
had fallen on hard times. The 
Dior name bad already been sold 
to Moet Hennessy. Mr Arnault 
wanted it back but Moet’s chair- 


£ We just can’t figure out what Mr 
Arnault will do next Whatever he 
has up his sleeve it is dear he will 
not give up without a fight 5 


of Moet Hennessy. At stake 
could also be the lucrative world- 
wide drinks distribution con- 
tracts, without which the merger 
could flounder. 

Then this week Mr Arnault 
stunned GrandMet by paying 
more than £800m for a 63 per 
cent stake in the group in an at- 
tempt to force Guinness and 
GrandMet to spin off their spir- 
its divisions with that of LVMH. 
The dramatic move shows just 
how far Mr Arnault is willing to 
go to get his own way. Mr Green- 
er and Mr Bull know now that 
they have a fight on their hands. 
Arnault’s bold move is. of course. 


man Alain Chevalier refused 10 
selL The combative Mr Arnault 
did not have to wait long to en- 
act his revenge. 

In 1987 luxury luggage retailer 
Louis Vuitton teamed up with 
Moet Hennessy. Louis Volition 
was run by Henry Racemeir, a 
former steel executive who bad 
married into the Vuitton fami- 
ly. But he dashed with Moet 
Hennessy chairman Alain 
Chevalier about group strategy. 
Racemeir invited Arnault, a 
former friend, to take a friend- 
ly stake in LVMH to help con- 
solidate his position. But Mr 
Arnault had other ideas. He 


shocked the French financial 
community by launching a 
boardroom coup. Mr Arnault, 
ironically with the help of Guin- 
ness, then a large shareholder in 
LVMH, managed to acquire a 
controlling interest in LVMH. A 
bitter power struggle ensued, 
which Arnault eventually won 
after a protracted legal battle. 
Since then be has bunt LVMH 
into a £13bn empire encom- 
passing fashion labels such as 
Givenchy, 

Mr Arnault will continue to 
buy shares in GrandMet, hop- 
ing to force GrandMet and 
Guinness to agree to his de- 
mands or at the very least reach 
some sort of financial settle- 
ment. He will have to handle the 
negotiations with finesse. If his 
demands are too onerous then 
GrandMet may walk away from 
Guinness. Rival drinks groups 
such as Allied Domecq'would be 
only too pleased to have the 
chance to woo GrandMet But 
so for Arnault's assault on the 
merger has achieved its desired 
effect and outwitted Guinness 
and GrandMet As one indus- 
try source close to GrandMet 
said: “We just can't figure out 
what he will do next. Whatever 
Mr Arnault has up his sleeve it 
is clear he will not give up with- 
out a fight.” 

Officially both sides have 
reached an impasse. Mr Arnault 
has qo intention of speaking to 
Guinness or GrandMet and 
they do not see why they should 
speak to Arnault. But Guinness 
is likely to come under increas- 
ing pressure to talk to him. In 
recent years some of its institu- 
tional shareholders have be- 
come disgruntled with its poor 
share price performance. Indeed 
many in the city speculate that 
these same shareholders forced 
Guinness into talks with Grand- 
Met after it aborted a takeover 
approach for its larger rival last 
year. 

Comment, page 25 



Revolt: Bernard Arnault, head of LVMH, launched a blistering attack on the proposals 


UK group 
pays £8.2m 
for Italian 
football 
club 

John Wiltc ock , 

«nd Anne Hanley 

Football's coming honw for 
Stephen Julius, the British in- 
vestor with a Milanese mother 
ISuva? company SteUican yes- 
terday bought the top Kalian 
footiball dub Vicenza forflUm. 

MrJulius said that although 
Vicenza was the first Italian cfab 
to fall into foreign hands, its 

management, players and 
supporters bad welcomed 
Stellican's bid. The private 
London-based ipvesamentc^ 
nanv bought the club from a 
toUkruptcy court in Mil an yes- 
terday after its former owner, 
Pieraido Dalle Caibonare, a tex- 
tile producer, went bust. 

-The club is very enthus- 
iastic about working wnh us, 
Mr Julius said from the north- 
eastern town of Vicenza. 
-They’re delighted by the ad- 
judication of the judge. _ _ 

Stellican, which is majority 
owned by Mr Julius and spe- 
cialises in buying troubled com- 
panies, beat two other bidders 
for the Sene A club. 

Although the club is prof- 
itable In its own right, Mr Jufios 
said that the Italians were fas- 
cinated by the British business 
approach to football clubs. 

“They have great clubs and 
great players out here, but not 
necessarily the same attitude to 
profitability,” said Mr Julius. 
“Everyone’ is enthused by our 
approach. We’re not prepared 
to say how much money we will 
be investing, but we will be look- 
ing to rebuild the stadium, or 
possibly build a new one. There 
is also scope for pay-per-view 
and TV rights.” 

Italian news programmes 
showed some good humoured 
scepticism about the motives 
behind the takeover, however, 
suggesting that the Vicenza 
buyout represented a second 
step - after the defection to 
English clubs of several top Ital- 
ian players such as Zola and 
Ravanelli - in a total British 
takeover of Italian football. 

Mr Julius admits he was sur- 
prised at how cheaply he man- 
aged to pick up a club which 
won the Italian Cup last year 
and came eighth out of 18 in one 
of the world's toughest leagues. 

“We are delighted and 
surprised. I think a lot of it 
comes down to our speed and 
skill on the ground. It's not an 
easy area to operate in," Mr 
Julius said. 

Vicenza fans reacted calmly 
to the takeover by the British 
company, which launched a big 
public relations offensive in 
the run up to yesterday’s 
hearing in the Milan bank- 
ruptcy court. 

“There's certainly no hostil- 
ity amongst supporters towards 
the. foreigners." said one official 
“Stellican has given us firm 
assurances that there will be no 
big upsets at Vicenza Calcio. 
And they promise that their 
investment is not merely 
speculative." 


Brussels backs US call for more Heathrow slots 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The European Commission has 
raised the stakes in its investi- 
gation into the planned alliance 
between British Airways and 
American Airlines, by adopting 
the findings of a US congres- 
sional report which suggested 
rival American carriers should 
gain substantially increased ac- 
cess to Heathrow Airport. 

Karel van Mien, the EC 
competition commissioner, has 
suggested new conditions for 
approving the alliance which are 
understood to be close to those 


outlined by the US General Ac- 
counting Office (GAO) in a re- 
port published earlier this 
month. The GAO stopped short 
of outright opposition to the tie- 
up, concluding rival US carriers 
should receive an extra 320 
lucrative take-off and landing 
slots at Heathrow, equivalent to 
23 daily round trip flights. 

The GAO's figure was almost 
double die 168 slots which the 
UK Office of Fair Trading pro- 
visionally said BA and Ameri- 
can should give up over a two 
year period if the agreement 
went through. The OFT has still 
to reveal its final verdict on the 


alliance after intense opposition 
to its preliminary findings from 
other US airlines. 

Mr Van Miert’s revised ap- 
proach could form the basis of 
an agreement with the UK gov- 
ernment, which since the elec- 
tion has softened its opposition 
to the Brussels involvement in 
scrutinising the alliance. The 
OFT and EU had been work- 
ing in parallel and had hoped 
to reach an agreed position on 
the number of slots the two air- 
lines would have to give up. 

Rival US carriers, which are 
mostly excluded from Heathrow, 
have mounted an unprecedent- 


ed public campaign against the 
BA-American link-up, arguing it 
would give the two airlines con- 
trol over more than 60 per cent 
of UK-US flights. Under the al- 
liance they would pool ticket rev- 
enues. marketing and sales 
operations at Heathrow and co- 
ordinate flight timetables. 

The Commission has already 
been forced to postpone its 
decision until August because 
of a continuing interna] dis- 
agreement oveT whether BA 
should receive financial com- 
pensation for any slots taken 
away. The GAO report fudged 
the 'crucial question of how 


many of the 320 slots the al- 
liance partners would have to 
sacrifice and whether BA and 
American could sell them. 

Sources said Mr Van Mien 
was still implacably opposed to 
plans by Neil Kinnock, EC 
transport commissioner, to le- 
galise the unofficial “grey mar- 
ket" in slots. Bob Ayling. BA 
chief executive, has insisted the 
airline could not give away slots 
without compensation. 

After months of debate the 
two commissioners have now ac- 
cepted they cannot reach a 
compromise on slot trading and 

are likely to put the competing 


arguments to a full Commission 
hearing in July. Mr Van Mien 
has argued it would be wrong to 
legitimise the market in slots be- 
cause they were originally giv- 
en to the carriers for free. 

His hardline stance has been 
strongly supported by other 
US airlines who have argued the 
GAO's proposals represent an 
“absolute minimum" for 
approving the link-up. “The 
US report is a first step but it 
doesn't address the issues of 
how slots arc Lraded and how 
they are created on key routes," 
said one rival American carrier 
yesterday. 
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Institutions lift 
Halifax shares 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 
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Halifax's new shareholders 
received a welcome boost yes- 
terday as institutional buying 
ahe ad o f Monday’s entry into 
the FTSE 100 index of leading 
companies sent the shares to 
their highest level since Rotation. 
Alliance & Leicester, which 
also joins the top flight on Mon- 
day, enjoyed a similar jump, al- 
though it fell back in late tradin'* 
to close only marginally higher 0 
Halifax added 25p to dose at 
77(Jp. having touched a high of 
783p at one point, while A&L 
rose 4p to 603p. having jumped 
jfo.5p to 6255p at its best Other 
bank shares paid the price, as big 
investors sold out of the sector’s 
other stocks to fond their pur- 
chases. Abbey National, down 
-7.5p to 804 Jp. was a notable 
vicum as investors switched into 
Halifax, which shares its expo- 
s' 1 * 10 the mortgage markeT 
The flight to the former 
building societies failed to rub 
off on the grey market for 
Woolwich shares, however 
With two weeks to go before the 
summer s next building society 
conversion. City bookmakers 
'vere yesterday reporting in 
creasing pessimism about the 
sociciy s stock market dehut. 

, SI |l£e an equity market 
maker. City bookmakers post 3 


price at which they wil] bt 
sell a given event, in this cas 
closing price of Woolwich si 
on the first day of dealings. < 
they have opened their bool 
balance of buyers and seller 
termines whether the 1 
moves up or down. 

Having opened its book 
a spread of 335p to 343p, 
Index said its clients 
consistently bet on a It 
closing price when dea 

begin on 7 July. In a bid to 
buyers. City Index had red 

Us spread to 3I0p to 318 
yesterday afternoon. 

Tne bearish tone of the b 
maker s clients mirrored i 
change of heart in the 
where bank shares have qu 
fallen out of favour will 
vestors. That has partly 
uecied a worry that den 
trora index tracker funds 
dnven the sector up to ui 
tamable heights, but senth 
has also been hit this wee 


NatWest Markets. 

Barclays and Na 
NatWest Markets' pares 
both weaker as investo 
trnued to steer clear o: 
banks with a stake in the' 
investment banking n 
Bareiays dipped 37. 

NatWest fell a 
5 P to 746_5p. 
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Arnault is right, but the City may not buy it 


JEREMY WARNER 


'Until Mr Amauft spells 
out exactly what his 
plans are for the new 
super-drinks company 
and who's going to 
end up with what 
shareholding, he’s 
unlikely to get 
much of a look in 
with Guinness and 
GrandMet shareholders’ 


A bottle of 1900 Chateau dTqucm, 
arguably the best sweet white wine in 
the world, would set you back any- 
where between S3.000 and S5,0Q0. Most of 
us find it hard to understand why anyone 
would want to pay so much money for such 
a transitory pleasure, but then most of us are 
not multi millionaires. 

For the super rich, money is no object The 
difficulty is not the one faced by most ordi- 
nary mortals - making enough of it to pay 
the bills - but rather It is in finding the things 
and the time to spend it on. 

As with most phenomenon, there is a 
piece of business school jargon to describe 
the tendency for scarce, luxury assets to take 
on these absurdly high valuations. My thanks 
to Jon Moynihan, senior partner of the PA 
Consulting Group, for pointing it out to me. 
It is called the "monotonically increasing 
utility curve". Yes, well, moving swiftly on 
what this describes is the self evident truth 
that the richer a person gets, the more pre- 
pared he becomes to spend his money in a 
frivolous fashion. 

When someone is making more money in 
a minute than he can possibly spend in a year, 
one of the things he might buy is fine wines. 
When eventually he realises that he has 
bought more wine than he can possibly drink, 
be sells it on to the next man, generally for 
an even higher price. That's what Andrew 
Lloyd Webber cud recently, anyway. There 


is said to have been quite a lot of Yquem in 
his cellar. At these rarefied levels, money 
making becomes self perpetuating. Ridicu- 
lous and unfair though the process might 
seem, it is the way of the world, and it takes 
not a little entrepreneurial flair and skill to 
know how to exploit it. 

One of those to have done so successfully 
is Bernard Arnault, who runs the French lux- 
ury goods company LVMH. His brands 
include Louis Vuirion luggage, Christian 
Dior fashion and perfume, Henncssy cognac 
and Moet champagne. None of these busi- 
nesses is right at the top of the curve. To a 
greater or lesser extent, they are all “com- 
modity" goods. But they are also priced and 
branded to give the iUusou of luxury, style and 
scarcity. So he's quite a long way up the curve, 
but because he makes his goods accessible to 
the masses, these businesses are still also a 
long way from the high-altitude summit. 

Last year, however, he attempted to go the 
whole hog by tabling a bid for Chateau 
d’Yquem that valued this 260 acres of vines 
at an astonishing £1 20m. Some accused him 
of an almost criminal waste of shareholders’ 
money, a personal, vanity purchase that could 
never be justified on commercial grounds, so 
full a price did he seem to be paying for such 
a tiny vineyard. Even judged by what the likes 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber are prepared to 
pay for the product, Mr Arnault seemed to 
be wildly overpaying for the company. 


Actually, the price of a bottle of Yquem has 
gpne up so much since then, that Mr Arnault’s 
flight of fancy may yet be commercially vin- 
dicated. All the same, it is hard to imagine a 
British or American publicly quoted company 
engaging in a top of the curve purchase of this 
sort. Shareholders would never weather it, for 
h will be many, many years before we know 
for sure whether this really was a vanity 
purchase or whether Mr Arnault can gener- 
ate a decent return. Rightly or wrongly, this 
sort of long-term perspective is alien to the 
Anglo Saxon way of doing things. 

Nor do our Anglo Saxon markets really 
know what to make of Mr Arnault's pur- 
chase of a 6 per cent stake in Grand Met- 
ropolitan. Indeed the general view in the 
City is that he is being naive in believing he 
can influence the company’s planned merger 
with Guinness in this way, and is almost cer- 
tainly wasting his money. 

I don't wholly share this view. What Mr 
Arnault is proposing here actually makes a 
good deal more sense in corporate terms 
than what Guinness and GrandMet are hy- 
ing to do. George Bull and Tony Greener, 
chairmen respectively of GrandMet and 
Guinness, have argued that there is virtue 
and value in the merger on size grounds 
alone, since it wDl create a “consumer prod- 
ucts” group of scale able to stand its ground 


food with the marketing of high value spir- 
its brands, or indeed Guinness brewing 
with Green Giant tinned sweet com. There 
are, however, obvious and considerable 
cost and. brand management benefits to be 
had from merging the two companies' liquor 
businesses. United Distillers and IDV 
The logical thing to do then, argues Mr 
Arnault, is to go a stage further with the 
liquor interests so that his own Moet Hen- 
nessy is brought into the merger. This world 
beating branded drinks company would 
then be demerged as a separately listed com- 
pany. The rump GrandMet and Guinness 
businesses would be left to their fate. 
Inevitably, he says, that is where we will all 
end up anyway, only it will take three or four 
years for it to happen via the Bull/Greener 
route. Why not leap frog all that and do it 
my way. he asks. 

T he trouble is that while it is impossible 
to fault the logic, it is easy to be suspi- 
cious of the motive. I once asked Mr 
Arnault what the purpose of the “cascade" 
structure of his corporate empire was. This 
is a quite common form of corporate organ- 
isation in France under which company A has 
a stake in company B which has a stake in 
company C and so on and so forth, each com- 
pany having its own outride shareholders. 
With disarming candour Mr Amauh said that 
ft was really quite simple. “It is so that I can 


control a large and diverse corporate empire 
from a very small capital base". 

Plainly Mr Arnault saw absolutely noth- 
ing wrong in this. In Anglo Saxon markets, 
however, this kind of thing is regarded with 
extreme suspicion, for it allows ample scope 
for confusion of ownership and obfuscation 
of purpose. Private and public interests tend 
to get mixed in a way that would be unac- 
ceptable to most City investors. 

of the time Mr Arnault’s interests 
will coincide with those of his outride share- 
holders. but not always. When they don’t, 
there's no doubt about who’s going to have 
the upper band. Until he spells out exactly 
what his plans are for the new super-drinks 
company, and who's going to end up with 
what shareholding, he’s unlikely to get 
much of a look in with Guinness ana Grand- 
Mei shareholders. They are not going to 
allow themselves to become just another dis- 
advantaged pan of the Yquem buying 
Arnault cascade. Logic and determination 
is certainly on Mr Arnault's side, but the City 
is going to lake a lot of convincing that this 
is actually something which is in their inter- 
ests as much as Mr Arnault's. 

There’s a fundamental difference of 
approach and culture involved here which 
Mr Arnault won't find it easy to breach. 
There arc also some powerful egos lied up 
m it all. Neither Mr Greener or Mr Bull will 
yield easily to Mr Arnault's demands. 


Japan agrees to 
open markets to 
US goods at G7 


Diane Coyle 

Denver 


As the summit of world lead- 
ers opened in Denver yes- 
terday, President Bill Clinton 
and Japan's Prime Minister, 
Ryu taro Hashimoto, arranged 
a wide-ranging initiative to 
ensure that deregulation of 
the Japanese economy opens 
up key markets to American 
goods. 

The initiative, covering 
financial services, pharmaceu- 
ticals, telecoms and housing, is 
designed to defuse a row over 
Japan’s growing surplus in 
trade with the US. The emerg- 
ing trade gap had threatened 
to be one of the few real 
disagreements at this week- 
end’s annual economic stiinmiL 

Announcing the deal the 
US trade representative, 
Charlene Barsbefeky said it 
was designed “specifically for 
the purpose of increasing US 
and foreign market access into 
Japan. The amount of trade 
affected would be very 
substantial". 

US officials described the 
meeting between President 
Clinton and Mr Hashimoto as 
“candid and direct”. The 
President said that previous 
persistent trade imbalances 


had been a source of real 
damage to the two countries’ 
relationship. 

Officials also said that for the 
first time the Japanese had 
acknowledged that structural 
reform of their economy could 
help play a part in resolving 
trade tensions. 

However, there were signs 
that not all of the tension had 
been removed by the talks, 
which lasted into the small 
hours. Mr Hashimoto bridled 
at suggestions that the US 
wouldbe overseeing Japan's 
reforms. 

“We have no intention of be- 
ing supervised, Deregulation is 
^taskwe have toerabark on for- 
ourselves^': he' said. Reform 
^wpukl boost the economy arid- 

it’more .’ 

/^T^-Japanese government,' 
in fact, have little other option. 
Interest rates are a tan all-time 
low and cannot fall further. The 
government must cut ns budget 
deficit, and any boost from 
trade would be limited by 
tensions at the US. 

America’s role in. the new 
deal would be advisory, Mr 
Hashim oto said. He portrayed 
the agreement as a continua- 
tion of a process of negotiation 
that began four years ago, 
rather than as a new departure. 


and said there was no specific 
time frame. 

Ms Baishefsky, on the oth- 
er hand, said the USA would 
expect to see material results 
within six to eight months. 

Recent figures have sug- 
gested that the ultra-sensitive 
trade gap is widening again. It 
nearly doubled to $4.8bn in 
April, the highest for six 
months. 

This parity reflects big move- 
ments in the yen-dollar ex- 
. change rate daring the past 
three years. The dollar reached 
a post-war low of just above 
¥80 in April 1995, but had 
climbed, to ¥127 Ity February 
this year. It has since fallen 
'sharply once again. 
>The^finar^minhaerarne9t- ; 
jng irrfTenvefthis weekend StPfr; 

: npxft&s to tameihese currency - 
fluctuations and will pledge to 
avoid big trade imbalances. 

Ms BajsheEsky and Sir Leon . 
Brittan, the EU’s Commis- 
sioner for External Affairs, 
separately signed a series of 
US-EU trade agreements 
covering $50bn worth of trade 
yesterday. These “mutual 
recognition agreements" will 
eliminate the need for products 
to undergo duplicate tests and 
certification on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 
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France 
looks to 
a softer 
euro 


Sameena Ahmad 
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This week’s Amsterdam Con- 
ference and Lionel Jospin's 
comments to the French Na- 
tional Assembly on Thursday, 
have reinforced views that when 
it does come, monetary union 
will be in the shape of a soft 
euro, encompassing a broad 
band of countries. 

Mr Jospin’s job-creating so- 
cialist agenda makes it likely 
that France will struggle to 
meet inclusion criteria, says 
Robert Prior from James CapeL 

Chris Johns from ABN 
AMRO Hoare Govett said that 
Jospin's comments could raise 
tensions with Germany: “If you 
take the French at their word, 
they have a reflationist agenda, 
which Is anathema to the Ger- 
mans. If France decides the euro 
is not an engine for growth or 
jobs might be affected, they 
might have second thoughts.' 

While analysts are waiting for 
the audit next month to clarify 
France’s financial position, 
Julian Jessop from Nflcko Eu- 
rope said that, given uncer- 
tainty in France, a broad euro 
was the best way to progress. 

Hannah Nixon from DMG 
agreed: “Italy, Spain and Por- 
tugal are all likely to meet or 
beat the joining criteria. How 
can Germany say they can’t join, 
given that they and France will 
probably overshoot?” 


Glaxo set to profit from US ruling 


Sameena Ahmad 

Glaxo Wellcome stands to make 
hundreds of milli ons in extra 
sales this year after a decision 
by the US drug regulator to 
award exclusive rights to a Ca- 
nadian group to sell a generic 
version of its blockbuster ulcer 
drug, Zantac in the US. 

TTie decision grants Tforon- 

to- based Genpharm exclusive 
rights to the huge US raniti- 
dine (generic Zantac) market 
between 25 July - the day 
Glaxo’s branded Zantac loses 
its US patent - and August 
29th, This will keep hordes of 
other generic companies out 
of the market, allowing Glaxo 
and Genpharm a short, but 
hjehiv profitable monopoly. 

Glaxo, which currently 
makes £3m a day from US 


Zantac sales, faced losing 80 
per cent of that market when 
other companies flooded in on 
July 25th. With only one 
generic in. the market, the 
Zantac brand price would not ■ 
fall as far and fast as had been 
feared. Analysis say Gen- 
pharm will want to keep mar- 
ket prices high, as it is being 
sued by Glaxo for infringing 
the Zantac patent. Anthony 
Colletta, analyst at Hoare 
Govett said: “Genpharm will 
want to make profits fast. If it 
loses the case, it will have to 
pay triple in compensation 
back to Glaxo.” 

Though Glaxo said it is “not 
in a position to evaluate” the 
effect of the ruling on Zantac 
sales, ft stands to benefit in oth- 
er ways too. As pan of a set- 
tlement of disputes over the 


validity of ranitidine, Glaxo re- 
cently signed an agreement, for 
which it got a reputed £75 m, 
giving another generic group 
Novopharm the right to sell 
ranitidine from 10th July, 15 
days ahead of the Zantac 
patent expiry. If the ruling 
granting Genpharm exclusive 
rights is upheld and 
Novopharm is not the first in, 
Glaxo will have an extra 15 
days to sell Zantac unopposed. 
Novopharm is appealing vig- 
orously against the ruling. 

One loser in aU this could be 
Holliday Chemicals, the 
world’s biggest supplier of 
ranitidine. Though Holliday 
does supply other groups in- 
cluding Genpharm, its biggest 
and exclusive licence is with 
Novopharm. If Novopharm 
loses file all-important right to 


be first into the market - 
which means it can tie up cus- 
tomers at good prices - Holl- 
idays sales would suffer. 
Holliday's share price baa 
risen steeply on prospects of 
a huge rise in ranitidine sales. 
Michael Eastwood from 
Kleinwort Benson, says that 
£4m of his £23m 1997 profit 
forecast for Holliday is on 
the potential of the US rani- 
tidine market alone. A more 
serious issue is if Holliday 
loses a patent infringement 
case brought by Glaxo against 
its Spanish subsidiary Uquifa 
which manufactures rantidme. 
Should it lose, supplies of 
ranitidine would dry up and 
Holliday would suffer. Glaxo, 
by contrast, would have two 
years of relatively unopposed 
Zantac sales. 


Virgin £30m investment 
to create 300 UK jobs 


Cathy Newman 


Richard Branson’s Virgin empire 
is to invest £30miu its retail busi- 
ness in the next two years, cre- 
ating 300 jobs across Britain. 

Virgin Retail - a joint venture 
with WH Smith - is to spend 
£20m opening a total of 12 new 
stores this year and next. The 
group wiD spend a further £10m 
developing and extending its ex- 
isting outlets. 

The investment will include 
the creation of eight new Mega- 
stores, one of watch will situat- 
ed on London’s King's Road. 
Simon Wright, finance and 
property director at Virgin Re- 
tail said the King's Road store 
would have a “medal atmos- 
phere" to reflect the musical and 
cultural heritage in the area. 


He added: “We’re going to uy 
and inject atmosphere in terms 
of the design ana graphics that 
reflects the heritage of the 
King's Road, which is somewhat 
unique." Mr Wright said the 
company would open the UK’s 
largest entertainment store out- 
side London in Glasgow in 1999. 

Virgin has planned other 
Megastores in Brighton and 
Cork in the next two years. The 
developments are part of a strat- 
egy to focus on Virgin's larger 
stores, Mr Wright said. Previ- 
ously the company has concen- 
trated on smaller retail outlets. 

Virgin Retail was one of Mr 
Branson's first ventures back in 
the Seventies. There are now 75 
Megastores across the country, 
selling records, books, videos 
and computer games. 


In brief 


British Gas to quit London offices 

British Gas is leaving its plush London offices overlooking the 
River Thames after less than two years, blaming the move on its 
recent demerger into two businesses. BG, ihe'pipeline and ex- 
ploration group, is to lease two floors of a smaller office build- 
ing close to Piccadilly Circus for almost £300,000 a year, with the 
rest of its corporate staff moving to the group's main offices in 
Reading. The old offices in the Adelphi building are thought to 
be on the market for around £1.2m a year with the lease ru nnin g 
until 2008. _A spokeswoman said the new office space, secured 
with an initial rent-free period, was at “a very competitive price". 
Richard Giordano, BG chairman, will continue to have offices 
in London and Reading. 

Electra warns private market overheating 

Electra Investment Trust warned yesterday that the private eq- 
uity market was in danger of overheating. It is the latest venture 
capital group to draw attention to the increasingly high prices 
vendors of businesses are demanding in response to the grow- 
ing amount of institutional money being directed at unquoted 
investments. Electra increased its' net assets by 9 per cent dur- 
ing the six months to March to 569.7p, compared with an 8 per 
cent rise in the FT All Share index. 

Burton’s chairman announces retirement 

Burton Group said Sir John Hoskyns, chairman since Novem- 
ber 1990, will be retiring from the board at the AGM in January 
1998, having reached the age of 70. He will be succeeded by Peter 
Jarvis, formerly chief executive of Whitbread, who has been a non- 
executive director of the group since June 1992. 

WPP ups its stake in CIA Group 

WPP Group, the advertising and marketing network, has stepped 
up the pressure on CIA Group, the advertising network, by in- 
creasing its stake in the company to 12.8 per cent. WPP bought 
1JS million ordinary shares yesterday, following last month’s£10J2m 
purchase of a 9.9 per cent shareholding in CIA. 

Gieves opposes USI Holding’s bid 

Gieves Group, the Savile Row suitmaker, said yesterday it was 
reviewing its advice to shareholders not to support USI Hold- 
ings’ bid for the company. The statement followed the discovery 
that further financial support was needed at Knickerbox Hold- 
ings, which is 49 per cent owned by Gieves. 

Body Shop increases world-wide sales 

Body Shop International, the toiletries retailer, said world-wide 
retail sales grew by 6 per cent in the financial year to date com- 
pared with the same period last year, with store sales on a com- 
parable basis 2 per cent lower year-on-year. The company opened 
25 new shops m the first quarter of the current financial year, 
bringing the total to 1,516 at the end of May. 

Float to value Sports Division at £300m 

Division, the expanding sports and leisure retailer, has peri- 
led in UBS as its sponsor and Nat West as its broker to handle 
the company's floatation, which is expected in 18 months' time. 
The float will value the Ayrshire-based company at around £30Om. 
Sources close to the company expect about 30 per cent of the 
shares to be floated, although the highly cash-generative busi- 
ness will not be seeking to raise new cash, lorn Hunter, Sports’ 
35-year-old founder, made his name by buying the Olympus sports 
shop chain from Sears two years ago and returning it to profitability. 
Mr Hunter, who built Sports from a single shop to 253 outlets 
in 13 years, will retain control of the company following the float 

Thomas Potts reviews purchase of Coalite 

Thomas Potts, the printing company in which Nigel Wray has a 
significant stake, said yesterday that it has been notified of in- 
formation that might have an impact on the terms of its £23m 
purchase of smokeless fuel manufacturers Coalite Products from 
Anglo United. Thomas Potts is now reviewing the information 
and has adjourned a shareholders meeting next planned for Tues- 
day where investors would have been asked to vote on the deal. 
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Captain Christie hoping for a last hurrah 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
reports from Munich 

Unford Christie, whose first 
task as Britain's team captain 
eight years ago was to lift the Eu- 
ropean Cup, has a realistic hope 
of doing the same again here this 
weekend in what he insists -ab- 
solutely, definitely- is his last ap- 
pearance in a British vest. 

Leading track statisticians Pe- 
ter Matthews and Stan Green- 
berg have both forecast a 
two-point victory for Britain's 
men. who have been runners-up 
in the last five competitions. Sta- 
tistics apart, however, it will be 
a difficult task to prevent Ger- 
many from securing a fourth con- 
secutive win on home ground. 


Its easy talking about these 
tnmgs on paper." Britain's chief 
a»ch, Malcolm Arnold, said. 
“But every athlete will tell you 
that competing for their nation 
in this cup is one of the most 
nerve-racking events they have 
ever taken part in." 

^yhtle the women's task is of 
a different nature to the men’s 
- they will have to work bard to 
evade the bottom two places 
and relegation from the Euro- 
pean Super League -the event 
offers British athletics a chance 
of raising its profile as a broad- 
ly successful enterprise after the 
bad publicity of recent months 
and the generally poor showing 
at last summer's Olympics. 

“We collected the rubbish 
from all the other teams’ failure 
in Atlanta," Arnold said “That's 


why we are anxious to put across 
how good our athletes realty are. 
You have to realise that we are 
coming into a transitional stage, 
Linford Isn't going to be here 
forever. Norare SaDy [Gunnell) 
and Colin [Jackson), Hit I'm ex- 
cited about the youngsters com- 
ing through." 


would say it had an ideal mix of 
youth and experience. The three 
world champions of 1993, along 
with the 1995 world champion 
Jonathan Edwards and Qlympfc: 
silver medallists Roger Black 
and Steve Backley, are aug- 
mented by Mark Se say in the 
800 metres, Chris Rav/unson in 
the 400m hurdles, Robert 
Hough in the 3,000m steeple- 
chase, Hayley Parry in the SQOm 
and Lucy Elliott in the 5,000m. 


With very few exceptions this 
is Britain’s best selection, gath- 
ered without the inducements 
offered to home athletes, who 
wifi earn automatic selection for 
the World Championships if 
they finish m the first two, as well 
as drawing upon a national re- 
ward fund worth DM100,000. 

Christie wfl] ran the sprint 
double here as he seeks to ex- 
tend his unmatched record in 
the competition -he has earned 
16 victories, including all seven 
100m titles since 1987. 

The 37-year-old former 
Olympic champion emphasised 
yesterday that this is his last ma- 
jor international race. “I think 
a lot of people have been get- 
ting mixed up," he said. 

“I will be on the circuit in Eu- 
rope after this, but this is my last 


competition where I will be 
wearing a GB vest All good 
things must come to an end-" 
Christie, however, reacted 
angrily to the suggestion that he 
had been easily beaten by 
Donovan Bailey in their recent 
100m in Nuremburg, where he 
ran 10.05sec to the Olympic 
champion's 9.94. 

“I can beat anybody," he 
said “If I went into a race be- 
lieving that ! couldn't win I 
wouldn't take part. There is no- 
body out there better than me. 
I’m the best, simple as that. HI 
always be that,” 

Call it arrogance, call it self- 
belief, it was a glimpse of the 
Teflon coating which has made 
him the athlete he is. He has it 
in mind to break 10 seconds 
again - “in the right race, in the 


rirfit conditions." Black, who 
wiU lake over as British team 
captain after this weekend s 
event, is seeking a reassure^ 
400m performance after run- 
ning a comparatively disap- 
pointing 45.74 in LongBeach at 
the end of last month. 

The British women’s teamjs 
lacking Phylis Smith and Judy 
Oakes, who pulled out respec- 
tively from the 400m and shot 
putt in protest at the paucity of 
their recent awards through 
the National Lottery. 

Messrs Matthews and Green- 
berg forecast that this could re- 
sult in them slipping from a 
possible third to sixth place, one 
place above the drop. “I think 
Phylis and Judy have been pe t- 
ty and small-minded," Arnold 
said “Their judgements were 


hasty and ^° 0 f^2OlyroP iL ' 
ceedings ® hemore wide- 

to. 

"•iSfessss 

sSEs,s«Krs* 


SSSSS^^SOSSS^ 


100 m nude* iSSwHis iJOOm and 

SSMSssaiS 

1555: Vtwv cerawwy. 


Holmes runs on after 
heart and mind rebuild 


I t was eight weeks before Kel- 
ly Holmes could throw away 
the crutches on which she 
left last summers Olympic 
Games. 

Her running shoes also got 
the chuck in the wake of her ul- 
timately fruitless struggle 
against injury in Atlanta. For- 
tunately for British athletics, 
only the crutches stayed binned, 
“I retrieved my spikes, be- 
cause despite everything 1 had 
run in them at the Olympics," 
said Holmes, who returns to in- 
ternational action here tomor- 
row in the European Cup. **But 
the gesture was genuinely 
meant, I was ready to give up." 

The 27-ycar-old Army 
sergeant, who began her career 
in the services as a physical 
training instructor, is one of the 
toughest characters around. 
However, even she found it hard 
to cope with the pain she ex- 
perienced in running the 
Olympics with a stress fracture 
of "her left shin. 

Her schedule was daunting 
enough for a hilly fit athlete. She 
ran three rounds in the S0Q me- 
tres. missing the bronze medal 
by just a tenth of a second, and 
then contested another three 
rounds in the 1500m, where she 
finished 11th. 

Her misery’ at incurring an in- 
jury on the eve of the Games 


Mike Rowbottom reports from Munich 
on the international return of the Army 
sergeant who left Atlanta on crutches 


was compounded by misfor- 
tune just half an hour before her 
last race, when a pain-killing in- 
jection hit a nerve and deadened 
her leg. leaving it feeling, in her 
own words, like a lump of meat. 

Her final, faint hope of im- 
proving on the silver and bronze 
medals she had won at the pre- 
vious year’s World Champi- 
onships vanished in that 
moment She changed her tac- 
tics for the final, going to the 
front and hanging on - ago- 
nised, agonisingly - for as long 
as possible before all but one of 
the field came past her in the fi- 
nal 200m. But she knew that she 
had no real chance. 

“I had gone to the Olympics 
thinking 'here we go’. I just 
couldn't believe what happened 
to me," she said. “There is only 
so much you can take. I was so 
gutted, I’d had enough. My 
heart was broken, mentally Fd 
gone, everything... 

“I put myself down, really. It 
was my own expectation, be- 
cause 1 knew 1 was capable of 
getting a medal." 

Holmes gives credit to her 
room-mate, Tessa Sanderson, 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


■ if i knock on the. door often 
enough, it win open. CdbiMonfe 
gomerie, after his. onenetrote 
defeat to Ennie Ssin the USOpen, 
on his failure so far to won a ma- 
jor tide. 

■ It was do or die and l dWntdo 
it Tom Lehman, who led the US 
Open going into the final round. . 
■This couse beat me up. It hum- 
bled me big time. Tiger Woods, 
after finishing ID shots adnft of 

. Efe. 

■Who is the French Open cham- 
pion? Somebody should tell the 
organisers. If it had beet my dog 
winning this French title 1 think he 
would haw ejected to pfey in the 
stadium at Eastbourne- tea Ma- 
JoE, French Open champion, af- 
ter being ordered to play on an 
outside court at Eastbourne. 

■ Everybody’s favourite is Venus. 
If I had put heron Court: Two I wx*T 
have been gjifty of getting 5,000 
people through the gate on to a 
court that only holds 500. Geoige 
Hendon. Eastbourne tournament 
director, who put Venus Williams 
on Centre Court instead of Majoli. 

■ I was a bad bay and my moth- 
er told me I was a bad boy... I re- 
ally do feet the game misses John 
McEnroe and needs another bad 
boy. Jeff Tarango, back at Wim- 
bledon after last year's ban fof- 
towing his 1995 default for verbally 
attacking a umpire. 

■ I’m pleased, but what does it 
mean? Only that l wont meet Pete 
Sampras m the first round. Tim 
Henman, on being seeded for 
Wimbledon. 

■ I have no sympathy for Greg 
and his style of play He's fbrtu- 


reta ; l»fa«e;gBtso&-intheg»ne: 
Tim Henmarr b a fer moretafehtecL 
.player; Wayne fiaraira, hid .15 
seSd at WrrnbtedorCori Greg 
RusectekL - ; ..A. .. >' ' v' • 

■ I'm dangerous -but t don't 
foiciiVfiorryMiQL Gpranfinanisiawic. 
beater rrtttitr Stella Artois firef by.' 
Mark PhiiiwJbdssis; ; y, 

■The shppfs closed forthe sum-. . 
mer. Martin Edwai^, Marr-“ 
Chester United chJef.etecutive, after-' 
htedub’s failure to attract a sin-'' 
gto'ftMgn pteyer. 

■ 1 was ^br^nally - quoted . at ' 

£l2;5m, but 1 think rt rs now'. 
around £9m. That is fitiw much ’ 
it an went wrong atMttJesbrouih. 
Xrtnho on his depreciating val- i 
ue. •- . 

■ > would rather play u0y foot- • ' 
-ball and win than play attractive.-, 
football and lose. Mario Zagat* 
to, Brazfl coach, beSes the stereo^ ! 
type . after Ns side's 
defensive-minded 2-0 win aver I 
Colombia in the Copa America. 

■ Ronakfitls: an infantile disease 
of footballing neoiiberalism. 
FamigBa CrisUana, Italy's best- 
selling magazine, on the Skety mow 
of Ronaldo to Internationale. 

■ The bone has been removed 
and I have it at home in a jar. I’m 
tWrMng of having a sacrificial rit- 
ual, a burning to get ndofit Steve 
Backfey. back from a tong-stand - 
Ing leg injury. 

■ For the sake of English rugby. 
Cliff Brittle must stand down. The 
game wfll not urate unless there 
is a new chairman. Rugby Foot- 
bal Union statement on its chair- 
man, who stands for ns -election 
next month. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 
Rugby Union 

FIRST TEST 

South Africa v British lions (4.151 

(ji Nevkianas. Cjqc fawii 

Rugby League 

VISA WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP Pool 

B: Nortfi Qibsrtsiand v Salford (10.30am): 
Pans St-German v tterjti >7.0L 

Speedway 

7. 30 unless stated 

ELITE LEAGUE: Coventry v Bene Vue; King's 
Lyiw \ Poole-, Swindon i wotvcrtiampion. 
PREMIER LEAGUE FOUR TEAM CHAMPION- 
SHIP Qualifying round; Bervwft v Glasgow 
V Newcastle V ErunOurgfi i&JO); Sc*£ l/HUI 
v tong Eaton v Sheffield. 

SPEEDWAY STAR CUP Senh-naal Amt leg: 
Eastbourne v Bradford. 

AMATEW LEAGUE: Mridwhafl v Lathaflan. 

Other sports 

ATHLETICS: Ireland v Ertfand Corfu. 
BOWLS: Women's Home internationals; 
Women's Bmsh Championships rAyn. 
BOXING: ©F inttr-Cantuwntal *uper-feather- 
weght We contest: BwJoms iCanMt. hold- 
MvJWQeft WjJ KiyWsu* wnre, Cadffl. 
GOif: Ryder Co Migre e Scrsors OaiactCOH- 
ngmw Park. NormampTon). 

ROWfM: Henley wonwn's mgana. 

TEWUS: NiHlin^am Men's Open: Oiwn une 
(niernaliofiai Women's Championships 


fEasttxunei; CiuD Med Cup iTtefianetonl: Mul- 
berry Oasac iHurtrygumi. 

TOMORROW 

Football 

WORLD YOUTH CHAMNONSHP e««pC:Re- 
prtfc c« Ireland v Chna IMAkrSetar. Afatyttu. 

Rigby League 

VBA WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP Pool A: 
BnSMna vrtaMa* iSJOamj; Canberra vwgBn 
(5.30am); Si Helens » Pemtn (6JSi. 

RUGBY LEAGUE Rest OMsldK Pnlhemone 
v KuddenMU i6.0r: Hud Kapron Rovers v 
WnJnes i3.0i; WahnWd ir HUl 0.301; WN»- 
ha*n'r)^tf54eyi3-30).SecoodDr«eiorcBar- 
iwtf BatevilOV Hastt i/CarSsJe (3J0): ifljji 
v Present iJ.Oi 

Speedway 

womb CHAMPtONSWP Onn«n final: 

(6.01 for BrMfmfi. 

PREMIER LEACU& Glasent v Berunch 1630): 
Nevwasde v 6«*e (G.30I; Newport v Ewrer 
(2-30) 

AMATEUR LEAGUE: Buxton v St Ausea (3.0). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Women's Bnush Chan^ionaiufBlAyrt. 
GOLF: Ryder CWlnghw Sonars Class*: iCoS- 
npree Park. Northampton). 

MULURCYCUN& &fcri &ucemheCha>rf»Qn- 
shu» (Brand? Hawn. 

MOTOR RACBYttFormuo Three Outfiownshp 
lOufton RarW. 

ROWING: Hertey nomen's regalia (Heniay). 


who was competing in her sixth 
Olympic javelin competition at 
the age of 40, for persuading her 
to compete. 

“I was saying, I hate these 
Olympics, I thought they were 
going to be something really 
special, but it’s the worst time 
in my life.’ But Tessa was real- 
ly great. She kept telling me to 
thmk positive." 

Holmes was as positive as 
anyone could be in the circum- 
stances, but no amount of con- 
structive thinking could offset 
the fact that she haul missed two 
weeks' training immediately 
before the Games. 

The day before she left for 
Munich, Holmes was on the 
phone to Diane Modahl, 
Britain's former Common- 
wealth 800m champion, who 
also suffered a stress fracture re- 
cently. 

“She is as good as she can be 
right now," Holmes said. “But 
I know how devastated she 
feels. Hopefully, she has been di- 
agnosed eariy enough to retrieve 
something from the season." 

What helped to persuade 
Holmes back into a competitive 


frame of mind was a highly suc- 
cessful spell of winter training 
in South Africa. 

“I was able to focus on my 
athletics like never before," 
she said. “It was just what I 
needed after Atlanta. I needed 
to build myself up physically and 
menially." 

Proof of her improvement 
came last week when she broke 
the British 1,000m record in 
Leeds. “I was particularly 
pleased with that because it was 
a freezing cold day," she said. 

Zola Budd's British 1,500m 
record remains one of her main 
targets for the season, although 
it is more likely to be broken at 
the British Grand Prix on 29 
June than in the tactical race 
which is likely to take place here. 

For all the trauma of Atlanta, 
Holmes does not regret taking 
part last year. “I would never do 
that," she said. “If I had not run, 
it would always have been a case 
of *what if?’ I would have always 
regretted pulling out of my first 
Olympics. They could have 
been my last - you don't know 
what wfll happen in athletics. 

“But if 1 went through all this 
and still got fourth place in the 
Olympics, what can I do when 
I get a perfect year?" 

A very interesting question. 
Touch wood. 1997 is looking 
good so far. 



Hard times: Kelly Holmes after the 800m final m Atlanta 


Photograph: Allsport 


Redgrave 
four face 
test of 
resolve 

Rowing. . — 

HUGH MATHESON 
reports from Pans 

ariiain's ne* coxless four, 
which is Steve Redgrave s cto- 

vehicles siav on top of 

world rowing for ifienextioor 
^ will meet toughcoinpe- 

iition m the 

World Cup m ^ Isweek ’ 

Cn Newon the scene is a Rea* 

boat starting alongside strong 
crews from Slovenia, Romania 
and Germany. After J ears ^of 
-hi^v-ine little- France led the 
world fo this event m 1993 and 
finished second in Atlanta last 

British crew, in which 

Redgrave and long-term jjan-- 
nermfoew-Pl^ntarejomed 
bv James Cracknell and Tim 
Rtster, won last time out m Mu- 
nich and lead the World Cup 

ra France bring together fee 
of their gold medal four, two of 
whom - Jean Chnsiophe Roi- 
land and Mictel Andijw-. 
were two seconds behind Red- 
grave and Pinsent in Atlanta 
last year. 

Thev have been racing an. 
eight this year hoping to chm- 
lenge fo the flagship event at the 
World Championships on Lac 
Aiguebeieties in September., 
But that has not worked and 
now they have something to 
prove against the target crew 
for 1997. 

peter Haining- the Scot, who 
is the only single sculler to win 
the lightweight world title three 
times, makes his first appear- 
ance in this competition after 
a year racing as an open weighL 
Haining has thought □ light- 
weight double sculls partner as 
the best route to an Olympic 
medal but finds himself alone 
this year. 

Provided his drive is still 
fresh he should have plenty to 
compete for against a new 
generation of contenders for 
bis crown. 

There will be two British 
eights in Paris, each of which 
finished second in Munich. 
The open weights will have a 
strengthened version of the 
German crew which beat them 
by two seconds and new 
line-ups from Australia and 
France. ■ 


SOUTHWELL 




HYPERION 

135 Or dog Mor 125 Scrabo View 2£5 Soci- 
ety Girt &30 Derrfng Bridge 4J)0 Antiguan Fly- 
! er 435 Code Red SOS Brawe 

GOING: OwmL 

■ Fibresaml surface: left-hand sharp, nval mum?. 

■ Course is. lm SE of town and 5m W of Newark. Ho llesUHl June- 
Uon mtioii* course. ADMISSION: Club 512; Tnucraalh SG fOAP 
members or enurw's Diamond flub S I. accompanied under- Hw 
free). CAB PARS: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Damcada insured) Fast 

ftwa f.V'.JQ); Bright Eclipse tvwxtil) |4Jl6». 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Gy\wy Kioe ( l/ifii* War Whoop 
f3J0) Miu 281 mBw by Meet L V Uus-cl) f»wn Milnaihcet. Tqrdde. 

■=“ecl WILL SCARLET NOVICE CHASE {CLASS D) 
£4^50 added 2m 4f UOvds 

1 RM21- DANDE HP (22) (D) A Carol 9 11 7 JIFomI 

2 1P3JJ1- QMME0BICD1 jOShea7U7 NHHanmnV 

3 rxp-l OHDOG HOB (M) (OQ M Meggner G 11 7 A P McCoy 

A /Oral- WALLS COURT (O) (□) J BsheU 10 II 7_ Ltotn 

S J2'15- YQUEM (A0) (BF) c James 7 11 7 jarrttaari(7) 

G 5321-U GYP5V KMG (IS) MBS L AERfi 9 U 0 Alhomtoo 

7 23221- RAVMN(Z7}UssXGev^9U0 JH ARz^raM 

8 /PPM ROYAL 011201(7) (PHBaaanfeySUO Dftme 

9 0 LO-2 THSBIliriffE(7)CanolaauO M Bony (7) 

10 ASUP- WRTS ROSE (2« a Gee 7109 ^JWPGaa 

U UNO AH Harvey 8 109 JAMcCarfty 

12 2fW0 MOflCAT (7) C teMfle 8 10 9 HSopvto 

-12dadared- 

BETTWG: 7-2 Ws It Mr Ufa. B-2 Bn, UR Oriqt Mor, 6-1 Dandte tap. 
L3-2 WAR 8-1 Wate Court. Yqocm Raywaa, 12-1 others 


r««cl ROBIN HOOD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
“221 R ESfiOO added 3m UOyds 

1 5421? GLEmNN PMNCESS (53) P 8wen 9 11 10 WBtoJoa 

2 21035- SMTN 1M (2D m Ms JRanan 9 LI 6 Rfhmnt 

3 F34P-5 1B«UeMIWTO(D)P9e«*™rteU3 HSwife 

4 mu- CAflLWGFORD 1AKE5 (82) (D) T Thomson Jones 9 10 13 — 

MAHhHnU 

5 5U55-3 SCRABO WEW TO (CO) P Seaanori 9 10 11 -fi Grettaa (9 B 

6 P35T-6 MHDCANEANDREWTOID) JAMoneSlO 10 _AP McCoy 

7 /323A- PERUVIAN GALE (21) (CO) Mft S Smtti 3 10 9 JtSWIt 

8 05613- ROM.SQtWE(3S)nMjBnoc)°nU.ll}&_M:RItMrtM(3) 

9 ,3146- mi«5TORa^A0i8U)6 PKoflay 

10 22415 IMSraiCHUOIfH!Cia(D)OMHnjU10(U»SDindl(7) 

U 3W OAMCAOA (26) A Cjid* 9 10 0 DB H^w rV 

12 4A40Q- PANDORAS PHOE [24) [qiWaC HID 0 SWjma 

-12dadantf- 

Mnenum n&gK lost Rue tanfop naffe: Master Qusaler 9 k L3B. Osm- 
caaa 9a ID. Pandora's Pm 8 a 13b 

BETTING: 9-2 Cafagfort Lakes, S-l Royal Squwr. 6-1 Saftb loo, H»rt- 
catre AoAw*. 7-1 Qonflnn Pnacen, Scndat « tm, 8-1 Tnpto Barth, Pe- 
nwtao Gate, Martar Crmadar, 12-1 otters 

1^ ce l LfTTLE JOWi NOVICE WJRDLE (CLASS E) 
|X«00| £2525 added 2m 

1 1 PIVOUH (14) (CD) G McOnn 4 11 0 Dfbrtt(3) 

2 ff’-f BET WUSHRE (7) Mn N Macadey 5 lb 12 SWym 

3 0003-2 RTJSHTTHTWflSJMHarmionda 1012 — XtBrntiej 

A 00162- F0KlTTO(Bf)RHQlh5hea)71012 GatyljiMs 

5 OOT&V BA»RS)OUXlW)MASSnv<ri6l012 SCoert 

6 P- MRAAKXMr LEADER OTO D Marts 5 10 12 DMonls 

7 OF W0- WHOO OF THOUGHT IT (42) POanngs6 10 12..A1honllDii 

8 P0- AlPHETDN PHWCE 03S J A Hams 4 10 7 _J Supple (3) 

9 P32U4- AIMEOnsTO B Gee 710 7 MrPGM 

10 OS® BETTER BAND r759) C J Prtce 8 10 7 ICzAety 

U SHAWF (FT) W MUr 4 10 7 JHRUwls 

12 Q004F SOOErr(JBLp3)Hr»8a4 1fl2 MUBnm 

- 12 declared - 

BETTMC: 7-4 Ptretah, 7-2 Society CM. 4-1 RMy Ifome, 9-2 H (My. 12-1 
Stoat 14-1 Major Slow. Alphe tor Prtece, MU others 


LINGF 1 ELD 


HYPERION 

&15 Nails Taas 6.45 Phone Alex 7.15 Bright 
Paragon 7.45 Night Express 8-15 Samara 
Sortg &A5 Push A Venture 

GOING: Turf - Good to Firm ftttnertnf!): AW- AandanL 
STALLS', lm 'll- nwadts lm U - ut*hlK: rfralghV - sands sldc- 
DEAW ADVANTAGE: Hi#* -'■f lo 7f. 

■ Lrfl-liand, sharp imrluLeang course. 

■ Counee Is SE oT (own ,*n BJTJS. UngScld saaOon i M iwd I ty 
Lundnti, \Tcioru) adjoins mum 1 . ADMISSION; Mem born Sj:t. 
Family Cndojun.' Sfi. CAR PARK: nub 1:1; remainder free. 
BUNKERED FZBST TIME: Sweet Magic (7.1 f,). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATE: Pericles i 7 4fi| mm 31 Lch- on 
Seiunby; Tajrebah iT.-tA) & Zaatelek |H.15MmnheremSaiunljy. 
LONG-DKT.VNCE RUNNERS: Pericles 1 7. V>) has been -mi 27n 
mil Pa hy M Johnston froin MhHBctam. Kmli Yorkrthne. 

f gVfgt TAIWAN AMATEUR RIDERS* HANDICAP 
I 0 -**- 0 ! (CLASS F) £3,300 added lm 3f 106yds 

1 WOQP eCd BINS (IS) (Oil Pams E. U 7 MreLPsaceS 

2 002000 WmrO»£(8)JJert*is?UZ Dr M Haonkti 7 

3 634210 D0NT MOP BOMBS TO D ThomS 102-kBHJFeMea3 V 

4 40-320 B0tMHWS LOV (2S) J fWenrs 6 ID 1 J* V lalcato (5} G 

5 3040- GRAM} APPUUSE (JB3CIJ M Seaman 7 9 10..~— 

— JMrS ttalteftrt ra 2 

6 4004D SIRA7S IH5ACY (K) D MxUrft 10 9 IJBr* D ArtjrfmotU 

7 50331 MAHLENO C23) U Pipe 3 9 S MrJ&«fatafa9 

8 646535 MBS1US TO S 00*4 96 MrTCartl 

9 500605 SFECTfla£MI(17)3tece896 UsK Ws(5)S 

10 OOOOO IttCATlD (14) J 5 9 ) MbsJ Wonna»(S) 12 

U 06045 SPOOL FWER £2® !i \X*fB J 9 0 Mre A Usher (5) 10 

12 .taw aftwwecasrTOn*^mjfeGfen>di{5m 

13 OOteO SUSSEX CORSE f7fl J L3r^ 690 MrTWMeK (5)48 

-Udeeiml- 

Mk*m: 93. Tn* Sums* Cost 3Sf 9b. Sussatow 7sr 13a>. 

PCnWG: 7^ ManBena. 8*1 Hafc TaBs, 7-1 OeM Blade, 0-1 Strats Legs- 
Cy, Me ntone . Begjmans law. ID-1 Dofll Bwp Booths. 14-1 ettere 

ro Rl WTTRSALLS MAS3EN AUCTION [SKY 
STAKES (E) £4,025 2VO 5f LrV- 1 

1 MMNflll lAtJ P Kouirg 8 12 PUEddery4 

2 RBATGM n4ea0e84 J Horten 3 

3 4 RWWEnw(7)UJarwB3 Roberts 1 

■» 23 TOTORWWMIBnPnVIteNwBS Dttnta»2 

5 022 RtONEALacUKBRRHnnrtSZ OanetTNeas 

6 30 SHraTROSCCfflRBcssSO IQato7 

7 06 WUHHUQZlMRpn 713 JUBeM(3)6 

-74tcM- 

BETTfM: B4 Phare Max, W Muftnffonff, 11-2 AaoMe Mr, M Md 
Uh, 12, UtoaHB lad, 14-1 (Mete. 20-1 Sweet Roils 

[ 74 *] VINES OF SEVENOAKSHW fciTy 
(CLASS E) £4>025 added 5f l^V-LI 

1 1 025011 S0NGSJTOTOimwS*«6rs4 913_PPMsn*y(3)l 

2 23M0 M0rTO8AlCMWimi(3«mEl^ 

3 SNffiMA»B5)raPH0rfrtc6P3._-J«teflejy2^ 

4 032115 P0U7G0U6HlUf(U)ICB MaarsanJ4 99_NA4*»SB 


5 233600 R0BEUKM ( 11 ) (D) D Artrufm 69 7 DHantaesllV 

6 605021 BAWMIIAIITO (0)0 McC«jt 5 94 CRuUare 

7 MWO SHARP STOCK To RrtMSS 4 93- S Drowse If) 

8 OOWS ICE ASE (12V (D) R 3 B 12 RCottraaeB 

9 05000 VttiAGE PUG (1® h C^re*i 3 7 13 RPMnc*(5)9B 

10 046154 BRIGHT PARAGOH (JO) (CD) f lwy 8 7 11 Jtofln Dnyar (3) 3 

U 00000 HAZZAfiQLO (19) (D) Rlngwn 7 710 MBafcd(3)4V 

-lldedared- 

Mrtmm wetpc ?S 10fe True hartScao -sijyic Mjzareto 7-s* 2ft. 

BEnWS; 3-1 Soogshcet, 7-2 Poly Cctfftfy, 93 flerranaA. 5-1 Brtg* P«r « e>i. 
8-1 Another BstdMrih, 10-1 Ice Ate, 12-1 Robe Hop. 16-1 others 

fWyTFl JARINNe INSURANCE UMTTED I SKY I 
l STAKES (E) £44)25 3YO 7f LZHU 

1 233210 MRPARAttSETOtllta^WJO IDSmtti(3)5 

2 &U »1 reRKLES (7) (09 M Johnson 90. IWtanrS 

3 J4CG4 DARMG FUaHT (115) Lrf Hrftn^an 8 51— ..D Henfeen 1 

4 6342 WGHI EXPRESS (14) HH.irt)u»v « 11 -W Ryan 6 

5 -43C61 WRSAH (7) (CD) PWawifl 8 11 RWeZ 

fi 2 E -600 MUWnOHTOMaaratinBB Jfefen* 

Benm& 2-l Partde*. U-4 Mg* Egress, 7-2 Tap^MA 6-1 Mr Par****, 
7-1 Daib« Ft#*. 12-1 Jnefaatai 

roTc l MARKWIJJSONBRTtnWHCAP ! fiu yl 
l 0 -^! (CLASS F) £3^00 lm If LzEHJ 

1 Wbao- TOUR W05T WOEOME (132) W D 5-tinrrt to®, G ^ 11 — 1 

RPB»(*(5)7 

2 0-1550 WW*RBS(l®8Kmft'43lfl WBywU I 

3 636301 ROHAN REEL TO 61 Mm £9 7. M Wtftaml3 

4 0-SM3 CHW1J0N 04P 112) R Hodge -5 97 SVmmell \ 

5 CHXX5 HARVEI 1 WHITE (7) J Areoc 5 9 7 NDeyS 

E 450025 lAW DANCER (24) (D)T M?4 96. AH*>3 

7 0&O53 RBttWSPMHCE(12)(B)Ka«495 A Mm2 

S 0634)5 ERRANT (21)00*^595 IObWS 

9 06-022 SAMARA SONG (5) p?] IWBtans495 JI Roberts 6 

10 000-00 HOI QINAR0 (7) B Para 4 9 1 ADHy(5)9 

U FO603 SOVHSKN CRKT (7) C H»^n 4 9 1 Pad Eddery 4 

12 532414 «TOBSnWUra(17)nRP«»w*BB13 OHrotawM 

13 601301 2MHLEK(7)(C) RBonwSfl 12 FNortnl 

14 -G4200 SQUARE IttEMm (ISJP HaiiingA 8 9 DoaMMM 

-lAdsdared- 

SHTTnfi: 4-1 SamaaSoiig, 9-2 RenAtDiPftnce. 11-2 Zamoleic 0-1 Sor- 
erefc. Crtst, 8-1 H««y VWdte, 104 What A Fb» 12-lotte« 

Tq V, c 1 BEUNG MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
5™J £3300 added 3YO lm (AW) 

1 423405 AROUNDF0REMUSSTOTMI&97. JlffifloqB 

2 04026 IWRR1IIG (UJ M Sandas 9 4 PPH«r*y(3) 10 

3 030-5 GO FOR GREEN TO Or) ScagB 9 4 £Gmiht($B 

4 30-060 KRtSTDPHHi (19) t K* 9 2 RHBsll 

5 220545 USn£<SWVJAOKTO p HO«ln£92 — MGddefy5B 

6 J3M40 t£C BEFORLH (18) L UcrlUgje Hen S 10 J Weaver 12 

7 0OP00 CANTON RON SC Dwyer BS DHenton? 

8 50000 BAPSfa»fajGtW»E86. RPertanB 

9 4-0003 PUSH A VENTURE (10) SIVbo® 8 5 .W Ryan 2 

10 0060 DR IBOOOSTOCII (37) W Ueadfi 8 S fNortnoS 

11 0004® WfllTOCHDGHreTOMF-taft*^ 

12 HFBflDAiRX STWT US) U H?®irv6fo 7 Id ... J Qutoo 1 V 

Lfrsmum irei^it. Ja. !0tt Tree hanScxi PcrMUUe SpWr 'a Sb. 

BETTIN6;T'2W*nlnt4'lAroundf0iBAa*L5-lGoIreGiwjit,7-lCan- 
ton Ron. Pstt A Ventare, B-l W«oj*er. Ctffe AflMqr Jar*. 12-1 other* 


|o onl K T HYDRAULIC HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2325 added 3m 110yds 

1 52122- SCUD WSSIE TO J 87 Payne 6 11 11 AThomtori 

2 44U-1 HETOfKMANTOtoSU9M4n91ia.J»lLUeiKl)a 

3 220P2- DESSTT FORCE (420(Q 6 FiennB U £MeyB 

4 42223- OERfiHB BR»GEfa)(C0) 1*5 SAireon 711 6__AP McCoy 

5 245P1- RWHAfiSTOW5SSi«h9115 -.R«WsL 

6 W62- PRBiC DtSPlAT (2«TO A^Haney 11 110-..JA MeCartty 

7 S3P64 FR0NUBTRJGW(7){C) W® LSrttf 7 ID 13 — Eltetorf (3}B 

S 61132- KAlRKUJ£Me.TOGMcCout510a DForttO) 

9 3P121 ON MT TDK TOR Rut 6 10 3 ) Frost 

10 WAR WHOOP (15) W98L Russel 5 10 D — MrRTIwniton (3; 

11 3021 -P MARP00D (IS) 8 CM 12 10 0 _JRKmna0i 

12 IA427P FAST ramETOCTMJltornsUlOO-.LCUirieto (TIB 

-UMM- 

Mttwmire#* 10SL rwlBrtfcvwi^^WiwP^l-^Mw^ 
9a IDO. FaaFmse Sst 7D. 

BETTING: 4-1 Oe My Foes, 5-1 Me Me Men, 11-2 NaaOcM Jewel 7-1 
ScadMtasAe, Dcesrt Force. Rw Ba4», Prtoe Otapiay. B-lothen 

rX7>J*l MAD MARION HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
1 I FI £2575 added 2m 

1 12B1S- WILY STAR (XZU(D| Ms 5 Srokr 7U10-. RGoest 

2 01211- AHIKUAN FUBt (38) (CD) G Roannou 8 11 3_A P McCoy V 

3 5643-2 HKH U3W (Ffl (ty M Unwond 9 10 13 .HHonw*s(7) 

4 51006- PEGASUS BAT (207) (CD) D CantAon 5 10 11 -JIGnde 

5 0«fiP BWTWattDUlQiNiiaiDS iW« 

6 (M4U3- DMydPTOTO.(TOTOBUewcAn810 6.tt-JLltoH«n 

7 4024-1 KEMMTOICD)UBMy510 6 MAFft&eafd 

8 5354-0 SHARP SOSXIXM (7) (8) 0 A Hater 7 10 6 F tadiy (3) 

9 04353 BmUHEB. BU TO (C|JJert*B 8 10 3 -NMOtmtonV 

ID 4031F- aWWGMOORTOFJmBn^WO 3Wynre 

11 41030- TANGO MAM (21) (D) (BF) J O^Siea 5 10 0 GlM(3) 

- 11 declared - 

MWmwn: TOst Tiub rrejgMs: ShBtt*! Moor 9a i». iangr< Man 9et lift. 

BETTINB: 5-1 Anttprafl Rytt, Me Moo. 11-2 fSffi Low. SMftng Moan, 8-1 
WMy Star. DaBy Sport OtL SWAM ML 10-1 othen 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7J)0 Poker Princess 7.30 Arcatura 8.00 
Broughtons Turanoa 8J25 totiaash 835 Michetee 
BJ25 Course FtsWng 

GOING: Suimlir>l. 

STALLS: lre4i)t\ 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hl«l» fn.in Of in lm 11 . 

B FUjftMuwi. Ml-hand, iwul «hp«: 

B rt rom* ** t- N i-f town cm A 1 1R WxIii-Hluiiikihi -a.iimr I m AD- 
MISSION: t’luli 51.1: ThUitwiILn ji. n i.\l' nH-niln-n, „[ Duunuiwl 
iluhiJ): Vk«tn|| Iteeauram S3'i.K>in.| u ,iiii|! . ■« nuin- end iwul 
CAR PAUL free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: UAimn Geiwwi tH r .r, j. 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: tutuier* Lsdy , k rin , 
we a Tlrlreh on ThturrUy 

WLSALLMADENHCAP (CLASS nSLfvl 

Li^J n £3300 3YO lm If 79yds 1 S * T | 

1 210000 M06UL TO 71 rjaam 9 7 AMeCtoel 

2 40-230 POfTT WORRY MIKE (42) F Lee 91, '...SWtorortA2 

3 0050 Sni»SHWMW«TO>Hite8ii MRknmn-r 

4 025363 P0KB1 PRWCES5 (10) M Bed 8 8 

5 MOO BRAND HOTEL (IS) PHms 8 3 ... RDmte4 

6 004) fiADROON (41) P Haston 7 ID -J» Mnamm 8 

B -5050) PETULA BOY (5) S R Bawnrg 7 10 P Dae (7) 3 

9 -00440 GOLD CUTTER (12) M Ryan 7 10 AteCTOySs 

■* 9 mm - 

Mrtrrwn wBlghc 7fl K*?. Tme handfeap ee^w: Moor Han ftnosn 7v wh 
fWulfleoy72 5fli.Co«CRwrrn38i 

RBIWt 1M PotoPriacew, U-» S4w4ttWarrtor 1 74Mafti > 4.lD W l 
Wony me. rncmd Hotel Gadrooe. Gold CRpper.mettm 

|730| WJUBmiOAMNG STAKES fcLrvl 
L*!5Hj (CLASS F) £3^00 lmlOOyds t. 5KY l 

1 05500 D0CT0RBRAVK)US(2DfCD(Mby J3 9. . 

2 Cl 10(H) RIVBtS MAaCTO J Wte 4 oiT_" If 

3 014CEO DRAGCeUQY TO TO N banxden -5 9 7,D ikGoffin F7) 3 V 

4 BUIE HAVANA (JOB) Graeme ne 5 90.. 2 

5 41-150 ARWIU»(2S)C1*T«S3U 

*7 38 11 '...SsSSS 

7 MOM PEOPLEDUTOTO(CD)HttA*a5 4S10_.JFtoa 

'! K SBBKS^f.tsaSsi 

; sssssss^sssssfsr 

IflOOl WWMflNSNtFIHSCUmHCAP rg g V T 
(CLASS O £7,325 lm lflOyds l*** 

' J H,™*' “ MCB * W w W S C VWtenr; 5 |l,.,„.. , 6 

2 WU451 CASHMERE IAPTf4) (CP) ft Eym 6 'j 3 \ 


r^-QCl SHERFF NOVICE SELLMG WCAP HURDLE 
(CLAS S G) £2^75 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0302P- ESKIMO IDSS TO (BF1 <j Jctnson Hotjtfui 4 12 0_J* Hcrtey 

2 (XKJ2- COOERa(F7))ffitth4^«4lll3 LAspea 

1 360W UTILE REDWING TO M HarwnomjS 11 5 

JI torrocte (3) V 

4 P0CW1 BRIGHT EOJB’SE (47) J (XStea 4 11 5 .„.._GleeV 

5 OOOP4- ABADG£T00FAR(24I W^LlViamscr: 7 10 13.£Hust»nd8 

6 l»W-3 CHAHLVK (14) W Oeran^wn 7 1C 10 L McGrath (5) B 

7 06330- AfiAJNSTTHECL0«TOP9«vw5107 _L Cunrtns (3) 

ft PPOW MEADIWAEQl|lS!)WVo«^8105 SMrfTO»I3> 

-8 declared - 

BEnwe: W Bright EcHpn, M Code Red, UtUe Redwliig, 4-1 Eddno 
Kte. 8-1 Against The Clock. 16-1 Cfcrtie, 2G1 A Badge Too Far. 33-1 

HaatkMfeck 

CnCI KING JOHN INTERMEDIATE NH FLAT RACE 
- 9 \ (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m 

1 21 ST0RMHU. STAG (23) ID) P &nnpf, 9 11 LI _L Curorains (7) 

2 0 BEMCIA BOY (7) J McCMtiroOM 5 11 4 lftej«4(3) ! 

3 00- BtRhurA (38) ] Mach* 51] 4 E Htrstund (3 

4 JOHAN POND PB Wetter ^11 a (fcPSCatt 

5 SWYWWD WNG (7) J B«mrr*?v f. U 4 J^LaMiy (3) 

6 BS1£ BUSK Mr: 5 Smrth 5 Hi' 13 _JJJBWn*an® 

1 BRAWE (FR)CGr»aJ 1013 5Mekm(7) 

8 0- M91N TIC SKY (42) J Jertons J 10 13. j |lufc»(3) 

9 3- MASTER ERADAN IBS) A MutwlanJ 4 HI n _ j SatMe (3) 

10 P FEMXEITW (7) P Beaumont 4 Ifl u RGrettn (5) 

^ 4 MWBS WTCtgH(7)MWEartliBhy410S— JArKHOlliBB 

U 0- ARCTKAITACpljUMoi^nJlOS- -N Harrocta (7) 

13 CG-5 TRUTWWL.Y(7)^*Iw«.4 108 Mr R Thormm ( 3 ) 

- 13 declared- 


ter Bradaq g-l TmtftfuDy, IQ - 1 Ugh in Hie Sfcy. 14-1 ottera 

3 0«61 ALSAHB (14) (C) tf; M jt 4 3 13 T®»Mie7 

■» ^2013 BKWOTNSTljmw. ^ O 8 R 83 5llZ_ 

t 

J<n312 BSfnC0(7)(CD) Vr,NM*aulevS 81 .. wrw.au 

7 M-U WATER GARDEN (44) 0 Hftagg 3 B 1 Ilf.AtorJe 

- 7 declared - 

lL2S| SS^6 f HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4-900 

i !ssss 5 aas*:'“^ 5 s«: 

6 PHMAaiKfDICOMRig^nft JSk , If 

J^.3.5 amiAOSTAWS BEAUTY (281 <0) 0 ‘^T'Tr 

' 0 3.730 AIHPC 'hdeway fiii £Tea M? 

2 wS§SSSg 23 Si' 

EvmeL 12-1 ottan "“Wy Ra*. Pageboy, Oberorfe Dart, j 

(CLASS G > i 

| "s 

BRtote U« Mean mss, 

LMy. Jonathan's Girt, *W ““P- 

i SBa"»K!?^ziiaK 

fi -30102 iwSteSin'S^^ 4 q fi- I cams 7 

* tetXK) ^ 5 9 0 — DSI0S3 
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sport 


Magic returns for Godolphin 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Royal Ascot 

The talk about Godolphin has 
been so funereal recently that 
it was a little surprising that 
Tfeaxn Dubai did not turn up for 
play this week with the accou- 
trements of black armbands 
added to their piercing Royal 
blue colours. 

The impression that a thou- 
sand deaths have been visited 
on the brigands from Arabia is 
nothing but a historical illusion. 
When a Lottery winner fails to 
follow up the following Satur- 
day it is hardly considered a sur- 
prise, yet Godolphin have been 
mourned simply for falling be- 
hind the quite unsustainable 
standards of recent years. We 
can now stop spraying them with 
pity following a double for 
Saeed bin Suroor and the boys 
yesterday which made the for- 
mer bobby the leading trainer 
at the meeting. Royal blues 
now refers exclusively to the 
Godolphin silks. 

Godolphin did not accept 


Ihe reverses of a fledgling cam- 
paign as the wish of Allah 
They did not wander off dole- 
fully into the desert interior, but 
immediately culled what are 
considered to be the four- 
legged cadgers in the system, 
while introducing some promis- 
ing juveniles. The class of ^7 
was found to be wanting and the 
underachievers were summar- 
ily expelled. 

“The reaction to our set- 
backs was quite understandable 
because for three years we have 
had a fantastic time,” Simon Cr- 
isford, the racing manager of 
Godolphin, said yesterday. “As 
soon as things got a little bit 
sticfy, people wondered what 
had happened and what had 
gone wrong. 

“But we always knew that the 
horses were of an inferior qual- 
ity than the ones we had in re- 
cent years. In addition, a lot of 
the horses last year had a hard 
time because they were cam- 
paigned very aggressively and it 
may be that a lot of them didn't 
come back, didn’t recover from 
what we asked them to do last 
season." 


!j PERN HILL HANDICAP - 10-YEAR-TALE {! 
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So badly had the Godolphin 
horses run, in fact, that exten- 
sive tests were conducted on 
them. They all relumed clear. 
Sheikh Mohammed, the 
group's sponsor, eventually 
took his predicament to the 
temple of a retiring guru. 
“When I visited Dick Hem he 

RtpHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Winter Romance 
(Ascot 335) 

NB: Bishops Court 

(Ascot 2J30) 

said 'Sheikh Mohammed these 
things will come and go and you 
will never know 1 ," the owner re- 
ported. “So 1 just stopped, 
looked and waited and this is 
what has happened." 

What happened first yester- 
day was that Asfurah bolted for- 
ward in the Windsor Castle 
Stakes and then Predappio beat 
the millionaire Pilsudski in the 
Hardwicke Stakes. Both should 
have been ridden by the sus- 
pended Frankie Dettori, whom 
some thought unlucky. He 
wasn’t, in the same way a bur- 

ASCOT 

2J0tk FLAMBOYANCE, who pal- 
pably failed to stay the 2m If dip 
when three lengths sixth to Squeak 
in the Listed BaUymacoU Stud 
Stakes at Newbury Iasi lime, is well 
handicapped on her previous 2'h 
lengths second to Noisette in a 
stakes race here over a mile and 
| should go dose. 
l(XO 

1 230: BISHOPS COURT, a cred- 
| ilable 1 'A lengths third to Return Of 
. Amin in the valuable William HD] 
Trophy Handicap owsr Sf at York last 


glar is not unfortunate when he 
gets free cinema tickets after he 
has been put under lock and 
key. He wasn't either because 
he still managed to win the tro- 
phy for the leading jockey at the 
meeting with four wins. 

Gary Stevens was hardhr an 
inconsolable figure hims elf af- 
ter Predappio’s victory. The 
jockey was later banned for two 
days for excessive use of the 
whip on Dane time in the Wok- 
ingham (a similar ride would 
have been punished under the 
non-triers rule in his native 
America), but the memory he 
will carry home is of his 
mount’s fightback to win the 
Hardwicke. “Fortunately I 
found a horse with a bigger 
heart than I’ve got,” he said. 
“That rates right up there with 
my Kentucky Derby wins. 
The thrill, the fanfare, has 
been just great all week long 
and to be part of walking into 
the winners’ enclosure is a big 
thrill for me." 

Following the feast of Royal 
Ascot we get the hiccup tins af- 
ternoon m the shape of the 
Heath meeting, so called be- 


cause it is not as important as 
it thinks it is. 

An interesting contestant 
here is Bishops Coort (next best 
230). who was raised 131b for 
a Chester victory over some 
moderate opponents, the sort of 
assessment that threw logs onto 
the fire of injustice winch burns 
fiercely within Jack Ramsden. 
The husband of trainer Lynda 
was so pessimistic before the 
gelding ran at York last Satur- 
day that it must have been a 
source of astonishment to him 
that the horse returned home 
alive. Now the message is rather 
more upbeat. “We don’t think 
he quite got home over six at 
York last week and this stiff five 
should suit him better," Lynda 
Ramsden said yesterday. Tm 
happy with his draw (stall six) 
ana we know he likes this 
ground because he won on it at 
Chester." 

Neither will the gr ound be a 
major discomfort to WINTER 
ROMANCE (nap 3 35), who is 
ready to win, while others to 
consider for those box-bound 
this afternoon are Selfish (2.00) 
and Monza (3.00). 



a iSHS e S ap *Sl! tS .? ,e better * Michael Kinane on Pilsudski in 
yesterday’s Hardwicke Stakes at Royal Ascot Photograph: Julian Herhert/Allsport 


FIRST SHOW 


How they bet on today’s 
televised races 




Saturday will be equally effective 
over this stiff Sf and remains on a 
fair handicap mark. Polish Warrior, 
another who looks potentially well 
treated over this distance, looks the 
mam danger. 


3A0; CONON FALLS, not disgraced^ 
in ftnkKfaig 4*/* lengths fourth to 
Grapesbot in the Listed Predomi- 
nate Stakes over im 2f at Good- 
wood last time, promises to stay this 
distance well. Fblak is the obvious 
danger. 

□CO 

3J& ORSAY, who quickened up re- 
ally well to come from last to first 
in a slowty run lm 2f handicap at 
Sandown last time, can confirm 
platings with Game Floy, the neck 
runner up that day, on lib worse 
terms. 


Ascot-200 


Kara 

C K 

L 

T 

Brea toll 

32 62 

#2 

32 

area 

4-1 B-l 

M 

62 

Ktete 

51 132 

61- 

61 . 

tthaDre 

8-1 61 

M 

7-1 

Thraiini—n* 

61 13-2 

61 

81 

Mod Maria 

3-1 3-1 

M 

7-1 

Merita (Me 

101 10-1 

91 

91 

anin 

U-l 91 

01 

3-1 

□recta* Dmo 

m u-i 

U-l 122 1 

Mata Dora 

151 14-1 

14-1 

14-1 

araeilte 

33-1 33-1 

334 

331 

BnrarQnan 

m 201 25-1 

331 

JWta 

rinMU iM 

_lfe- 

A 


EtfwWa *owMatt,ptasJ,3 3 
C-Cato H -Mon hft L-WUk T-lm 


II Ascct-230 II 

Hona 

C H L T 

BtateraOM 

7-2 4-1 41 41 

MUMrafer 

31 61 7-1 7-1 

CHCaraiM 

131 31 31 31 

11 totatei 31 101 01 an 1] 

Mtefftanr 

tog! 10 1 IM 141 
131 141 101 1U 

DnbAkto 

J34 141 i*i U .i 

toraataBar 

. 131 131 1*1 M., 

Crate Bari« 

141 »l ifrl 1*1 

Caerfltataear 

161 101 161 u-i 

satatlMriw 

334 101 101 1*1 

■paddte. 

231 101 161 1*1 

jygo*" 

Stem 

231 231 231 201 

Prince Dome 

201 201 261 361 

Mated lad 

261 261 1*1 &i 

Kara 

261 »1 33-1 361 

mm 

361 361 261 33-1 
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HYPERION 

2J00 Flamboyance 410 Courtship 

Z30 BISHOPS COURT (nap) 440 Migrate 
300 Conon FaUs 510 Right Man 

3.35 Orsay (nb) 


GOING: Soft. 

STALLS: Straight comae- stands side; round coarse - Inside. 

D RAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand course wtih testing ophfll finish. 

■ Coarse is ncarjtmakm of A3U£> and A330. Access bom M3 (Junction 3) end M4 (Junc- 
tion 6). HeHcofxer^bmdtag facility at corns? (Heathrow ]5 miles)- Kailwny station (ser- 
vice tram London, Waterloo) wtyotns course. ADMISSION: Members Slfl (Juniors ] 7 
- 26 jts S8): Grandstand* Paddock £10; Siher Ring £6; tfeati £2. CAE PARK: £4 or 
free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH XPNNB2& J Dunlop — 20 winners from 144 runners 
gives a success ratio of 18.1*6 and a profit u, a£] level stake of £09.96; J Gooden — 
19 winners, 117 rumen, 16.2%, --£9-06; B Cedi — 17 winners, 87 runners. 19-6%, 
+£26.-12; M Stonte — 1 7 winners, 162 nmnrt*. 119%, -£39.42. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori —34 winners, 216 rides. 15.7%, +S692; P« E6 
day — 32 winners, 243 rtdes, 133%, -437.33; TQabm — 27 winners, 190 rides, 149%, 
+£5.71; J Held — 28 winners, 215 rides, 12.1%. +£1420. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Manshoa MaM (2.00); Swtoo (visored), POBsfc Warrior, 
Badt’a Pet (2-30): Requested fviMral) (6.10). ... 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Sndest (6.10) wn at Bath on Ssnndqy.' 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS (within GB): Prince Dome (230) h*s been writ 266 mfle* 
by M Wine from Mehonby, North Yorkshire. 


ROMS 

211-30 m£UU (34) (D) (BF) (T G Warol PMakn 6 1Q0 R Cucfemi 8 100 

836-44 WWIER ROMANCE (38) (W*aun AJ ttHunj E artip 4Q9 MWs2 S3 

000-36 MUSKX HOUSE (38} IWsUtagteO PQmte-ty®’ 1 4 92 ) Md 4 B 101 

301266 MMCHMQE(14)n(rwhOttFmBslW<^!KBlB | qi5B2.-~J(MMl7.102 
00632 QMCPUWmn(D)(Ke0iRIVi^DitqikJona5 91 m iVE«htoy7IQ2 

0-1445 R0IIOS(14 (DHCSttCOiasI P Cob 5 813 TfetaallOS 

4123-0 MSClS>(UWp8|inc9«MtMatiaRii«gi6osdat4812. 

00-580 HDtfTf nCRFIH £14J [AJ Achanfc) C Bnran 4 8 12- 

3-3062 SIW MMMGBt (LTSMJ (iq (M AtX>l PCUe 789 C Butter 15X03 

604)21 Wflf®(22)M(KareCitbcfhefson)P taw-5 8B Darea MoStet (3}6X07 

-00220 RaiMOl SIM (2Q011 ffwir Barter) UUsfier 585 R Street 3 1X5 


2-0030 DOCttANDS UW0 p) (D) Ms Usa Ofleyl B McMaiti 4 8 4 OMtaatllU 

100-04 CtMSi«CUOUS(3iq(D)(MsJen^HapMnE}LGQ»el7B4 M Robots 13X03 

60321 OBS*V(8H0)(DJDeefl Wl**583 Mmtta D^or (3) 10 102 

QGQ24 WTUflL RHUIY (15) (Ifl lAsh F^rmecNp) J Tofer 6 8 1 SSaMos 14X04 

44S05 IUSIQ BEV&H) (7) MsEJIMMnsi PDEnm? 7 10 IF«nlSU3 

062002 SYlY«nWCESSS8^TriKRaCT«0Co5gow4710 MBM(PS 94 

0320-1 ROtSMCUWGt(21)(CkxtenisePes5ti0RnMeB710 DnMMB 89 


2J00 


FERN HILL RATED HANDiCAPf CLASS A) 


£20fl00 added 3YD fMas lm (stroght) £124B1 

1313-3 IMIiaMIM4M(2Q(Motel^ 0BO« OTH 5 100 

515 XAFN (30] (Kmcten W MuKOuml Bri9rtuy95 DaoMMS S3 


1-625 BAXSMAEMClS)«3wdHnSlui)ASaMn05. 
304-1 6FT7OKa(U)mMn0Bb)DQieHXl92. 


126 HAMB0MNCE (USA) (99 0k Catiema Wfc) J Fenslwe 9 0_ 
322 SEUBH(32imD.M*iaiMlJD4HCMi90, 


02301 BRKVEJOBSm mffttert H SWIti) L Curert 90- 


M Roberts 4 94 
— J ReidlD 89 
-Jf MM 12X01 
JIUMll 84 
J.0*Uorf21U 


-ttdactand- 

Mntoun Tit 10A T>t» harxiesp vreigho: SH«wi Ms*® 7H 7*. RoMn Oner 7^ Qb. 

BEJUNB: UJMBd, 7-1 0n%[, Whtsr Rnai tnr e, 8-1 Draw Ploy, StsrMuagv. HMr, 124 Cn- 
spkuoto, Boo**, WUcmb*. 14-1 Idfir Ctaage, Master Beveled. 16-1 ottwts 
1998c Satnen Ladder 4 10 0 T Qunn 3-1 to IP Cole! dwm (5) 11 ran 
FORM CUBE 

ArctBd has » ran a leading coraendor after s wsrm-up run n Kampton and he was 0*d 
to W Bcuna n ihc Mewwt Cup on ms fcnef Ban last jear. Wfcrter Rh m bc», a god sodh 
la the Ybrk race, meets AnaBd 6» wner^He ran a stamar at Ytatfc last tftne and sril love 
tra&ms«Lbmhe hasatxgweJffntDdefy. Peter Gaker lias brou^t down WARRuridi his 
UtoMnghwn ussier Ren>ston View, snd Uie efltrfl to reported in the tarn of Ms Wb after a 
runaway wm at Ayr. that ms on fast pound, but Htellr deBed a monster wMps in the mud 
last year. ' Gama Ptay has bean threatening to win a&m end he has hto pound and joefc- 
ey (Pat Eddery)- Beaten a neck ty Otway on gnound faster then ha litas at Sandown. Game 
Woy can rewe tee torm wnh me pound pul. Rorntos has also won 'm u»s type of ground 
andgptsa5ib teil wnh Wafk on thBk placed efforts beMndCtanpaffie Prince In the Zet- 
land n Redcar. Thera a a doubt about Virtual Realty on the Round, but Co wpt ou nB s 
(good fourth at Epaom) and Master Bavalad can be ejected to flgura with ewidteens to 
tfrek Hdng. MmUdk WAFR 


26622 MLAMKDEGME(9)(Vl{NiaRlk:lteaig)UJctmBn812- 
312-44 MUNKAC37) BteRBrigCUilP Cote 810- 


— IWmwr7 102 
t»*bi 9 104 

1214-4 AU’METMEpqfOiaety Park Sturt DlndarSlO JMUtayl 70 

10600 IMIUIIiONIM0(B9HI3te|tienBon8SoratM8fflKy89 97 

010 IMBE0QRA(nO'Ct8}8)}PiMllUi(mi04IBBUng87 ROpcbneeS 89 

35-160 SUMMER QUEBI (35) Wadwn M) S MWd5 B 7 WRjan6 84 

-ISdeetated- 

Mntoun aetfC 8B 7ft TJjjo ftarejfcap wel^s: Sunmor Oirsan SB 3ffl. 

BEXDKGC 90 8raw Kris, SeiRlIi, 8-1 KslUia, T-l ARriea Hmo, Baked Alaska, 8-1 RaBbi^rasa, 
M XBaatte Dadre. WlTotto, 12-1 Itead4 Bto% lA-lMute Bara. 38-1 IMtaa Mate, Bura 
MrQaaaa 

1998: Dam 9 3 Pat Eddery 9-2 (H Cad) *awi (4) 9 ran 
FORM GOVE 

Brava Kite may not boat MARIE DORA who ran amt «*th a maiden at Kempusn and then 
h»W wad a Epaom m Samara’s raoa. Maria Dora wnnaw learnt flora that and sne geo 

a mee wdfja pu* wtli Baked Abate* Brare Krt» piomtsas ® act on the pound aftertee 
Nawnwket win Sum Supply And Demand, thoifln fta 10«> Hto needs » be oefied. Pim- 
ty of these look a shade suspect after the rain. Satflafa is a possfcte e«»ptton and s»w 
looted a Stde unludqr to be headed by We colt wasp Ranger ffl Goodwood. Ti» stahte won 
dw raefl last year and SeBWi runs Instead of Out West am Mm <• an WptowigMIyrtw 

art the rmte weflto land Her maiden at Salstwy U days a(p. Sl» Has a rirmce, 

with Ftarefaoymce. who shaped wil In a Listed race over a tnp a shade too ter a t Hew - 
bury. Rafinha has dona wall In soma strong handicaps but, she. along with Dawcnc wop, 
Atplna TbM and Ailantfe Dewtna, are best on fisatw Round. Seteettera MARE DORA 


[4J0 


THWIIIVRArE LIMITED STAKES (CLASS Q £1^000 added 
3YO lm (round) Penalty Vahie £6,272 

01126 SIRMHIIOKCtEARtlE) W ffood BnSter* LS® C I bwsS 1. PaMBMnyA 

22301 tetnHERMBHTpl^ (D)(Boblatam3n)RHBimi813 

310 URDEtmOtlK(28)(E60anMvea4)ndjOir^ 

064-10 MAJTOa(80(D)PnOWXtenAVtetoJrtJSoate^ 

2162 COURSMP (60) (RF) (Lad HmdDe WMion)H0adl811., 

303 RRHTMIBf48iaadQwHB}WRHemBU 

1340 SUBARFOOT(39)MsDIMf9t}NTMer811. 


Owe DIM 7 
— L Dotted 8 

RMkfl 

J_JKMhS 


1 MBH UBHT pMA) (41) M saciBby Pam 5ud) M Suuia 8 10 . 

1 SHOT COWtMiro (28) IS Pratyt Didder B10 

-9| 


— T Sprites 

JtCaetaBw2 

1 IMIS 

— PatEadwyl 


\Z30 


FKLAN HANDICAP (CLASS B) £3Ofl00 added FfVtfMH 
3YO 5f Penalty Value £34/20 

PRMcCabal 96 

noranisiar 

94 I Beld 5 91 

Aim 

.TQriHS* 92 
_ Eddwy7 88 
.WJOnCbanorlS 92 
Eddery B 88 
IMSri2X02 

*8 7 IFEBMUVWO 

■ gr - S S«d »»al9 99 

ril86__lteM 07MI12 8 88 
1TD Bam»85-T Spate U B 101 
CS«Hn82_JtfteoehB« 97 
i«9 94 

j 7 12~— JteMM Motett (S) 107 

1 7 12 .C Rutter U 99 

iDwierniS » 

EIW^PIWMIfltlMHOMqMBWail710tilM3 96 

WM88Mr7kr7M 

12-1 Date Alo- 
UMKter, 1 S -1 otters 


n the Britannia) at 
mNsmm. Second 
ki hand of Bishops 
-. But SeMna ts now 
fits run on hbr (ram 
tRltpday and, whio 

— ■ -- - _ . rknrtf bated more nar Dacn. *»«*i Court looks ban®? 

We abBty is there m the mud. ^ ^ ^ ^ 0^*. ooa» 

aer mis tori t b defr.PMMi W Mtor has shaped 

«»• ^ He' 6frotna canrvMO. w should Bathe 
rttfi Ptemy « rSnSmieteSw wm together. Rraara PwandSwliiaara 


BEITM6t 7-2 CcntiHp, Suwet ContnttB, 4-1 IM UdM, 6-1 Mp4 Wtag. 7-1 Straltenra Ctesr, 
84. Aaotter MgM, 10-1 tod Qrofink, 12-1 otbare 
1998: Sttden Rnd 3 8 10 J Md 8-1 (R JBlraan H«®iKn) down (8) 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SWEET C0NIMI.7D and Ush Ltefat ara open to test Improvement after thsir debut wins. 
Both showed they could cope trim cut In the Bound and Sweet ContraBo might just be 
prod anoutfi on the tray she battled away lo beat Geknhnuii at Haydock. Utah Light is bom 
a lonely lansty, thoufji her Bath bom hasn’t united out mo wetL Courtship to on soft voungl 
for the ftra dmo. but ha wsa beaten by a hantecappw at Ponrafran ten pme. The sound 
Is fBaefy to suit Lord EunriWr, thted in the Wood Dttton and in a scrongsr race at Doncast- 
er after hto maiden wm at Doncaster. StraOww* Clear and anprasshe Haydock winner 
Aaotber N%pt have It to pnwe on Ale changed natece, wfrtle Uaftool was o txg tfssp- 
poliitmant m a handicap at Newbury last ume. RlgM Wind a aqauably the farm horte on 
Ns lanst improved thW w subsequent Jersey wlnnef Among Men and The Mnea * Mew 
marteL S alo cH o n : SWEET OPMTRALTO 



|540l 


EBF NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) £8j000 added 2V0 ffifies 
6f Penalty Vahie £5^50 

M ffESTWIOC (17) p) (Ette Rrrcteg Old P Ccte 9 3 1»M2 


5441 DOS OF 0MCE (5Q (SUplWi Baylsad M Urads 9 L. 
VXl USAraw«E(U)|»lAPB«WGi»l»aw®ai3_ 

55 AMGBjQ|UE(39(aScinbap) MHeynesSll 

DANCMG ICM U C &m« R Hnnan 8 11 . 


.443 RRE 90C0ESS (11) (Ms W»ra Goodman) JSMotra 8 U — 
FORUM OWCk « Skid) C BHMr 8 U_ 

34 |RBHnrMAflB(22)(RJIli)l)MNDudttlBll. 

5 IMB8AIE [USA) (M) (SheMi HotamrrwS 1 GoEdenSll, 

04 MHWSMA£IC(7)(MsVHBlsHritaR0KMsy811. 

NEXT ROUND OMnLUUBdBlL 


_FNsrtoa9 

-IIMtat 

IBtM4 

JIBapweS 


LDaOorl 12 
i Day* 0)7 


SUWRESA GAM Oteprtffl VtiMto G LM 8 11 , 
-12riactewl- 


-PtelEdteyl 


BETTBIC: 94 MVate, 94 PMdotofc 11-2 Dajw Of flraoe, 134 UsA Frida, 7<1 DswetaK torn, 
8-1 IM OodteM, 10-1 MDrty Mripe. 124 otter* 

U88: NiasaAi 2 8 11 R Ml 5-1 0 Goattnl ewn (7) 9 nn 
FORM BUM 

Tws doesn't look a strong race and a chance is taten with Kan Ivory* MUM'S MAGIC, 
who shaped a tot batter Aon on her debut when tounn a the oddi-on Petwsa m BeA las 
Saturday. Mfeata a probably capable of batter after swerving at Aa start at Newmarfte 
on her debut, and t«w FritesJDnawmner Plaahnk« should hantSeAe gramd being a 
daugfler of State A market mow far one ofAenaacomerashOdd be needed, and an im- 
pmrad ran to ISuiy from Antfrikpae on this slower surface. S otocttat u MUM'S MACK 

CHURCHLL HANDICAP (CLASS D) £8flQ0 added 2m 45yds 
Penalty Value £5^36 

23 M SWTOFUQHTIfi^flheQuaen) lmifu»ngfw5912 LOritadli 


LHU 


60231 «MDa SB0IT MOfeteid Gmn fns Parthp0 M f\ri 4 9 11 DsmOIMIS 

61-608 PAtAWIWJ^lAPHtearrXiPEttteA^e^ IFntaotB 

42304 SA)gWHJgS(17)[>a*SlJwg»BBucter49«. -JstBiteylO 

34042 DSaOMFEBtaWCftBanOl— DJDBjteia 

11500 W«MP8JCT(BawwlJTlWRWiw*S0U-~ Tfl*n08 

140632 WMWWMlMWaBiy»ateaa50te4ai3 lteU9 

42-063'»BSHIYPHMII0M(U8A)(B)|B)l*9AedWW4iHpflJHD4813 MUDS 



12004 FRSKHIVr (U»(M) ffl P Hoad) FUnhy 10811. 
212310 SOQMM(2l)(tt(MGftaw}RMAowr785. 


JtCodsmlA 

-J0RMM3B 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
Ifl 

U 613622 l<lCrrW*3)nOT0UE(7)WIMgxMlflyteC>)teriBS4ndart4BS- .. .. 6 ! l to adM»2 
12 04020 nQOESIDCrU (CO) ficrii^Guadr«UAMUdw 10712 — DRMcCMalSV 
13 - 001411 suoevmniart&aabDHKmlBridngsTu mrihOqwp)! 

14 021312 W6HHW(4q(t8(Bf)(DAWa^Rhgam771i) .JQtteiil 

15 ft«il HtffflW»W(GVll««Gli3is3ri0- AHteacbW? 

IS 04000 VfJWMCAFItANCO{17)(BF)£GHiy Bcy»lRhgasi4 7 10- — NM»4 

IT 00035 BMNE*W6(2R(KCWBtifiHam6T. lfl — JRratomifi 

-17 dodarad- 

MMnun ndpc tif 104. Dm handfcap m^ks qgnr Man W aft vwmfca Rmeo 7x a, Ghtfel 

Mtomas. 

gCTIWS: 7-2 W WM, 9-2 SaanH Scott. 7-1 htatttila* Mystk^M Beta, Rrate fry, Sod- 
est, 10-1 Olcpi Iteatt, 12*1 otters 
199ft Bflto4 84 TQuenM jt«w (R AtoMiM dnw (9 Una 
RHW6UDE 

Vfl the we©Tt «mnl Seort. who stayed on too writ lor Amt HarakcD OtAftpato 
Sea Freedom and Nanton Pt*a « HaydoeW The first Aw im year do bettfe agon with 
Ae Arse-tongm wmner B eteM inw 716 worse with ftequested (second) and 4a worse 
teAPranchHoiy. BotofflrBteii thW ground oierhurdtes and nttmarti Isa pound tower 6>- 
day. but RIGHT MAN lotte the answer afih Casarawteh vwnmne Jcdey Itoyston ftendi 
taking pfT SB). On 8 hat-ttWK after WlndWWd NottflghflA, R«rt Men acts bi soft ground 
and Ms to take Aa braUngwtA such a feather wrigi*. Surieet is atoo on a Nfli, though 
tel ww Writ heuty Ms« m-me stfl R’Mwtor. The found b&wpnyfer Serene, 

but do not rulaout SftritOf Ugteat AianrivMP . Sekrctton: RHSHT MAN 


HYPERION 

2AS RMnefteld Beauty 2.45 Silent Miracle 
3-15 Dir ah 3.45 Native Rhytlun 4J5 Super- 
pride 4^50 Westminster 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Straight course - stands side; round comae - Inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Left-hand gaDoptug course. 

■ Courae to E of (own on A768. Stanon 1 m. ADMISSION: dab 
S12; Grandst and 57 (Students to QAPs 54>. CAR PARK: Fne. 
HUNKERED FIRST miE: Fonrir (risored). Ctatrt Apia (t. 50J. 
WINNERS IN LAST 6EVEN DAXS: Levelled (245) won W Briebum 
OnTIxsiby; Ifister Westsoand (4. 1 5j a-on Hi HamQion on ftirfaj; 
VlnragB Ta toAn g gi (4J60> won at Market KteCT op Monriag. 
LONG-D1SEANCE EONNBBSb Greatest (4.15) 4 Tec A^dn (4 JO) 
have been sm 406 Dries byMwGKe&ew^y Bom Wnutwibe. Dorsa. 


ROMAN WARRIOR SHIELD MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added 7f 

05- RZZy B07 (1280) P UoriBMl 4 9 7 J>fteaey(3)6 

00 IAKEAnAtl2)U8Atta#lon4 92 lMMbMfS)2 

BAUARIRAEB0VRMcKelBr3B12 G MTMd 7 


0 BHWESSMR(«l)HEinDh3ai2 LOUMckl 

202-56 0CXES (43) M Tom(AnS 3 8 12 DrieGBlMaB 

66-504 DUHDH. (0) 0 IBs 3 8 7 OMMUI4 

6303 lilBMlVf UQ (RF) J Gosdvi 3 8 7 9IU3 

2- MmEIHnMI(nQmPQiinertpn387JIHNla(3|5 


-Bdectorad 

BErnNft *4 Uterary, 7-4 Dradei, M Rathe Rbyttm, 8-1 deter. 33-1 


ARRAN HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^125 


added 7f 


[235 


SEAF1ELD NOVICE AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 5f 

1 051 PREHUM PtBSUI (10 RUiey94 -Atiriawl 

2 3411 8UrGRMB(iqmTDB3BanBl2Jteb«tayRart{7)3 

3 2512 WHnS UKXf (1^ lD)JBenyB7 PFiWtey®* 

4 BMRBBIO JJ0Ne885 fiDofltoklS 

5 ‘4 RHWEJB0 BEAUTY (51) J Gorie S 0 TV«aais2 

-BdadHed- 

BETIMfc 7-4 Baby ftand, 94 Maay* tacky, 4-1 PteohM PsraMt, M 
RMteWd OaaatK M3 BaaaMto 


041120 8REI0ESrp7)nm&yKGlnay6912Jllln8Mn8B 

00402 SntTDTORft (23) (CD) (BF) fl Ite 4 9 9 OMteadT 

00002 Smm9C(3U(GD)MiMRMlEy593— JtCkdmoel 
224300 imraHM&nXE[Q)ftl9ABMBy492JtorainnH(Q9 
322340 DEDam(0JJ0'NBBS9O 80 b«MI12 


00040 MUPBIR0CXS(3niHWlHn48l3 FFtowey (3) 4 

632500 BD3KNSDK5BQCXEI(18)nRF«vy689--6flMll 

8 000041 IHBIBI«ESISOIMDn(QUsBUftnaU5 8 2 ( 60 i) 

N Remedy 13 B 

9 000032 PIER91BE1RKX (13] (0) E less 68 1 Un71nkler2 

10 00003 SUB»R0aJGcfete7 713 JCttedM (G) 10 

11 30040 1ERM0II (19) Mk L ferfll 4 712 JiCtofiriaE 

12 000-10 IBSS RGAUE (211 88 Ms L ftrrat 6 7 1L_L Cbamoefc 3 

13 -05000 SHETCSBU((19)p)MHeBgif9s4 7lO_Dato(M>Gm8 

- 13 (factored - 

bWraim m(pc 9 sl Sue bantfeap we^ic S«ef Comb 7st 96. 
BETTWC: M sueoywk, S-lSoperprida. 8-1 Wrier UMnrad. Wea 


W*, 9-1 GNteest, 10-1 Dtebriton. Saadara, IM otters 


245 


GOLF EVENTS HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£7,500 added 3YO 5f 

DHoBrariS 

— 0M8aH4 
— RCtMamB 


33-41 RJRNMH (14) (D) B MV 9 1 

0-1003 WGHTFUBHTdlJJJO'NBaBU. 
332160 SBDfT lOtRCLE (7) U Sell 8 10. 


4351 


01031 IEmianmUQamn81Di7B«— PPHteftym 

203-10 lvnTN0IMW(U}(qJBlBy87 TE0wnari(5)8 

30340- IUR7ME(Z73) A Bafey84 loaaWtedi(6)2 


-Sdadsrad- 

KniHft 84 IMA, 4-1 NWri 9-2 Steiri Made, M. UwMad, 

7-1 MRjr Itemm. 14-1 Marik* 


ais 


ISiBIT CALEDONIAN RATED HAIWCAP 
(CLASS o £3JQj000 added lm 7f 

-36414 HUB (36) T D Baron 4 10 0. ACtermdk4 

50034 SBCRErSBIWCE(ZftCItaraan59 9 
33-213 PSCY ISLE (35) U Stoue 394 


60414- GOWmilUEIIlia) (115)1 tiMe 4 93- 

24-331 N QUBH0N (12) B Hfe 3 9 3 

-5l 


5 

ODuflHfl 
MAM (S3 
X> Attend 2 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
U 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


DOONFPOT HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^500 
added Jm3f 

32032 WESIHirsiER (5) MToenphra5100 J>Ctete(7)«V 

364630 raRZANM JJ07M5 94 Dm Mritawn 7 V 


118142 VET A6AW (10) (D) Gaj Keleway 5 9 1 RkUr«{5)lI) 

001/16 8U«PG«a.pO)PqiMAMM(win688JBmriM<S15 

50024 SN0WrMMn£(25)jaatel487 TWWame 

845623 UCBlQCUOtWREBKfll) Ehc£a686 — AnlUHarB 

064148 PIUEMMMCMtust4S4 MKmtelB 

020IQ- TmnCSRMNJCE(Ka8)lQBUe9a3— ABktey (T)U. 

0000 VtnMEIUTTMS&(17}JG(*lB560 PFMwiyPJM 

00600 SHMMM (4ft F Mason 5 7 12 Neatedqr Nrit (7) 3 

60000 0MN5ON WMOUR (284) Mas L fata 3 7 1LJI CriMa 2 

04000 EWYJHyNE(3Q}MsURneley3 710 temUtoaiklftl 

40560 BRtnpa)LUiie>871D Bdeanan# 

(50050 RRPB MOVffi (10) (ft D Nnhn 10 710 — K Shed 5) 12 B 

550644 CAROL AQNN (8) ft) N BjDUt5 7 10 ACtenoASB 

-00000 BOUr(2ftRUcKetar3710 IMeWiy[7)13 


BEnMft 04 to Qaaftta, 01 Percy aria, 01 Sacral Seteca, 01 Dtab, 
1018o mitt Ha WM 


-16 teetered - 

4Wmum wa^ie 9st True tmOcsfi m Ms Enriy-J^ne 7sr 9D. ftur » 
9b Rsfto oner 7a Bb, Caml t&ln To 7b. Bout 7a 4ti 
BETTWC: 2-1 Yet Arpte-U- 2 SBver Peart, 01 £mNrr Haute, 13-2 Wast- 
tenriwv 101 MrttejcocMy RMta, 101 (teri Aftte, M-l riten 


HYPERION 

ZJLO Kass AJhawa 2 AO Lady So Bold 5L10 
Nawajl 3.40 Bay Of Islands ASS Muhtafel 
4.45 Archello 5JL5 Dee Pee Tee Cee 


GOING: Good, Good u> Firm la places. 

STALLS: Straight - a&uide site, lm flf- centre, rest - fnrite. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Iran 61 to lm. 

■ Left-hand, tight courae, wfth a one nfle BoalghL 

■ Clouoo to aa , A108r-(nlimwAedfrnn AOS). Redcar sUUonlXter- 
ttoRUHi - SaUnm line) 300yd. ADMISSION: Oub 612; Paddock 
58 (OAP8 S3X0); Courae &L50 (OAPailXSS). CAR PARK: IVee. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Forest Rotdn (rtsored) (2.1(1); Un- 
wening (vteored), Plate D'Or, Sytna Oood (2.40); Nftht ML 
race (TI-4IIJ: Wagga Mm* (riaaml), Marytteewe (4.45). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVKN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Cl a a a te line [3.10). Be* Harri- 
er (3.40) A MtetafU (4.16) base been tan 310 mBcs by J Dnn- 
lop from ArewH W Sussex; Greeabmok (2.40) aau 306 rafles by 
WG HTumr from Conon Denham, SomemeL 


B 0006 CLASfiC UC (40) J Owitop 3 9 0 ACtearS 

9 00203 fflGW*lORZ2(2ftCTC^»nu«5fil0 — ICamNlO 

30 1DCOI3 SUMB»ft)mMaUIMey6B9 JFnwtegl 

11 00500 (MSNMCimWBI(lftPrt)DE4 89 JU deny (ft 2 B 

12 «3556 NNMUI(2ftWMuir4B7 _Seplte Utteel « 

13 54)552 CHM8YC8US4DBI(21} M*URariey686-SO0|(i898B 

14 60256 JUMORBEN{Z7)USoaeray564 C Lsatter (7) 13 

15 O3Q05 CYMC8AKCYRAM0 (S) N OtumtlBEn 8 8 4 JMVntoya 

_ ^5 dodaffltf — 

801818: 01 Katomara, 4-1 Sam Of Sprite. M SmM Bar.anrityCra- 
sadir, 01 Ctonfc tine, 201 MaaManaraOrttasrPrlaca, 12-1 attea 


o \AUX GOLD TANKARD HANDICAP (CLASS 

r-TrJ Q flSfiOO added lm 2f 

30-zs Miy n u BU Mi fw motoBfcteMHaeiByeiofl-jscBraWfl 

10551 BST Of ISUMDS £17) (O) D Wore 59’ H0ay2 

2-4003 SMBMOOt CHMBftT (7) T Eteedy 6 9 5 1 Carrol 5 

50184 MH HNBKH (22) J DiBfep 3 9 3 GCartarl 

02222 OnSIILOOU>(2ft(BftM5aUB3 92 MHeny(ft4 

423150 IB0UBV(7)(qniLE|R4gi Htmgm* 

-12040 B8>8BPftKBuoae4B12 ft Swaaoay ft 7 

216042 BMOBOKBOT [7)4JBMs 48 1 DteftptS 


IFtentog8B 


2J.0 


tfAND TO ROUF* LADY AMATEURS MAJD- 
EN IfGAP (CLASS G) £2^75 added In 

030006 fDffiSrR0HN(lftmWlJR»Bdea4U7 

Mto* r p — P9 w 

00D463 IH8MD (ft T D Bnren 4 11 1 tetea M Kmabaa («) 2 

086 S M MC WP (14) P CBte 3 10 13. tteSHtfMfflS 

003443 MSSMMm(12)D0iipmgn4 U 9^.— Mtea RCterfclfl 
00000 W3tWOMKNP^teHVrlOTi410SJteiUaMbmB 
000 >0W(W1HEMroanSKeQ^410llJlsDK«teiMl9 


02236 HRHT HRABE PftUjQfcreJon 3 8 0 

BEnite IMCqteri 8eM,02SHriemrChHria W 01Bay OfMhtek, 
11^ Bwobn B« 102 Hm Hantas, 01 Bte teteaadK M0rt Mtege, 

14-1 


TOP M DC MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4*900 added lm 

0flGMBtf497 ACtefc8 

■V HMttey 4 


5 

6 

7 002000 JHKMSUH<MUCftvran4gi^^ 

8 20530 eOUBHSH(M8QEN»n5B8 — teCWaafti 

9 00032 CUIH1 HUL IM> (1ft J II Bodte) 6 9 4J8ra A IteaM (ft 4 

ID 640TO- ttSSAUCE£69)CSmen392 kks H Htmte (ft 5 

11 06000 WIBgP H Iff{ft aitaiay8 90 tealBotey3B 

MHmum HftghC 9a. 7rua hartPap wftftc Uvapt Fott Bst 4b. 
BEnmS0aytte)Mlte,7^FMtRDlte.T«ted,02KaMJIlM. 
81 Swing Wart. AMen Ste, 201 tetefld tat, 201 oftan 


502 MIIESQUE(lftGWiqB4 97 

00 mUGM.(2ftBUtei949 7 

0 MUCH flugnr (ft M toman 4 0 7 DM%M3 

50 QlUBtr DE5SE (ft U Braran 4 9 7 DMam«i(7)6 

50 SMI (ft J Omten 5 9 7 ICrinrill 

2 MtMWB.(2ftJDuri0p3Bll — G Cater 7 

MroraBO«US«UB3811 FliwcblO 

06 GriHSMIGORJOS 05 ) SH»mb 38G NaxBtnMl 

HMURCBK8tei3B6 Him 9 

00 WI«aMWBB Wiy38 6 B Partdn{E) 2 

BETIMBi 08 MriteM, 04 IWriacqaa, 01 Swat lortriw, 201 Saba, 
Haaftb* 301 allure 


1^! 


1600 

4344 

00 

003 

00 

0 

4 

00 

0035 

020 


‘BOTTLE AND A HALF SELUNG STAKES 
(CLASS o £2375 added 2«>7f 

IUSHn(l(21)ll«EMaifti812 GMfc0)5B 

C4PKM BUSS PftNMdar 811 Ft)Kh9l 

EUDBBtfft WlUIttanSll MDft7 




RATING RELATED MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 6f 


(UittGMTumvBU — D tommy (6)3 

KWWRHBtdft M»EzWt)f 811 Tliate4 

HNDtHE m (2ft Ms U B 6^-S Onfta (9 10 

UOTSOBOUMsLS&MsSO DMgtS 

UStWPdDI&CHtySB JCterill 


00002 CUSSKlHD0l(ftlCBn*bel4B7_ 
30-226 UWfiaOfCpftJBonyastL 


JtMcaSV 
-G Carter 3 B 


JCIWbci2V 

titCtetnrBB 


BEmiftM 
Captain Bta, 
iUten 

ra 


LMEIS0MB (31) G OUftd 8 6 

snmNOMBMCIWuH86. 
IWHMOMBtEunrtlT) WOornnSfi A CM U 

-Utetend- 

Ou Mn m k, 7-2 tret tte. MTte Hwabte Lady. 11-2 
W FM Dftr, Hajhaaer, IM EBMter, ^Ina CM, 


623057 W00HTHEBBtW£(ft DStmti390 CIMItermi 

50-300 W0BA MOON (47) J J Otral 390 ICtenISV 

03322 MCtClD(lftfBOG(M^d381L. GPMtani 

40034 HeHaHTSWrtlSmReiJea3BlL_J>BtoaftMl2 
- Bdectorad - 

BEnMft 74 AKMOa, M Ul*(0rt Shift, 01 Tw 0a The Mfe M 

Marjtebaa*, 01 Cteaelc loader, 101 Vtafta Moon 


[535 


1 flgwq 

2 01010 

3 003X0 

4 130111 

5 -40056 

fi 426C84 
7 53220 


TEES COMPONBiTS HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,300 added lmSf 

MlMfOMI Pfe R 0l*as5 100 ACteklSB 

C0TIMEPmCE(U)(ftJjQiMA48g_ Uom7 

SUNOFSftNS WAN DOmran 798-SRatti (ft U 

MUIUanmJfitMr596 (Daf* 

M»«quMBl(ftuaftinm496.MtetetopUv(n< 

MKMCBBreogttDBMwfsaa.. 

OSIMHIUNIS9ftnmiricr792 Ohmfftll 


IDNGW HANDICAP (CLASS q £4,025 
added 3YDlm If . 

5-1003 naOMCWMEClftXlte07 ^IHaiiqr (ft 7 

050614 MABSHHN0G0U{ftJHe<rwrnn92~JtaayBenfoa[T)4 
006 WULTOASteatBU ICterilB 


04010 CORAL SUM) dftJfrCfietid 89. 
04103 PaUMZE{3ftTDBnm86L 


5 Farida (5)E 
aCbrtarS 


&00W 0SPffIECEE(ftrauwe«eit)y85 TLacal 

060 MMe>gM MMiCECg)fctotwT13- OWM88 

000 K.WKtofaaift JchnBeay7 ifl -..n wreyg 

-Briadarad- 

Mrwun we&& 9 a Tnje terricap ws^nt S PWpe Ts 7S6. 

BEnWO: 7-4 Rmitora Ctnw*, 7-2 Matte khritnid, Dae Ptelaa Cm, 

02 Fotartea, 01 Htel, 124 Coral htoad, 201 MtetoWRoaiaoeia, 33-1 



Ascot -230 


Hne 

c 

H 

L 

T 

betel 

6) 

7-1 

74 

11-7 

TOtarBrerew 

61 

7-1 

7-1 

7-4 

CM nor 

84 

61 

7-1 

84 

Peer . 

71 

71 

61 

7-1 

btere 

101 

11 

01 

61 

Kate 

134 

41 

41 

61 

Cnreiuinta 

U-l 

IM 

9-1 

131 

ftretac 

U-l 131 

13-1 

12-1 

Mane 

U-l 12-1 

101 

U-I 

Htoy Plate 




Uatraflntel 

161 161 

234 

1*1 

B— rite 

231 231 

731 

161 

IfaUHu 

161 231 

231 

22-1 

WturiReoBy 

201 201 

?01 

254 


361 

261 

?V1 

TM 

nterelteicera 

261 261 

zv-i 

334 

HHntoaRBh 

501 G61 

SV1 

861 

BriteCtaw 

Ainu 

it 

A 

it 


EateffaqBBrteaazitocBl.2.3,4 
C-QnlH -«aam W,L-latotoa,T-ftB 


RESULTS 


ROYAL ASCOT 

1L30: 1. ASFURAH (R HBs> 7-1; 2. Cor- 
taeby Cssbe 11-2 tsv, 3. Aurttny 40 L 14 
no. Me. IV*. (Saeed ton Smoot. fewnartoeU. 
Tote: £7 OO; £3.20. £2.00. £13-60. DF: 
£26-30. CSF: £35.73. Tna £3®-70. NR: 
Bturiiing Vcuna. 

3JKS X. PREDAPPIO (G Snonti 01: 2. 
PtaudsU 2-1 Imr. 3. WHtaanilBr Mtolr 12-L 
10 raa. </,. 2rtu (Saeed tan Suroor, New- 
rnartiea Tote: SSJ3D: £2.10. £1.50. £2.60. 
DF: £5.00. CSF; £1656 Trio; £25.90. 

3w4S: 1. SEUtURSTPARK FLYER IP 
Roberta 25-1; Z DmstiBre 7-1 far; 3. BoHn 
Joama 12-1; 4* Oggl 101. 30 ren. Hd. 1. 
(J Berry, Cockerham), Tote £31.90: £6.00. 
£3.10. £2.90. £L80. DF: £31330. CSF: 
£14a<B. Tnrasc £2077.72. Ttex £943^0. 

420: 1, DONT WORRY ME (0 Pesfer) 
331: 2. 1TIM UMus 7-1 co- bv: 3. How 
Gotf ttoao 7-lco fav. IRrwa. 7-1 cobar Al- 
may. Nk, L. (6 Henrat, France). Tote: 
£2100: £5.10. £2^0. £1.70. DF: £38.70. 
CSF: £218.60. Tha £5020. 

4asi 1. KMSR8WR MU. (PM Eddery) 
94 tec 2. flteo Sky 9-2: 3. Musical Dancer 
13-2. 5 ran. 8, 1V=. (Mrs 1 Oacft Neaanar- 
Kat). Totes CL50: CL40. £2.40. DF: £600. 
CSF: £11.05. NR: Shftffl. 

5-30: 1. CANON CAN IK Faflon) 6-1; 2. 
OM Rowel 13-2: 3. Dereydan 11 2 r? fav. 
13 ran. 11-2/1 fav Bahaman Suns/nne. NK, 
27. (h Oacd, Ntewnartay. Me £940; £3.70. 
£280, £2.60. DF: £4360. CSF: £5109. Tree 
£8400. NR: F1ekfnt(gB. After a stewards' ir>- 
quvy, ptacaiffi unshared. 

Jatepob Not twn. taol of £242^83.62 ear- 
ned forward to Ascot nx lay. 

Ptocopot £ 21 2.60. Quadpot £4750. 
Ptaee «; £94.30. Ptaoa S: £38^4. 

AYR 

2J0: 1. RUNMNQ GREEN (T SridM) 7-2 
bar, a. Mlatrton City 01; 3. SrewtahM 6-1. 
12 ran. Hd. 1-fr. ID Moffett. CanmeO- Tote 
£4.10; £1-30, £4.10, £2.40 DF: £22-30. 
CSP £30.32. Tncasc £167^2. Tna £24.80. 

2^5: 1. NX SI PROVENCE (J Weaveri 
3-1 Co toe 2- Pita Star 01 CO lav: 3. Fun- 
dance 4-1. 8 ran. 31 co lav Que Ma«er 
(5thl. 3Vi, VI*. (M iohiTSion. MWdtenami. 
Tote £220: £3-50, £L60, CL30 DR iASD. 
CSF: £9J7, 

020:1. SQUK E COR R EIA CiriBne) 64 
fgv. 2. That Man Apiin 7-1; 3. RScb Gkw 
8-1. Biml l.hd lDChaomarv.Y0rid.Tot8: 
£2J0; £L20, £220. £100. OF: £8.80. CSF: 
£9.42. Tncasc £4702. TOk £3050. After 
a stewards' tnqiaiy, Gamoch Valey end Jo- 
hoyro who finished fourth 8 fifth respecovety 
had ther ptarinjp ravened. 

&5& 1. WmSOME GEORGE IN hennecM 
B-U 2. HoftaB 01; 3. lakeland Pride 01. 

6 ran. 1-2 tw Love Academy (4th). S.tet-hd. 
(C Ftorfurst, Mlddteham). Tote: £6.40; 
£2.40. £2J0. DR £16.00. CSF: £28-41. 

430:1. CAN CAN LADY UMbaeri 10030: 

- Z.StooaFlowcrll-l:3.tla rDn laa3-L6 ran. 
7-« BvMneraMs BW. 2 & (M JDhnanrt. Mto- 
dehamL Tote: £430: £220. £2.60. DF: 
£1690. CSF; £3096. 

505:1. L8DGBWRYUNE lACUhane) 02 
tar. 2. Whmaftneo 3- U 3. InrBfto Dawn 0L 

7 ran. 3. 2. (Mrs M Revriey. SattbumL Tote: 
£390; £2901 £190 DF: £820. CSF. £893. 
Place**: £7720. Qanftpot: £1890 
Mae* B: £91.76. Ptaca B: £4676. 

REDCAR 

220 : x. OIMSNE (P HoomftaeO 12-1; 2. 
Dan g tew a n 10-1; 3. Borawrri Route 11-4. 

9 ran. 6-4 Ew Cumbrian Cadet (4tni. 5. Y- 
(R Guest). TWo: £990; £2.20, £390. 
£190. DR £10180. CSR £11497. TnCr Not 
won. 

295c X. ZOMBA iDeen McKbomh) 9-4 ji 
taw 2. My MMto 10030; 3. Gueaatfaiatioo 
9-4 jt ter. 8 ran. 5. 6. (C Thorrten). Tote; 
£3-20; £110, CL2a £110. DF: £4 2a CSR 
£1090. 

390: 1 MAKE (M Deatefl 4-1 lav; 2. 
Stone Expraa 14-1; 3. Boa Hatott tony 132. 

10 ran. 1‘fr.i. (MisVAconleyt. Tone £3.60: 
£150, £390, £2-60. DF: £3190 CSF: 
£60.04. Incase £34396. Trio: £29.00. 

4^5: 1_ SWUT U Tate) 7-1, 2. Pwvdon 

Pond 02; 3. Rock bland Um 11-4 (w. 10 
ran. 2. nk. (M PtUgfeSBI. Tote: £1490; £490 
£160, £140. DR £3890 CSF: £3891 Tn- 
casE £10596. Thoc £4890 Wb Man Btave. 

490:1. MBNA STAR 0 Carol) 5-1 2. 
Saa Gtamon* Melo^r 6-1; 3. Stonad hnao- 

ntota 201 Bran. 5-6 lav Aa«3 (fthj.ll, 
’h. U Goadeh). Tote: £330; £390, £320. 
DR £890 CSR £2894. MtAmatena ( 12 - 1 ) 
wdtteaam not under ardere Rub 4 SppOes 
S8l bras, deduction 5|9 In the pound. 

595: 1 GEE BEE BOY (0 Wtfgs) 11-4 
fev, Z Pblnte Hna 7-1; 3. Quest For Bote 
4-1 8 ran. 4, V*. (A Jams). Tote: £3.60: 
£2.00, £2.40, £2.30 DR £1390. CSR 
£2453. 

Pfe*wpot £102.70. Quadpot: Floury 
Ptacoe: £10157. Ptaca 5: £2596. 
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Henman, Rusedski forced indoors tough schedule 



Tennis 

GUV HODGSON 
reports from Nottingham 


The Nottin gham Open would 
be lucky to attract a player of 
the slightest note if it did not 
provide competition on grass a 
week before Wimbledon. So 
what happened yesterday? The 
quarter-finals were forced in- 
doors because of the rain. 

That might not be on the same 
scale as deciding the second 
Test ai the Lord's Indoor Crick- 
et School but h was hardly ide- 
. aL Henman and Rusedski kept 
alive the hopes of an all-British 
final far the first time in the Open 

Stolteaberg 6-3, 7-6, Whether 
they are damaging their Wim- 
bledon hopes in the process is 
open to question. Both made 
light of it, but with the Champi- 
onships due to start on Monday 
fatigue could be a problem. 

Tlie weather and the organ- 
isers' need to get matches played 
conspired yesterday to create an 
eerie atmosphere. The paying 
public, who were refunded for 
the lack of action, were not al- 
lowed indoors for security rea- 
sons and had to watch through 
a window 50 yards away. 

The players arrived on court 
accompanied only by the sounds 
of knives and forks being used 
in the canteen neat door and the 
beating of rain on the hanger-like 
roof. “The crowd went wild," 
Henman said sardonically as be 
passed the umpire's chair. 

“It was one of the quietest 
starts toaset I've had in pry pro- 
fessional career," be said later. 
“It was easy to concentrate be- 
cause there was nothing else go- 
ing on. When there are 3.000 
people round the court, there’s 
plenty of distractions." In fact the 
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J OHN ROBERTS 

reports ftom Eastboume !« *< «•*■». 
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h__ 4045 in the third 
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She played 
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the Czech Republic, was se*v- notg cuff? He was here 




Agassi joins exodus 

... . A^iian French and Rais 


Rear window: Fans stand outside the Nottingham lennis Centre hi the rain to view Tim Henmajtfs indoor victory yesterday 


crowd, excluding media, number- 
ed precisely two - Wendy, 
Stafford’s wife, and a compamon. 

Henman, settled overnight 
on one set all looked likely to 
be outgunned when he lost his 
serve in the sixth game and was 
facing match point at 4-5. 
Stafford squandered that chance 
with a double-fault, however, and 
then three more when he took 
a 6-3 lead in the tie-break. Hen- 


man, who improved on his 
patchy performances of the 
week, won five points in a row 
to triumph 3-6, 6-3, 7-6. 

“The quality of play from 
both of us was excellent so to 
come through a single set in a 


pressurised situation was very 
good," the British No 1 said. “1 


didn't expect to be playing in- 
doors on cement, that’s for 
sure, but it’s more matches and 


that’s something I said I need- 
ed before this week. To come 
through my last two matches 7-6 
in the final set is very satisfying. 
It shows I'm fighting hard" 
Rusedski had an easier time 
of things, breaking Stoltenberg 
in the first game of the match 
and then taking the second-set 
tie-break 7-4. “I'm getting more 
consistent,” he said. “I'm not 
playing so many loose points." 


When prattle is better than play 


For years, it has been the habit 
of Test Match Special to go on 
talking about anything and 
everything when rain or bad 


everything when rain or bad 
light prevents any cricket, so 
much so that it has become one 
of the traditions of fee pro- 
gramme. 

For new and nervous com- 
mentators, the prospect of dy- 
ing to fill in can prove daunting, 
especially when sitting behind 
you in the back of the box was 
that champion of ail filler- 
inners, Brian Johnston. 

He did it so easily, it was im- 
possible not to feel that one was 
laboured and contrived in com- 
parison. 

Having said that, the pro- 
gramme's considerable post- 
bag contains a fair number of 
letters saying how much listen- 
ers love "the idle chatter and 
some go so far as to say how 
much better it is than when the 
cricket is being played Which 


may mean the cricket isn't done 
very well! 

Like most things in the pro- 
gramme, the chatter during 
rainbreaks, far from being part 
of a grand design, was some- 
thing which just happened. The 
commentary box then acquired 
a taste for it, which mercifully 
was picked up by many of the 
listeners. 

For many years when rain 
stopped play, the commentators 
used to go through the details 
of fee day so far before hand- 
ing listeners back to fee studio. 
They would not then be re- 
turned to fee ground until play 
was just about to restart 

This sequence ended during 
fee Lord’s Ifest against the West 
Indies in 1976. Very light rain 
was falling which looked as if it 
would stop at any moment and 
there did not seem any point in 
going back to the studio for they 
were bound to hand listeners 


Henry Blofeld 

on the rainy-day 
appeal of radio's 
Test Match Special 


back again to Lord’s in a mat- 
ter of moments. 

As it happened, fee light rain 
obstinately refused to stop and 
those around the microphones 
kept prattling on to general en- 
joyment. This led, the next 
morning, to one of the great 
pieces of name-dropping in the 
history of even TMS. Johnston 
came into the box and cheerfully 
announced; “My friends at fee 
Palace told me that fee Duke of 
Edinburgh rather enjoyed him- 
self listening to us during fee 
ram." So one could almost say 
feat the prattling continued by 
royal command. 

One commentator who took 
a little bit of convincing of fee 


virtue of carrying on during 
breaks for rain was John Ariott. 
When it rained, he was always 
quick to hand over the micro- 
phone to a colleague and go and 
sit in the bade of fee box. 

Then, as fee chatter pro- 
gressed, a subject would come 
up which would interest him and 
it would not be long before he 
was itching to get back to the 
mike. 

A great many of the things 
talked about were, to say the 
least, curious, but in general 
they have fitted in with fee cen- 
tral idea that TMS is a group of 
friends who go to fee cricket to 
enjoy themselves and fee audi- 
ence are simply eavesdropping. 

There was one splendid oc- 
casion during rain when John- 
ston and Trevor Bailey were 
talking about mothers who had 
helped teach their sons to play 
cricket They spoke about Fen- 
ny Cowdrey, who had bowled to 


Healy extends two hands of sportsmanship 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 


reports from Lord’s 


It could so easily have been 14 
for 4. And perhaps if it had oot 
been for a timely pre-play appeal 
for sportsmanship by MCCsec- 
retaiy Roger Knig ht, then Eng- 
land's Graham Thorpe could 
well have been back in the 
dressing room in the Second Test 
against Australia by 1134am 
having faced just one ball 
In fact Knight's brief speech 
was directed at the crowd. But 
judging by the way Australia’s 


fiercely competitive wicket- 
keeper Ian Healy reacted after 
fee first delivery of Glenn Mc- 
Grath's seventh over, fee mes- 
sage appeared to have been 
taken on board by both teams as 
weD. It certainly drew a burst of 
applause from umpire David 
Shepherd MBE 
Knight made his unprece- 
dented speech 10 minutes be- 
fore fee start of play. “I would 
like to ask for your support in 
preserving the’ traditional at- 
mosphere of sportsmanship at 
this ground," Knight bad said, 
“and to give enthusiastic sup- 


port to your team and to ac- 
knowledge good play on both 
sides.” 

When Thorpe edged feat 
first ball which a diving Healy 
appeared to catch cleanly be- 
fore rolling over, some of the 
Australian slips went up for fee 
catch. Healvs immediate re- 
action was to run towards um- 


pire Shepherd, who was 
making his way to his col- 
league Srini Venkataraghavan 
at square-leg to see if fee ball 
had carried. 

“Anyone who sees that on 
television will see how close it 


was,” Shepherd said later. “You 
needed a slow-itiouoo replay to 
sort It out My own instincts 
were that it wasn't quite right, 
so I went over to Yfenkat to con- 
firm feat. 

“Before he could teD me any- 
thing Healy had run over and 
said: ‘Shep, several of fee boys 
think I caught that, fm not so 
sure myself.' In other words, he 
was not claiming iL I thanked 
him. “He then asked me: ‘So 
what are you going to give then 
Shep?' I looked at him and said: 
‘Not out’. It was fee right thing 
for Healy to do. That is what 


Kent rocked 
by Betts 

Round-up 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assn ranee 
County Championship 

Thka day of four, 11.0 today 


Melvyn Betts shone on anoth- 
er day of wash-outs in the Coun- 
ty Championship, a career-best 
performance helping bow] Kent 
out for 167 as Durham secured 
a first -innings lead of 84 on a dif- 
ficult track at Darlington. 

The 12-vear-old picked up 
five wickets for four runs in 28 
deliveries, including three in one 
over, to finish with 7 for 29 off 
lb overs. But Kem hit back to set 
up a potentially thrilling finish. 

Matthew Fleming, who took 
5 far 55 in Durham's first innings, 
produced another fine spell to 
pick up four wickets as Durham 
struggled to 144 for 7 in feeirsec- 
ond innings, a lead of 22S. 

At Liverpool, fee downpours 
feat washed out the entire sec- 
ond day between Lancashire 
and Glamorgan continued and 
it was a similar story at Bristol 
for the game between Glouces- 
tershire and Middlesex. New 
Road for Worcestershire's en- 
counter wife Surrey, and Bath 
where Somerset were enter- 
taining Leicestershire. 

At Northampton fee hosts 
were precariously placed on 40 
for 2 in reply to Hampshire’s 
first-innings 404 for S declared 
when fee proceedings came to 
a halt just before lunch. 


Derbyshire v Sussex 

DERBY: Derby*!*® (4ptsJ. wttS om drat 
innings wtafast tftandbtg. lead Sussex 0} 
tV 33 runs. 

Sussex won toss 

SUSSEX - First Innings 200 tor 9 dec. 
DERBVSWRE- First tanin©s 
rOvenugrc 209 tor 8 ) 

V P Oartie mx out 65 

P AkJred c Moores o urn tay 0 

A 1 Hams not out ... _.7 

extras (M. to 13. w2. nbl6) .35 

Total (tor 9, 59.1 ware) 233 

FOB IcooO: 9-209. 

Beninft Drakes 22 - 6 - 55 -J: Ktntey 20 . 1 - 4 - 96 - 
4 ; Room-son U- 3 -U- 1 ; K Nmrefl 6 - 1 - 22 - 0 . 
Umpire: A Cartoon and T E Jesty. 


FML 1-4. 2-52, 3-65, 4-66. 5-66. 6-76. 7- 
77. 8-169. 

To bat A Waiter. 

Bowftng: McCague 9-1-3S-0; Headey 11-1- 
27-1; Ptinps 6-1-21-1; Ftetnrw 19-5-34-4; 
Strang 24-11-45-2: Uong 4-2-44>. 
Umpires: B Laadteattr and A G T iWrtahead. 


Glamorgan v Lancashire 
LIVERPOOL: No ptey yesterday or Tbnrs- 
day. 

GLAMORGAN - First innings 173 tar 1 (S 
P James 99no>. 


Durham v Kent 

DAHUNGTWt thaham (B** 3 X w«ti two sec- 
owMnnings rackets Standing, toad Kent 
( 4 ) by 2 S 7 inns. 

Durham wen joss 

DURHAM - First mrtngs 2 R 1 u J B teste 

158 n« MV Rems* 5 - 55 ). 

KENT - Fin* borings 
(Owmight 138 tor 4 ) 

NJ Uong b Bette 17 

M V naming not out .... - >-..43 

B J PMNps c Speight fa Betts 1 

P A Strang c Speight b Batts 5 

•tS A Marsha Boon U Bette . jQ 

M J McCague c Spean b Be&s Q 

DW Headley b Brown 0 

Extras ibl. Jft&. srl 2 . nftlS) ......41 

Total (57 ran) ~™167 

fat (rant): 5 - 140 . 6 - 146 . 7 - 160 , 8 - 160 . 
9 - 160 . 

Boring Brown 18 - 2 - 85 -U Bens 16 - 7 - 29 - 
7 ; Walter 13 - 6 - 18 - 1 ; Foster 6 - 4 - 16 - 1 : 
Otim&nat 2 - 0 - 60 ; Boteg 2 - 1 - 34 ). 
DURHAM - Second (rennet 

J J S Lewis c Weto D Reming -JO 

POColtegjwodfljwbHiH** 1 

i E Moms ft Fleming -,,.21 

N J Speak c Liang D Flaming S 

*D C Boon tow ft Strang ...........1 

TM P Speight not out 73 

MJFbaerc Marsh b Strang - 4 

M M Berts P Ftemoig _0 

J Boning b Philos ..._20 

S J E Brown not out 5 

Extras (lbi 7 , w 2 j..,„ m _19 

Total thx 8, 73 overs) 183 


Gloucestershire v IB d dl w x 

BRISTOL: Ho play yesterday. 

MIDDLESEX - Hrst bufags 237 (MR 
Rampratesn 75, K P Dutch 79; A M Snutt 5- 
23 ). 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE -FB»t bmlnfs 99 (R 
L Johnson 4-271. 

MDOLESEX - Sncood ratings 78 tor 0 (J 

lUttte 4-34). 


Norttuuits v Hampshire 
NORTHAMPreN; Northaosaanrtlre f4pts), 
vritfi tight finUnaings wfetets staraang, 
trag Hamp sh ire (2) by 365 runs. 
N e n hmmpun U M t won toss 
HAMPSWRE- First tarings 
(Owmighe 373 tor 6» 

tA N Ayntos c Batey b tsytor s 

S □ Udal btoytar - IB 

S J Renshav* not ou: ..2 

Extras (bS, lb 10, wl4, nblS) 47 

tbtri (for 8 dee, 12ZA OWl) ——405 
FaB (coot): 7-396. 3-405. 

DM not bsfa S M Mffljum. J N B Bowll. 
Bearing: teytor 32-4-7-91-6: BosweO 21* 
3-101-1; Hutfies 22-6-66-1; CuTan 16-7- 
49*0; Snaps 21.5-44* Bafley 6-0-13-0: 
Water 4-0-23-0. 

NORTHAMPTONSHRE - Ftrat tarings 

M a loye C KendaB ft Renshacr 13 

R J wren c James ft Rertsftaw JB 

*R J Bailey not out ...„.l4 

K M Curran not out 4 

Extras (toll-...-..- 1 

Total (for 2, 13 overs) 40 

Frifc 1-13. 2-33. 

*# bat T C Walton. D J 6 Salas. ID Ripley, 
JNSnape. J PTaylor.SAJ0osweil.JGtft(gn- 


Nottintftainsiifre v Yorkshire 
TRENT BRIDGE: Nottinghamshire <4pts}' 
wfflti three drat-inriage wtefcris standing, 
trail Yortcshlra (4) by 219 nm*. 
NomffmKNre «on toss 
YORKSHSRE-Ftret tarings 3S4 (MO Mo- 
on 60. D Byas 128. DS Lehmann 62: KP 
Evans 6-911. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - FM Innings 
(Overregnc 116 tor 41 

N J Asoe c Keowtxxoutfi b Hartley 28 

'P Johnson reared hurt 14 

II Atzaal c Byas b Hartley ........ — .....B 

G F Archer not out ... 10 

tw m Noon b Whna 6 

fcP Evans net out 5 

Extras U04. nb6) ....... ....10 

Total (Tor 7, 44J. over*) 146 

Fafc 1-14. 2-59, 3-75, 4-82, 5- US. 6-126, 
7-134. 

To bat R A Pick, 

BonSrep StuenMOd 7 - 2 - 211 ; Hanley IS- 
5-40-2; Moms S3-32-0; Wfott 13 J-5-51- 
4. 

Umpires: l w HgU« and R Palmer. 


Other first-class match 

Rrsmay of mree: 11.0 today and romam/v 


Essex v Oxford University 

CHELMSFORD: <Motd University haw scored 

M ft* « In tlislr list Mnftv Esmx. 

Oxford UMunrJtyvxin toss 
OXFCKIO Imn/ERSITV - HIM bintagi 

h c Pin* tow s noe — .o 

BWByiretowbUon 8 

via AVMZi C Law b Wl tarns 2 

c G H utfxfoot c Hyam o Wftems 16 

PGMonjwcHjambLa# 30 

R D Hudson not out ... 6 

l C Buchanan not out „ — 

Extras |ISX» _..._ 1 

Total (for 6 . 28 mki|_ — - 

Fata 1 - 0 . 3 - 9 . 315 . 4 - 40 . 358 . 

To Sec C Patel. fA P Sow. j r coomoft. C M 
Bata Owe. 


P S WHng ! Boh 7-3- 14-2: Mlhamy 70 36-2: ton 
5-2-13 -0: Law 32-7-1; Sucn 4-3^-0. 

ESSOt D D J Roartson. -P JPneham, APQaysn 
R C Iraw, 5 D Peters. R J Ronss, d r taw 1BJ 

rfram. M C iKn, n f wihams. P u Such. 

Umpire*: 9 Ueyer and M R Benson. 


Somerset v Leicestershire 

BA 1 K Somarari ( 2 pU). with right Orri- 
tarings wiehat* standtag. trai Lri e a st ar- 
Sfiire ( 4 ) by 370 runs. 
tecestersMre nornoss 
IBC 6 STEHSWRE- First tarings 442 tor 
B dsc at msmigM total LI J Whrtatar 133 
no, I J Sutflitto 112 . V J wens 70 . D LM«- 
ay 58 ). 

SOMERSET - First UYbflgS 

m N LattrweU c Sutcfifte ft MiUns 6 

•p D Bowter tow b Ormona ~...30 

PCL Holloway not out S 

R J Harden not out ...» ...12 

Extras (W, lb5, w2, nMj ^15 

Htfri (tor 2, 21 overs) 72 

Fall: 1-32, 2-42. 

Tb bat K'A Raisons. TR J Turner, G D Rose, 
J 1 D Kerr, MusWau Ahmed, A P van TroasL 

Kjstuie. 

BowOng: Minns 8 - 4 - 15 - 1 ; MuHally &- 0 - 27 - 
0 : Omond 6 - 0 - 21 - 1 ; Person 1 - 1 -QO. 
Unptaaa: J C BaUerstone anp G I Bwsesi. 


Other matches 

WtXWD XI CHAMnONSKtr' (Hnal day of Ihrea) 
Co ntox Me M-dcSawn 249 IR P Laiw B2l and 
M 7 is p Morjn 117 ); Esm* 148 and 157 (0 
G Wilson 52 ; R P Lane 4 - 421 . MhUasax won 
by 1 S 1 naw. Hqtshsm: WnocKShtni 230 eno 
50 tor 2 : Suswr 55 tor 1 Arc. Match Own. 
CMttirtsM DMMnre 201 (MJ Uintfeau 561 
TOfpr 0 . tent 2 S« 13 C VWi-s 87 ; M J VanOreu 
4 «. S ) lacey 4 - 72 i. Mato drawn. MhhBo- 
lore KoRharnotonsiwa 345 tor 6 oo« (R R htarn- 
Pwereiy 66 . K J Innas 71 no. 
A J Swann 51 ) and 67 tor Q: unasttre 19 r fw 
9 dea (J J H avre 66 noi. Match drawn, mm- 
UtetaRMgh! VoriuJw 235 ana 228 tor 5 oec 
IA MoGreth 102 no. M 1 wood 93 i; Wt»cs«r- 
we in tor 5 sec ana 178 tor 1 (Cl ScnofeU 
6 &w. CG Mason 100 ). Match tfrmn. Taumon: 
HQ ^ Dur har" 363^9 dec; Somersn 43 
tor L Match iharn. Sanwe Na play. Gtam- 
Vgin 190 and 26 tor 2 . Gtoucesuffsiw* 300 far 
3 dec. Match draws. 


Tomorrow 

WUfEIXABtJEiqredayinatch^ajrtait): 


EBSSSSSSSSSS 

rWhamUiUB v verHshn. Bade SorrwWt v 
Uscewrwe. Woremerr WoreeasnhaevSia- 


Bowflqg; Mihum 7-1-27-ft Renshaw fl-2- 
12 - 2 . 

UmfBraa; B Dudleston and N 7 Ptews. 


Worcostwshlre v Surrey 

WORCESTER: No play yesterday. 
SURREV - Flm tonftigs 452 tor 9 dee (J 
D HatcWo 135, A D Brown 121; S R Lamp« 
4-104). 

WORCESTERSHIRE - First brings Bl for 
l(GArtek48nol. 


MCC TROPHY Quarter-llnata (One -day match- 
MjlLQ st art): Tonwi Devon v Bedford vnre 
Sharboma School; Dwwr Camtaitedire 
Qrtmriqr. uncrinsnre v ShropMw?. hnawreh 
NsnhuiTiiwfliHid v tarto*. 


— j ' 


photograph: Em pics 


The semi-finals and final are 
scheduled for today but if fee 
xain intervenes again there is fee 
prospect of the £28,000 first 
prize being decided tomorrow, 
the day before Wimbledon is due 
to start. “It’s frustrating for us, 
it's frustrating for the organis- 
ers and it's frustrating for speo 
tators.” Henman said. “At the 
end of the day there’s not a lot 
people can do about iL 


*Td love to be in fee final no 
matter what day it’s cm. If it’s Sun- 
day so be it; HI be in London by 

the evening, I flew from Doha, 
Qatar, to Sydney, half-way round 
fee world, and played on the day 
I arrived so Nottingham to Lon- 
don shouldn't be too difficult.’’ 

Rusedski who faces the sev- 
enth seed, Mark Philippoussis, 
in Wimbledon's first round, 
might not agree. 


Andre Agassi has pulled out of 
Wimbledon wife a wrist injury 
he suffered earlier this year. His 
d ecis ion means that seven out 
of the world’s top 20 men have 
scratched from this years sin- 
gles event 

The flamboyant American 
has not played for more than 
two months since losing to Swe- 
den’s Magnus Norman in the 
second round in Atlanta. He has 
lost in fee first round in four of 
his Iasi five tournaments. 

It is fee end of a year which 
has seen Agassi plunge to No 
.29 in the world and miss fee 


Australian, French andltaSsfe 
Opens. Wife Steffi Graf having 

□ament following a knee injtfry 
it T n** an!g many of fee workfs 
leading players will be missing. 

Agassi's exit comes haza.'da 
the heels of fee withdrawds«4 
Thomas Muster, the world No 
4, Alex Corretja (7}, Scrgv 
Bruguera (8), Thomas Enqmst 
(9), Albert Costa (14), Alberto 
Berasategui (15) and Feax 
Mantilla (16). Last year’s run- 
ner-up, Mai Washington, whins 
ranked 35, has also pulled out 
through injury. 


Chris and Graham. Johnners 
then wondered if Mis Chappell 
had ever bowled to Ian Greg 
and said: “Alan McGilvray wifi 
know the answer to that” 

He turned round and 
McGilvray was fast asleep in the 
back of fee box. Brian covered 
this up by saying: “Oh, Alan has 
just slipped out of the box.” 

But McGilvray bad heard 
his name mentioned and sud- 
denly sat bolt upright and said 
in a veiy loud voice: “What, 
what? Did someone call me?" 
Which was followed by gales of 
general laughter. 

Looking around Lord's over 
the last two days. I’m sure that 
fee conversations different 
groups of spectators were hav- 
ing while there was no play wfll 
have been no more curious, 
mad. improbable or unlikely 
than many of the things which 
have been said on air when rain 
has stopped play. 


Clarke takes 
his chance 


Hooper 
holds the * 
balance 


feen 


PETER GRAINGER 


reports from Derby 
Sussex 200-9 dec 
Derbyshire 233-9 


Vince Clarke had only 40 min- 
utes' play at Derby to reinforce 
fee promise be bas shown wife 
the bat all season, but he took 
his chance against Sussex wife 
both hands. 

Derbyshire signed fee 25- 
year-old all-rounder after 
Leicestershire released him at 
fee end of last season and 
Garke has rewarded them wife 
several important innings. He 
made 99, his highest first-class 
score, to haul Derbyshire out of 
trouble in the previous match 
at Edgb3ston. and he followed 
that wife a half century before 


Garke had started the day on 
48 and was still searching for his 
first run when the nigh (watch- 
man, Paul Aidred, was caught 
behind (hiving at James Kiruey 
with no addition to fee 
overnight total of 209 for 8. 

His fifty came up in the next 


TONY COZIER 


reports from St Vincent 
West Indies 94-5 v Sri Lanka 


over when a punishing extra 
cover drive off Vasbert Drakes 


cover drive off Vasbert Drakes 
brought him his sixth four and 
a less convincing stroke - an 
edge through the slips in fee 
West Indian’s next over- raced 
away for another boundary. 

Andrew Harris added to Sus- 


sex's growing frustration by 
sharing a last-wicket stand with 


sharing a last-wicket stand with 
Clarke which carried Der- 
byshire to 233 for 9 before fee 
first storm broke over the Coun- 


ty Ground. With more rain 
forecast for today s final day. the 


rain halted play yesterday after 
only 58 balls had been bowled. 


cricket is all about, and feat is 
why 1 clapped him." 

Healy explained: “I wasn't 
sure. The slips were split half 
and half. I think it was fee 
fairest decision. When I am not 
sure I am happy to go wife fee 
umpire. Ana it was nice to be 
applauded by an umpire. 

“I've only ever applauded 
once before and feat was when 
Aravinda De Silva scored a 
beautiful hundred here in the 
Benson and Hedges Cup final 
in 1995." It may only have been 
92 minutes, but it was certain- 
ly cricket out there yesterday. 


only 58 balls had been bowled. 

It was his fourth first-class 
half century this season to add 
to a fifty m fee Benson and 
Hedges Cup and he was un- 
beaten on 65 when the weath- 
er closed in. 


forecast for today's final day, the 
game looks destined to end in 
a draw. 

■ Gloucestershire will not know 
until tonight if any action is to 
be taken over their controversial 
new wicket at Bristol, where 25 
wickets have fallen in two days 
of the current match with Mid- 
dlesex. 


Nottinghamshire 
make the least of it 


JON GULLEY 


reports from Trent Bridge 
Vbrkshire 364 
Nottinghamshire 148-7 


After Thursday’s 31 overs, fee 
action yesterday was briefer 
hut no less traumatic for Not- 
tinghamshire, who stumbled 
from l ift for 4 to 148 for 7 in 
fee 56 minutes of play that was 
possible before rain arrived 
just before noon. 

They remain 67 nins short of 
avoiding the follow-i m and it is 
still possible Yorkshire will go 
home with 24 points despite los- 
ing so much time. Tit make mat- 
ters worse, Nottinghamshire lost 
feeir captain, Paul Johnson, who 
| retired hurt after being struck on 

thu l.,fV k.nJ I r- ■ ,i„ 


the left hand by Craig While 
Johnson spent time offthe field 
on Wednesday after tweaking a 
hamstring and an X-ray yester- 
day revealed a fratturedlinle fin- 
ger, which may mean enforced 
rest of two to three weeks. 

Whai wife Yorkshire making 
364 after being put in, it has not 


been a good ma tch for Johnson. 
He is the third of his county's 
haLsmcn to suffer a broken bone 
in the hand this season, follow- 
ing Tim Robinson and Paul Pol- 
lard. Not over-blessed with 
experience, Nottinghamshire 
ran ill-afford to lose players of 
Johnson’s quality from a batting 
line-up whose fragility has been 
exposed here. 

1 1 was a pitch offering a bit 
of spite for White and PeteT 
Hartley. While, who had taken 
three wickets in 20 balls on 
Thursday, caused problems for 
Johnson from the outset. Hart- 
ley made fee first breakthrough 
with no addition to fee over- 
night score, when Nathan As- 
ue, who had attacked the ball 
with some zest before his in- 
nings was interrupted, drove 
rather loosely on the off-side 
and sliced the ball to Richard 
Kettleborough in the gully. 

Hartley soon struck again as 
Usman AfeaaJ edged a catch to 
second slip and, after Johnson 
disappeared, Wayne Noon had 
his off stump knocked out of fee 
ground hv a White foil toss. 


Sri Lanka's bowlers spoiled fee 
celebrations as fee West Indies 
inaugurated fee world's newest 
Test match venue at the pic- 
turesque Arnos Vhle ground 
yesterday. Their captain, Arju- 
na Ranattinga, read fee hard 
pitch cottectiy when he won fee 
toss. He chose to bowl and by 
lunch Sri Lanka had reduced 
the West Indies to 94 for 5. 

The early damage was cre- 
ated by the two lively new ball 
bowlers, Ravindra Pushpaku- 
mara and the left arm Sajeewa 
de Silva, and enforced by the off 
spinners Kumara Dhannasena 
and Muttiah Muralitharan. 

Pushpakumara struck twice 
with successive balls in fee sec- 
ond Test's opening over, in- 
ducing a gloved hook from 
Stuart Willi ams and producing 
a perfect in-cutter to trap Floyd 
Reifer leg- before wickeL 
_ The crowd were stunned into 
silence when De Silva took a . 
comfortable return catch in the 
following over to account for 
Brian Lara and leave the West 
Indies 5 for 3. Lara, out for 
□ought and four in the first list, 
managed only a single, his fal- 
tering form compounded ly 
the fine of half his match fee im- 
posed when he turned up late 
prior to fee first Test. 

When the fast bowlers were 
removed, Dharmasena dis-- 
missed Sherwin Campbell to a 
slip catch with his first hall and, 
after Carl Hooper dominated a 
stand of 58 wife Roland Hold- 
er, Muralitharan accounted for 
Holder 10 minutes before lunch 
to a close catch off bat and pad 
Hooper, with seven elegant 
fours, was unbeaten cm 50 at the 
break and everything for the 
home team depended on him- 

*«* Pto: Sri umka mm ton 
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Lamb urges caution [ f^ 1 THE INDEPEIVI^BVr 


Tim Lamb, chief executive of 
fee England and Wales Crick- 
et Board, poured cold water on 
proposals for a yeai-long cham- 
pionship of Test cricket. 

The issue is due to be debated 
by an International Cricket 
Council committee, who are to 
report back al a meeting in Cal- 
cutta in December. Bui Lamb 
is not keen on an idea which 
would commit the national 
team to lh Tests in a year. 

“We certainly accept the prin- 
ciple of a world Test champi- 


onship. but to us it first has to 

eV^ sht * r0 VS h ’'’ Lamb 
SiUd - The main thing we would 
want from the committee is 
■•wme research into whether the 
public want to see a Test cham- 
pionship and in what form. 

“Is there conclusive pioof 
that people want such a tour- 
nament, which would have to be 
played over quite a long peri- 
od of time? We need to study 
all aspects of what it would en- 
tail. Let s do our market re- 
search first. 
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sport 


Martin?uiHi Care u r ? Maureen Connolly, the first woman to win the Grand Slam, uncannily foreshadowed the achievements of 
Martina H.ngrs, who las t year became the youngest winner of a Wimbledon title. Laurie Ptgnon has fond memories S?Mo' 



The 17-year-o(d Maureen Connolly receives the first of her three Wimbledon singles trophies from Princess Alexandra after defeating her fellow American Louise Brough 7-5, 6-3 in the 1952 
Hingis, a passionate horsewoman - takes a break from tennis aboard Mack, accompanied by Harry Hopman, Australia’s Davis Cup coach, in Melbourne in the same year 


final. Right: Little Mo - 
Photographs: AP and 


like Martina 
Mirror Library 


Teenage queen of a sleeping kingdom 


W hen the hour is late, the music soft 
and the min d wanders into a won- 
derland of impossible dreams, I 
imagine a match that will never be played: 
Maureen Connolly versus Martina Hingis. 

One 1 wrote about; she was my friend. 
The oLher I read about, but there is no 
doubt in my mind that these two are the 
most talented teenagers ever to be seen on 
a lawn tennis court any place any time. 

The parallels between.the players are re- 
markable: an insatiable hunger for success, 
major international titles as- 16 year olds, 
a love of horses. Both were the children of 
broken homes. Hingis, like Connolly, sees 
life as any other healthy youngster an ex- 
hilarating adventure to be explored and en- 
joyed. Maureen was 5 ft 5 in and Martina is 
an inch taller. 

Although (here are similarities about 
their style of play there is one dramatic dif- 
ference. Maureen, who practised four and 
sometimes five hours a day. mostly against 
men, was driven on, and on and on by an 
almost pathological fear of defeat. From 
what I have seen of Martina she just loves 
winning. She began the countdown on her 
journey to the stars by collecting interna- 
tional junior titles as a 12 year old. It has 
been all systems go ever since. 

Last summer she became the youngest 
Wimbledon champion (15) in history when, 
with Helena Sukwa, she won the women’s 
doubles title. By reaching the fourth round 
of the singles she gave the world a preview 
of greater things to come. The world did not 
have to wait long, for in January, at the age 
of 16 years, three months and 26 days, she 
won the Australian Open without conceding 
a set and became the youngest champion of 
a Grand Slam singles this century. 

Martina Hingis, today the most feared 
and envied professional on the circuit, has 


yet to reach her potential. Maureen Con- 
nolly never did. She was 19 when we were 
fox-trotting at the Champions' Ball after 
winning her third Wimbledon when she told 
me: “When I come back next year l will be 
a much better player." She didn't come bade 
for many years; when she did we were col- 
leagues in the Press Room. And that was 
the only lime I saw her cry - a sub-editor 
had changed her copy. 

Connolly’s Grand Slam record needs no 
superlatives, for it stands as majestic as an 
unassailed mountain whose foothills are lit- 
tered with broken hearts. In singles alone 
it is: Wimbledon 1952, 1953, 1954; United 
States nationals 1951, 1952, 1953; French 
championships 1953, 1954; Australian 
championships. 1953. 

In her 18 consecutive Wimbledon match- 
es she conceded only two sets: in her first 
year to Susan Partridge (Britain) and to 
Thelma Long (Australia). She became the 
first woman - in 1953 - to win the Grand 
Slam. She was only defeated four times dur- 
ing her short playing life, and never in a 
major event. 

The overall standard of women’s tennis 
was not as high as it is today, but at the top 
level it was every bit as lougb. and Mau- 
reen's rivals included such champions as 
Louise Brough, Margaret Du Pont, Doris 
Hart, Shirley Fry and in 1953 Althea Gib- 
son. They called her "Little Mo" because 
she was as invincible as the US battleship 
Missouri (Big Mo) which was docked in her 
home town of San Diego. 

■ My memories of Little Mo are so fresh 
that the paint is still wet on the pictures in 
my mind. The day at Wimbledon she in- 
sisted on riding in my battered pre-war car 
with bricks under the front seal to prevent 
it falling over and a broken back spnng. The 
day I look her to lunch at The Dog & Fox 


on Wimbledon Hill and she “surprised" a 
dining-room foil of dark-suited business- 
man by coming in brief practice shorts and 
boyish shin. The day she invited me and 
another reporter to join her and Neil Hop- 
man for a knockabout mixed doubles dur- 
ing the Manchester tournament 
Drawn against Mo, I insisted she played 
left-handed. 1 did not know then that she 
had been a natural left-hander, until a coach 
told her that no left-handed woman had 
ever won Wimbledon. She just switched 
bands! We laughed a lot that day and many 
other days. Off court she was a typical 
teenager of her time; a bobbysoxer, brash 
and bouncy. Her lipstick was orange, her 


eyebrows plucked and her clip-on ear-rings 
were aslaiemem to the world that she was 
grown up. She loved movies, music, danc- 
ing. ginger ale, and God. On court she was 
a natural-born killer, and she later wrote: 
“I have seen films of my matches and I 
looked with a cold shudder at the mask I 
wore; that tightly drawn face, that fixed ex- 
pression, those mechanical responses of ten- 
nis etiquette. If eyes are the window of the 
soul I am thankful no one looked into mine. 
I walked alone. I told no one about my con- 
suming ambitions.” 

Her power of concentration was fright- 
ening - the only other player who could 
match her in this was the Swedish iceman 
Bjorn Borg - but her tactics were simply 
one ball at a time, and every one she played 


called for a different type of answer. She 
always picked the one that her opponents 
wanted least. 

Her hands were so small that she had her 
racket handle shaved down to four inch- 
es, but the head was heavy and the depth 
and consistency of her driving could, like 
an ever-flowing river, eat away mountains. 
Her forehand was played a little close to 
her body, putting a thin slice on the ball 
which was particularly effective on grass 
courts, and in ihose days all but the French 
Championships were played on grass. HeT 
anticipation was so sharp she all but invit- 
ed big hitters to attack her sendee: for her 
passing shots, of any description, were like 


maple syrup on blueberry pancakes for 
breakfast. When she forced opponents a 
yard behind the baseline she could produce 
drop shots which feD like grouse on the 12th 
of .August... dead. 

Although we did not know it at the time 
there was a dark force driving Little Mo 
on... and on... and never one to equivo- 
cate with the truth she later admitted: “1 
hated my opponents. This was no passing 
dislike, but a Mazing, virulent, powerful and 
consuming hate. I believed I could not win 
without hatred, and win I must because I 
was afraid to lose.” 

To understand why a little girl so foil 
of love and laughter could feel like this, 
one must know a little about her grow- 
ing-up. She came from a home that was 


broken twice, and she disliked her step- 
father. Her schooldays were punctuated 
by quarrels and reconciliations. She always 
planned to escape tomorrow and because 
there was no money for horse riding, 
which she loved, she took up tennis with 
a $5 racket when she was 11 years old. In 
the back of her childish heart was the 
thought: “I must win to be liked. Only win- 
ners have friends.” 

This fighting spirit was always with her. 
We saw it for the first time on the first day 
of her first Wimbledon. A few days earli- 
er at The Queen's Gub Tournament she 
slightly injured her shoulder, and her 
famous dragon of a coach, Eleanor “Teach" 
Tennant, who produced such stars as Al- 
ice Marble and Bobby Riggs, wanted Mau- 
reen to scratch from The Championships. 
Maureen did not agree, nor at the lime did 
she know how wrong her coach was. 

She merely sacked “Teach” and called 
a press conference. 

That had never been done at Wimble- 
don before and she was only 17. 

Maureen was always in a burry, and a 
sixth sense seemed to be driving her faster 
and faster. Perhaps Mozart was the same. 
Her dreams, and our joy of watching them 
unfold, ended in screams of agony on 20 
July 1954 when she was riding her beloved 
horse. Colonel Menyboy, on a usually qui- 
et byway outside San Diego. 

On that lovely summer's day a cement 
truck thundered around a blind bend and 
her frightened horse shied and crashed 
down on her twisted leg. She was 19 years 
and 10 months old She had just won her 
third Wimbledon and was looking forward 
to winning her fourth US title. Although 
she slowly recovered enough to coach and 
help young players she never competed 
again. She was awarded S95.000 damages. 


Her greatest happiness was her first and 
only love, her marriage to Norman Blinker. 
He was an international horseman, and to- 
gether they built up a string of a dozen hors- 
es. They had two delightful daughters 
Gndy and Brenda, and set up a million- 
aire's home in Dallas. After saving good- 
bye to them all with a smile she died of 
cancer on 21 June 1969, the eve of Wim- 
bledon. and at 35 was a year younger than 
Mozart. 

When she was 14 Brenda wrote and 
asked me if I would take her to Wimble- 
don so that she could see the stage where 
her mother was the star. It was a typical 
English spring d3y; morning rain had 
washed the air. and the lawns were as yet 
unencumbered by nets or marked with lilies. 
With long fair hair and eyes so like her 
mother's she took in the scenes that she had 
only seen in pictures. We walked to the Cen- 
tre Court which her mother once called “a 
sleeping kingdom that comes to life for two 
weeks every year”. For the two of us it came 
to life that day; for me the air seemed full 
of yesterday's echoes, and for Brenda the 
atmosphere added substance to the gos- 
samer of her dreams. 

Speaking in a whisper that children use 
when sharing secret s Brenda said: “I won- 
der what my mother felt when she was play- 
ing here.” ! didn't know so I didn’t answer. 
So we went inside so that Brenda could hold 
the champion's trophy that her mother bad 
won. Then the thought struck me: Little Mo 
was only three years older than her daugh- 
ter when she lifted it in triumph for the first 
time. 

I am convinced that if my dream match 
were ever played. Little Mo, with her con- 
sistent driving lo a length, would be the win- 
ner. Afterwards, they would probably 
saddle up and go for a ride. 


‘I hated my opponents. I believed I could not 
win without hatred, and win I must because 
I was afraid to lose’ - Maureen Connolly 


Sampras intent on continuing love affair with lush lawns 


Bud Collins . 

onders whether 
ie men’s world 
4o 1 can serve 
y/o mistresses 

bracing an old lover, 
;C ee (aka Centre Court) 
to, Pete Sampras must feel 
elieved as an earlier trav- 
ig man warrior, Horatio 
son, returning to his corn- 
able station, the bosom of 
ma Hamilton. 

;eecee, flat and fnsky, 
■re the Wimbledon cham- 
iship lies, is undoubtedly 
>‘s desired port in unac- 
omed rough weather of 

iuniliaricy breeds content 
consent, Pete hopes, fccl- 
in these hard and fruitless 
s for him that Ceecee will 

ill how good they were to- 

,er for three years, how he 
} her every mood and ra- 
ided fervently in conquest, 
hie, Ceecee, the Sporting 

y ofSWl9, spumed Pfete a 

- ago. turning a fickle eve 
nentarily on the hot-hand- 
uitor, Richard Krajicek, 
ut she and her surrounding 
dmaidens remain increas- 
j mvsterious to a generation 
^imaginative wham-bam- 
ifc-you-ma’am pursuers for 
up dealing with grass is Wee 
to romance a stone ng- 


They are not much amused 
by the* subtlety of God’s own 
sod, tournaments thereon as 
rare in today's game as Andre 
Agassi's presence or an en- 
lightened agent, but they realise 
that the Big W is still the grand 
prize. 

Even though Ceecee is a 
ro ugh, frustrating ride, they 
will swallow pride and distaste 
to woo her. 

Since a dangerously unim- 
posing Aussie with a gargan- 
tuan left arm. Rod Laver, made 
the amateur-pro transition to 
the Open era to win Ceecee’s 
heart in 1961-2 and 1968-9 
only Bjorn Borg (five times), 
John McEnroe md Brats Beck- 
er (three) co-babiwd success- 
fully more than twice. 

And Pete, of course. 

Sampras knows the way 
through her wiles. Pete says that 
his late coach, Tim GulUksou, 
counselled him on appreciating 
and taking advantage of grass 
after he*d lost, young and fom- 
hlingly inept on first dale in 
1989-90 (Mark Woodforde. 
Christo van Rensbuig) and 
early in 1991 (Derrick Roslag- 
BO, second round). 

“From Tim I learned return 
of serve was more important 
than the serve and," he smiles, 
“that shortening my swing, (he 
chip and slice that older guys 
were telling me about, wercn i 
out of date as I thought. He 
helped me with altitude, not 
worrying about bad bounces 



Grass-court' king: Pete Sampras celebrates his 1993 Wimbledon triumph 


that annoyed me so much as 
first. Now’ I love grass." Espe- 
cially Ceccce. 

• Sampras loyalists hope he 
isn’t as out of date as his pre- 
sent state - his worst dry spell 
in five years- might indicate lo 
the pessimistic. 

At 25? And No 1 in the world 
- a world apparently exempt- 
ing crimson European soil? 
But didn't Borg win has last ma- 
jor, the French in 1981 , at 25? 
Wasn't McEnroe through win- 
ning majors at 25 with his sev- 
enth and last, the US Open of 
1984? Hadn’t Becker seem- 


ingly gone dry at 23 with the 
Australian of 1991, only to of- 
fer another title twitch, his 
sixth, at Melbourne five years 
later? 

“The majors are what count 
to me and Im not through win- 
ning them," Sampras insists. 

Nor should he be two 
months shy of merely his 26th 
birthday. 

With nine of them in his 
backpack (four US, three Wim- 
bledon. two Australian) he is 
closing in on the all-time lead- 
ing dozen held by Roy Emer- 
son, scuffing at the retired 


Achilles tendons of Laver and 
Borg (11) and a ghost of the 
Twenties, Big Bill Tflden (10). 

Qf those, Borg alone made 
his total at a younger age. 

Maybe it is some consolation 
for what has been going wrong 
lately: a seven defeats in 13 
games after launching the cam- 
paign with 17 successive wins 
and three titles, including the 
Aussie. 

But his k a “what have you 
done tomorrow?" profession, 
and Pete isn’t even among the 
top 10 match winners for 1997. 

He has lurched through six 


Photograph; David Ashdown 


unconvincing tournaments 
without attaining a final, a 
parching such as he hasn’t ex- 
perienced since 1991 

Is this is a post-Delaina 
drought? Though he frowns at 
such a suggestion, this unflam- 
boyam man of order and rou- 
tine undeniably performed 
smoothly during six years (sev- 
en majors) of unadventurous 
domesticity rooming with high- 
ly supportive Delaina Mukaby. 

More than a camp follower, 
she earned a law degree daring 
that lime. 

Living with a lawy er may not 


be stimulating - as Pat Nixon 
might have pointed out - but 
it was stable. 

Now, is he diverted, having 
to show his stuff all over again 
- and to another celebrity - in 
u romance with actress Kim 
Wiliams? Does she, the bride 
in the film Father Of The Bride 
wish to play that part in sort- 
of real life? Mukaby did, and 
she got the parting. 

Pfete could handle Ceecee 
and Delaina at the same time 
because both had become 

hahiK- 

Ah, but Ceecee and Kim? Is 
there is a dash of turfs... of 
green grass and green flame- 
old sweetheart and new? 

“Tennis is what I’m all 
about," Pete says. “That’s what 
I do and not much else really 
interests me right now. Some 
say that’s boring. OK. But I’m 
not bored. That's the way 1 am. 
No apologies. My goal is to win 
as many majors as I can in the 
years left and 1 think I've got 
good years left." 

He says the way he's been 
bumbling recently, losing four 
out of six on Continental day, 
losing to Jonas Bjorkman at 
Queen's, makes him more de- 
termined than ever to regain 
Ceecee’s favour, and his cham- 
pionship. 

Interestingly, his opening 
round foe, Mikael Tfllstrom, 
will be trying to complete a 
Swedish trifecta over Sampras. 

His countrymen, Magnus 


Norman and Bjorkman. nailed 
Pete's Iasi two defeats, and 
last year at Wimbledon TiU- 
slrom did beat a champion 
named Stefan Edberg. 

If Pete ts as highly strung 
about rediscovering form as his 
rackets that go pop in the night 
at 35kilos pressure, his de- 
meanour wouldn't suggest it, 

“Relaxed and calm in my- 
self" is a self-description. 

Like Admiral Nelson on 
shore leave with Lady Hamil- 
ton? 

He’s got the itch for Ceecee 
once more. Does she for him? 
“I changed my whole game 
when 1 was 14, gave up the two- 
handed backhand with the idea 
of winning Wimbledon" - go- 
ing all the way with her. 

Their first time together he 
was “awed", you can feel the 
electricity. 

"You’ve seen it on TV. This 
was the McEnroe- Borg court, 
the place where Laver won 
four. And then you’re finally, . . 
you're finally here. 

“The echo of the ball, the 
way you can feel the people 
around you, even when they're 
quiet, doesn’t come across on 
TV. You have to be here. 

“It’s a tremendous fee ling " 
That was 1992. He beat Todd 
Woodbridge and was forever 
smitten with Ceecee. 

Sometimes men in trouble 
call for their mothers. Pete 
probably invokes the Sporting 
Lady of SWI9. 
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. talked to him 

The Lions' attacking genius faces a Springbok made of granite in today’s First Test. Chris 



Possession, It is said, is nine- 
tenths of the law and yesterday 
the game's lawmakers drafted 
a charter to counter the grow- 
ing tendency - particularly in the 
southern hemisphere - to take 
the adage too literally. 

The technical committee of 
the International Board re- 
leased the five-page document 
- outlining the principles of the 
game and how the laws should 
be interpreted by referees - at 
the end of a four-day meeting 
in Cape Town. 

Syd Millar, of Ireland, the 
chairman of the committee, 
said: “We felt that the game had 
become a little bit predictable 
in that there was no longer a fair 
contest for possession any- 
more. 

“You had situations where a 
team would retain the ball for 12 
or 14 phases because there was 
no fair contest for possession. 

“It annoys me to see a 
member of a defending team 
going to play the ball only to 
be told by a match official to 
get away. It's gone a bit too far 
in the Super 12.“ 

MDlar said there was no need 
to alter the laws. What needed 
to be changed was the ap- 
proach of referees, coaches and 
players. Videos are to be pro- 
duced explaining how each as- 
pect of the game shouid be 
interpreted in the pursuit of 
consistent refereeing world- 
wide. 

The charter will be sent to 
each of the 74 member unions 
of the IB and then to individ- 
ual clubs and provinces. 

However, Millar wants ref- 
erees to act immediately on the 
charter. He said: “The laws 
tell you what you can't do but 
there’s nothing written down on 
how the game should be 
played." Scrums and line-outs 
had also become token contests 
as the crooked feed at both was 
being overlooked by referees, he 
added. 

This year’s Super 12 pro- 
duced another deluge of tries, 
with Auckland retaining the ti- 
tle in an unusually low-scoring 
match against Australian Cap- 
ital Tfemtory, winning 23-7. 

“Most of the Super 12 K ad- 
mirable. We just feel that it has 
gone a little on the predictable 
side" Millar said. 

On the domestic front, the 
Welsh scrum-half Rob Howley, 
who injured his shoulder in the 
Lions victory over Natal last 
weekend, was admitted to hos- 
pital yesterday to have a met- 
al pin inserted in his left 
shoulder. The pin will be in for 
eight weeks and Howley is not 
expected to be fit unto CXxober. 

Howley will miss Wales’ 
match against Romania on 30 
August, but is aiming to return 
for the New Zealand game at 
Wembley on 15 November. 
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Cape crusader: Gregor Townsend, the Lions’ outside-half, takes a break during training for today’s first Test against South Africa in Cape Town 
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Runner Townsend to blunt the blade 


Henry Honibail 
"'#£93? versus Gregor 
j ffijjgSfc Townsend, the 
jjrei gS Blade against the 
Runner. Two very 
different outside- 
halves will stare 
into the whites of 
each other’s eyes across the 
half-way line in Cape Town to- 
day and embark on a private, 
personal battle that stands bead 
and shoulders above any oth- 
er as a microcosm of the 
Springbok-Lion conflict. 

Honibail is lean and mean, 
a leggy 800-metre type armed 
with a granite physique and a 
passion for taddmg that borders 
on the sado-masochistic. Town- 
send possesses a sprinter’s pace 
linked directly to a generous 
supply of grey mailer. It will be 
one or the other today, for 
Newlands is nowhere near big 
enough for both of them. 

Fully aware of Honiball’s ul- 
tra-direct approach to the 


stand-offs art, the Lions are 
backing Townsend's delicate 
soft-shoe-shuffle style to the hilt. 
In a sense, the tourists’ entire 
game plan is built around the 
Scotsman's attacking gifts - the 
sharp wits and broad vision 
that give him an instinctive ap- 
preciation of where and how an 
opposition defensive line can be 
breached. As Eastern Province, 
Western Province, Natal and 
even Northern Transvaal, the 
sole conquerors of the Lions 
thus far, have discovered to their 
cost, Townsend can pick locks 
aad pockets simultaneously. 

Yet when the force is not with 
him, he can disappear up the 
blindest of alleys, the most ob- 
vious of cul-de-sacs. An exhil- 
arating success with Scotland in 
the 1996 Five Nations’ Cham- 
pionship, when his shimmering 
brilliance took them to within 
80 minutes of a wholly unex- 
pected Grand Slam, Townsend 
suffered all manner of trials and 


tribulations in this year's tour- 
nament, notably against Eng- 
land at Twickenham. 

“It was the only Five Nations 
game I played at stand-off last 
season and, looking back, 1 think 
all the chopping and changing 
was part of my problem.” said 
the 24-year-old from Edinburgh. 
“In *96 Iliad the perfect arrange- 
ment: although I was playing at 
centre for Northampton and 
oulade-half for Scotland, the two 
positions were fairty constant and 
I knew what was expected of me 
from week to week. 

“Last season I played three 
different positions and was 
moved around at the drop of a 
hat and it had a negative effect. 
My form dipped - in fact, it 
went up and down like a yo-yo 
- and I ended up trying lo force 
a few things in big matches that 
perhaps I should have left 
atone." 

For all that, Townsend was 
never anything other than a 


stone-cold certainty for this 
tour; indeed, the Lions' man- 
agement were so determined to 
see him in the red No 10 shixt 
that they were prepared to 
perform ail manner of selecto- 
rial somersaults on the goal- 
kicking front to accommodate 
him. So far their efforts have 
paid rich dividends. 

Townsend’s electric midfield 
partnership with Jeremy Guscott 
has been the primary shock to 
the Springbok system over the 
past five weeks and with the likes 
of Lawrence Dailaglio and 
Richard Hill also beginning to 
play off his unorthodox lines of 
running, the quietly spoken Scot 
has emerged as a string-puller 
of breathtaking dexterity. 

Sadly, the premature depar- 
ture of Rob Howley after last 
week’s game in Durban de- 
prived the Lions of their opti- 
mum half-back axis. Townsend 
renews relations today with his 
Northampton dubmate Matt 


Dawson, and his ability to 
weave those inimitable pat- 
terns outside a functionally ef- 
fective scrum-half rather than 
one touched with genius will be 
fundamental to the outcome of 
the opening Test. 

“I feel desperately sorry for 
Rob because I know how hard 
he worked and how much this 
tour meant to him, but I’m veiy 
familiar with Matt’s style and 
Tra sure we can make it hap- 
pen," Townsend said. “Matt is 
a very different player to Rob. 
He is direct, physical, puis in 
more than his fair share of tack- 
les, sees gaps very tight in and 
is prepared to go right through 
the opposition forwards in pur- 
suit of those gaps. Rob prefers 
to break off the fringes while 
Matt takes the shortest route. 
It will be a matter of adjust- 
ment, that’s all. 

“When you come to think of 
it, adjustments have been go- 
ing on all tour because in many 


ways we’re playing a game that 
was entirely alien to us when we 
first met up. We still kick the 
ball an awful lot back home, but 
there is absolutely no point in 
doing that here because Super 
12 rugby and the various law al- 
terations have changed things. 
Kick the ball away against 
South African sides and you 
simply find their deep-lying 
wings running it back at you. 

“If people are stSJ waiting for 
us to revert to old habits, they’ll 
wail a long time. We have 
thrashed out a game plan and 
we re sticking to it, even in the 
Tests. We’ll need skill and pa- 
tience to make it work - we may 
need to recycle the ball nine or 
III times before we can break 
down the Springbok defence - 
but those arc the demands 
we've put on ourselves." 

So what of Honibail, the 
■’Blade - "? Townsend smiles. 
"I’ve seen a lot of him on video 
over the last few days - an aw- 


ful lot, actually- and he’s a for- 
midable player, as are all the 
Springboks. South Africa prob- 
ably possess the best back-line 
defence in world rugby and 
Honibail is a big part of that. 
“Tve seen him tackle Jonah 
Lomu and tackle him fairly eas- 
ily so he obviously means it 
when he hits you. but there is 
more to him than that. He’s a 
good ball-player, loo. It should 
be interesting." 

Interesting? Compelling, 
more like. As Honibail himself 
said yesterday: “Our defence 
will be critical to the outcome 
and I won’t be doing anything 
different to the way 1 usually 
play the game. I don’t think the 
management would want me to. 
They selected me for the Test; 
there was no proviso, simply a 
vole of confidence in what I do 
best." As Townsend has a sim- 
ilar brief and an equally firm 
vote of confidence from the Li- . 
ons, something has to give. 
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with so much free time to talk, no-one offers youjretter value 


Whoever you want In- have a One 2 One with, no other mobile phone service offers you more. For just Cl 7. 50^, a* .month/, / , 

you yet .50 minutes of free time. Or for £20 3 month, vou yet 100 minutes of free time. And, for only £40 a^rmynth, yolf 1 
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Hotel tax 


upsets 

Sydney 

planners 

Olympic Games 


The Sydney Organising Com- 
mittee for the Olympic Games 
yesterday froze negotiations on 
£28 Dm in sponsorship deals, 
posing a threat to funding of the 
2000 Games. 

The New South Whies 
Olympics Minister, Michael 
Knight, who is also president of 
the organising committee, said 
legal advice prevented the com- 
mittee from signing the spon- 
sorship contracts because they 
offered accommodation that 
could not be guaranteed. 

“We have an Olympic ac- 
commodation problem and that 
is increasingly turning into an 
Olympic revenue and sponsor- 
ship problem.*’ be said. 
SOCOG would lose an “al- 
most immediate" payment of 
£5.6m from a sponsor because 
it could not sign a sponsorship 
contract, he said. 

The accommodation impasse 
arises because hotels continue to 
withhold 17,000 hotel beds from 
SOCOG needed for Olympic of- 
ficials, media and sponsors. They 
are upset by a 10 per cent inner- 
Sydney bed tax, which was 
passed into law on Wednesday. 

The tax takes effect ou 1 
September and is estimated to 
be worth about £24m a year to 
the state government Hotels still 
to be signed include the Regent 
and the Menzies, which are to 
be used by the International 


Olympic Committee. 

TheNi 


New South Wales gov- 
ernment said it would spend 
JElOm to clean up pollution at 
Homebtish Bay, near the site of 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. The 
dean-up wifl be aimed at ridding 
the area of dioxin contami- 
nants, the Ports Minister Carl 
Scully said. He was confident 
the operation would be com- 
pleted in time for the Games. 

Earlier this month Green- 
peace said that samples taken 
from art illegal stockpile of 
tone waste at Homebusb Bay 
showed it contained dioxin con- 
tamination 60 times worse than 
the world’s first major dioxin ac- 
cident 20 years ago. 

Members of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee have 
dropped a complaint against the 
men’s ski course at next year’s 
Winter Olympics in Nagano, 
Japan, and praised local prepa- 
rations for the Games. They 
warned, however, that traffic 
jams may affect some events. 

Yielding to a Japanese re- 
quest, the committee said the 
slartin® point for the men’s 
downhill ski course will remain 
at 1,680 metres, making the 
course less than three kilome- 
tres. the shortest in recent times. 

The international skiing fed- 
eration, headed by an IOC ex- 
ecutive board member, Marc 
Hodler of Switzerland, had 
pressed for the starting gate to 
be moved to 1,800 metres. 

Nagano refused to lengthen 
the course under pressure from 
environmentalists, who said 
raising the starting gate would 
mean encroaching on a na- 
tional park. 

The biggest concern for plan- 
ners is that the narrow roads 
and long distances between 
sites are likely to create serious 
traffic problems at tbe Games 
from 7 to 22 February. 

KiyomitsiiKodaira, the vice- 
president of traffic planning 
for the Nagano police, said 
earlier this week that jams 
could be as great as 120km (75 
miles) in some areas. 
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Gray set to reopen negotiations with Everton 


Football 


Andy Gray will arrive bade in 
England tonight to reopen ne- 
gotiations that look likely to end 
with him being installed as 
Everton ’s new manager. 

The 41-year-old Scot met 
the Everton chairman, Peter 
Johnson, on Tuesday and laid 
down bis demands for total 
control of team affairs before 
Hying out to Spain for a holiday. 


Gray, a former Everton strik- 
er. seems certain to get his 
wish with Howard Kendall un- 
likely to quit Sheffield United 
for anything other than a return 
to the top job at Goodison 
Park and Bobby Robson still 
embroiled in negotiations over 
his future at Barcelona. 

“I don't really want to com- 
ment on the situation at Ever- 
ton at the moment," Gray said. 
“There is still a lot of talking to 
be done with one or two people.” 


Hie possibility of Bobby Rob- 
son taking over remains shroud- 
ed in as much doubt as ever. 
Johnson has constantly denied re- 
ports that Robson has already re- 
jected one offer, but his name was 
put in the frame again earfer this 
week when his Barcelona assis- 
tant, Jose Mourinho, said they 
would both be leaving the club. 

Brian Laudrup looks certain 
to remain with Rangers until the 
end of nexL season despite an- 
other attempt by Ajax to lure 


him away. The Danish interna- 
tional last week committed 
himself to the Scottish cham- 
pions until May at least 

Ajax had agreed personal 
terms for the striker, rated at 
£4.5m, before the deal broke 
down but they are now to make 
another attempt to sign him. 
The Dutch dub are anxious to 
team him up with brother 
Michael, who moved yesterday 
from Japanese club Kobe. 

The Leeds striker Brian 


Deane has confirmed he wants 

to leave JEUand Road, and the 
Dutch ride Feyenoord are his 
most likely des tina tion. Deane 
can have a free tranrier to a con- 
tinental dub under the Rodman 
ruling and wQl make a final de- 
cision at the end of tins month. 

Leedscnuid also lose their 31- 
year-old full-back Tony Dorigp, 
who has been having talks with 
two dubs this week, one in Eng- 
land the other in Europe. Leeds 
would want around £15m. 


Jimmy Nicholl was yesterday 
named as manager of Raith 
Rovers with immediate effect 
The former Northern Ireland in- 
ternational returns to take 
charge of a club he fed to Scot- 
tish League Gip success only two 
years ago. He will be working 
alongside the incumbent chair- 
man, Alex Penman, as a pro- 
posed takeover of the chib shows 

no sign of being completed 
Stoke City are trying to sign 
the veteran striker Paul Stew- 


art to dear the wav for tile sale 
of the £2.5m-rated Mike 
Sheron. The managcrless dub 
have made an approach to the 
experienced Sunderland player 
who warns to move closer to his 
Blackpool home. 

The Bolton winger Scon 
Green snubbed Tranmere 
Rovers at the last minute yes- 
terday to join Wigan. Green was 
set to’ sign for John -Aldridge for 
£300,000, but Wigan came up 
with better personal terms. 


Wigan in 


salvage 


operation 


Dave Hadfield says the end is nigh for 
Britain's beleaguered rugby league clubs 


British clubs this weekend have 
their last chance in this phase 
of the competition to salvage 
something from the wreckage of 
the World Club Championship 
- with attention focused on 
Wigan’s Australian campaign. 

The club made a brave stand 
this week by sending Neil Ccrwie 
borne in disgrace after he missed 
a training session. It would be a 
surprise if their anger did not ex- 
tend to putting him on the trans- 
fer list next week. For now, his 
absence limits the selection pos- 
sibilities at Canberra tomorrow. 

Terry O'Connor, apparently 
none the worse for being pum- 
melled around the head by 
Brisbane's Gorden Tallis last 
Monday, will start in place of 
Cowie while the out-of-sorts 
Henry Paul moves from full- 
back to stand-off for the injured 
Nigel Wright, with Paul Koloi 
making his full debut. Wigan 
face a formidable task against 
a ride which has overflowed with 
tries and, in Ken Nagas. Brett 
Mullins and Laurie Daley, has 
the most devastating attackers 
in the competition. Wigan will 
have to be at their best to pre- 
vent a bad week getting worse. 

Nobody in Australia expects 
Halifax, heavily beaten in their 
two matches so far, to raise then- 
game against Brisbane. Betting 
coupons are offering the British 
side a record 49.5-point lead - 
and there are stfll few takers. 

Oldham became the latest 
side to be heavily beaten in Aus- 
tralia, with Joe Faimalo, Fran- 
cis Maloney and Paul lopping 
scoring their tries in a 42-14 de- 
feat at Adelaide yesterday. 

Closer to home, St Helens 
have their chance to ease the 
disappointment of their per- 
formances when they face Pen- 
rith tomorrow. They could have 
Derek McVey, Apollo Ferelini 


and Andy Northey fit but are 
less hopeful about Alan Hume 
and Paul Newlove. 

Before that, two European 
dubs wind up their commit- 
ments today. Andy Gregory, the 
Salford coach, has promised a 
complete change of approach 
and “no-frills" rugby a gains t 
North Queensland. Whether 
that wiD make any difference is 
another matter entirely. 

Paris are at home to Perth, 
who will have been sternly treat- 
ed this week by their coach. Dean 
Lance. He was infuriated by 
their lax approach in defeat at 
Sheffield and warned: “Unless we 
get our heads out of the clouds, 
Paris will do the same to us." 

On Monday, the London 
Broncos have some reason to 
believe that they can upset 
Canterbury, who have not al- 
ways been impressive in the 
competition. The London 
coach, Tbny Currie, hope to 
have Shaun Edwards back after 
a hamstring injury. 

To wrap up what has been a 
saluioiy couple of weeks for 
British dubs. Warrington host 
Auckland on Monday night. 
This trip has been a rehabilita- 
tion exercise for Auckland, with 
wins over St Helens and Brad- 
ford working wonders for their 
credibility and self-confidence. 

This last match before the re- 
turn of domestic concerns for 
three weeks brings together 
the Swann brothers. Willie will 
be at hooker for Warrington, 
having been sacked and re- 
called during a chequered sea- 
son, while Anthony will return 
at centre for the Warriors after 
serving a one-match suspension. 

Auckland will be without Syd 
Eru, who has failed in bis ap- 
peal against a one-game ban, 
with Mark Horo his likely 
stand-in at hooker. 



Murphy 

hat-trick 

inspires 

England 


NICHOLAS HARUNG 


reports from Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia 

England 5 

United Arab Emirates 0 


Oldham’s Martin Crompton (centre) and Paul Topping try to stop a rampant Adelaide Photograph: Variey/Wilkinson 


League rejects 
Saints’ appeal 


World critics 'short-sighted’ 


The Rugby Football League 
have dismissed St Helens' pro- 
tests about the extra time played 
in their World Club Champi- 
onship match with Cronulla. 

Because of a time-keeping 
error, the first half was ex- 
tended by 3min 44sec, during 
which Cronulla scored a con- 
verted try. 

Saints, who lost 48-8, drop- 
ped from fourth to fifth in the 
European Pool A table on 
points difference and lodged an 
official complaint. But the RFL 
yesverday ruled that the result 
will stand and reminded dubs 
that they are responsible for the 
timing of matches. 

The director of referees, Greg 
McCallum, said: “While we ap- 
preciate St Helens' disappoint- 
ment, we cannot in any way 
overrule the final score. It was 
an unfortunate situation and one 
of the fortunes of spore." 


The chief of Australia’s Super 
League has accused critics of the 
World Club Championship of 
being short-sighted and plead- 
ed for patience. But Ian fiyk- 
berg said the lopsided results 
would force those running the 
British game to have a long look 
at themselves. 

“I hope the criticism hasn't 
hurt us," Frykberg said. “The 
idea behind the challenge is to 
make the game grow, to make 
it strong internationally. 

“It has been three years since 
the last matches between dubs 
in each hemisphere. And by the 
results this time it is obvious a 
huge chasm has developed. 

“Those involved in the 
British game will have to take 
a long look at themselves and 
make revisions. The critics arc 
somewhat short-sighted. If they 
had followed their advice in 
cricket you would never had 
teams like Sri Lanka competing 


internationally. They were weak 
then. Now they are among the 
best in the world. The same 
thing will happen in rugby 
league." 

Frykberg said the tourna- 
ment would continue to be part 
of the Super League's pro- 
gramme. 

“It won’t be the same as h has 
been this year/ "be said. “Maybe 
it wiD involve only the top three 
of four teams from each league. 
It should be pointed out that 
while there have been one- 
sided matches, the reception by 
the public in England has been 
very good." 

St Helens’ Australian coach, 
Shaun McRae, had words of en- 
couragement for British sides. 

“I don’t think the Australian 
sides have got much improve- 
ment to find,” he said. “Pm not 
sure we are going to see any 
more British wins hit we can get 
closer. 


“Hopefully, we have learnt 
from both our games and cer- 
tainly we can improve. We were 
prepared better for our second 
game and, hopefully, we’ll be 
prepared better for this one." 

The Bradford captain. 
Graeme Bradley, believes the 
odds could be evened up if Aus- 
tralian clubs were forced to 
play a similar number of games 
to British sides. Australasian Su- 
per League teams have com- 
pleted 12 of their 18 fixtures so 
far, while British sides have 
played six more games over the 
same three-month period. 

“When they bad a midweek 
competition in Australia, every- 
body cried blue murder," the 
former Sydney St George man 
said. “If you subjected the Aus- 
tralian sides to the same 
amount of games we play, they 
would experience the same fa- 
tigue factor and accompanying 

injuries.” 


The United Arab Emirates' 
Football .Association must ha\c 
known what they were doing 
when they promised their play- 
ers a house and a car each if 
they won the World Youth 
Cup. 

The prospects of parting with 
such expensive rewards reced- 
ed to next to nothing yesterday 
when England matched Mexi- 
co's earlier 5-0 win over the 
UAE in Group F to qualify for 
the next stage, no matter how 
they fare against Mexico on 
Monday. 

Helped by the first hat-trick 
in the competition from Dan- 
ny Murphy. England complet- 
ed their win 'at a canter. 
Murphys opening goal came in 
the seventh minute - a specu- 
lative shot from 30 yards which 
went in off an upright. 

David Lucas then spilled a 
free-kick to Kasim Mohamed. 
whose subsequent cross-shot 
was parried at full stretch. Af- 
ter that, England took control. 
Jody Morris could have scored 
twice before Murphy headed his 
second from Clint Easton's 
34th-minule comer. 

Murphy's hat-trick came 
from a 49th-minute penalty af- 
ter Liverpool's Michael Owen, 
the regular spot-kick taker, had 
generously stood aside. 

Morris sent Owen through to 
lob an arrogant fourth goal af- 
ter 51 minutes and the rout was 
completed in ludicrous fashion 
eight minutes later when ihe 
keeper lei a back-pass from ful- 
lv 40 yards bounce over his foot. 


ENGLAND 1 4-4-21: Lucas iPresicn): Crowe 
(Arsenal), Waftrock (Man Utfli. Cnrtte iMan 
DM). Dyer npswchi; Shephard iLeasi, Mor- 
ns tChetaaa). Canagher vljrawo»>. Gast- 
on t Warlord j; Morphy iCrewei. Owen 
(Liverpool). 

Substitutes: Jackson ileetfei tor train. 46: 
EneO (Wimbledon) (or Murphy. 64; Macfcen 
(Liverpool) for Owen. 64. 

UAE: Al Hammadi (Ai Yar«*. 46): A Abdula 
lAI Shams. 65). Al Kuwaiti. A A AoduHa. AI 
Zaala. AJ Baton 61 b, Al Arena. Al Sharhan. All. 
Moftamed. Ahmed. 

F NriraiP 


James Sceptical of Ryder Cup chance Birdies bring Nicholas the lead 


Golf 


Mark James, a seven- times Ry- 
der Cup player, holed in one 
when shooting a four-under-par 
67 yesterday as he tot* joint third 
place after two rounds of the \fol- 
vo German Open in Stuttgart. 

Yet he virtually ruled himself 
out of makmg the European 
team again even though he is in 
21st place in the Ryder Cup 


points table. Victory here would 
catapault him into ninth spot. 

James, three strokes behind 
the Spaniard Ignacio Garrido, 
who shot 67 yesterday for a 10- 
under-par 132, said: “I'm not 
even remotely in the running for 
the Ryder Cup team so I’m not 
even thinking about iL I think 
you need at least 350,000 points 
and I would have to win here 
and then another £100.000." 

ffidey-based James, as a win- 


ner of 18 Ibur events, including 
the Spanish Open less than 
two months ago, seems over- 
pessimistic, with 11 counting 
tournaments before the team is 
chosen. 

Despite his good round it was 
realty an unlucky day for James. 
He baled in one at the 194-yard 
eighth bole with a five-iron, his 
first ace in a European Tour 
event, but picked the wrong 
bole. Had be holed out al the 


short 17th, he would have won 
a £20,000 VWvo car. His ace yes- 
terday earned him only a hand- 
shake from Ian Woosnam and 
Sven S truver, bis playing part- 
ners. 

As for the two majors win- 
ners in tbe field, Bernhard 
Langer, seeking a 10th Tour vic- 
tory in his native Germany, shot 
69 for 139, seven off the pace, 
and Ian Woosnam also shot 69 
for 140. 


Alison Nicholas, of Britain, 
shot her third-consecutive 
round of 68 to move dear of tbe 
field at the Brian Masters hi 
France yesterday. 

With a 12-under-par, three- 
round aggregate of 204, 
Nicholas leads by one stroke 
from the Japanese Hiromi 
Kobayashi, with Joanne Moricy, 
of Cheshire, third on 20S. 

Nicholas started the day two 
strokes behind Morley but de- 
spite taking three putts on the 


first hole and dropping a shot, 
she knocked in eight birdies to 
take the outright lead. 

Nicholas, who defends her 
Irish Open title next week, 
tbree-puued at tbe sixth but was 
out in 32 and two strokes ahead 
of Kobayashi. At the long 18th 
Kobayashi looked set to draw- 
level when Nicholas hit her 
three-wood second shot mto the 
sand. But she splashed out to 
eight feet and holed her birdie 
putt to stay ahead. 


“Another 6S would be nice to- 
morrow," Nicholas said. “1 am 
playing well but was between 
clubs a number of times today, 
which accounted for three of my 
four bogeys." 

The defending champion. 
Laura Danes, armed with a new 
putter, had four birdies in a 70 
but remains 10 strokes off the 
lead. “I hit 15 greens but noth- 
ing is going for me." said 
Davies, who drove out of 
bounds on the ninth hole. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Bowls 


Wales defy title hopefuls 

maining before the Welsh skip. 


England’s hopes of recapturing 
the women’s Home Interna- 
tional Championship suff- 
ered a setback in Ayr yesterday 
when they could onty draw 
their opening game 113-1 IJ 
with Wales. 

Tbe former champions, who 
lost the title to Scotland last 
year, looked to have scraped a 

narrow win after ‘raping 45-21 
after five ends and 67-43 at hatt- 


Judith "Wason, produced the 
:n wit! 


way. . , . 

They recovered 10 lead 

113-108 with just one rink re- 


shot of the match with her last 
bow] against Doreen Hankin. 
That gave her a five for a 23-18 
victory and tied the team scores. 

Tbe defending champions, 
Scotland, finished ahead on 
four of the six rinks as they com- 
fortably beat Ireland 137-100. 
Top scorer Roberta Hutchison 
led the way with a 28-9 win over 
Maureen Fearon, while Sarah 
Gourlay defeated Chrissie 
O’Gonnan 24-11, further wins 
coming from Liz Dickson and 
Joyce LindOrtS. 


Keller resigns at Claymores 

American FootbaH 


Michael Keller has resigned as 
general manager of the Scottish 
Claymores after two years m 

Yesterday he said: fed ital 
the time has come for me to 
move on and pursue opportu- 
nities back in America. My two 
seasons with the Oaymores 
have been memorable. 

“The satisfaction of turning 

the franchise around and putting 

it on the right track will stay wth 
ma monu vears to come. 


their 10 games in the inaugur- 
al 1995 season into World Bowl 
Champions last year. 

The World League presi- 
denL-OIivcr Luck, paid tribute 
to Keller, who has served in key 


positions in three professional 
American football leagi 


U I'll - „ 

me foe many yeare to come. 

Keller was instrumental m 
turning a team that lost eight of 


_ leagues dur- 

ing his 26-year career. 

“Mike has done a very solid 
job in Scotland." said Luck. 
“Wfe will miss his leadership and 
enthusiasm. “The Claymores 
have consistently improved in 
each of their three seasons and 
Stage d a very successful cham- 
pionship game at Murrayficld 
last year." 


Doohan asks 
rivals to make 
him an offer 

Motorcycling 


Australia's three-tiroes world 
champion Michael Doohan 
seems ready to start an auction 
for his services next season af- 
ter confirming yesterday that be 
has put his retirement plans on 
hold. 

The 32-year-old Honda rid- 
er. who leads this year's cham- 
pionship by 43 points from his 
team-mate Alex Crivflle of 
Spain after six rounds, said he 
would listen to offers from rival 
teams. The other guys {teams] 
are pretty desperate for some re- 
sults. They might pull something 
big out." Doohan said. 

Doohan. who had hinted that 
he would retire al the end of the 
1997 season, said he would 
make a decision about his future 



most needed to be amputated 
after a high-speed crash at As- 
$cn in 1992. did noLnile out stay- 
ing with Honda, the team he has 
helped lift to a position of dom- 
ination. “Honda always put their 
money where their mouth is,” 
said Doohan. who is reportedly 
paid JEL8 million a season by the 
Japanese manufacturer. 


A«nCMN LEAGUE: Seat* 2 Tme 1; Amtem 
4 OoHaM 3 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Colorado B San D*go 4: 
Mem Voile &*s T PtfBOutfi & Son Francdco 5 
UJ6An*jtes2. 


Aventura to La tends. Stan dm# Mai); 1 C 
aoMOman IGB) Bmn A2soc 2 A L Caere tS0> 
+ 12aec 3 A Garmenda rSwsame nme. lead- 
• waraB wnitaar 1 Branwnan 3rt Gmn 


69 67 E& aoe J Mcrty S7 67 74. 30» A Ajcoa 
2, 2USU 




2 Caseo +12*cJ Gamond* awm 


Basketball 

Vtothttig Bears will go out of business 
unless They can secure a major cash 
injection by mid-July The Budweiser 
leagie dub, wbo won three consecu- 
we Wembley championship play-off fl- 
oes from 1903. have been seeking a 
£35,000 f^ant from Worthing Boroujji 
Council after being put up for sale. 


Footbafl 

COM AMOBCA Oroup C (Santa Cn« BoMat: 
fctenco l tL Hewapdcoen lSi Co® t w* 


Bowls 

WOMBTS HOME MRMMTIOHAL CHAJ4M- 
ONSMP (Apr, Set Hi nfl : Sagtant ife*ar an 
Wk 113-113 Cngand daps « N StwwtoH 
to B Worjpn 17-20: M Seete toa a C 
19-22: W Law ta A Damon 22-21: M Pika bt 
G Mies 20-17; D Harter las to \ Whoa 18- 
23:SPaabiRJonesl7-i0i;SoatiaadMa» 
tend 137-1PP r S codend a tes IteRHoMmon 
ot MFfcarort 284: JUndOn* Mil Johnston 20- 
1ft SGaaiw M C O-Gemwn 24-H I Bennett 
tae »P Note 13-24; O ter to PUtaxrogv 
23-24; L DkMon Bt J Muteoteno 23-13). 
CROWN (BCEN WOMEN’S EVENT {Mtetwtoo, 
BtetfqwoQ TbM-rouod wteomB Coupe 
(wastn-tedM). 8 Steps (Teen), B Rated# 
ifttenm. M Green (HonoMon). u peste 
(Sheftew), 1 1 haem ffnaMDn), P ftemtnne 
(Wmttisn), 0 teens (Leyfentfl 


Aagmu; 

mm jC ocfr at acgi ^: to urer « Meoax ( S a nta 

WORLD you™ a i WW O M te t teal ayi te l 
Dm# E> (Ruapcae): Japan 6 (Ono 3. 23, Naka- 
nua & Jap 7S, FtAUte 69, Nap 9ft Con ftc« 
2 (ledeena 28. S<*s 56n Sown 2 (i Du (to- 
dm#ie>29. ^ PVaojayl iMonmgo62). Oreop 
E Opted: Afflenww 3 Iwrneo 32. Rfluettw S&t 
Cwutel(Bem44kAuaafcal<Mnpp90iitev 
(OTaaret*>PUs*arBtfMftM(y 


Shy 7. 34, 49. Oman I 
hob Emaams a 


. Ya 


1100 

saw- 

Unted 


Spate 

Japan 2 

Mnww 2 

Coca Hka J 


PW o L 

2 0 0 


0 1 

1 1 
1 1 


APt» 

2 d 
4 9 

3 l 
7 1 


Steep E 


..~2 

2 


.2 2 


KvOT” 
Grew F 


0 0 
1 0 
1 1 
0 2 


Cycling 

«U£ WWW W IS bi l UI OHAl WEEK: ltenite 
tamteOMi read mUlCotes 1C Morel 

iftl a 3535; 1 J Winn (WM + XBsee; a B S«b 


•my Coact — 
UAE 


_2 

2 


..-2 
— 2 


0 0 
1 0 
1 1 
0 2 


7 i e 
6 14 
2 3 1 
0 10 0 


(U$1 67 7D 72. 211 S Vttiutfl (Aus> 70 69 72. 
212 E Knun ISpI 73 Tl 6£t k Mesial 72 73 
69. H NfcWGon (5 p«) 72 TO TO. (0S> 

7467712J3TJoteson707667:U-Ldelaren- 
OffH 73 69 71. 234 L Dares 741070! CSain- 
sam (SMI 74 69 71; l Hawney 71 TO 73. 235 
L linten iausj 76 70 6ft P Snarer *&»> 71 

72 72: W Koch (Gen 73 70 72: C H, Kotr ,5-ei 

71 71 73. 210 L8m* «Ci 71 76 70. 227 V 
SkrftnerftJS) 726877-21£AS0rEf5aRi iSae; 

74 74 TftFPieiAusi 76 72 TO: A&Smo ISae' 

73 73 72; J Fates 72 73 73: Ml Kr«r: UtuS) 

75 71 72: L fa*ak«r> 74 To 74: V K?»tn ££«*! 

72 70 70. 210 WDoe 74 72 73: Niouen ites; 

73 72 74; P Mewuruouue (Fn 77 67 7b. 220 
i Mm (Aus) 77 71 72: G Steavt 78 70 72: L 
Meran (US) 72 75 73: C DOUR lAai 72 73 
75; U litfm lAusi 71 73 76: K Ovo ;Der! 75 
69 76. 

GLENMUM CLUB PROFESSIONAL CHAMft- 
ONSWP (Nattnp PteK Ctactal UMteoctl. 
■tecdmmM B Rmmet iTnrtnan Pany 
7068 64 66. 27BPWS9cte0i fHanunnelteto 
67 70 72 67. 277 S BonrenSaanarne Usoaei 
7S 65 70 67. 278 IY McCPB (Ttape fteSl 72 
£6 69 69 280 W boflgrw (Sta^WTi 70 88 

72 70.28LH8(mn{Md-Heflbi6668 7t 76 
F FcDng (Enfcefcfl 63 69 70 74 Rttw iCatafi 

73 68 7 1 69 C tea nftHten 7 1 68 69 73. 282 
D Steward (htetail 63 72 70 71 J Mans 
(PKSft* Phi 70 GS 70 73 A Wetsa l&oaflj 
71 68 71 T2. 

B UCK OABBCff teBcR c tere; Hart— t Ml): 
Lndtag ftstmud mrc* (US mfcso cm- 

•d* 64 E as (SAK 88 8 F«*5 67 P Adre*. 
J UaawLV&ngr (fr:, , Fwfc 68 B J 
Cans. B Gtttr. S C Rue. P Jontte. F 
Funk. T Tata. I Mar. R Atareon lure); 70 C 
Pany (tefti. R Fiewocn. U Rad. 8 Densia*, F 
Noddo (NO. J Slum, L Jmen. 6 GaDefjjer. H 


Mugen. The team's owner, Alain Prost, 
has spoken to Brundfe following Olivi- 
er ferns' accident in last Sunday's Ca- 
nadian Grand Prix. but he seems 
certain to gue the vacant seat to the 
French dnvec Emmanuel Ctdlard. 


(Europe) 


CactWnd, 
Salted __ 
Lands 


26 22 2 
12 23 O 
30 66 0 
8 50 0 
28 76 O 
30 96 O 


WOULD CUP REGATTA (Parte) Mate States 

tfclfip 


S pe e d w ay 


cede (Vtanar to aamMnaia) Heat: 

iStateg 7mn OS 62set Haat 2: F Btefen Won 
7:07.26. Haat 3: i Ab (Egj 7:02.29. 
ft a p i rhadte (Ifcct ttraa to aareMinala}: 
Haat me Start! ICS) 7:12.4ft 2 J Mown 
lUS) 7:1501; 3 NTs© iRtcm 7U6S3: Haat 
ft 1 F KowH IFn 7:14.07: 2 L Corns BeO 
7:19-85: 3 V lamanjue (Fit 7:21.13. Heat ft 
1 ARertows ftaO 7:1305: 2 H Nwasanwr 


FROira LEAGUE: Po st po n ed (srat rn oeted 
tec*): (Mom ir Sate 


AMATEUR LEAGUE Postponed fructelrqwl 
tncfo: OttM V ftreon WeSan Wamors itonson 
end Eaton u M4 Raawi EkncNro St-tencand Sov 


eon). 


THURSaorS MEHESIJUS: ate ln«K 
53Srtdan37. 


«Aut)7:t&33;3UVkareesdte»i7J&77.Ca(. 
toae poke {ataMrei to feel) Here ft Fare* 


62097. Heat 2: Utuna 6L4183. 
rtmdrte ante ffraf nwae In iemi fitei) Ht.»i 
1: t Smxitm 62841; 2 Fiance 62025: 
3 Mand 62724. Haat ft 1 Gemcaiy 6295a 
2 ftatee 53528; 3 ftaan 01 Kaioe: S Fotaey 
6:3729. bootee ecteh fl n iiere to bale} - 
Haat ft Norroy &2&ra. Haat ft Gemwiy 


634.72. Quadi 


i(W 


Hate ft BeUM M625. Haat ft Swtzertmd 
6:1123. C otea aa four ttenaera to flndb) - 
Haat ft Boon 602.10. Ham ft franoe 
6:12.84. 


MDC W« 0 d; Bltaft. S ftotev t*«. c ftnaa 
C R)mer. S Stans, 6 ftgies (Aim. 


&sb4CJaau*ft:ftPMenre«uttas-so- 
' 8 Hempate IGB) at 30sec. 


Con)aPtemodni>:68HemaMif 

WteKTBBte 7W Rtea: tC Pdae (M £1206. 
2SH0idriaaMe\Mu +2fcec; 3 J Stofcny 
jWfBtoaponCO +129. BCf wateonVoadgq- 


Goff 

VOLVO OERSUM OPEN (StBtl(vfl Early late- 
JncaacaodrorextaaereaiQBarMonlteBstm- 

S : U2 1 Gamdp ISo) 65 67. 138 M iarws 
67; V PhAps 66 70. 137 A Shotnne 69 
68; J Pajne 66 71; 8 Mft (US) 67 7ft R 6nsen 


MMSH Wa-Ndablt Laaftaf MC- 
maid acena (Ba or M nteeas atmae: 66 U 
RW 67 JHotean. R Stear tw. T teas IB), 
ALaBoueffd:KSftianL5McARsxi.MUM- 
m 68 K Sampan ©ert. G Owen. A hanMo- 


nen iFire. T Edknd (Ssej, j Pns iDere. M fMe 
iL USera B0. 1 SteBen (Non, 


at road noa Cteatebaahto (37.75 nhd: 1 
rrom AneroPaf L4ftl2: 2 1 Bswv 


MLMraneeiToMnJ 

tree iBtech County Wh) +17 hb 3 A brier (Team 
U4S* +38»e. Haaajn Vefl am (37.7S 
emefii IE Hc«ai pntond junen) 1:3628; 3 
U Scanlon (Ptend Juniore) +is*ee: 3 D 
fawga (Mtand Jmcn) m taro, vanma* 
roaa (37.75 aflea* 1 A VMw Manx Viuu wn i 
t»54: 2 E Mapny (Mm HCi same tone; 3 
u RDbm»(T-Rw 43ftac. 

TOUR OFOOkUMA b( atadto Mbvptaa- 


Wtel 71 66. US P Haumiud (Nor) 70 6ft B 
687ftST( 


OU.GCWim(A&j,M£ 

E Andmaon fS*e). A Cakan po. 


tene 68 70: B Date 68 70; S Torrence 70 68; 
S Caffi 66 72. 139 R Mam (NeBi) ® 74; M 
MotdNtf 72 67; 5 Uanejr (Aus) 68 71; S Altei 
lfas)b87ftBtefrtrScnTOeS,«OAC*t*- 
m ® 7ft Mwr (Can] 6S 75; I Mus- 


_ cento (Bret throa to sanri. 
»»: HM falEKhodetelch &t) 73205: 
2 C Gama (ft) 7.-54J8: 3 S Ctotan iteo 
7:57^ L Haat 2: l K Boren iGert 750,67; 2 
« Nb* 0» (Bun 7^2.51; 3 T HKen (Dert 
. 53 L5& Hast ft im Brendn iS*ei 7:43.6ft 
2GBaden(G8) 7«t51: 3CP*der(ft) 757^1 
ftap to ate (Rat three to aaad-Batda); X K 
fterimes (Nori 8:1405; 2 M Bmners ifeo 
8:16.41; 3 A Ssaer tGre) 8:1629. Daitoa 
•crib Mnaar to 8naQ - Haat 1: Swastand 
7KJ7.26. HHdft fintam (M Baonc G LnJsay) 
&55.13. Codec* prirstafooar to thri): Heat 
ftBman iSWBfcen L Eyre) 7:19.46. Hast ft 
Jttvnana 722.95. Ltfitwim deride acuto 
(tewaro to OraO: Haat ftftoRWM 72334. 
Heal ft Germany 7 l2L26. 


foials 

WHBLEDN QUALIFYING T0WNAJ4ENT Ifiotr- 

taBnaen} Man's atadlea. tldro rewd: H 

INOta t« E Eflcti H(rt M 6-4; C VSn Cars?, |B(ril 

b: P Tramacchi tAu&i 6-4 &3: o Ml iCi Pm) tf. 

P aousjne 1FW 6-4 6-3; W McGun* IUSI R S 
<USi 8-4 6-2; t laittom \fiusA til B Srrn jn iUS' 
7-6 6-ftL Henea tvtej w S ftoet (Fn 6-1 &3: 
R GAen (Fn III M Hd (Auil 7-5 6ft J Srisn- 
Btw (US1 bt B EDwnd (Auu 64 62:M8nu- 
pate teo M J Wnwh (Nettii 64 6 ft A Cwm»n 
iFi) h M Draper iAubi 64 7-5.- 
NOnwattM KITS OPSt QaarteHInb: 1 
Henman 1GB1 bt G SBffbre (SAJ 66 63 7 8: K 

Kurina (Steak) u S Oapar lAusi 4-6 6-2 7 5; 
C Ruttdsh IGB) In J SnRerMBa lAusi 6-4 7-& 
S Stole (AuS) bt A CTBten IUSI 7-6 4-6 7-6. 


Mot o fcycHng 

WORW SUPEB86CE CHMMPKWSMP RRB 
roaad (tow Uatoig qaaMan: 1 1 Ko» 
to (US) CanMHanda lnw «7aiOsee: 2 C Ed- 


i (usj tomena 1-4&088: 3 A 30% (NS 
--- j (USiYama- 


K« N* Mi saca ta to PMda, 

ISwaadi (Stovakl lnr 57ir*n 23snc 


rahnjiijt 


3 F Cntomi m; 3 F McncasW tft): 4 E Cas- 
i: 8 J fim (0B); « M Snanar (ltj: 7 S 


i TO: 


7ft P SpHend (Sari 73 68: u-a Janus iSp) 

70 71. 143 1 Mteor 71 7ft K Totom usornl 
271i P Erie* 68 74; A IGcr) 66 76; P 
pnsicon 71 7ft j i Sandetn (Swe) 74 68; M 
FIoobI TO 70 72: POuns (Safo 71 7ft G Turn- 
er IMS 70 72. 


CasDut H onda l:48J3Q:«Sftmi( 
to 1M2B2: 6 A ttnprre Uapnj Urosaw 
V48392; 6 Simon Opto K) torrodo 3m 
48434a. «s 8 1 wamn Stub t4M0a 


fluodwroi AM; m A Edb CPK 9 M Brtn M; 
10 1 Ftorea ism a4 same tme. Second leg (Port 


OM H MAST ERS g*an.FTMteol m arMite 
tea stMtol toatos tlM«BHd acaroa: 2 H 

A teliolas 68 68 68. 208 H Kotvyasn Llaperu 


Motor rrncfng 

Pressure tmm Rench sponsors s Me- 
)y to thwart Martin BrundJe's hopes of 
a Formula One comeback with Prost- 


Rngby Leagne 

SWBt LEAGUE Vha World Ctoi Oampt- 
aaatei Pari Bs AdaWda 1 16) 42. Oldham (8) 
34. AdriaidK Trias Cafea. Ha*. Maybon. S- 
Suns. WMemsui, Wht^ey: Goria 
WUmson 6. Wn^ey. OfotnocTitaa Fansdo. 
Matonejr. Topprs Goria Matonay. 050001 
POOLS 

P W D L F APts 

A il a W da— 3 0 0 126 30 6 

Ntfa Qaaanitaiid _ — 2 2 0 0 96 36 4 


Hnrire Martoare — 2 2 0 0 70 26 4 
Part) ... 2 1 0 1 46 02 2 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


74,327 


The numberiff people at- 
t»ided ihe four days of the 
fest Test between England and 
Australia, at Edghaston, This 
was 93 per cent of capacity; 
and receipts were £l.6m. The 
opening-day sell-out was the 
first at Eiigbaston agiinst 
Australia. 






Runner v Blade 

Chris Hewett on the Test battle 
of Gregor Townsend, page 30 


Lions braced 
for battle on 
the front line 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Cape Town 

One of the least experienced 
forward packs in the colourful 
history of British Isles touring 
parties will march boldly into 
the unknown at Newlanas this 
afternoon. By the end of what 
promises to be a ferocious en- 
counter with a Springbok side 
roared on at multi-decibel 
level by the most fanatical rug- 
by crowd in South Africa, the 
visitors will have discovered 
plenty about the reigning world 
champions and a whole lot 
more about themselves. 

Jim Teller, the forthright and 
occasionally acerbic assistant 
coach from the Scottish border 
country, was characteristically 
frank as he mused yesterday 
over the events about to unfold 
in the first Test. “Are we 
equipped to beat the South 
Africans?" he asked. “I’m not 
sure. No one can be sure. We 
are entering a tunnel and we 
simply don’t know if we'U come 
out at the other end. But 1 think 
we've gpt the right selection and 
in rugby, if you select correct- 
ly you give yourself a chance of 
victory." 

If those signals were rather 
less reassuring than might have 
been expected from one of the 
Lions’ inner sanctum, Telfer 
was being no less than honest. 
The tour hierarchy has gambled 
from the moment they select- 
ed their original 35-man squad 
back in April and they are still 
playing simultaneous games of 
roulette, blackjack and stud 
poker as Test time approaches. 

Many South African ob- 
servers expect the Bokke front 
row in general, and Os du 
Randt in particular, to give 
Tom Smith, Keith Wood and 


Paid Wallace such an unholy 
biding in the strong-arm phas- 
es of scrum, ruck and maul that 
Jason Leonard, second only to 
Ireland's Phi) Orr as the most- 
capped prop forward of them 
all, will be an the field within 30 
minutes of the kick-off. In- 
deed, Tfelfer himself accepted 
yesterday that if the Lions, es- 
pecially those at the sharp end, 
were to prevail, they would 
have to withstand a first-quar- 
ter storm the like of which they 
had never encountered. 

. “Because of the atmosphere 
that has built up around this 
match and because of the fact 
that none of the selected 
Springboks have ever played 
against the Lions, we can expect 
a crescendo of energy to be re- 
leased in the opening 20 min- 
utes," he said. “Hopefully, some 
of that energy will be released 
by ourselves but we know that 
our concentration will have to 
be better than anything we 
have achieved before. 

“Having said that, and hav- 
ing heard everything that has 
been put about on the subject 
of Du Randt and his colleagues, 
l believe we can scrummage 
lower than the Springboks and 
win parity. 1 also believe that 
with so many ball-players in the 
pack, we can attack them. No 
one annihil ates a Springbok 
pack: history tells us that teams 
have generally beaten South 
Africa by moving them around 
the park. That is what we will 
set out to do and there is no 
room in this side for forwards 
who cannot give and take a pass 
in pressure situations.” 

Courageous talk, absolutely 
of a piece with the startlingly ad- 
venturous philosophy embraced 
try Telfer and Ian McGeechan 
since they touched down in Jo- 
hannesburg last month. If it 
works - and success depends 
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primarily on Smith, Wallace 
and the fast-improving Irish 
lock Jeremy Davidson, standing 
firm against bigger, meaner 
and massively motivated oppo- 
nents - an exceptional Lions 
back division will indeed have 
a platform on which to construct 
a famous victory. But that “if* 
is approximately the size of the 
Western cape. 

Even assuming the Celtic 
front row is still on its feet rather 
than its knees come the last 20 
minutes, the Lions will still re- 
quire top-notch performances 
from key decision-making play- 
ers who were by no stretch of 
the imagination original first 
chokes. The permanent loss of 
Scott Ouinnell and Rob How- 
ley. and the temporary un- 
availability of the youthful and 
exuberant Eric Miller, puts 
such intense pressure on Tun 
Rodber and Matt Dawson that 
it will be a minor miracle if they 
emerge unscathed. After all, 
Gary Teichmann and Joost van 
der Westhtiizen are hardly 
workaday opponents. 

If the link from Rodber at No 
8 through to the quicksilver 
Gregor Townsend at outside- 
half ts slick and well-oiled, the 
South Africans could find them- 
selves on the wrong end of 
Neil Je nkins ’ right boot, not to 
mention an exhibition of Jere- 
my Guscotfs heavily patented 
pyrotechnics. If, however, that 
link fails to operate smoothly, 
the heavy-duty Springbok tack- 
lets - Ruben Kruger, Andre 
Venter, Henry HonibaJ] and 
Japie Mulder -will have afield 
day. A painful prospect indeed. 

The Lions may yet regret ig- 
noring Allan Bateman, the 
dasaest footballing centre in the 
party, for a game they simply 
must win to stand any chance of 
leaving South Africa with a 
Springbok head among their ex- 
cess luggage. Scott Gibbs is a 
thunderous tackier and his 
inimitably physical approach 
will be of immense value this af- 
ternoon, but Bateman enjoys a 
big hit as much as the next man 
and is far more creative with ball 
in hand. 

Still, the tourists have devel- 
oped a happy knack of raising 
two fingers to the prophets of 
doom: certainly, there is not 
quite so much talk of a South 
African whitewash now as there 
was in the immediate aftermath 
of the curate's egg opener with 
Eastern Province five week- 
ends ago. The smart money re- 
mains stacked behind a 
hard-fought Springbok victory 
this afternoon but then, who 
would have backed Tom Smith 
and Paul Wallace as lions Test 
props this time last month? 
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Greg Blewett (right) runs to congratulate derm McGrath on the dismissal of Mike Atherton at Lord's yesterday 


photograph: Chris Turvey/Empics 


Australia revived by McGrath 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Lord’s 
England 38-3 v Australia 


an unchanged side, the self-be- 
lief that had been so evident af- 
ter Birmingham was draining 
visibly as wickets tumbled on a 
pilch offering sideways move- 
ment as well as variable bounce. 
Only 92 minutes of play were Even those balls with “hit 
possible yesterday as rain in- me" tags seemed 10 find the few 
tervened for the second sue- fielders stationed in front of the 
cessive day at Lord’s. But if the bat, and it was not until 12.20, 
21 overs bowled did not feel like when Graham Thorpe hooked 
value for money, it was long McGrath for four, thaL a bound- 
enough for another full house ary came from a genuine stroke, 
to see that Australian Stocks lf'Edgbaston was all gaps and 
have risen substantially since deep blue yonder. Lord’s was a 
their defeat in the first Test, dark, claustrophobic place 
England may have gone into this where a recently vanquished foe 
match brimming with confi- had taken on fresh menace, 
dence, but it has been Aus- The crowd, subject to an ap- 
trofia's resurgent bowling attack peal from the secretary of 
who have so far taken the lim- MCC. Roger Knight, over the 
ited honours available. loudspeaker system to "uphold 

Glenn McGrath, at last bowl- the traditional atmosphere of 
ing with the kind of venom that sportsmanship a t this ground by 
has made him one of the world’s acknowledging the good play on 
leading pace bowlers, took all both sides”, were silent, dear- 
three wickets to fall as England, ly loo stunned by the mayhem 
put into bat after Mark Taylor going on out in the middle, to 
won the loss, were catapulted to create a ballyhoo. In any case , 
13 for 3 inside the first hour. by the time Nasser Hussain 
Although this was the first dine and Thorpe had given them a 
in 35 Tests that England fielded modicum to cheer about, the 

Second day rrw ptay Thursday) ■ — - 

AustraSsww) toss LOTUS 

BKLAND-FMbnines . scoreboard 

M A Bus^c Blewett bMcfrath — 5 «■ 

29 min. 26 toffs, 1 four Extra* (b 4 . nb 4 l 8 

SmfrfS ^ T ^ 0McGra01 "”" 1 (*>f 3, 92 rrtn, 21 °ws) —38 

tA J Sietwrt b McGrath A 

17 min, 13 Mis yotctctij. 

N Hussain not out 10 

53 nm. 32 ****, 1 four D A R CadcUcK D £ Malcolm. 

G P Thorpe not out. 13 Bowling: McGrath 10 - 2 - 21-3 (one 

44 nZ 3 S^ 2 to^ spellj: RertW 6 - 4 - 4-0 (nb 2 i 15 - 4 - 1 - 0 . 


rain had arrived and booked in 
for bed and breakfast. 

At one stage McGrath- who 
bowled from the Pavilion End- 
had taken 3 for 2 from 13 balls, 
including that of the England 
captain. The tall, bony man 
from New South Whies may 
have taken the wickets, but it 
was the freshly reinstated Paul 
Rciffel who achieved the most 
movement. 

Mark Butcher in particular 
was given a searching exami- 
nation by the Victorian seam 
bowler, whose cutlets and nag- 
ging accuracy broughi about the 
indecision that was later capi- 
talised on by McGralh. With 
hesitant footwork betraying his 
unease, the Surrey left-hander 
eventually fell to an inside edge 
that ballooned up off hi> pad to 
Greg Blewett at short leg. 

Before the start of play, the 
chairman of the English Crick- 
et Board, Lord MacLaurin. 
had presented Mike Atherton 
with a silver salver in recogni- 
tion of his record-breaking 42nd 
appearance as England captain. 
But if that was another nice 

UJ-3-O): K3spnwte 5-1-90 (nb2) (one 
spell). 

Progress: First day: Ram prevented 
play. Second day: Rain stopped play 
at 12.32pm. 

AUSTRALIA: ‘M A Taylor. M T G Bltott. 
G S Btewetl M E Waugh, S R Waugh. 
M G Sevan, fl A Healy, S K Wame. P 
B Reflet, M S Kasprcwtaz, G D McGrath. 
Umpires: D R Shepherd and S Venka- 
taragbavan. TV replay unx&e: 0 J Con- 
stant 

Match referee: R S Madug^ile. 


touch instigated by MacLaurin, 
it was not matched at the crease 
by Atherton who opened the 
face of his bat and edged an un- 
exceptional ball from McGralh 
low to Taylor at first slip. 

Until that moment the Eng- 
land captain had looked more 
comfortable than most against 
bowling that was extracting 
both seam movement and vari- 
able bounce from a pitch cov- 
ered with cracks. 

This pilch is one of many re- 
cently relaid at Lord’s in an at- 
tempt to get more pace into the 
square. Unfortunately it has 
cracked earlier than expected 
which, when combined with 
the extra sweating that has 
gone on while the pitch has been 
covered, has made life difficult 
for the batsmen. 

That said, none of the wick- 
ets to fall went to unplayable 
kills like those that had undone 
some of the Aussies on that Cist 
morning at Edgbaston. Even 
Alec Stewart, who was bowled 
off his pads by a ball that 
nipped back sharply from out- 
side off slump could not be en- 


tirely exonerated and he has 
played on this sloping ground 
often enough to know you 
shoulder arms at your peril 
when facing bowling from the 
Pavilion End. 

Ironically, Stewart s departure 
set up the day s most intriguing 
moment when Thorpe, edging 
McGrath behind to Ian Healy, 
looked as if he had been disr 
missed first ball. But as bowler 
and slip cordon celebrated. 
Thorpe held his ground, a ges- 
ture that forced umpire David 
Shepherd to seek the opinion of 
his colleague. Srinivas 
Venkataraghavan. at square leg. 

However as the pair ap- 
proached. Healy brought the 
ball Lo Shepherd indicating that 
he was not sure he had made a “ 
clean catch. In fact TV replay* • 
dearly showed the ball lo have 
bounced before reaching the 
keeper. But although Shep- 
herd never resorted to the third 
umpire. Healy s doubt ensured 
that the right decision pre- 
vailed. and Thorpe was left 
contemplating yet another re- 
pair job with Hussain. 
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By Sparios ACROSS 

7 Obstinate old boy ob- 
jects when recalled by 
Registered Nurse (8) 

9 Spoil broadcast by inde- 
pendent politician (6) 

10 Fever diagnosed in 

Soulhsea guest-house 
(4) ... 

1 1 Former pupil having ba- 
sic education in English 
from scratch? (10) 

12 Union leader in the Sim. 
poor chap? (6) 

14 A simple heraldic motif 
is usual (8) 

15 Girl has cross on chest 
( 6 ) 

17 Large number seen from 
behind cheese shop? 
Very large number (6) 

20 Card game originally 
played at the Savoy? (8) 

22 Get into new Aylesbury 
section with access re- 
stricted (3-31 

23 Arrival by air (10) 

24 Take a peek - see all 
right? (4) 

25 A couple of accountants 
going round one Aus- 
tralian plant (6) 

26 Multi-talented artist 
ploughing lone road (8) 


DOWN 


3 


Sort of pond in which gnat 
and ants proliferate? (8) 
Clever type originally not 
wanted by board (4) 

Shade arranged by' officer 
for us (6) 

4 For special occasion, deliv- 
ery takes twenty-four 
hours IS) 

5 Inept caper cut ty one still 
learning the ropes (10) 

6 One leading an ordered 
existence, relatively? (61 

8 London columnist' having 
a firm hold (6) 

13 One day in the middle of 
Avignon - goodness! (10) 

16 Most of Balmoral upset as 
republican ultimately infil- 
trates - it's unexpected (8) 

18 Looking for a suit? 

They're very expensive (8) 

19 Fresh meat sailors con- 
sumed (6) 

21 A trainee secretary about 
to appear in silky woollen 
fabric (6) 

22 Cat old Abraham’s 
nephew's seen around 
church (6) 

24 Measure ultimately ac- 
cepted by youth element 

(4) 
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The first fire coma solutions to this week’s puzzle opened nest Thurs- 
day receive ha rtb a cktd copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Qootalnras. 
A ii s ro s and whiners' names will be published nod Saturday. Scud soiu- 
liqns to Saturday Crossword, P. a Box 4818, The Independent. 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wbart London E14 5BL Pkasc use the box number and 
postcode aadghe your owa postcode. Last week’s winners: J Roberts. Grims- 
by: J Button, Chesterfield: L Quinn, Fuhrood: R Hand, Krttbory; I Mor- 
gan. Preston. 
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Jones lined up 
for Saints job 


Football 


NICK HARRIS 
AND ALAN NIXON 

David Jones, manager of Stock- 
port County, yesterday emerged 
as the man who will replace 
Graeme Souness as the new 
manager or Southampton after 
it was revealed that the Saints' 
chairman, Rupert L*iwe. was no 
longer considering David Platt 
for the position. 

Stockport confirmed that 
Southampton had approached 
Jones and his assistant, John 
Sainty. with an offer, and a 
source close lo Southampton 
said that an announcement is 
expected in the next few davs. 
Jones fits Southampton’s bOI as 
a shrewd, limited-budget man- 
ager who can spot a bargain and 
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ule he is not a big name like 
Souncss. his appointment is 
merited. He hud a successful last 
season with Stockport, leading 
them to promotion lo the First 
Division and to the lust four of 
Coca-Cola Cup. Before losing 2- 
1 on aggregate to Middles- 
brough in the semi-final, they 
beat three Premiership elute 
along the way, including, ironi- 
callyrSouihampton. at The Dell. 

Stockport themselves are al- 
ready looking for a new man- 
ager. with Sammy Mcllrov, ai 
neighbours Macclesfield, their 




first choice. Mcllrov euided 
Macclesfield into the Flxubatl 
League from the Vauxhall Con- 
ference la.st season. 

Plan's future seems likely to 
be ns a player at Highbury, He 
said: "I am now preparing my- 
self physieallv and menially lor 
the earning season al Arsenal. “ 
It is believed his managerial am- 
bitions were thwarted because 
Soulhampton wanted ,i Jull- 
lime manager rather than a 
plaver-ma nager. 

Platt said: “I still feel l have 
a great deal lo offer on I he plav- 
ing side." The former England 
captain has also visited Japan in 
the past few days and declined 
a two-year offer from J-League 
side Urawa Red Diamonds Ar- 
ame recently said he had 

the best players aged 28 and over 
in the country, and an Arsenal 
spokeswoman confirmed Plau is 
still very much part of the dub s 
plans for the coming season. 

Ronaldo’s lawyer said yester- 
day he had paid the four billion 
pesetas (£ 1 7m) necessary to re- 
lease ihc Brazilian striker from 
his contract with Barcelona. Al- 
though the payment technical- 
ly makes Ronaldo a free agent, 
a Uefa circular has decreed that 
only Spanish clubs are allowed 
to sign him without negotiating 
with Barcelona. Internationale 
arc hoping to buy Ronaldo, who 
is currently in Bolivia with the 
Brazilian national side. 
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IMAGE OF Few sounds are more redolent of summer than the steady drone of a bee. Here, one enjoys the taste of summer. However, if you find bees, wasps, mosquitoes and flies the pests that ruin summer evenings, there is 
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M artin Bell is an early bird. 1 spent three 
months running to catch up with him. And 
he's the one with the limp. 

Martin Bell is a supreme news reporter. Dead- 
line in 20 minutes? No problem. Never writes a 
note. Simply talks over the edited TV pictures. A 
staccato style. To the point. 

Martin Bell is a loner. He has no use for pro- 
ducers. A producer Mend put it another way. "Oh 
my God! Don’t get me wrongs he's a lovely man - 
it's just that he hates us." I didn’t care. We had a 
great assignment: an access-based documentary 
about the new Secretary-General of the United 
Nations is not a hardship posting. It is a plum. 

I had begun without him, winging into New York 
Last December on the day that Kofi Arman took 
the oath of office. “Tell us who the correspondent 
will be," said the excellent but cautious Fred £ck- 
hard, Ajmarifs. media man. “Then we’ll talk.” 

Martin was first choice. A good call, Martin Bell! 
Well that's different. Come on in, they said. Hike 
a seat Let’s' talk access. As in access-based docu- 
mentary. Martin Bell? That will do nicely. 

Martin. and Kofi Annan knew each other from 
Bosnia (Arman is a former UN head of Peacekeep- 
ing) and had a warm regard for each other’s work. 

Soon we were cruising down Second Avenue in 
the SG's armoured Cadillac, sharing hs thoughts 

a bouiihs crisis and that, travelling with him to Africa, 
takingour place in the -Roosevelt Room at the White 
House, talkingwiih himoh plans. “A friend of mine 
told me I had the job frornheU," an exhaused Annan 
recalled late one night after a gruelling day. But we 


‘Don’t mention the 
S-word ...’ Martin Bell’s 
last assignment 

The man in the white linen suit bade farewell 
to the BBC with a report on the UN Secretary- 
General. David Akerman was the producer 



were flies on the walL We had.the job from heaven. 

Between ourselves, Martin and I had ground 
rules. Rule Number One: no “S-words". Martin 
doesn’t like the “S-words". Sequence and Structure. 
Sequences are the events, incidents, exchanges that 
you film. The structure is where you put them. Mar- 
tin's view was that we’d sec what we got to film first; 
I could plot the structure later. “Nothing good ever 
came out of a committee,” he said, then paused 
studying his brogues. “Except the Authorised Ver- 
sion of the King James Bible." He added: “That did” 

Rule Number Two: “Wheels Roll”. As in Wheels 
Roll 9am. That’s when we leave the hotel. On the 
stroke of nine. 

I tested the limits, cloaking structural matters in 
a dozen cra 2 y euphemisms. One morning I opened 
with a grand: “Now, about the narrative flow ..." 

I got no further. “You’re about to use the S-ward!” 
Martin said accusingly. He was having none of it. 


And I tried to be on time. Really I did But on the 
Wheels Roll question, there was no question. As one 
morning the minute hand approached two minutes 
past (I swear) Martin was smouldering, "All my life 
I've attracted unpunctual people,” he lamented. 

We were an odd couple, this diffident, trenchant 
newsman and his slightly manic producer. But it 
worked for us. The painful truth is that we liked 
each other. 

Martin Bcii has travelled the globe. When Mar- 
tin Bell tells you you’re going to he thrown off the 
Iasi plane from Angola to Europe for 36 hours 
you’d better believe him. It wili happen. I woke him 
in the hotel at midnight with my SOS. He had the 
last taxi in Luanda despatched within minutes. 

"That was the last call I wanted to get last night.” 
he said over breakfast. What he didn’t say was, I 
told you so. 

Africa was an adventure shared. The UN lost a 


Secretary-General in the 1950s in a plane crash in 
the Congo. We recalled this circling blindly in heavy- 
storm clouds aboard Kofi Annan's flight into a for- 
mer Angolan war zone. Then the thought occurred. 

“To lose one Secretary-General in a plane crash 
in Africa is unfortunate," we chimed together. ‘To 
Jose two is careless!” Bonded by gallows humour 
our spirits rose for all of 10 seconds. 

Martin didn't see himself as a born film-maker. 
But he’s good at it True to his word, he left the 
film’s structure to me. When I showed him my plan 
he made one suggestion, which solved a problem 
and greatly improved the flow. I rook it gratefully. 

The title was his, too: The Whole World in his 
Hands. It inspired the music - and when we heard 
Elizabeth Parker's ideas on tape we celebrated with 
a glass of beer during happy hour at the Waldorf 
Astoria. 

Then, back in London, came The Vanishing. 

“There are complicated things going on in my 
life at the moment,” he said casually at the BBC 
lifts. “Ill tell you about it on Monday, if you don't 
read about it in the gossip columns first" 

When I saw his picture floating eerily over the 
opening titles of the TV new bulletin on Sunday 
night 1 thought he had died - which would have 
complicated eveiyone's life: it would also have 
demonstrated macabre prescience. 

Now it was his turn to apologise. 

“I'm sorry," he said. “But somebody had to do 
it.” The rest is political history. 

This article appeared in the BBC's journal ‘Ariel’. 
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The South Bank Brain Show 


F or the nation’s games players, the mil- 
lennium will be arriving three years 
early. This summer premises an unpar- 
alleled orgy of game-playing through- 
out the land. From 11 July until 30 August, 
Leicester City Gallery has chosen board 
games as the theme of its major summer exhi- 
bition, with game-related art, art-related 
games, and activities for alL Meanwhile, 
Highclere Castle, near Newbury, is holding 
a Family Gaines Festival on 17 August, with 
giant Jenga, among other things both big and 
small, in the castle grounds. Furthermore, 100 
years of draughts-playing will be celebrated 
in the the English Centenary Open Draughts 
Championships from 25-29 August in Wsston- 
super-Mare. 

All these events, however, will be dwarfed 
by the biggest gamesfest ever to hit these (or 
perhaps any other) shores. The long-awaited 
1st Mind Sports Olympiad wflj take place at 
the Royal Festival Hall from 18-24 August, 
with as wide a range of games of skill 
imaginable. 

Besides the ultra-mainstream games of 
chess, bridge and backgammon, there will also 
be draughts, shogt. Scrabble, Chinese chess. 
Go, gin rummy, mahjong (Chinese rules) and 
Othello. For the purer competitive thinkers, 
there will be competitions for mental calcu- 
lation, speed reading, creative thinking, cross- 
word puzzles, computer programming, mem- 
ory and TQ tests. And for the dedicated 
gnmes-players, we are promised jigsaw puz- 
zle competitions. Con tin uo, Rummikub, Mas- 
termind, Skat (German rules) - indeed every- 
thing from Abalone to Zaire. Contestants 
who fancy their game-playing versatility may 
enter the Penlamind or Decamentathlon 
events, featuring five and 10 separate men- 
tal competitions respectively. 

There will be two playing sessions every 
day, from 10am to 2pm and from 4pm to 8pm. 
The major sports, such as chess, bridge and 
Go, will run for five days, while minor games 
will be decided in competitions lasting only 
one or two days. Thanks to sponsorship from 
the financial services company Skandia, the 
1st Mind Sports Olympiad will have a total 
prize fund of £100,000. of which £10.000 will 
go to the open chess tournaments. 

The principal organisers of the event, Ibny 
Buzan, Raymond Keene and David Levy, 
have ail made their marks in various areas of 
mental competition Buzan is the inventor and 
chief exponent of Mind-Maps, a technique 
that enables the hard-of-thinking to get their 
brains in order by doodling their thoughts on 
paper in an organised manner. Raymond 
Keene is a chess grandmaster and entrepre- 
neur, and David Levy is the cbess-player/com- 
pu ter scientist who usefully supplemented his 
income - until Deep Blue came along - by 
betting professors of computing that their toys 
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The 1st Mind Sports Olympiad will be the highlight of a 
summer of games-playmg. William Hartston looks forward 
to the finest collection of anoraks the world has ever seen. 


would not beat him at chess- Together they 
bring to the organisation of this event an unri- 
valled combination of talents in the field of 
mental competition. They have been hying 
for several years to get this concept off the 
ground. Now they have succeeded, game-play- 
ing may never be the same ng ain. 

As the first of its type, the quality of the 
competition remains a great unknown. World 
champions in several of the more curious 


games have indicated that they will be pre- 
sent, butwhether the events wiQ approach the 
status of true world ehampionsh ips or will just 
be seen as an opportunity for some compet- 
. itive fun will only become dear as the entries 
roll in. The sponsorship from Skandia, how- 
ever, does at least guarantee that the more 
. serious potential contestants may be tempted 
. by prizes considerably higher than those 
usually on offer for the more -arcane games. 


Will this be a great celebration of the power 
of the human mind, as the promoters are 
clearly trying to portray it, or will it be the 
greatest collection of anoraks that London has 
ever seen? When traditional game-players 
meet high-profile organisation in the splen- 
did setting of the Royal Festival Hall, the 
probable answer is that it will be both. If all 
goes according to expectations, this will be 
both a mental marathon to rival the event that 
blocks the capital’s streets every spring, and 
will also be the greatest Nerdathon since train- 
spotting began. 

Prospective entrants, or anyone in search 
of farther information, should contact David 
Levy on 0171-485 9146or consult the web site 
of the event at: http://www.mindsporis.cn.uk 


In memoriam - in praise of the language journal that has come to a full stop 


V'erbadm, the quarterly journal for lovers 
of good English on both sides of the 
Atalntic, has announced that the current 
issue - number three of its 23rd year of 
publication - will be its last Its leading 
article by Adrian Room: “By Their Notes 
Shall Ye Know Them: A Look at 
Onomatopoeic Ornithonymy” is typical of 
its erudition over that time. Where else 
could one learn lhat a partridge’s name is 
imitative of the sharp whirring sound made 
by its wings on take-off. This sounds like 
a fan, a related word,” says Mr Room, 
adding “(Compare Greek perdix ‘partridge* 
and perdesthai ‘to break wind*.)” 

Under the editorship of Laurence 


Urdang, who must be North America's 
leading lexicographer/grammarian. 
Verbatim established itself as a unique 
source of authoritative information on 
every aspect of English. Some of its best 
and most erudite contributions came from 
Urdang himself in the form of scathing 
reviews of works by less meticulous 
authors. In the last number, however, it is 
the equally estimable Leslie Dunkling 
whose criticisms of a recent book of names 
include a particular mention of the 
author’s failure to consult the National 
Apple Register of the United Kingdom : “We 
need not cavil, of course, at the absence of 
such obvious reference sources ..." 


Verbatim taught me a great deal in the 
few years that I knew it. Without its help. I 
might never have known that bonurao 
hamu was Japanese teenage slang for a girl 
with a figure like a hunk of boneless ham; 
or that both Latin and Greek had more 
than one word for beard, but both lacked a 
precise word for moustache: or that the 
Thai for a condom is lung yahng amamai 
(literally, “hygienic rubber bag”); or that 
our word budgerigar was first written as 
betchemgah and was a transliteration of 
the Yuwaalaraay Australian Aborigine 
word gijirrigaa: or that arfogwl is the Welsh 
for “a dried skin on a post with pebbles in 
it”: or lhat the Anglo-Saxon for nasal 


mucus wa shrog, or that PG Wodehouse 
had been translated into Latin. (Jeeves, in 
case you are wondering, appears as Jaevi.) 

Without Verbatim I might still believe 
lhat “kangaroo” meant “I don't know” and 
was based on a misunderstanding (when in 
fact it means a species of kangaroo) and I 
might never have leamt the medieval 
Arabian proverb: “Never tell the truth 
unless you have one foot in the stirrup”. 

Laurence Urdang and Verbatim always 
had both their feet firmly in the stirrups of 
our language. They will he greatly missed 
by all lovers of gentle pedant iv. 

William Hartston 


Games people play Scrabble 

Professor Richard Gregor » g _ j bet he never 

Wittgenstein said ' 1 but ga^^^j ^^eTnstead it 
played Scrabble. 1 used to about lang « with - 

divests words of thetf is exactly ^ ] more 

which one can score * netaris®» where * the 

economists irt the gaaj e Rather like trying 

import^*! than ‘ ^ up and down ^-^^Tence-strucnires 

weather by pushing theM ^ be formed into se 

For writere, words are Kwcrute can be b .^Tk Scrabble for ' 
of meaning. SagMWJ th ^ ^ Couldn t there a ^ ^ 
way that a buddmgean ibe abstr act!y. *hat ma kes the 

interesting sentences? Or more^ u word ^ , 

propositions. “Proposition js a ve^ ^ * a collection of woros 

sylliness of syllablesor ^-ores? . , 

assign points to t0 a book by saying: This 

Normally you don t attach a n h n v n U ’re marking ■ 

book is (W good- - alth . ol ^“ ^umbefto somebody’s essay. I've 

examination-papers andaUotflU can refer only to one 

never liked doing that, because a numoe 

For a fascinating discussion < °f 26 (1997) of 

S5KWS find M: 

http://www.pion.co.uk/perception 

Don’t junk it - use it 

..... — Do you recognise these 

■HT diagrams? A few months 

HS ago, they appeared on this • 

Hi ■ page as part of an 

explanation of how to make 
a soap dish out of pieces of 
old dowelling, string and 

FM figure-of-eight knots. 

Today, however, they form 

> 2*5 part of a more significant 

0 = ss:SS \\^ lesson in the art of 

recycling: how to recycle 
0 ld ideas. 

L " This time, instead of 

dowelling try using 

broomsticks, and you’ll 

JJ, need a rather heavier 

kr string. Otherwise the plot is 

much the same: drill holes 
,n eacJl em * °* tbe 
broomsticks, then thread 
the string through, securing 
n R it with figure-of-eight knots 

XZzfl as shown. Leave a healthy 

two- or three-knot gap 

between one piece of wood 
— “ and the next 

When finished, attached 
the completed object with 
more st™^ 10 hooks on 
your bathroom wall so that 

^ jstkJ it hangs in a horizontal 

plane. And there you have 
it - a high altitude towel 
rack or clothes drier. 

Or you could use slightly 

smaller pieces of wood and 

end up with a convenient pot holder for your kitchen - in this case 
you hang it vertically and attach a few butchers hooks to the 
wooden slats on which pots may be hung. My own pot-holder has 
butcher’s hooks fashioned elegantly from wire coathangers. 

“Don’t Junk It - Use It” will now be taking a summer break while 
I browse bios and scour skips for more material. If my scavenging is 
successful, the series will return later in the year. 

Baum O'Beime-Ranelagh 
The games page is edited by William Hartston 




The latest issues of both 
Chess Monthly and the 
British Chess Magazine both 
give extensive coverage to 
the recent encounter 
between Gariy Kasparov 
and Deep Blue, though 
neither offers a completely 
convincing explanation of 
why the world champion 
lost to the incredible hulk 
of silicon. The bleary-eyed 
picture of Kasparov on the 
from of the BCM and the 
eye-witness account in 
Chess both confirm how 
exhausting an experience 
the match was for Kasparov 
- yet he had had to play 
only six games in nine days. 

For Kasparov, there is 
something about losing to a 
machine that is particularly 
draining. When he is beaten 
by a human, you can be 
sure that he will come back 
the next day, furiously eager 
to avenge the defeat. In his 
PCA world title defence 
against Anand two years 
ago, it was only after losing 
a game that Kasparov 
seemed to begin playing at 
ail. But when Deep Blue 
beat him in the second 
game in New York, it took 
all the fight out of him. 

Next time, Kasparov 
assures us, things will be 
different and he is probably 
right - if there is a next 
time. The men at IBM 
would probably do well to 
avoid him for the next 
couple of years at least. 

The British Chess 
Magazine (£2.60 an issue, 
£27 a year) is available from 


69 Masbro Road. London 
W14 0LS (0171-603-2877). 

Chess Monthly (£2.95 as 
issue, £29.95 a year) is 
available from 369 Euston 
Road, London NW1 3AR 
(0171-38S-2404). 

Meanwhile, back against 
humans, Kasparov has been 
showing his usual ability to 
bounce back aggressively 
from defeat. After losing to 
Kramnik in Novgorod, here 
is his next game. 

Black’s 15...b4, 16...b3 
and 17...Nxe4 was a very 
energetic way to defend his 
d-pawn. of which the full 
point was revealed with 
20...Nh5. After 21.Rxe4 
Rxe4 22.Qxe4 Re8, White 
loses his bishop on f4. 

37...BflI was a nice finish. 
After 42.Bfl QG it is all 
over. 

White: Boris Gelfand 

Blade Garry Kasparov 


ld4Nf» 

2 c4e6 

3Nf3b6 

4a3c5 

5d5Ba6 

6Qc2exdS 

7 ctd5 g6 

8 Nc3 Bg7 

9 g3 0-0 

10 Bg2 d6 
110-OReS 


22 Nc3 Rab8 

23 Rabl Bsc3 
24bxc3 Rxbl 

25 Rxbl Bc4 

26 Nd2 Nxd2 
27Qxd2f4 
28 Rel Re5 
29Re4Rxe4 
30Bxe4Gxh3 

31 Bg2 Qg4 

32 Qel Ng7 


12 Rel Nbd7 33BQxg5 


13h3b5 
14e4 Qc8 
15Bf4b4 
16 Na4 b3 


34 Qbl Nf5 
35QWJ+ Kg7 
36Qxa7Kh6 
37 Qf7 Bfl 


17 Qxb3 Nxe4 38 Krfl Ne3+ 

18 Oc2 Ndf6 39 Kel Qh4+ 

19g4Qd7 40Ke2Qxh2 
ZOgSNhS 41 Kd3 N£5 
21 Bh2 5 White resigns 


Na3331 Saturday 21 June 

r ~r 



ACROSS DOWN 

I Cavity connecting with I Layer (7) 

the nose (5) 2 Without feeling (4 ) 

4 Witer-jug(4) 3 Simulating holiness (13) 

8 Jury spokesperson 17) 4 Make dear (7) 

9 Value highly (5) 5 Looking ai l?) 

10 Abominable snowman 6 Doubtful (4) 

(4) 7 Unorthodox belief (6) 

II Throttle (8) 12 Quips (6) 

12 Without charge (13) 13 Goods vehicles (7 1 

15 Seeming (S) 14 Admits (7) 

17 Reflected sound (4) 16 Take game unlawfully (5) 

20 Of a uniform colour? (5) IS Eject (4) 

21 Teniaded cephalopod (7) 19 Male deer (4) 

22 In this way (4) 

23 Indications (5) 

Sfllnfioa to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Mattered. 5 Ores (Matadors). 9 Verbs. 10 Vault- 
ed. II Recklessly. 14 Change-ringing,, 16 Peppcrmml. 20 Huu- 
dini, 21 Yacht. 22 Pale. 23 Agonised. DOWN; 1 Maverick. 2 


Turncoat. 3 Easel, 4 
Hibiscus. 13 Agitau 


3 Easel. 4 Eavesdropping., 6 Rile. 7 Soda, S Sullen. 12 
13 Agitated, 15 Gaelic. 17 Rayon. 18 Shop. J9 Full. 


Love all; dealer South 
North 

♦ A J lf»73 
C*A J3 

OR 6 3 

♦ K7 

West East 

♦65 4K4 

( PKSh 2 ’2Qltf5 4 

•V 105 4 > A J 2 

*054 2 *109 86 

South 

♦ 0982 

7 

OKQ97 

+AJ3 

Put yourself in the East seaL with 
the advantage of seeing all four 
hands, and see if you can spot 
any way to give South a problem 
in his contract of Fbur Spades. 
Hint: imagination is required. 

A likely auction was: Souih, 
1NT (12-14 points); North, 2S? 

Ci transfer to spades); South. 2* 
(dutifully): North. 3NT (offering 
a choice of games); South. 4* 
fuith four card support and a 
weak duuhleton). 

West leads 2 against Four 
Spades, dummy plays low. and 
your ten holds the trick. You can 


Perplexity 

Next number please: 

3, 6. 11, 15, M. 22, 27, 32, 36 ... 
3.9.10,11.12, 17, 18, 27, 29 _ 

-% 4, 3, 6. 6.9.8,11 - 

What is the next number in each 
of the above series? A prize of 
the Chambers 21st Dictionary will 
be awarded to the sender of the 
first correct answer we open on 3 
July. 


see three defensive tricks, but 
how should you continue? Your 
partner is marked with T'K and 
can hold at most two more 
points. The diamond suit is the 
obvious one to attack but. if our 
partner holds the queen, he will 
have nothing in clubs and 
declarer will be able u* throw a 
diamond from dummy on a 
winning club before your side 
makes a second diamond trick. 

The only way in which you can 
worry South is by switching to 
0 J and trying to look like a 
player who has led the jack from 
J,J0.xor J.HLxjc. But that is not 
enough in itself. Declarer wins 
with the king, docs not discard 
one of dummy’s diamonds on a 
winning club (so your partner 
seems to hold *Q), and takes a 
trump finesse, losing to your 
king. Now comes your hug 
moment: you continue with 02! 
It is noL at all unreasonable for 
South to judge that West has 
held off with his ace on the first 
round of the suit and, playing 
you for Che ten. try the nine from 
hand. West makes an unexpected 
nick with his ten and you still 
have 0 A io come. 


Answers should be sent to: 
Perplexity, 77 if Independent, 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. 
London E145DL 

7 June answers: 

Algebra (real bag) 

Trigonomcny (tremor toying) 
Arithmetic (tit chimera) 


13 H IS 16 V is 19 20 1 1 22 13 24 


Winner: M Jackson, 
(Bournemouth). 



U 1 ) 10 v s T 


For the weather, traffic reports, the sky at ni ght, and Damien H urts 



4 * 


LJ> tjj 


We left this position last week with White doubling 
BlacL who quickly dropped. But was this correct? 

T ICr Gouldi *Z has a practice of 
showing his pupils a position and asking them if they ‘ 
would double. A few weeks later he wifi show them ‘ 
S if V?eWCd ?° m the other Sid®, and 

wouldn^A^b! ‘ d f accept a double - Many of those who 
the otoer d Th? t tTOm ° n u S ,' de wouldn ’t take from . 

** learnt h that man y mow 

(remember Woolsey’s Law) but also, manv more 

Pinions can also be taken. y 

Ssaa 

hapS he^'^hS 0 "'"^ so whatever 

sa&Svr- 

cube the right decli o rRotom, t0 J nak | accep ? nS the 
this position 42 per cent of rh r Sho f' Black 
cent that he Iosif- V Mr m J If!? but of the 5 *P er 
equates to losing a.K^hS uBLlfT" 0 " 3 ' 
opposed to the one point h^wih lo« he drops. 
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Alice in 

Nice 

Guy land 


/ / ake the electric chair,** 

■ ■ I said ! Alice Cooper’s 
1 genial, owlish manager 

I Toby, indicating a floral 

1 monstrosity in the comer 

of the sixth-floor suite at the Conrad 
Hotel. It was not, in fact, wired up, or 
plugged into the mains, but I could see his 
point: the armchair was at right angles to, 
and as close as possible to the sofa where 
a 49-year-old apparition lay, watching 
CNN. Alice Cooper at first sight is merely 
disconcerting. At second and third sights 
he is downright worrying. His hair is long 
and black like a bedraggled raven’s. His 
dark skin is full of shadows, as if covered 
in cobwebs from some par- 
ticularly neglected dungeon. 

His nose is hooked, his mouth 
tight as a fob pocket, his jaw 
sullenly unshaven. His hand- 
shake is like a claw extended 
by a momentarily sociable 
turkey. Most alarming, 
though, are his eyes, which 
are a weirdly pure Virgin 
Mary-blue with a phospho- 
rescent tinge. You can see 
some light switching on and 
off inside them, like the eyes 
of Mysterons. You can; imag- I ^ 

ine, with a shudder, sitting in 
that inoffensive chair and w m m 
having this corpse-chewing 
wraith suddenly leap 1 upon VlC 

you, fangs bared, eyes flash- 

ing. Frankly, electrocution ryxc 

might be preferable. fliv 

As first i m press i ons go, it’s ja ■ 

a strong one -and Mr Cooper I 

spends the remainder of the I 

interview completely subvert- 
mg it. A man who likes to con- 
trol things, he consents to 
being interrogated for 28 and 
a half minutes, after which the Bunterish 
figure ofTbbywfll re-appear. insinuate him- 
self into the conversation and then say, 
‘Turn that tape recorder off. You don’t 
wanna hear my opinion.” But in that time. 
Cooper somehow metamorphoses from 
the demented, senn-refired king of Shock 
Rock into a creature closer to, say, Andy 
WDliam&.Heis surprisingly good company 
- charming, forthcoming and thoughtful, 
even in his most vainglorious moments 
(which are many). He’s a very conceited 
piece of work. But then he has a lot to be 
conceited about 

His heyday was the early Seventies. Alice 
Cooper, the band, came out of Phoenix, 
Arizona in 1969, a snarling antidote to the 
herbivorous hippie dream. They com- 
bined heavy metal rock *n’ roll with deca- 
dent pose urian. The singer, who was then 
still Vincent Damon Fumier (he adopted 
the name to Alice Cooper a decade later) 
no need about in draggly make-up and slut- 
tish lingerie, while bis guitarist Mike Bruce 
played wild abrasive solos. In the Seven- 
ties, they stepped up the Grand Guignol 
theatricals: amid the smoke bombs and dry 
ice, Alice prowled about in tourniquet 
leathers, black gloves and a bullwhip, dis- 
membering doll babies filled with blood. 

He met a sticky end most nights in a noose 
or an electric chair, only to return re-bora 
in while tie and tails. Hewas, they sakl, “the 

most evil rock singer in the world”. 

Now he’s up there with Jagger and Dal- 
try, vying for the title of “oldest rode singer 
in the world”. The ironies of a man of 49 
still singing Tm Eighteen”, or “Schoofs 



John 

Walsh 

meets 

Alice 

Cooper 








Out” or “Teenage Lament 74" are not lost 
on Cooper. in a veiy strange gen- 

eration," he muses. “We’re finally watch- 
ing our idols grow up and get old”. Is talk- 
ing about himself being too old to boogie? 
No he’s noL He’s talking about his audi- 
ence. “I’ll sit next to a guy on an airplane 
who’s 40, 45 years old and he looks like a 
businessman, very stodgy - and this guy’s 
got 10 of my albums. And l keep forget- 
ting, yeah, that age, they’d be fans. They 
grew up. I didn’t grow up. But they’re still 
fans. Just because they fit into that part of 
society, doesn’t mean... that part of rock 
’n’ roll in them hasn't died” 

He is equally baffled by the teenagers 
who flock to his concerts. “1 
look at the first 10 raws of the 
audience and they're all 15- 
year-old kids. And," he con- 
tinued. wide-eyed, “they 
know the words. We’re doing 
'Desperado* or something 
and I look down and all 
these 15-year-old girls, they 
know every lyric” His daugh- 
ter, Calico, now 16, is a fan 
of English bands, like Bush 
and No Doubt. His 12-year- 
. old son Dash (short for 

k m Dashiell, as in Hammett, 

i || I since you ask) when asked to 

■ ■ name his three favourite 

Ich bands, nominates (“next to 

llwl I Daddy, of course") the 

Beach Boys, the Beatles and 

the Four Seasons. “He has 
wW every Four Seasons album,” 

reports his father proudly. 
“And he can sing every one 
of them". [Adopts warbly 
treble] “Cannnn-dee Girl...” 
( IfP f Nothing is said about the 
excellent taste of Sonora, 
aged four, but you can see 
where his argument is heading: good 
songs, well crafted, classic workmanship, 
timeless quality. Soon we’ll start to sound 
like an advert for the franklin MrnL 
He has scaled down the blood-drenched 
theatricals now, with the exception of the 
leathers, the whip and the straitjacket. 
After shocking people for 28 years, he con- 
siders audiences unshockable by anything 
any more. Tm sitting here watching CNN 
and 1 realised a long time agp that my show 
isn’t as shocking as CNN. When that hap- 
pened, I thought, ‘Okay, Tm out of the 
shock business now. that's over. 1 under- 
stand that, let it go.’ " And in its place? 
“Instead you just do the classic stuff. You 
play the hits. And they wanna see Alice 
come out of the straitjacket. And you do 
Gutter Cats vs the Jets and do the West Side 
Story rumble on stage-." And you make it 
sound like the records. 

If you buy his new CD*A Fulfill of Alice 
and enjoy its frantic, bombastic but crisply 
recorded showcase of the whole Alice 
Cooper backlist. caught live at Sammy 
Hagar's Cabo W&bo Cantina in Mexico; 
and if you’re told that he's cut down on the 
blood and gore count, the visuals, and told 
that he’s trying to sound exactly like the 
record, you might be forgiven for thinking 
ir might be just as fim to stay in as go ro a 
concert- If not, you can catch Alice at 
Wolverhampton, Glasgow, Newcastle. 
Manchester, Southampton and London’s 
Astoria in July. He’D probably welcome you 
with open amis. He likes English audiences 
because they discovered him. 

“Yeah, the British got it first. The Amer- 






Alice Coopen *1 realised a long time ago that my show isn’t as shocking as CNN’ 


PHOTOGRAPH JOHN VOOS 


icans just didn't see it. We weren’t big in 
America until we came over here. The 
English gave us a great welcome. Leo Abse 
and Mary Whitehall [sic] Lhrew us ouL 
They had the good taste not to let us in. 
They banned the record and it got to Num- 
ber One, and got America’s attention. They 
figured. ‘Whoa, if they’re that dangerous 
in Britain, we'd better listen to them.’ " He 
adds that London audiences encouraged 
the band's extravagant behaviour. “They 
encouraged us to do all these Hollywood 
pranks in Piccadilly Square [sic]." 

H e looks with a certain wariness at 
the British Prog Rock scene as 
exaroplified by Kerrang! magazine, 
in 1 whose pages enormous, hairy- arsed 
Goths and tattooed baldies gum for the 
camera and fill their videos with an Alice 
Cooper paraphernalia of babies, skulls, 
dungeons, leather and chains. Alice is at 
once grandfather, godfather and image- 
bank of the heavy metal fraternity. On 
Monday, he did a signing at Tbwer Records 
in Piccadilly, where the place pullulated 
with the faithful. And, of course, they all 
said, “We are not worthy". Everybody says 


“We are not worthy!" and wave their arms 
in fake salaams when they meet Alice 
Cooper, ever since the guys in Wayne's 
Worid met the singer backstage at a real- 
life Cooper concert, prostrated them- 
selves before him and intoned their devo- 
tions. “I get that maybe 20 times a day, 
sometimes 40.” yawns Cooper. “Even 
when I went to see a coupla the guys from 
U2. they started in on it—” 

It’s about this time that you realise that 
there’s a curiously homely, shockable side 
to Alice Cooper. You regard his bony 
frame and remark on the split-personality 
it conveys. His trainers and socks are 
immaculate, pristine white. His blue jeans 
are washed and iitmed But above the waist 
everything goes all combative — army flak 
T-shirt, slightly protruding hairy turn, metal 
crucifix. You think of him confronting his 
alarming fans whose fixation with guil- 
lotines and dead babies is rather less than 
bis own. You recall how his band never got 
into trouble with drugs, preferring drink. 
And wasn’t there a period (just after his 
solo album, liilcome to my Nightmare) 
when he took up golf and appeared on chat 
shows being urbane? 


“Yeah, but we were always the all- 
American band,” says Cooper with delight. 
“I mean, we were just a study in Irony. 
Everyone said. They gotta be gay*, but 
nobody was. They said They gotta be into 
heavy dru^’ but this is as heavy as it got." 
He raised his innocent bottle of Diet 
Coke. “They said. "Well, they gotta be from 
real degenerate families’ and all our fam- 
ilies were, like, real nice middle-class aver- 
age-as-vou-can-be families. Nobody was 
beaten, nobody was abused. We were real 
American kids.” 

T o complete this Norman Rockwell 
picture, one should add that AJicc / 
Vincent’s father was a clergyman. 
Vincent was bom in Detroit in 1948. but 
the family moved to Arizona where he took 
to high school life like A] Capone to brandy 
snaps. “Did you see that movie. Ferris 
BueUer's Day Off? About a kid who ran his 
school just by being charming? I loved high 
school. I conned afl my teachers into giv- 
ing me good grades. 1 was the class clown. 
I had great-looking girlfriends. The tough- 
est guys in the school were my best friends. 

I was an athlete, a four-year ieticrman in 


distance-running. I was in a hand... I hod 
«-vcryihing going for me." Did he study? 
“1 hated it. The things I liked doing were 
like art. physical education... I did really 
well in English literature, in creative writ- 
in S- But [he drops his voice conspiratori- 
al!}’] I just died in algebra..." 

A terrible loss to the world of pure 
maths. Cooper began writing songs in 
junior high and joined a band. The Ear- 
wigs begat the Spiders, who became the 
Nazz. who turned into Alice Cooper in 
J%8 when the charismatic Vincent decided 
he was the reincarnated spirit of a 17th-cen- 
tuty witch by that name. The newly- 
nunpiillaged and out-io-shock quintet were 
spotted by Frank Zappa who signed them 
on to his label. But as their career went bal- 
listic in the Seventies, two things started 
going wrong. One. Alice Cooper was 
drinking enough to irrigate an alcoholic 
desen: and two. the relationship between 
i he real man and his stage incarnation had 
become inextricably difficult. He hired 
shrinks who explained that he might be 
killing uff the ‘evil" Alice even* night, but 
the stage construct was forcing him towards 
alcoholic poisoning. 

“I used to say I drank to turn into Alice. 
Well. I was surprised to find out I was 
wrong. I didn’t have to do that. Alice was 
always there. The very first show 1 ever did 
sober was after I just got out of hospital. 
[That is. detox clinic]. The formula had 
always been the same for thousands of 
nights — make-up. bottle of whisky, check 
songs, show. And it worked, night after 
night If anyone' d said, you can't wear that 
or sing that. I'd have said, no that’s part of 
the equation. And if they'd said, you gotta 
take the alcohol away... The first night I 
went out on stage I was terrified. I’d done 
a thousand shows, all with alcohol and all 
of a sudden, they took that part away. I 
thought, what if I go out there and Alice 
doesn't show? Boy am I gonna look a jerk. 
Bui 1 got myself together, got the band and 
went out there and realised I had so much 
energy. I wassooo Alice. In fact, I was more 
Alice because the alcohol was taking away 
from the energy. And when I turned into 
him. it was automatic - but it was a dif- 
ferent Alice. It wasn’t a victim. Alice was 
always a victim. People were always beat- 
ing him. He was always throwing up, get- 
ting his head cut off. He was really 
wretched. This new Alice had a straight 
spine. The old one had been Maso- Alice. 
This one was Sado- Alice. He was in total 
charge of the audience..." 

Genuinely scare at these rant [polar 
moments. Alice is soon back in Mr Nice 
Guyland, talking about his love of the well- 
crafted song. Tm a complete songwriter 
junkie. Who are the great songwriters? 
Burt Bacharach and Paul McCartney, 
Paul Simon, Laura Nyro." Unprompted, 
he crooned an old Cilia Black number: “ 
Anyone who hadda heart, donk-donnggg’ 

- why can’t I write that?" 

He has no plans, for the moment, to re- 
position himself as a relaxed crooner in the 
style of Tony Bennett. Had he never even 
tried singing, say, “I’ll Be Loving You 
Always”? “No, I could never do that. Much 
as I appreciate people who can do Broad- 
way and stuff Tm brutally loyal to hard 
rock. I have fun playing Alice and being 
AJicc and I know who Alice is.” So, hav- 
ing no future to discuss, wc sat and talked 
about families, and his 21 -year marriage 
and how he coaches the “little league” 
school teams in soccer and baseball. And 
it was all fantastically comfy-cosy, talking 
to the serial victim of a thousand guillo- 
tinings about his desire to be “a great dad 
1 wanna be as great a dad as I am a rock 
star. I wanna be as great a husband as I am 
a rock star. I don’t wanna be confined to 
‘Here’s Alice Cooper the rock star'. I 
wanna be multi-eveiything." 


No groping, please, we're British 
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A t the first night of the much 
praised, but for me rather 
repetitive acrobatics by De La 
Guarda from Argentina at the 
London International Festival of 
Theatre, a notice outside warned 
that **tbe performers will pass 
among the audience”. What a 
euphemism that turned out to be. 
The performers did indeed pass 
among the audience in the packed 
warehouse building where the show 
took place. Bot the male perform- 
ers seemed to stop every few paces 
to grope a female spectator. A the- 
atrical device that was employed 
several times during the evening. 

Here I may well have missed a 
deeper cultural point that was being 

made. After all, it is highly infra dig 

to criticise World Theatre. What to 
yon or me seems like a; rather imper 
tfoent and abusive grabbing and 

kissing ofaudience members, which 

would not be tolerated in any other 
walk of life is, because it happens in 
a theatre, either allegedly lulanons 
or suffused with irony and deeply 
symbolic insights into South Amer- 
ican politics. But the expressions on 
the weary female victims around me 
showed that they too had missed 
these finer points. 

SeFK as I recall, is ran by two 

fairly feisty women. They should 







David Lister 

arts notebook 


have the guts to tell their Argentin- 
ian guests that, for the rest of the 
ran, groping is simply not on. Out- 
side the theatre yon get arrested for 
it Inside, it’s just as objectionable. 

Rumpolc creator John Mortimer 
tells me he is working on a television 
screenplay ^ 

of Laurie Lee’s Cider With Rosie. It 
is very much a labour of love. Mor- 
timer served under Lee during the 
War in the army film unit, where 
Mortimer must have provoked every 
sergeant major by having the word 
“scriptwriter" on his uniform. The 
two stayed firm friends, though, 
sadly. Lee died last month before he 
could be told that Mortimer was to 
bring a new version of his classic 
work to the screen. 


There has been a sad dearth of 
archaeological discoveries in all the 
rebuilding work and excavations 
brought about by the lottery. But 
this week happily one such came to 
light Touring the shell of the Royal 
Court theatre with artistic director 
Stephen Daldry before its refur- 
bishment, 1 saw that the plaster of 
the stripped-down wall at the back 
of the stage revealed the painted 
graffiti “Class Enemy”. But which 
angry young man put It up there? 
John Osborne before bourgeois 
country living got 

the better of him? George Bernard 
Shaw being mischievous before one 
of his many premieres at the Court 
in a much earlier era? Ora theatre- 
loving building worker fast week 
malting a wry comment on Stephen 


Daldry’s imminent move across to 
film production? 

I’m writing a treatment for 77ie 
House Revisited , a week in the life 
of the Royal Opera House. This 
week in fact. Monday: camera 
zooms in on Independent story that 
ROH is using lottery money to 
finance staff redundancies. Tuesday: 
fly-on-the-wall technique to hear 
Heritage Secretary Chris Smith tell 
a lunch tabic of arts writers in a pri- 
vate club what he thinks of the 
ROH management and that if they 
don’t show proper public responsi- 
bilities and increase access he will 
recommend their public money be 
cut. Wednesday; lake crew back to 
Coven t Garden for the bombshell 
announcement that Macbeth is can- 
celled, the first production to be lost 
for technical reasons for decades. 
Thursday; film the firm of solicitors 
hired by the Arts Council to launch 
an inquiry into the way the place is 
run. Friday: move crew back to the 
Crush Bar to film the space that the 
ROH with Smith-provoking timing 
has just decided will be reserved for 
corporate clients. 

No. Back to the drawing board. All 
those disasters in one week! There’s 
not a viewer in the land who would 
believe it. 
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Ready to spread 
her wings 

Welcome to the new Madame Butterfly. Her voice may be too 
small for the part, but Ying Huang's talent is too big for the 
camera to miss. Nick Kimberley meets opera’s latest screen diva 


Britain, Nazis and guat.-, 
Victory f° r1he She r ne 4- ■. 

She camps . ' ^ 

Glossed in translation:-. 

Indian writing 


W hen cinema was young, 
opera, some would say, 
was already in its dotage, 
but the two art forms 
proved to have an elective 
affinity. Incongruous though it seems 
today, the first opera films were silent - 
Gounod’s Faust made it to the screen in 
1903, and Carmen soon followed. The 
movie-makers simply filmed the plot, leav- 
ing the music to whatever instruments 
could be found to accompany the film in 
the cinema. It seemed logical enough, and 
no doubt there are plenty of operaphobes 
who wouldn't mind a bit of silent opera 
even today. 

Movie-making has come a long way 
since then, of course, but there is one sense 
in which opera films retain a kinship with 
those early silent efforts - the singers on 
screen are. more often than not miming 
their parts rather than singing them. The 
stop-start, cut-and-ediL rerun-each-scene- 
ad-nauseam techniques of modem-day 
film-making basically demand that the 
singers have pre-recorded their parts 
before they stand in front of a camera. 
(The warning lesson here is that of Fyo- 
dor Chaliapin, the great Russian bass 
who wore out his voice singing for every 
re-lake of GW Pabst's 1933 film of 
Massenet’s Don Quichotte.) That feeling 
that the singers aren't actually singing, the 
visible absence of any of the physical effort 
of vocal production, seems to minimise the 
voices themselves, to remove their pres- 
ence - a distancing effect only emphasised 
by the fact that most opera films strive for 
a conventionally cinematic realism. 

Frdderic Mitterrand’s new film of Puc- 
cini's Madame Butterfly doesn’t wholly 
avoid these problems - the vocal and 
orchestral soundtrack was pre-recorded, 
and Mitterrand strives to make his sets and 
costumes convincingly Japanese (or as 
convincingly Japanese as yon can manage 
when you choose to film in Timisia). But 
there are moments when he intervenes to 
remind us that this is a film, not real life, 
nor even simply opera. In Puccini, But- 
terfly’s wedding is interrupted by her dis- 
approving uncle, the Bonze - a Buddhist 
priest who, in Mitterrand's hands, finds 
himself transformed into a spirit hovering 
in the middle air. Later, during an instru- 
mental interlude, Mitterrand inserts 
scratchy silent footage of Japanese 
streetlife, in which kimono-clad women 
show their distance from Puccini's ide- 
alised Butterfly by smoking cigarettes 


with manic enthusiasm. These are details 
that don't remove the film from the main- 
stream of opera movies. What makes it 
more unusual is the performance of the 
26-year-old Chinese soprano Ying Huang, 
who had never performed in a complete 
opera when, as the last of 200 candidates 
at audition, she landed the role of But- 
terfly. The results are remarkable, less for 
the voice, which nevertheless makes a 
good job of disguising that it is too small 
for the part, than for the singer's ability 
to act with a subtlety better suited to the 
cinema screen than conventional opera- 
house acting, which still retains some thing 
of the rhetorical style of silent movies. 

Appropriately enough, it was seeing 
Francesco Rosi’s film of Bizet's Carmen . 
and Zeffirefifs film of Verdi's La Traviata 
that introduced Ying Huang to opera: “I 
saw La Traviata at the movies, and Carmen 
on video, and they inspired me. It was 
another world: the culture, the people, the 
countries. It was a shock. Even though I 
didn’t understand them very well, I was so 
moved by the music, and at that moment 
I thought I would become an opera singer, 
but not necessarily Western opera. 

“My first voice teacher told me I was 
singing differently from the other children, 
that I had a natural bel canto voice, even 
though I hadn’t studied it. When I was 18. 
I entered the Shanghai Conservatory to 
train as a Western-style opera singer. I 
spent five yearn there, and fortunately 1 got 
very good teaching in bel canto technique. 

“My teacher studied in Paris in the late 
1940s, so I was lucky -there weren’t many 
teachers who had been in the Wfest, and 
I learnt a lot about repertoire and style 
from him.” The lessons paid off when she 
was sent to Paris in 1992 to take part in 
the 19th Concours International de Chant. 
She came second. Then came the audi- 
tions for Mitterrand and conductor James 
Coition, current music director of the Paris 
Op6ra Bastille. Both were won over, and 
a new Butterfly was bom, albeit one as yet 
unlikely to be seen on any opera stage. *T 
love Puccini’s music.” Ying Huang says, 
“but Madam Butterfly isn’t my role - it 
needs a big voice. During the recording 
session. Maestro Cordon kept on remind- 
ing me, 'Don’t push the voice’. It was dif- 
ficult, because the music is so emotional, 
and 1 was so involved in it I wanted to 
push the voice so as to get the feeling of 
the role. Maybe in 20 years' time, if my 
voice grows, I’ll see if it’s possible to sing 
it on stage.” 


inexperienced as she was as an opera 
singer, Ying Huang was already, to her 
director’s surprise, a dab hand at lip-sync. 
*Td had some experience in China, where 
Td done TV programmes performing 
Chinese folk songs and some popular 
Western art songs - Dvorak, Mendelssohn. 
Strauss, Schubert Not all Chinese direc- 
tors were very strict about lip-sync, but it 
was good to get the experience.” 

There was plenty else that she had to 
leam about movie-making, though, and. 
she says, she had to learn fast, *At first. I 
didn't knew how to communicate with the 
camera, or with the other singers. Of 
course, making a film is not going through 
the whole opera in one go: you're always 
repeating, cutting from a sad scene to the 
extreme opposite, or you have to repeat 
the sad scene, try again to get the feeling 
inside to express the moment, then stop, 
come down from that and start again. It 
was real tenure." 

Despite her talent for lip-sync. Ying 
Huang soon found that mime was not 
enough, that nothing quite works on 
camera like the real thing: “You don’t 
need to sing on set,” she says, “but I did. 
all the time, and with fell voice. At the 
beginning. I thought I didn’t need to. but 
when I saw the first rushes, h was just not 
real. There wasn't a proper fit with the act- 
ing. so I decided I had to sing. Otherwise, 
the emotion is different. It’s like dialogue 
-you have to talk: and I needed to sing, 
to get the emotional truth. 

“At the same time, you have to make 
adjustments when you sing with full emo- 
tion - the facial movements mustn’t be too 
exaggerated. The director said to me. 
‘Don't overplay*. On stage, you can exag- 
gerate so as to show the audience, but, in 
a movie, the expression has to be subtle, 
natural. That was very good for me at this 
inL You shouldn’t look at the camera, 
it you should feel it, and 1 quickly got the 
technique of communicating with the 
camera, as well as with the other singers." 

However It was achieved. Ying Huang’s 
performance as Butterfly is one of the 
more convincing of screen opera perfor- 
mances. even in those moments when the 
listener is aware that the voice isn’t com- 
pletely right for the role. Forget the fact 
that this little geisha girl is Chinese - Ying 
Huang brings an emotional authenticity 
to the pan that cleariy benefited from the 
film’s authenticisl aspirations in terms of 
ambience and decor. “What makes this 
different from most opera movies.” she 
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Ying Huang as Madame Butterfly 


says, “is that it was not filmed in a studio. 
It "was filmed on location, ven* close to 
Tunis, in a town called Bizertc. There they 
built a small Japanese village, including 
Butterfly’s house. My kimono was an 
antique Japanese kimono - all the cos- 
tumes were from Japan - and the furni- 
ture was authentic, whether they found it 
in antique markets in Paris or Japan. Even 
the hair designer was Japanese. It was 
wry serious, and that made it real for me. 
It took two and a half hours every morn- 
ing to make up, put up my hair and get 
the kimono right. And when you’re in a 
real kimono, you can only sit there, so 
resting is difficult, and so is singing, of 
course. ’* 


Whether Ying Huang can avoid the fate 
of Wilhelmenia Wiggins Fernandez, the 
unknown but extremely photogenic young 
black soprano who starred as Jean-Claude 
Beneix’s Dim, strutted her brief moment 
on the world's operatic stage and then dis- 
appeared from view remains to be seen. 
Few singers of Ying Huang's age and 
experience get the international exposure 
that has come her way thanks to the film, 
and she is making the most of her suc- 
cesses, which include learning English very 
quickly: "People tell me I’m an elegant 
vagabond. Vagabond - that's a good a 
good word, isn’t it?” 

Mozart and Handel are on the agenda, 
as is an -album of medieval Chinese songs 


prepared for her by the New York-based 
Chinese composer Tan Dun. "Opera 
singers should extend the repertoire - 
audiences need new blood,” she says. *Td 
like to have the chance to introduce more 
Western music to China. Like mosr Chi- 
nese people, my parents don't understand 
Western music, but they do know that it's ^ 
noble and high-class.” Precisely foe sen- ^ 
riments that made cinema turn to opera 
in the first place. 

'Madame Butterfly 'is at the Barbican Cin- 
ema London EC1 (0171-382 7000) flam 
20 June to 10 July. The soundtrack CD and 
ying Huang's recital of bel canto arias are 
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Mark-Anthony Turnage 

The Playhouse re-opens with Anthony 
Clark's rare revival of Chekhov's early 
play, later rewritten as Uncle Vanya. A 
comedy about a family with too little to 
do, most of whom are desperately in 
love, the cast is led by Cal Macminch 
with Brian Protheroe, Philip Voss. 

Amanda Ryan and Abigail Cruttenden. 

Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt, two 
generations of cinematic hunks, go 
political, starring in Alan Pakula’s look 
at American involvement in Ireland 
shot during the on/oft peace process. 

Ford unwittingly gives house-room to 

Pitt, 3 trained killer who is secretly 
raising money to buy arms. 

A double bill by composer Mark-Anthony 
rum age. Twice Through the Heart is the 
true story of a woman who has stabbed" 
her husband, from the poem by Jackie 

Kay sung by Sally Burgess. Thomas 
Kanaie plays a mountaineer who falls 
into a strange kingdom in Clare Venables': - 
The Country of the Blind. 

Paul Taylor saluted fine acting. “Philip 

Voss is excellent ... striking Abigail 
Cruttenden ... Adam Godley's highly 
amusing Fyodor.” “Anthony Clark’s fine 
new production ... A more upbeat piece 
than any the dramatist wrote later ... 
should divert anyone,” smiled The 

Time s. “Clark's faultlessly sympathetic 
production has all the human and 
humane complexity of Chekhov’s great 
plays minus the despairing pessimism 
... Not to be missed,” insisted the FT. 

“A good company with a reasonable 
flow of jokes,” nodded The Express. 

“Never pushes the farce or melodrama 
to their extreme limits ... does not really 
convince,” judged The Guardian. "This 
interesting but undercast curiosity ... 
early, promising but ultimately 
unsatisfactory." sniffed the Telegraph. 

Adam Mare-Jones sighed at Pakula. 

“once a specialist in attention and dis- 
quiet. These days he is a rather bland 
director ... a half-hearted piece of 
work." “The audience 1 shared the 
experience with just sat back and 
laughed," reported The Times. “Pitt's 
accent, most convincing when he savs 
■aye’ is somewhat tested by whole 
sentences, 1 ’ observed Time Out. “A 
lacklustre piece of nonsense,” snorted 

The Express. "Political soap opera " 
dismissed the FT. “Something feels 
phoney about its contrast between 
war-torn Belfast and squeaky-clean 

New York," frowned the Telegraph. 

“Tries very hard not to fall into too 
many traps ... The two leads' 
performances alone make the film 
worth seeing," approved The Guardian. 

Nick Kimberley worried about Heart “the 
voice struggles to find a pitch between 
oei canto and expressionist torture, 

orchestra to provide colour,* ; . 
! ! e second P ie ce “succeeded 
- b «Tu r "■ the WOrk has pace and 
point. The actual standard of both 

™sical performance under foe 
dirKtion of Nicholas Kok was impeccable 
... it is again the lyricism that impresses 
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At the Playhouse Theatre. London 
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Cert 15, 111 mins, on general release. ^ 
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South Bank Centre (0171-860 4242). 
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The importance of the Harlem Renaissance - the explosion of African-American talent during the 1920s 
and 1930s - is not widely recognised over here. A new exhibition should change that. By Phil Johnson 


T he distance from Twenties blues singer 
Bessie Smith to Eighties smooth-opera- 
tor Sade might seem a very long road 
indeed, but for Richard J Powell, co-cura- 
tor of the new Hayward Galleiy exhibi- 
tion, Rhapsodies in Black : The An of ihc Harlem 
Renaissance , it's a journey that is not only negotiable, 
but one of the main reasons for the show's existence. 
“London was the perfect place to do the show 
because there has been something of a renaissance 
here related to people of African descent in the last 
10 or 15 years,” he says. “There are authors such 
as Caryl Phillips, intellectuals such as Stuart Hall 
and even musicians like, ah, Sade. These are fig- 
ures whom people the world over are seeing and 
recognising for their talents.*' 'Ey as one might, ifs 
- difficult to see Sade as a latter-day Josephine Baker, 
who can be viewed in one of the exhibition's film- 
clips. Dressed as a canary in a cage. Baker stage- 
dives into the crowd at the end of her musical num- 
ber in a marvellous white froth of feathers. 

But if the Harlem of the Twenties and Thirties 
has come to London for the exhibition and its 
related series of talks and events, one of the show's 
most striking features is the light it throws on how 
London, and Europe generally, reacted to the rev- 
olution id literature, music and the visual arts that 
the movement of the Harlem Renaissance repre- 
sented. For Powell: “In the pasL we’ve had a ten- 
dency to look at it as something peculiar to 
Harlem and to one decade, and as something very 
isolated in terms of just affecting and dealing with 
black people. But that is incorrect. In truth, it was 
a global phenomenon that touched not just Harlem 
but New York, and not just New York but most of 
the urban centres of the USA. It also pops up in 


places like London, through people like Edward 
Burra, and in Jamaica, through people like Edna 
Manley, and in Paris too. So with this show there 
was an opportunity to rethink and look back at that 
moment, and to realise the international dimen- 
sion of it, and also the intcr-cultura] and inter-racial 
dimensions of what we’re talking about." 

The reactions of Europeans to the experience of 
Harlem are a perfect illustration of how social con- 
structions of black America were hidebound by con- 
flicting impulses that both celebrate and denigrate 
their subject, and by a voyeurism that can still be 
detected in Robert Mapplethorpe's photographs of 
black models in the Seventies and Eighties, and even 
in the everyday treatment of black artists in the 
media today (the recent film Basquiat comes to 
mind). The camp-realist painter Burra -who is rep- 
resented in the exhibition - lived in New York in 
1933, and for him, Harlem was a typically eccen- 
tric liberation, “like Walham Green gone crazy”. He 
wrote (in his usual breathless style, for he had never 
gone to school) to his friend William Chappell, the 
dancer, of a cabaret where one of the chief attrac- 
tions was ** 'Gloria Swanson’, a mountainous coal- 
black nigger in a cripede Chine dress trimmed with 
sequins who rushed about screaming Clappy 
weather, just can’t keep my old arse together keeps 
runnin’ all the time etc and rush up to the table drag- 
ging his sequins up and disclosing a filthy pair of 
pink silk panties how he managed 1 don’t know no 
balls or anything as far as 1 could see.” 

Writers like Ronald Firbank, who wrote the 
Caribbean fantasy Prancing Nigger in 1925, Evelyn 
Waugh -who included the diameter of the jazz musi- 
cian Chokey in Decline and Fall of 1929 - and the 
American Carl Van Veehten, who published Nigger 


Heaven in 1926 (and whose photographs are 
included in the show), focused on elements of black 
life in ways that vacillated between the twin poles 
of modernity and primitivism that have come to char- 
acterise white approaches to blade culture ever since, 
from Louis Armstrong to gangsta rap. Indeed, jazz 
was seen simultaneously as both impeccably mod- 
em - the perfect Futurist noise-music - and irre- 
trievably primitive, a construction reinforced con- 
stantly tty the jungle imagery of sheet-music 
illustrations and set backdrops. But while Osbert 
Sitwell and Noel Coward cruised the fashionable 
Harlem salon hosted by the black heiress to a hair- 
straightening fortune, posh rebel Nancy Cunard pub- 
lished (in 1934) the remarkable anthology Negro-, 
which set the writings of many of the Harlem poets 
alongside an artide on Kenya by the young Jomo 
Kenya tt a, and a cover designed tty Henry Matisse. 

For the Spanish poet and playwright Garda Lorca, 
who visited New York in 1929, “The Negro, spilling 
music out of his pockets” was the most arresting fea- 
ture of the city. He wrote that- “Apart from the art 
of the Negro, the United States has nothing to show 
but machines and automatons." Interestingly, the 
machines and automatons are as much a part of the 
visual culture of the Harlem Renaissance as seen m 
the exhibition as the echoes of an imagined “prim- 
itive” African past. The wonderful paintings of 
Aaron Douglas mix strong rootife of African life with 
the Depression-modem*? style of Cubist-derived art 

‘ Harlem, 1934’ by Edward Burra; 

‘Cocktails’, cl926, and ‘Brown Girl After 
the Bath’, 1931, both by Archibald J Motley 
Jr (above, left to right) 

© fate Gallery, Archie Motley 
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deco, and the portrait of poet Langston Hughes by 
the emigre German artist Winotd Reiss places (he 
subject against a stylised background of tenements 
and musical notes. Elsewhere, Reiss's ink drawings 
of Harlem street life set sharply dressed gents next 
to Egyptian-headed goddesses amid an Expressionist 
tumble of chimney stacks and night-lit interiors. “The 
Ascent of Ethiopia” by Lois Mailou Jones contrasts 
the Nubian figure in the foreground against an 
orphic design of scrycrapers and symbols of the con- 
temporary arts. The paintings of Archibald J Mot- 
ley - who for many will be the star of the show - 
take the human comedy of Harlem life as their sub- 
ject, treating holy rollers, bar-room conspirators and 
blues dancers with Ibid colour, and the composi- 
tional exactitude of a black Balthus. 

The amazing “Tbussaint LOuverture Series” of 
guaches by the 19-year-old Jacob Lawrence is in a 
class of its own, however, so idiosyncratic as to be 
quite beyond compare. Now aged 80, Lawrence is 
the most famous black paimer in America, and 
though rather frail, he will be at the South Bank 
today, in the Purcell Room at 2pm, to talk about 
his work with Richard Pbwell. Though the series 
dates from 1937-38, at what most people see as the 
taO-end of the Renaissance, it acts as a powerful trib- 
ute to the importance the movement had in help- 
ing to rediscover black history for a new generation. 
Though the impact of poets like Langston Hughes 
and Countee Cullen lessened after the great 
Depression and the literary and political feuds of 
the time, their examples - and their failings - even- 
tually formed the basis for the radical black arts 
movement of the Sixties. 

For the British actor Burt Caesar, who tomor- 
row at 6pm appears in a dramatised reading enti- 


tled "The Dark Tower", the Harlem Renaissance 
was a secret history’, "Something l had to discover 
for myself, over the last 20 years since I was a stu- 
dent. It was a history which, like a river - which is 
one of the great metaphors in the poetry of the 
movement - had gone underground; no one could 
see it; no one eould hear it, and it took someone 
like Alice Walker -who was popular- to rediscover 
it from the perspective of the black power era 
though her labyrinthine detective work in search- 
ing out the life of Zora Neale Hurston." 

For Caesar, the black British experience of 
today is: “Not so much a Renaissance as a nascence. 
It’s really coming fresh from the first generation of 
black artists either bom here or having spent most 
of their lives here. It’s like the children of Africans, 
who are now Londoners, or from Birmingham or 
Manchester, and who speak as cockneys or what- 
ever. and it’s perhaps most marked among the chil- 
dren of the south Asian community with their break 
from the religious pasL There really is something 
new and fresh. Who knows how long it will last?" 
The Hayward exhibition provides a wonderful 
window on to a world that, while it vanished long 
ago. will be instantly recognisable to any student of 
rap, jazz or soul album covers. It is educational in 
the very best sense, and it should definitely be seen, 
Sade notwithstanding. 

‘Rhapsodies in Black: Art of die Harlem Renaissance ' 
to J 7. Aug. Hayward Gallery, SBC, London SE1: 01 71- 
9283144: recorded information: 0171-261 0127: 'The 
Norton .Anlholog*:. African -American literature' edited 
by Henry Louis Gates Jr and Nelly McKay published 
by \W Norton. provides an exhausriw suney of 
Harlem Renaissance literature 


Like mother, 
like daughter 


THEATRE Amy’s View RNT, SBC , London 


l • avid Hare is no big fan of arts 
1 journalists, critics, and cul- 
B tural arbiters: he once wrote in 
“ a Spectator diary column that 
ad to hate art ro work for The 
indent. So one of the gifts for 
he has been rightly lauded in his 
ulays - rhe ability to see things 
:he other person’s perspective - 
ways likely to be put to a severe 
hen it came to creating a critic- 
about whom the audience could 
idly in two minds. 

/in? in jumps from 1979 to 1995, 
5 new play, Amy’s View, looks at 
he close relationship between 
a winningly actressy old West 
ro (Judi Dench, never better) and 
her publisher daughter (Saman- 
>nd) undergoes mounting strain 
he daughter throws in her lot with 
die (Eoin McCarthy) a young 
•itic and wannabe director. Esme 
$ from the start that he can make 
mghter happy and tries to drive 
ir apart by betraying Amy’s secret 
ie is pregnant, a fact unlikely to 
yji well with Dominic whose work 
aticailv has to come first, 
t turns’ out, Esme’s hunch proves 
te. By 1985, Dominic has become 
pellcntly arrogant, power-mad 
rmind of a high-rating TV arts 
im me that exalts in trashing cre- 
ffort on the pious.prciext of cut- 
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off as public Spiritedness. Wit h 
uhing lack of tact, given the 
■d spiral of Esme's fortunes as 
: End declines and parts for 
>men dry up, Dominic also 
i the fashionably ritual dance 
ipposed grave of theatre. 

I act, set in 1993, brings the rey- 
- brilliantly paced both in the 
nd in Richard Eyre’s moving, 
chly rewarding production - 


that Esme is now a casualty of the 
Lloyds insurance disaster, with no end 
to the money she owes, and that, iron- 
ically, in the light of her previous scorn 
for television and its Dominic-shaped 
values, she is reduced to playing a nurse 
in a medical soap. Her position oddly 
echoes that of her daughter. If Amy can- 
not bring herself to leave an adulterous 
husband, Esme refuses to sue or boot 
out her live-in companion (Ronald 
Pickup) the man who, as her financial 
adviser, is the author of her woes. So 
what right has either woman to criticise 
the other’s arrangements? It is this that 
sparks off their climactic ding-dong. 

Amy's view is that you have to give 
love unconditionally and that one day 
it will be rewarded. “You never see the 
man 1 love.” she complains to her 
mother. Offered insufficient glimpses of 
a Dominic who might have turned out 
better, an audience could answer: nei- 
ther do we. The excellent, bleakly 

ambivalent final act. set in 1995, after 
Amy’s premature death, leaves you 
wondering for a while, however, if her 
love trill bear posthumous fruit. 

In the stark dressing .room where she 
is preparing to go on in a surprise hit. 
a withdrawn, sobered Esme, who has 
lost evetything but her work, receives 
an unexpected visit from Dominic. 
Having betrayed Amy. is it legitimate 
for him to want to make something pos- 
itive from her death by establishing the 
fricndlv relations with Esme she had 
always longed for? 1b hate him, he says, 
would be a waste of Esme’s life. If the 
final, magically theatrical sequence sug- ■ 
gests that Esme’s life will never embrace 
Dominic, there’s also a hint, for the first 
time, that Amy’s view is not entirely 
cock-eyed. 


Booking: 0171-928 2252 

Paul Taylor 


An embarrassment of riches 


F irst day of the Lord’s Test, Ladies’ Day at Ascot, 
Wimbledon four days away: rain guaranteed, and 
only an incurable optimist would organise an open- 
air concert (shelter for VIPs only) for such a day. In the 
event, Kiri te Kanawa’s concert at Hampton Court began 
in sunshine and ended in twinkling starlight, with not a 
raindrop to intervene. Someone up there must like her. 

And who wouldn’t? The reference books tell us that 
she made her debut as Carmen with Northern Opera in 
1968. but the intervening decades have only added radi- 
ance. and the voice still sounds pretty spectacular too, 
even if there were blemishes. The microphone sometimes 
found a metallic edge when she pushed hard, and in her 
first aria, “Sc come voi" from Puccini’s Le Villi . she and 
conductor Robin Stapleton didn't quite find common 
cause. Then on the final note of “Senza mamma" from 
the same composer’s Suor Angelica, the voice momen- 
tarily stopped altogether. 

Well, it was a cold evening and, until that moment, 
the piece had cxactiy the right melancholy timbre. 
Although Te Kanawa performs Puccini often enough, it’s 
not necessarily the repertoire that you immediately asso- 


C LASS I CAL MUSIC Kiri te Kanawa and 
Andrea Bocelli Hampton Court 


date with her, perhaps because, unlike Mozart, Puccini 
absolutely insists that his heroines are young and, emo- 
tionally at least, innocent. One characteristic of the voice 
that works well in this repertoire is its utterly adult rich- 
ness, antidote to the sentimentality that Puccini so eas- 
ily succumbs to. 

That same quality is what, for this listener, makes it 
the wrong voice for show tunes such as Richard 
Rodgers’s “You’ll Never Walk Alone”. She's careful to 
scale the voice down so that it doesn’t overwhelm the 
material but. instead, it becomes a mere breathy whis- 
per. unsupported tty the chest, sometimes obliterated by 
the orchestra (the BBC Concert Orchestra). Most of the 
second half of the programme went the same way, and 
when she returned to Puccini for an encore, the open- 
ing phrases of “O mio babbino caro" got applause, as if 
everyone were relieved to get back to opera. 

Her guest for the evening was Andrea Bocelli, 


another of the tenors to have been lined up for 
Pavarotti's throne. Amplification makes it difficult to tell, 
but it seemed a loud voice, willing to indulge in the mer- 
est hint of a sob, although not blatant. There is a hint 
of toughness, but as it swelled tn “Che gclida manina” 
from La Boheme we felt the thrill of an authentically ifai- 
ianatc tenor let loose. His blindness may. or may not, 
inhibit a stage career, but this is a real voice, despite some 
rough gear changes between chest and head voice. When 
Te Kanawa joined him for “O soave fanciulla” (fio/icme 
again), there was that pricking behind the eyes as the 
tear ducts responded, even if the duet ended on a sour 
note. It would have been good to hear more of the two 
voices together, but all we got was an engaging “Lippen 
schweigen” from LehSr’s (German) Die lustige Wfore, 
with Bocelli singing in Italian and Te Kanawa in Eng- 
lish. Very odd. 

Kiri te Kana*-a's ‘Solo e amore: Puccini's Arias' is mail- 
able on Erato 

Nick Kimberley 


Castles in the air 

DANCE Teshigawara: 1 Was Real - Documents LIFT. QEH, SBC, London 


H ow does one make people 
“see” air, which is invisible? 
That is the problem that 
Saburo Teshigawara sets himself in 
/ Was Real - Documents, the latest 
creation for his group Karas. Well, 
Marcel Marceau found one 
answer to that in his early mime 
sketches many years ago. but 
Tcshigawara’s solution js alto- 
gether more complex. I am not 
sure that he really does make the 
air visible: but what he does 
achieve is. even more than in past 
work, to make us very consciously 
aware of space. 

Partly it « a matter of the 
actual movements: often pushing 
out, pulling in or twisting. Rather 
more, however, depends on the 
uneven distribution of bodies 
about the large QEH stage, some- 
times leaving roost of it free while 
the dancers perform only along 
one edge, and leaving gaps even 
when they do spread ouL The 
effect is heightened fay the way the 
accompanying sound reverber- 


ates through the air, especially in 
a long sequence when it appears 
that howls from members of the 
cast arc picked up, amplified, 
lengthened and echoed to eerie 
effect 

There is almost nothing here of 
the physical objects that have dom- 
inated Teshigawara’s past work, 
the pile of broken glass, the col- 
lection of books and shoes, the 
heavy, noisy metal walls. The near- 
est we get to such encumbrances 
is when three men briefly wheel on 
metal frames that made me think 
of a cross between hospital bed 
and a market stall, and the main 
point of them seemed to be that 
they were empty (another indica- 
tion of space). 

So the concern is almost entirety 
with movement, which brings out 
Teshigawara’s sculptural as well as 
his choreographic side. Beginning 
and ending (90 minutes later) in 
stillness. It progresses through a 
series of disparate sequences that 
bring contrasts of shape and colour 


in the dancers’ clothes: black to 
start and finish, then some white, 
and reds and yellows in the cli- 
mactic central part. 

Occasionally the movement is 
almost balletic, parts arc eccentric 
(for instance, the man who repeat- 
edly runs on for twitchy jumps as 
. if jerked on an invisible puppet 
string); most often it comprises a 
rhythmic stepping, varied in pace 
arid place to which the performers 
give a dedicated intensity that 
helped explain the rapturous ova- 
tion from a packed house. 

I note with admiration the gen- 
erosity of Issey Miyake Inc in sup- 
porting the London presentation, 
even though the costume designs 
arc not theirs but by Teshigawara, 
who is responsible for stenogra- 
phy, the excellent lighting and a 
share of the music compilation 
besides the choreography and 
being one of the dancers - a poly- 
math indeed. 

John Perrival 


^the independent 


Collect a slice of Hollywood history 



WIN a set of MGM 
Greats and a SANYO 
Actioncam Pant and 
Shoot Palmcorder 


To celebrate the magic of cine- 
matic history, ten classic films are 
now available in the MGM 
Greats collection. 

These titles include Casablanca, 
Ben Hur, Gone With The Wind, 
The Great Escape, Dr Zhivago, 
The Maltese Falcon, and Some 
Like It Hot. 

We have a full set of ten videos 
and a SANYO Actioncam Point 
and Shoot Palmcorder to win. 
With each video is the original 
theatrical trailer and informative 


film guide including cast details 
and full synopsis. 

To enter this MGM Greats compe- 
tition simply dial the number 
below, answer the following ques- 
tion on line and leave your name 
and full address : 

Which famous actor played die 
lead role in both the Maltese 
Fa/con and Casablanca? 


Call 0930 563 800 
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care 


The Myth of Rescue: why the 
de m ocracies caJd not have saved more 
Jews from the Nazis by William D 

Rubinstein, Routfedga, £18.99 


S ince the early 1980s, most 
historians have agreed that 
the democracies did not do 
enough to save Jews from 
Nazi persecution and 
genocide. Some have claimed that the 
Jews of the Free World let down their 
own people. According to Bill 
Rubinstein, all are wrong and guilty 
of hindsight. The democracies 
operated immigration policies which 
favoured the Jews, while during the 
war succour could only come from 
Allied victory. Does this revisionist 
version of history withstand scrutiny? 

Rubinstein is selective in his choice 
and interpretation of evidence. For * 
example, he rejoices that on the eve 
of war Britain had accepted over 
50,000 Jews from Central Europe. 
True, but between 1933 and early 
1938, only 11,000 reached these 
shores, and then because they 
brought advantage to the country or 
had someone to guarantee them a 
job. Only after the brutal treatment of 
German and Austrian Jews during 
1938, which shocked British opinion, 
were immigration controls relaxed 
and 40,000 Jews admitted. Around 
9,000 of these were children who 
were allowed refuge temporarily, 
because they would not compete on 
the labour market Their parents 
were condemned to remain in Nazi 
hands. 

Rubinstein rightly cautions that 
during the 1930s no one could have 
foreseen that this meant death. But 
the Third Reich already discriminated 
massively against the Jews and, on 
occasion, permitted them to be 
murdered. What kind of “generosity” 
requires the death of 90 people, and 
the detention of 10,000 more, to 
persuade immigration officials that 
more latitude is desirable? 

Rubinstein tries to convince 
readers that citizens in western 
countries liked Jews so much in the 
1930s that they couldn’t possibly 
have wanted to keep them out. He 
cites polls that showed how much 
people deplored Nazi anti-semitism, 
which is not the same thing. A 
Gallup poll in Britain showed that 26 
per cent of people would not admit 
more Jewish refugees under any 
circumstances; 84 per cent would 
“with restrictions”. Rubinstein 
dismisses this as evidence of 
“cognitive dissonance”. 

He asserts that once the Final 
Solution started, Hitler would have 
thwarted any efforts to release Jews, 
but does not quote from a single 
German archive to support his claim 
and almost entirely ignores internal 
Nazi debates. On this shaky basis be 
rubbishes the rescue efforts of the few 
courageous people in Britain and 
America who did try to stir the 


conscience of the world and mocks 
historians who have bad the temerity 
to express a judgment on the matter. 
Some corrective to the aspersions cast 
on the Allied leaders for their policy 
between 1942 and 1945 is necessary, 
but Rubinstein delivers an apologia. 

The Jews were indeed “prisoners" 
of the Nazis, although they could and 
did try to escape. Thousands were 
turned back at the Swiss border, but 
Rubinstein does not explain why the 
Allies did little to encourage 
Switzerland to take more, as 
demanded by campaigners. It is 
disgraceful that he does not mention 
Denmark once. The Danes 
successfully organised the evacuation 
of 7,500 Jews to Sweden in October 
1943. New research even suggests that 
by then Himmler was content to eject 
Jews from the Nazi realm and may 
have won Hitler's acquiescence. Nor 
does Rubinstein mention Bergen- 
Belsen, which was established on 
Himmler’s orders, and with Hitler’s 
knowledge, to hold several thousand 
Jews for ransom or exchange. 

In the nastiest part of this 
deplorable book, Rubinstein strains 
to diminish the achievements of 
Raoul Wallenberg in Budapest in 
Autumn 1944. He points out that 
Wallenberg arrived after the 
deportation of Hungarian Jews by rail 
to Auschwitz had ended. The 120,000 
Jews left in Budapest merely had to 
face death marches and attacks by 
fanatical anti-semitic militiamen. 
Wfellenberg may have handed out 
4,500 protective passes, but he can't 
be assigned the credit for saving Jews 
from Auschwitz. Anyway, Charles 
Lutz, the Swiss representative, 
distributed 7,800 passes. 

Amid this pedantry there are 
important points: the Allies have 
been unfairly criticised for their 
reaction to the slaughter of the Jews 
when they could have done little to 
stop it, and Jews have engaged in 
exaggerated self-laceration. Accepting 
this does not entail rejecting the 
overwhelming evidence that Allied 
condemnation of the Nazis was 
mealy-mouthed and their exploration 
of rescue possibilities was grudging. If 
Jews in the Free World were reduced 
to pathetic bluster we want an 
explanation for their isolation, not 
derision. This book tramples over a 
subject tbat calls for sensitivity like a 
blind elephant in a room full of 
prostrate babies. 

Rabbi Hugo Gryn. an Auschwitz 
survivor and a wise voice on such 
matters, used to say: It’s not that the 
world didn’t care, they just didn’t 
care enough. He taught that it is 
□ever impossible to save lives if you 
care to, and it is worthwhile saving a 
few. We need books that ask why 
genocide occurs and why the world 
repeatedly lets it happen, not books 
that blame the victims for their fate 
and seek every possible excuse for 
why those who could have helped 
chose not to do so. 
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Joseph Goebbels with his private secretary and Hitler's interpreter, photographed by Alfred Eisenstaedt in Geneva, 
1933, taken from ‘German Photography, 1870-1970’ by Klaus Hormet; Rolf Sachsse and Karin Thomas (Yale, £40) 
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writes well but his desperation to find a 
fresh angle spoils his book. He managed m 
h^biographyof Sylvia Plath to revive a , 
familiar lubject by his honest concentration 
on Plath’s suicide and her husband s 
adultery. Here he promises a i study ot 
Hitler as lover, but confines himself to the 

usual bestial caricature. The main 
with his theory - that Hitler shot his niece- 
lover - is that romanticism is not 
incompatible with being a psychopath. ■ 
Many psychos have sentimental tendencies. 

A farther difficulty is that not only are , 
the witnesses to Geli’s tragetiy dead; their 
testimonies were taken either during the 
propaganda period of WWIL, or after 1945. 
Even though by then the smart thing for ex- 
Nazis to do was denounce Hitler, most still 
insisted on his innocence of her death. < 
They were brainwashed, perhaps, but it is 
credible that Geli shot herself: maybe 
because Adolf was a pervert, maybe not 

Since Ronald Hayman hasn’t had sex 
with Hitler, his theories about his bedroom 
habits are necessarily speculative. His tone 
becomes apologetic when discussing 
impotence, coprophagia and 
sadomasochism. Yet, without a blush, he 
extrapolates enthusiastically from the 
fiendish young Adolfs penchant for 
shooting rats. Give a boy a gun and he’ll 
play with it Give a young nutter a gun, and 
you’re lucky he’s only shooting rats. 

Hayman, aware that his book requires 
justification, tacks on a final chapter 
suggesting the Holocaust could have been 
prevented if Hitler’s career had been 
ruined by Geli’s death. And perhaps Adam 
shouldn’t have eaten that apple. Yet this 
oversimph'cation glorifies the Fuhrer. 

Whatever he was, he wasn’t omnipotent 
A chronically lazy man, he couldn’t have 
achieved that level of annihilation single- 
handedly. He did not invent anti-semitism; 
nor have the energy to execute it on a 
grand scale. An army of sadists volunteered 
for the task, and were lining up to fill his 
jackboots while he despaired in the Berlin 
bunker. 

The world participated in this ugly, 
asexual lunatic’s fantasies. This must have 
shocked Hitler, for all his talk about will 
and providence. During the war, he kept 
the blinds down when travelling on his 
military train, unable to look at the 
destruction he had caused. Dreams can be 
disturbing when they come true. 

Eventually, he did the decent thing and 
shot himself. Perhaps this is evidence of his 
romantic nature. 


The exterminating angel 

Richard Gott recounts a drug lord’s final, fatal hit 

G abriel Garcia Marquez started NewstfaKidnappifgty tion of the Color 
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INDEPENDENT CHOICE 


G abriel Garcia Marquez started 
life as a brilliant journalist, as a 
reporter on a provincial paper. 
Fiction came later, but in eveiy- 
thing he writes there is a wonderful 
reporterly strength. Much of his work has 
less to do with magical realism than with 
a newspaperman’s belief that fact can be 
more bizarre than fiction. 

News of a Kidnapping is just that: a non- 
fiction account of the sequestration in 
1990 of half a dozen influential members 
of the ruling elite of Colombia, his trou- 
bled homeland. The hostages arc seized 
by people working for Pablo Escobar, the 
Medellin drugs billionaire with the power 
and influence of several multinational 
tycoons. The action takes place at a cru- 
cial historical moment when a new gov- 
ernment is seeking to negotiate an end to 
a civil war between the drug lords and the 
army. This may be fact, but for British 
readers there is an inevitable echo of 
Joseph Conrad and Graham Greene. 

Among those kidnapped are the daugh- 
ter of a former president who runs a tele- 
vision programme, the wife of a senior 
minister in the previous government, 
and the editor of a leading newspaper. In 
British terms, it would be as though the 
IRA had seized Carol Thatcher, Elspetta 
Howe and Max Hastings, and held them 
in safe houses in various parts of the coun- 
try for several months. Two of the other 
kidnapped women are closely related to 
a recently assassinated presidential can- 
didate for whom, fortunately, there is no 
ready English parallel. 

The book details how they are kid- 
napped, the dire conditions in which 
they are held, and what they think and 
feel. This is familiar ground, not .just in 
Colombia, and it is done with admirable 


News of a KidnappmgbyGabdel Garcia 
Marquez, translated by Edith Grossman, 
Cape, £16.99 

tact and restraint. More original mater- 
ial comes with the story of the influential 
friends and relations who frenetically 
pull every string they can think of. 

The release of the hostages must be 
secured, yet no one wants the army’s spe- 
cial SAS~ trained units to go rushing in and 
cause a bloodbath. The hostages, after all, 
belong to the topmost pinnacle of the 
country’s political elite. The President is 
involved, and so too are a trio of ex-pres- 
idents, a bevy of lawyers, a handful of 
ambassadors, the inevitable priest, and 
die owners of the papers and TV stations. 

These various personal dramas take 
place against the wider disaster of the 
country’s political breakdown. The 
hostages are largely drawn from the 
ancien regime, which bears a heavy 
responsibility for its failure to make 
meaningful reforms. This old elite is 
being challenged by the “new money” 
associated with the drug barons, whose 
influence spreads to all sectors of society. 

Hovering over the book, shadowy and 
mysterious, is the figure of Pablo Escobar. 
A cross between Svengali and Robin 
Hood, he too has politicians and lawyers 
at his disposal. He champions the poor 
and, at the height of his splendour, peo- 
ple put up altars with his picture and fit 
candles to him in the slums of Medellin. 
“The only thing wrong with him", Mar- 
quez notes caustically, is “his total inabil- 
ity to distinguish between good and evfl.” 

After years on the margins of polite 
society, Escobar needs to make peace and 
enjoy his ill-gotten gains. He wants this 
not just for himself but for the huge sec- 


tion of the Colombian population now 
involved in the culture of the cocaine busi- 
ness. The left-wing MIG guerrillas have 
been welcomed back into traditional pol- 
itics, even into the government. Why 
should the drug barons not receive a sim- 
ilar amnesty? 

The President has a difficult derision 
to make. He has promised ihe Americans 
that be will extradite any captured drug 
baron for trial in the US. So to help him 
make up his mind in favour of an amnesty, 
Escobar kidnaps all these famous people. 
Secret meetings take place, unofficial con- 
tacts are made, the phones hum. There 
are minor betrayals, major idiocies, and 
innumerable instances of bad faith. 

Escobar eventually agrees to surrender 
himself and the hostages, provided that 
he is not extradited and is allowed to stay 
in an ultra-luxurious custom-built prison, 
from which be can continue his “business” 
operations. This extraordinary denoue- 
ment, if in a novel, would hardly be cred- 
ible. In real life the story proceeds in mur- 
derous fashion. Half a dozen hostages are 
let out, but the Lady Howe figure is killed, 
and Carol Thatcher is shot in The course 
of a bungled rescue attempt. Max Hast- 
ings, after a death’s-door letter pleading 
that his great newspaper empire should 
sot be split up, is the last to be released. 

This is not the best book that Garcia 
Marquez has ever written, but it is a splen- 
didly readable account of a particularly 
bleak period in the history of Colombia. 
The epilogue provides one last twist to the 
tale. Escobar escapes from prison, but he 
does not escape a rough kind of justice. 
As the police close in on his hiding place, 
he is heard to observe on the telephone 
that “something's funny going on here”. 
They are his last words. 


Y ou can lose 80 per cent or more of 
the original text in an audio abridge- 
ment of a substantial novel. Nervous 
giggles were the response of producers 
to my innocent suggestion that the per- 
centage of abridgement was marked on 
the slipcases of audiobooks. Readers 
speak at an average rate of 150 words a 
minute. The late Jon Pertwee was 
famously leisured at 120. Keny Shale is 
usefully brisk at 170. That means 9,000 
words can be fitted on the average cas- 
sette. A two-cassette abridgement could 
be printed out on 60 pages. A recent mag- 
azine cover giveaway of Anthony Trollope 
audiobooks left only 5 percent of the lives 
and loves of the good folk of Barsetshirc. 

Such travesties of the real thing give 
all audio abridgements a bad name. But 
when an abridgement is good it is very, 
very good, particularly with a first-class 
reader. In a busy age. many of us just 

can’t find the time to do the reading we’d 
like: there is a case for saying that look- 
ing and listening now gives even well- 
educated moderns more cultural stim- 
ulus than reading. And seen as tasters 
rather than substitutes, abridgements 
have an undeniable usefulness. 

Most classic literature was after all 
written to be read aloud. After listen- 
ing to The Old Testament ( Naxos, 8hrs, 
£16.99) and, The New Testament 
(Naxos, Shrs, £16.99), I now have a far 
more coherent grasp of the Bible than 
I ever got from going U) church. It is 
read (in the Authorised Version) by a 
variety of excellent voices (oh Godl’oh 
Philip Madoc!) and sensitively abridged 
“with the intelligent lay reader in mind" 
ty Peny Keenlyside. The New Testament 
has almost every word of Matthew, only 
trims repetitions from other gospels, 
and gives virtually all of the extraordi- 
nary Revelations. "I used the Book of 
Common Prayer as a guide, in order not 
to omit anything people would miss, it 


AUDIOBOOKS 

by Christina Hardy ment 

had a knack of picking the best bits!" 

Short, powerfully visual novels, these 
days often written with half an eye on a 
future screenplay, are well suited to the 
skilled abridger’s lancet. Roddy Doyle’s 
The Woman Who Walked Into Doors 
(Reed Audio. 3hrs, £7.99) fits comfort- 
ably into a two-cassette format; Ger 
Ryan’s heartbreakingly vulnerable voice 
doubles its emotional effect. 
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Pick of the week 

The New Testament 


The greater the author, the more con- 
troversial the idea of abridgement. 
“Abridging Austen was like cutting holes 
m fine lace/’ says Heather Godwin, 
whose Emma (Naxos, c4hrs, £8.99) won 
last year's Talkies award for abridged 
classic fiction. *‘I hated the idea of doing 
n at all - she of all authors ought ro be 


sacrosanct. But I said Fd have a go. And- 
although it was heartbreaking at one 
level, and it took an incredibly long time, 
in the^end I wasn’t ashamed of what I’d 
aoneT She describes herself as “fillet- 
tmg Austen, leaving dialogue intact and 
trusting the nuances of the reader’s voice 
to substitute for spelt-out descriptions. 

Chns Wallis of Watershed Produc- 
tions says that he found it far easier to 
hack great chunks from Ivanhoe than to 
decide which one of every three words 
oi Ben Elton’s tightly written Popcorn 
(billion & Schuster, 4hrs, £12.99) bad to 
go. He succeeded brilliantly but remains 
uneaty. -ft s quite a short book, but so 

in« r? ltten L hat ever y WOrd was work- 
£g. its much easier to cut bad books ' 
nan good ones - sometimes I thmir I 
actually improve bad books." Some' 
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Kate Figes follows 
the liberators’ 
long march from 
force-feeding to 
post-feminist 
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A Century of Women: the history of women in 
Britain and the United States by Sheila 
Rcmbotham. Viking, £20 






T here has never been a better lime to be 
bom female. We have the vote, contra- 
ception, legalised abortion, the NHS, 
washing machines, work and legislation 
protecting our interests as well as a cul- 
ture which increasingly accepts that it is wrong to 
discriminate against women. 

Sheila Rowbotham ’s massive history reminds us 
of the remarkable revolution in women's lives 
which has both shaped and been shaped by the 
course of the 20th century. It is hard to imagine 
being arrested now for spreading information 
about birth control, as Margaret Sanger was in the 
US in 1916. Young people are astonished that it 
took high-profile milirancy from suffragettes, 
which culminated in force-feeding in prison, to 
secure votes for women, a luxury we know lake 
for granted. 

lire trouble is that so much has happened to 
women in the past 100 years that h is almost impos- 
sible to encapsulate everything, as Rowbothan 
attempts to, in 580 pages. The most successful and 
thorough sections focus on ordinary working 
women and their stories. But she also tries to cram 
in everything else - daily life, cultural influences 
and the rise of screen goddesses, changes in atti- 
tudes to sex and contraception, make-up and dress. 
On top of that we have the whole of the Ameri- 
can 20th century to digest as well. 

Inevitably, with such a vast canvas, Rowbotham 
jumps from subject to subject, often in the same 
paragraph. The narrative rarely flows seamlessly, 
particularly in the early sections when there are 
fewer sources to draw on. Too often, just as some- 
thing gets really interesting, we are left in mid-air 
panting for more. 

On page 209, she tells us that a growing num- 
ber of single women were destitute in the US dur- 
ing the 1930s. Two million women were unem- 
ployed and those who were homeless roamed the 
streets and slept rough. “The result was the She- 
She-She camps, set up in 1933. But the provision 
for women was always less than for men.” Row- 
botbara tells us nothing more. What were the She- 
She-She camps? Who set them up? The throw- 
away sentence makes me feel as if I am the only 
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An Ironic version of the Wonderbra ad incorporating Lorena Bobbitt (famous for castrating her husband with a kitchen knife) taken from ‘Suffragettes to She-Devils’ (Phaidon, £39.99) 


imbecile in the world who has never heard of them. 

Each chapter is devoted lo a decade and sub- 
divided into sections on politics, work, daily life 
and sex, first in the UK, then in the US. Such a 
rigid structure limits more than it liberates. It illu- 
minates the swift pace of change: for instance, how 


male work developed with industry through the 
course of the century, in order to explain the tenac- 


ity of wage differentials. And how did the radical 
chance in attitudes towards sex and reoroductioD 


the chaste 1950s opened up to the liberal optimism 
of the 1960s which paved the way for the feminist 


of the 1960s which paved the way for the feminist 
activism of the 1970s. But as Rowbotham herself 
says, the “dimensions of women’s experience are 
too extensive to fit a simplistic linear mode”. 

As a result, we lose any sense of narrative pro- 
gression or polemic. It would have been interest- 
ing to discover how the segregation of female and 


change in attitudes towards sex and reproduction 
affect relationships and attitudes to marriage? 

This is a very useful encyclopedic work of ref- 
erence, rather than a product of the more fash- 
ionable school of history which uses narrative to 


explain. Every ten pages or so a vignette of boxed 
information is dropped into the main text on sub- 


information is dropped into the main text on sub- 
jects as varied as Barbie Dolls, Lesbian culture and 
the Spanish Civil War: they enhance the eclectic, 
encyclopedic feel. As with the best encyclopedias, 
it is a joy to dip into; the detail of each section is 


rich and entertaining. Barbara Cartland was very 
concerned that the new vogue for slim women dur- 
ing 1920s flapperdora would lead to weaker 
babies. Norman Hartnell had an extra shamrock 
embroidered into the skirt of the Queen's Coro- 
nation dress for luck. 

Meanwhile, life stories of lesser known women 
such as Edith Thompson read like the synopses 
of novels. In 1923 she was hanged, aged 29 and 
possibly pregnant, after her younger lover killed 
her husband, even though there was no evidence 
to suggest she had been an accomplice. But she 
was portrayed as an evil adulteress who led a 
younger man into crime. 


At the end of this long book one is left with a 
lasting sense of extraordinary progress that has 


immeasurably improved the quality of life for 
women. But there is also a sense of longing for 


women. But there is also a sense of longing for 
the activism and collective chutzpah of former 
pioneers, which helped to drive those achieve- 
ments forward. 

"Women have experienced the fracruring of 
feminine identity in the course of this century.” 
concludes Rowbotham. In that fracturing of expe- 
rience, collective need has evaporated and femi- 
nist activity focused on disparate causes. Women 
have come a long way. But we still have further 
to go. 


Will Big Science disappear up its own black holes? Peter Tallack (left) and James Rogers report 


Birth pangs of a 


baby universe 
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whinge and a prayer 
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W e are often reminded that 
nothing in biology makes 
sense except in the light of 
evolutionary theory. In this bold yet 
modest book, Lee Smotin. a theo- 
retical physicist at Pennsylvania 
State University, seeks to persuade 
us that Darwin’s theory of natural 
selection is also the best way of 
understanding the existence of the 
universe itself. In his view, the cos- 
mos and in particular the physical 
laws that control it have evolved by 
natural selection. It is for this rea- 
son that the universe is so hos- 
pitable to life. Tweak the properties 
of the fundamental particles, or the 
forces between them, by just a frac- 
tion, and the world as we know it 
would fail to bits - all the variety, 
order and complexity we see would 
simply vanish. The universe, so it 
appears, bos been finely tuned for 
the existence of galaxies, stars, sub- 
atomic particles and, of course, liv- 
ing things capable of observing it. 

At the heart of Smolin’s aston- 
ishing idea are black holes. All you 
have to do is add the essential 
ingredients of natural selection - 
reproduction, variation and com- 
petition. Smolin Suggests that every 
time a star collapses to form a black 

hole, spacetime itself is crushed out 
of existence and reshaped. A new 
universe is bom; and with each birth 
the basic laws of physics emerge 
s ligh tly different. So each baby uni- 
verse is not a perfect replica of its 
parent, but a mutated form. 

From among a huge population 
of competing universes, ours has 
evolved to maximise its production 
of black holes, and so of baby uni- 
verses. And it just so happens that 
the kind of things. - stars, carbon 
and complex organic molecules - 
that are idea! for making black 
holes are also ideal for making We. 
In other words, the laws of physics 
have evolved to maximise the repro- 
ductive success of the universe^ 

Not surprisingly, physicists have 

other ways of explaining why the 
universe is the way it is. Most pop- 
ular is the anthropic principle, the 
idea that we inhabit one of an u>h- 
nite number of universes, each wit 
different constants. Smohn sees 
this idea as a cop-out that oners no 
testable predictions. Other physi- 


The Life of the Cosmos by Lee 
Smolin, Weidenfetd, £20 


cists take refuge in non-srientific 
explanation: that a divine creator 
adjusted the constants of nature so 
we could evolve. Others still hanker 
after a “theory of everything”. 

Certainly, Smolin believes (hat a 
new view is required to unite the 
principles of quantum mechanics 
and general relativity. But he doubts 
that a unified theory can be encap- 
sulated in a single formula, espe- 
cially not one which assumes the 
laws of nature are absolute. Rather, 
he argues that the conditions we 
require for our existence are com- 
patible only with a relational idea 
of space and time that takes into 
account the whole universe. 

This is an immensely thought- 
provoking and thoughtful book, 
which tackles some of the deepest 
problems in physics. Along the 
way. we gain a clear overview of 
current thinking across .a broad 
range of subjects - relativity, quan- 
tum mechanics, black holes, parti- 
cle physics, ecology, the origin of 
life. Sadly, Smolin has been let 
down by his publishers. The book 
abounds in verbiage and typo- 
graphical errors. 

Popular science books, unlike 
the cosmos, really do benefit from 
the fine-tuning of an editor. Which 
is not to say the book won’t be 
widely read. Think of Stephen 
Hawking’s A Brief History of Time. 
hardly a paragon of stylish writing. 
Smolin’s ideas, unlike Hawking’s, 
have the added virtue of being 
intuitively attractive, for they pro- 
vide a self-contained historical 
explanation for why wc arc here 
without appealing to any external 
agent or mechanism. In cosmology, 
as in biology, the beauty of Dar- 
winism as a unifying theory is that 
it can explain a multitude of facts 
with a minimum of assumptions. 

But there are snags. We don’t 
know for sure what goes on inside 
black holes, and, even if they can 
give birth to baby universes, wc 
could never observe their offspring. 
Also, the laws of self-organised 
complexity that scientists discern in 
computer simulations, and which 
Smolin draws on heavily to explain 


how galaxies evolve, may in fact 
bear only a sketchy correspondence 
to what happens in the real world. 
He does, though, stress that his the- 
ory can be tested and disproved. 
But the theory is next to useless at 
giving meaningful predictions of 
future events. When it comes to 
experimenting with universes, we 
are stuck with a sample of one. 

Smolin is nevertheless at pains to 
distinguish between fact and spec- 
ulation. In any case, his idea is by 
no means the most extravagant put 
forward by cosmologists. 
Respectable scientists have fanta- 
sised about quantum jumps from 
one universe to another (usually 
through wormholes), about paral- 
lel worlds, and even about whether 
one can create a universe inside a 
test tube. Reading this hugely inven- 
tive book, one is inclined still to con- 
cur with the late, great atheist biol- 
ogist J B S Haldane, when he 
suggested that “the universe is not 
only queerer than wc sup- 
pose, but queerer 
than we can 


The End of Science: facing the Emits of 
knowledge in the twBght of the scientific age 
by John Morgan, Uffle, Brcwn, £18.99 
The Second Creation: makers of the revolution 
n 20th century physics by Robert P Crease 
and Charles C Mann, Quartet, £14 


suppose 





T he End of Science does not, unsurpris- 
ingly, predict the literal end of science, 
and the title depends on a shameless 
desire to exploit millennial sentiment. John 
Horgan’s persuasive book, based on dozens 
of interviews with leading scientists, argues 
that the great revolutionary discoveries 
(Darwin. Mendel, Einstein, panicle physics) 
have all been made, and that science is des- 
tined to occupy itself with filling detail 
within these big templates. Few would dis- 
agree. More provocatively, though, Hcrgan 
proposes that the sciences have entered a 
postmodern, ironic mode in which they 
increasingly resemble the interpretative arts 
of philosophy or literary criticism. This is a 
large generalisation guaranteed to enrage 
many scientists patiently engaged in the pur- 
suit of verifiable knowledge about nature. 

Horgan is quite upbeat about this devel- 
opment averring that it “reminds us of how 
little we know". This is an idea he has 
borrowed from Karl Pop- 
* per who, in the course 

of a splendidly 
comic inter- 
view with 
Horgan, 
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The universe: ‘finely tuned for the existence of galaxies and living things’ 


unearths a copy of his book Conjectures and 
Refutations and reverentially declaims his 
own words. Horgan interviews three great 
now late philosophers of science - Popper, 
Thomas Kuhn and Paul Feyerabend - and 
traces the line of thought from Popper’s fal- 
sification tenet to Feyerabend's radical scep- 
ticism. Feyerabend's mischievous mind is 
encapsulated in his observation that “Prayer 
may not be very efficient when compared to 
celestial mechanics, but it surety holds its own 
rfr-d-m some parts of economics”. 

Horgan deploys the critic Harold Bloom’s 
theojy of the anxiety of influence to portray 
today's scientists as tinkering in the long 
shadows of their mighty precursors. The con- 
ceit is appealing but - as cute theoretical 
models tend to - it gets him into trouble. 
Richard Dawkins is depicted as more dog- 
matically Darwinian than Darwin himself in 
his efforts to repel the oppressive influence: 
but Stephen Jay Gould has “sought to resist 
the influence of Darwin In' denigrating his 
theory's power”. This doesn't really get us 
anywhere with understanding their ideas. 

“People still have an Einstein complex," 
remarks the physicist Howard Gcorgi in 
Robert Crease and Charles Mann's magis- 
terial history of 20th-cenruiy physics, but 
there are few other indications of Bloomian 
angst The Second Creation is altogether dif- 
ferent in tone from Horgan: enthusiastic and 
laudatory, a celebration of one of the great- 
est intellectual adventures in history. The 
authors argue that since the solitary break- 
throughs of Maxwell and Einstein, physics 
has become an increasingly collegiate activ- 
ity “which recalls the effort that produced the 
great Gothic cathedrals”. 

This is a necessarily difficult book about 
a difficult subject, but there are plenty of 
good sidelights. Murray Gell-Mann famously 
borrowed the word “quark” from Joyce’s 
Finnegans Wake: what was new to me was the 
discovery that he appropriated the phrase 
“the eightfold way” from the teachings of the 
Buddha to describe his model of particle 
physics. This joke, the authors note, “has fed 
the notion that quantum physics has some- 
thing to do with the mysteries of Eastern mys- 
ticism”. Surveying the shelf-loads of rubbish 
which have propounded this notion, Gell- 
Mann must rue his sense of humour. 

Crease and Mann, too, foresee a possible 
end of physics in the quagmire of grandiose 
but untestable theories - superstrings, super 
symmetry and whatnot The goal of a unified 
field theory might yet be achieved, but it is , 
equally possible that - as Kant argued in the 
Critique of Pure Reason - some aspects of 
reality might remain forever beyond our abil- 
ity to knew them. What Popper proudly read 
out to John Horgan, by the way, was this: “In 
our infinite ignorance we are all equal”. 


IN BOOKS 


Boyd Tonkin 


A s anyone who hears Melvyn Bragg’s 

Monday-morning seminar on Radio 4 will 
know, popular science writing has 


boomed at a pace that almost matches the 
shrinkage of the rainforest. On Thursday, one 
of the sturdiest recent specimens - The Wisdom 
of the Bones : in search of human origins by Alan 
Walker and Fat Shipman - beat a field that 
included Richard Dawkins, Steve Jones and 
Dava Sobel to win the Rhone-FouJcnc award 
for science books. Yet the work I’d like to 
consult - which does not now exist - would 
never reach that shortlist It would seek to 
explain how and (above all) why it is that 
Darwin has usurped Marx and Freud as Top 
Brain among the reading classes of the west. 
This is one of the most extraordinary 
comebacks in intellectual history. And only a 
cultural historian could do it proper justice. 

To the neo-Darwinists themselves, the 
victory hardly needs a moment’s thought With 
a few tweaks from genetics and soriobiology. 
their chap’s theory simply out-evolved its rivals 
into a leaner, fitter, more resourceful model of 
culture as well as nature. A shrewd Freudian 
might reply that the evolutionary paradigm 
gives us all a very gratifying fantasy: aggression 
leads to altruism, private vices to planetaiy 
virtues. Meanwhile, a diehard Marxist might 
mutter about the role of John Brockman. 

Brockman is the busy New York agent who 
first sold life-science narrative as - along with 
cosmology - the new bookish rock’n’roll. He 
signed up a galaxy of stars (such as Dawkins 
and the Wisdom of the Bones pair), and made a 
a market for them. In the scientific community, 
you know when you’ve been Brockmaned. 

Late nights at the lab and meagre stipends give 
way to six-figure advances and prime-time 
schmoozing. So the science wave does owe a 
splash or two to hype and cash. All the same, 
its finest beneficiaries do deserve their fame. 

Arty sceptics should sample the essays just 
collected for in Search of Nature (Allen Lane, 
£16.99) by Edward O Wilson - the author of 
Sociobiology himself - and ask how many 
cultural critics can can now hit such heights of 
elegance, lucidity and breadth. From his 
teeming anthill of beautiful ideas about the 
links between “wild nature” and “human 
nature”, I shall choose just one. Wilson - a 
great entomologist - imagines the world from a 
tenmte’s-eye view. In Will Self-ish vein, he 
speculates that “civilised termites ... would 
support cannibalism of the sick and injured, 
eschew personal reproduction, and make a 
sacrament of the exchange and consumption of 
faeces”. He calls this termite ethic ‘■immensely 
different from the human spirit". This man has 
dearly never visited the Groucho Club. 
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Pickles and 
passions 
by the river 

Maya Jaggi praises a 
tragic tale of forbidden 
love in a hot climate 


The God of SroaH Things by Arundhatj toy 
Flamingo, £15.99 


W hile Indian fiction in English increasingly 
reflects urban, cosmopolitan life, this novel 
dwells in a different landscape. Set vividly in 
a rural backwater in India’s deep south, on the banks 
of a “hot, grey-green river” in Kerala, it tells the 
tragedy of a pickle factory-owning family and the 
man they “love to death”. Events unfold largely over 
two weeks in 1969, in the lives of the seven-year-old 
“Stick Insect” Rabel and her brother Estha, with his 
“Etvis puff”. “Two-egg twins" prone to reading 
backwards and “blowing spit-bubbles", they share a 
“single Siamese soul”; one can wake giggling over the 
other’s dreams. The twins become implicated in the 
accidental drowning of their half-English cousin 
Sophie Moll, and unwitting accomplices in a doomed 
passion between their divorced mother Ammu and 
an Untouchable man, Velutha. 

As accounts of childhood go, this is touching but 
unsentimental. It has a child's obsessiveness with 
small things - from purple earthworms to a 
tangerine-shaped transistor radio. Yet what unspools 
as “the Terrorf* is seen not with a faux-naive eye but 
in the light of adult trauma. Estha is left mute; Rahel 
drifts into marriage “as a passenger drifts towards an 
empty seat in an airport lounge”. This prism creates 
an atmosphere of foreboding, as innocence carries 
premonitions of its loss, or childish bafflement is 
overlayed with adult knowledge of betrayals. 

The forbidden affair is delicately portrayed as one 
of rebellious outcasts. Ammu, though privileged, is 
spumed in her closed Syrian Christian community as 
“the dh'orced daughter of an intercommunity love 
marriage''. Her children, scorned as “Half- Hindu 
Hybrids", are left vulnerable by her “wretched. Man- 
less” status - as is intuited by the ‘‘Orangedrink 
Lemondrink Man" who sexually abuses Estha at a 
screening of The Sound of Music. Velutha, 
meanwhile, bucks his status as a Paravan, or palm- 
tapper, by crafting Bauhaus furniture. 

The novel's strength lies partly in revealing the 
larger forces unleashed to crush their trespass, from 
the Christianity that seeped into Kerala “(ike tea 
from a teabag” to the local Communist cocktail: “a 
heady mix of eastern Marxism and orthodox 
Hinduism, spiked with a shot of democracy”. Neither 
challenges the caste system, colluding instead with 
the fear of uppity Untouchables. It also insists on 
timeless forces: the “Love Laws” tbat lay down “who 
should be loved, and how. And how much”; and “the 
boundless, in finitely inventive art of human hatred”. 

The pages bristle with ironic stabs at social 
hierarchy - in its genteel and savage forms - made 
sharper by the children's bright ingenuousness (they 
object that a hotel bellboy “wasn’t a boy and hadn't a 
bell”). Bigoted “Touchables" get short shrift, as do 
Anglophiles (“shit-wipers'’) and sexual double 
standards. While Ammu is condemned to “suicide 
bomber rage” and frustration for having married the 
wrong man, “Men’s Needs” are indulged - like those 
of Uncle Chacko, Rhodes scholar and pickle baron, 
with his “Marxist mind and feudal libido”. 

Though at times overwritten or merely whimsical, 
descriptions of the landscape have a lush appeal The 
play on language is singular and zestful, though the 
copious capital letters (“Things Can Change in a 
Day” ‘Anything can Happen to Anyone”) can 
irritate. But metaphors often strike home. Dressing 
up a bride seems to Ammu like “polishing firewood”; 
Rahel disappears into a folding seat “like sandwich 
stuffing"; or a thought niggles “like a mango hair 
between molars”. The novel builds its own 
vocabulary of images. Fear comes in fizzy- drink 
flavours after Estha’s abuse. Untouchables once 
made to crawl backwards with 'a broom erase their 
own footsteps with deference. 

In a complex structure that splices past and 
present, the ending is glimpsed within the first few 
pages. While not all the problems are ironed out, the 
ambition largely pays off. The novel’s unravelling has 
the power to shock despite forewarnings, and the 
result is both moving and compelling Open-ended in 
its storytelling but humanist in its bias. The God of 
Small Things is a remarkably assured debuL 


Do the best of Midnight's Children still prefer to write in English? Aamer 
Hussein contests a monoglot view of post-Independence literature 
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The Vintage Book of Indian Writing, 1947-97 

edited by Salman Rushdie and 
Elizabeth West, Vintage £ 7.99 • 
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Ordinary men 
and women 
act out their 
fantasies in 
pictures 
taken from 
‘Street 
Dreams', a 
collection of 
contemporary 
Indian studio 
photographs 
by Satfsh 
Sharma 
(Booth- 
Clibbom 
Editions). 
These 
images’, 
Sharma 
writes, ‘are 
the sighs 
and the icons 
of then- 
times.' 


t a gathering of South Asian writers 
T attended in Berlin last weekend, 
the link between the writers’ many 
languages was German, not English. 
English, represented by Githa Hariharan. 
was included ns an Indian language. And as 
the Urdu authors read out their stories, the 
Tamil speaker Hariharan listened to them 
assiduously on earphones via which the orig- 
inals could be heard. 

Hariharan - her name misspelt on two 
occasions in The Wntage Book of Indian 
Writing 1947-1997 -is one of the most wel- 
come presences in Salman Rushdie and 
Elizabeth West's oftea predictable, con- 
servative and self-admittedly Anglocentric 
collection of contemporary Indian prose. 
Her sharp, elegant and witty short fictions 
(one of the finest. Remains of die Feast, is 
included here) and her cerebral novels are 
deeply, informed by a sense of location. She 
also, paradoxically, exemplifies the younger 
Indian writer for whom dis- 
locations of language and 
geography - even within their 
own country - are among 
life's inescapable realities. 

South Asian readers and 
writers are accustomed to 
polyphony. They are usually, 
of necessity, bilingual. Eng- 
lish, which plays a significant 
role as a link language, seems 
progressively less important 
in the world of letters. Hindi 
and Urdu, in spite of the 
hegemony assigned to them 
by Rushdie, seem equally 
important as a lingua franca. 

And, with the exception of a 
very few success stories, writ- 
ers who choose today to write 
in English do so as a result of 
their sense of dislocation. At 
the same time, they maintain 
a connection with their own 
linguistic traditions. Younger 
writers such as Amitav 
Ghosh and Amit Chaudhuri 
(who are represented here) 
and Sunetra Gupta (who, 
surprisingly, isn’t) are either 
effortlessly bilingual, or have 
struggled ro master the script and traditions 
of at least one “vernacular” language. 

Rushdie offers us a sweeping, birds’ eye 
view of 50 years of good writing. He proves 
that there is an Indo- Anglian canon, and as 
he reaches our own time, he elects new con- 
tenders for future glory. It is heartening to 
see, alongside Chaudhuri and Hariharan, 
names like Padma Perora and Anjana 
Appachana. each as yet the author of only 
one collection of stories. 

Apart from his occasionally faltering 
choice of texts (don't the tough, subtle fic- 
tion of Attia Hosain merit a place?), 
Rushdie’s selection of some of these 
younger writers contradicts his defensive 
assertion that no translated fiction lives up 
to the contribution of work originally writ- 
ten in Indian English. Surety Lakshrai 
Holmstrom’s renditions from Tamil of the 
radical stories of Ambaj, Gayatri Spivak’s 
from the Bengali of Mahasweta Devi, or any 
number of translations byMU Memon and 
Rukhsana Ahmad from the Urdu are as 
good - if not better - than the writings of 
Upamanyu Chatter] ee, Firdaus Kanga and 
Ardashir Vakil here? And is there nothing 
from the work available in English by Nir- 
mal Verma, Mrina] Pande, Ourratulain 
Hyder and lsmat Chughtai - choosing 
merely from Urdu and Hindi, the languages 
I read - that equals Rushdie's selections 
from Rohinton Mistry, Vikram Seth and 
many others? 

Rushdie accuses vernacular writers of 
parochialism. I’d say far too many of them. 
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mtyjations s assault upon their bourgeois 

remains tangled. Yet many ^ ters n h ^ 
would cite influences on theirwoAavaMe 
to them only in translation, Then 
question, which Rushdie elcKjuentty raises 
to the case of Urdu influence on his own 
work, of die aural - rather than wntten 
impact of local languages on Indian 
poetry is an integral part of our fives, 

avaflable to sung versions. Even foe most res- 
olutely Anglophone among us cannot escape 

Parsee writer BapsiSidhwa 
(elected an honorary Indian by as 

is Sara Suleri) is a fine practitioner ofttos 
polylingual English. She quotes nchtyfrom 
poets such as Mir, Ghalib, Faiz and Iqbal, 
although she says her knowledge of wntten 
Urdu is imperfect. A Gujerati speaker by 
origin, she was exposed at an early stage to 
Urdu and Punjabi This inter- 
twining of tongues makes 
Ice-Candy Man - her stun- 
ning novel of Partition, cun- 
ningly excerpted here - all 
foe more effective to evoking 
foe subcontinental Tower of 
Babel. 

Also important for 
Rushdie and Sidbwa is the 
seductive subliminal role of 
the mother tongue: that 
favourite topic of French 
post-Freudians, and the 
cause of so much nostalgia 
among casualties of a purely 
monolingual, Anglocentric 
education at a time when 
returning to the study of 
their own languages was 
seen as “going native". Both 
these writers, and others 
who followed, made this a 
strength, illustrating the pos- 
itive values of subcontmen- 
tal English. 

Another important factor 
for the older generation is 
oral reception: not onty of 
one’s native language, but of 
others. This, perhaps, is one 
of foe reasons that Rushdie assigns signifi- 
cance to Anita Desai's exquisite novel In 
Custody. Desai chose English as a via media 
between the many languages she spoke, but 
wrote about an Urdu poet and the dying glo- 
ries of a passing, pre-colonial tradition in a 
materialistic, post-national era. Unfortu- 
nately, foe story chosen here doesn’t match 
her finest work. 

English serves South Asian writers well. 
Many of us who live abroad choose to use 
it for the liberties of communication it 
affords, in spite of the constraints of expres- 
sion it might impose. We’re even free to see 
ourselves as English, transnational. Amer- 
ican or homeless. 

When banded together, however, we can 
only agree with Rushdie when he says that 
“there is not. need not. should not be, an 
adversarial relationship between English 
language literature and the other literatures 
of India. We drink from the same welL” 
Indeed. 
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S? Rebecca West gives an onguud iw»t 

to the Classic theme of danger on a t^un. 

Other gems include a decade of deluxe 
globetrotting by Scott and Zelda 
compressed into a damn ip** 

Kerouac slouching round Europe ( Hut 
Brueghel, wow!”). This is the ultimate 
package tour. 

The Wrestling by Simon Garfield (Fhber, 

£6.99) Served up in bite-sized chunks, 

Garfield’s paean to the heroes of Saturday 
afternoon grappling is knock-out 
entertainment. We learn the Queen was a 
big fan (“My sister watches you on TV , 
Princess Margaret told Big Daddy.) Though 
Jackie Pallo irked fellow pros by his 
revelations in You Grunt, TU Groan, no less 
an authority on wrestling than Roland 
Barthes note± “foe public wants the image 
of passion, not passion itself.” Judging by 
the knackered state of the survivors, a bit 
more pretence might have been a good idea. 

Omens of Millennium by Harold Bloom 
(Fourth Estate, £8.99) America’s greatest 
literary critic turns his formidable powers on 
various numinous phenomena associated 
with “new age” beliefs. Not that he has 
much time for such claptrap, declaring 
himself “defeated by its inspired vacuity". 
Similarly, his own “near-death experience” 
caused by a bleeding ulcer was “annoying 
rather than comforting”. However, Bloom 
finds himself drawn to the heretical beliefs 
of the Gnostics - that God resides in us all 
A deeply stimulating, heartfelt and 
surprisingly enjoyable investigation. 

Basket Case by Douglas Chirnside (Sceptre, 
£6.99) Channel 4 producer Douglas 
Chirnside's roman a clef of media folk 
bristles with mobile phones, Dolce Gabbana 
ties and naughty insinuations. In 1970, The 
Most Difficult Woman in Television (who 
sounds suspiciously like Janet Street- 
Porter), is caught shagging in the company 
library. Showing her usual presence of m in d 
she shoves a wastepaper basket over her 
lover’s head and fires the hapless intruder. 
Sixteen years on, the product of this union, 
along with half the Groucho Club, are in 
search of of Basket Case’s true identity. 
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Supping on songbirds at the palace 

E Jane Dickson suffers from a dearth of plot and fact in Venice 


R eading lisa St Aubin de Ter&n is 
like dining on songbirds. There 
is a deal of decadent glamour in 
her now novel, but little to sustain the 
reader. Set in Venice and Umbria in 
the early days of the Risorgimento, The 
Palace is an extended fantasy narrated 
by Gabriele del Campo, a peasant 
whom Fate and political upheaval turn 
into a pat rone. 

The novel opens in a Vatican gaol. 
Gabriele, a mercenary soldier fight- 
ing for Garibaldi, finds himself shack- 
led to Vitalii, a high-minded colonel 
of noble birth. Reprieved, by pure 
freak, from the firing squad. Gabriele 
reinvents himself in Vitelli's image. 
As well as lessons in etiquette, ethics 
and deportment. Vi tel I i teaches his 
protege to play cards. In return 
Gabriele, a stone-mason by trade, 
gives Viielli a guided tour of the 
splendid imaginary palace he has 
built to keep himself sane in captiv- 
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The Palace by Lisa St Aubin de Teran, 
Macmillan, £ 15.99 

ity. Liberated at last by the victorious 
redshirts. Gabriele seeks the fortune 
he requires to build his palace in the 
gaming rooms of Venice. 

St Aubin de Teran’s Venice is a place 
of unrelieved fever and fret, rotting 
piles on a lagoon stiff with submerged 
horrors. ‘The heart was dying,” reports 
Gabriele, “the lungs wheezed, the 
blood oozed round the ancient body. 
Where the mud and the sewage 
blocked veins completely, life began 
to stagnate. The ague victims were 
lowered from windows and bundled 
into boats.” 

Soon, however, our narrator devel- 
ops a sophisticated taste for corruption. 
“I viewed her {Venice] first as a bar- 
tender might view an ageing courtesan 
and then discovered gradually that, 
despite the garish paint and the peel- 
ing make-up, the shredding silk of her 
gown and the musty smell of her 
ancient flesh, she still had more wit and 
spirit than many a pretty girl and that 
she had a perfume of her own, an 
essential oil of sensuality which was 
lost in the artifice unless you were 
very near.” 

The prose is lush and occasionally 


lovely, but quite soon the reader, 
floundering in essential oils and elo- 
quence, becomes quite desperate for 
a story-Itoe. When Gabriele finally 
quits Venice to build his palace in 
Umbria and capture the heart of foe 
young noblewoman he loves from afar, 
hopes are raised, but plot seems to be 
the last thing on the author’s mind. 
Detailed descriptions of everything 
from native fauna to 19th-century 
masonry techniques are thrown up like 
roadworks to restrict the narrative 
flow. Characters are introduced with 

solicitous attention then dropped, 
never to be seen again. All that is left 
is St Aubin de Terito’s slightly woozy 
symbolism. It's all very well Gabriele 
“waiting for the sun to edge through 
the barred window and lay its light 
across my lap like^ slices of golden 
polenta so I could breakfast on mem- 
ories of home” but how appealing is 
a lapful of polenta? 

There are moments of grace; the 
description of a bolting horse, “Ham- 
mer teeth in a cavern of froth, des- 
perate eyes and its ribcage storming 
with fear” has the authenticity of per- 
sonal reaction. On the whole, however. 
The Palace seems curiously motiveless. 
St Aubin de Teran's terrifically suc- 
cessful early writing was based on her 


own extraordinary experience. Tire 
vivid prose was of a piece with a life 
lived with the contrast button turned 
right up. Her familiarity with Italy, 
where she has lived for many years, is 
not in question; yet there are huge 
gaps, not so much in her knowledge, 
as in her interest “I must confess that 
I was blissfully unaware of witnessing 
anything historically interesting” 
chirrups Gabriele of his time in 
Venice.”! could no more answer ques- 
tions on the subject of recent Venet- 
ian politics than I could describe foe 
exact surface of the moon.” Forgivable 
in a character consumed by passion, 
this blithe laziness is less charming in 
foe author. What is the point of setting 
the book in the Risorgimento if you 
are going to ignore any historical fact 
that might animate your fictional 
landscape? 

The story of Gabriele, with its 
courtly love and swarming canvas has 
more to do with Bocaccio than Vit- 
torio Emmanuele. It is almost as if 
St Aubin de Terdn has gathered up 
the bare bones of a story-from some 
scattered archive, clothed them mag- 
nificently. but failed to articulate the 
skeleton. The Palace is not a book 
that needed to be written, and it 
shows. 
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Travel companies trade in flights and ferry tickets, hotels and 
package holidays. But the image that they present is of dealing 
a much more subtle commodity.- the dream. The word crops up 
absurdly often in brochures, alongside pictures of impossibly blue 
water and perpetually perfect skies. And, since daily life is not like 
that, we predictably lap it up. 

Everyone has a dream destination or an ambitious journey 
lingering in the comer of their soul. Constrained by clocks, cash 
and courage, few are brave enough to try to realise their deepest 
dreams and settle for a humdrum holiday that is more of a 
daydream than a dip into fantasy. Some, though, hang on to 
dream and invest the time and energy needed to transcend the 
everyday. Which is why, as the longest day of the year melts into 
Midsummer’s Night, the travel pages this weekend are devoted to 
dream holidays. Fi Glover recalls the summer when she had her 
first taste of glamour and freedom, while Alison Rice checks in to 
an idyll just off the M4. But to accelerate your aspirations, begin 
below with a story of two men who chose a public transport 
passage to India. Along the way, they met Simon Calder 
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V olleys of snow pummelled 
the roof as the bus sped 
across the endless Anatolian 
plateau. Each time a gigantic 
truck blasted past in the other 
direction, the 27-seater slith- 
ered sideways. But Gurdev S ingh Manku 
and Bharat Parmar smiled with a serenity 
bora of fortitude and fortune. They were 
precisely halfway between Essex and 
Amritsar, and exactly on schedule. 

A week earlier, at eight in the morning, 
Gurdev had finished die night shift at the 
Cumberland HoteL He went home to a 
quiet street in Ilford, Essex, for his last bath 
for 5,000 miles. Next-door-but-one, Bharat, 
who works as an estimator at Mansell, 
picked up his passport and packed up the 
timetables that were to guide them over- 
land to the dty of Amritsar. 

“Gurdev is a Sikh,” Bharat says, “and 
I am a Hindu. Amritsar is holy to us both. 
So we decided to make the journey 
together” Those three short sentences 
conceal both the scale, of the enterprise 
- 10 countries and two weeks lay between 
them and their goal - and the way that the 
quest transcends centuries of tempestu- 
ous religious conflict. In Amritsar itself, 
the occupation of the Golden Temple by 
Sikh extremists was ended amid much 
bloodshed by the Indian army in 1984, an 
event that indirectly led to the assassina- 
tion of Indira Gandhi. 

Yet the two men emphasise that their 
decision to travel together was nothing 
more than a neighbourly transaction 
across a couple of garden fences. 

The trip could not have been made 
three years ago - not for reasons of reli- 
gious strife, but simply because it has been 
made possible by the Channel Tunnel: you 
can now travel by train and bus ah the way 


Journey's end: the Golden Temple at Amritsar. Below left, Bharat Parmar and Gurdev Singh Manku mirmcRAPHs frank sfooner pcvntcola kiwtz 



from Ilford to Amritsar. London Under- 
ground, though, does not (yet) sell 
through-tickets to Kashmir, so at New- 
bury Park Tube station eadi paid £L80 for 
the ride to Waterloo. As it turned out, that 
was the most expensive journey per-miie 
of the whole trip. The second most costly 
segment followed straight on: the 
Eurostar train to Brussels. By the time an 
overnight Euro lines bus from there had 
dropped them sleepily in Vienna, half the 
£300 they had allowed for transport had 
been spent Luckily, they judged right: it 
costs the same to reach the Austrian cap- 
ital as it does to travel all the way from 
Vienna to Amritsar. 

In Vienna, they drowsily paid their first 
visit to a Sikh temple. True pilgrims, Gur- 
dev and Bharat relied upon the hospital- 
ity of those along the way. The Sikh reli- 
gion provides generously for travellers, 
offering shelter and food freely. 
Refreshed, they began properly to enjoy 


the grand tour, becoming whisdestop 
tourists. After Vienna, Budapest - and the 
first in a series of train trips that were 
ordeals-by-public-transport rather than 
the sorts of rides that feature in collections 
of Great Railway Journeys. 

“The whole train from Budapest to Bel- 
grade seemed full of black-market 
traders,'’ Bharat says. “As we got close to 
the Serbian border it became a mad- 
house, with people hiding boxes full of 
trainers and darting all over the place to 
confuse the guards.” The two were able 
to prevent any additions to their baggage, 
comprising a small, stout backpack each, 
containing clothes, books, a video cam- 
era - and timetables. 

“We memorised the time of every train 
and bus we needed, but realised that the 
further east you go the more theoretical 
they become," says Bharat with an air of 
comfortable resignation to the travails of 
the journey. The train and its bedraggled 
cargo arrived exactly on time in Thessa- 
loniki Greece’s second dty is a cos- 
mopolitan place, but it does not have a 
Sikh community large enough to sustain 
a temple. Consulting the Lonely Planet 
guide, they wandered along the Acropol 


the same cheap hostel and they bade me 
“Good evening". These, I could tell, 
were no ordinary backpackers. They out- 
lined their public transport pilgrimage so 
far. To say they had a train to catch would 
be an understatement; they were dashing 
for the overnight express to Istanbul, but 
agreed to share their adventure when they 
returned. Several months and many con- 
versations later, they have helped me visu- 
alise the journey that should be the sole 
preserve of the dreamer or the doer. 

“The border crossing on the train from 
Thessaloniki to Turkey was the trickiest 
of them all" says Gurdev, “because the 
Greek frontier guards didn’t seem to tike 
my turban." Further east, the countries 
became progressively more Islamic and 
increasingly friendly to. the two British 
Indians. “All the way through Turkey and 
Iran, something tike 3,000 miles, we were 
treated with great respect and kindness.” 

One of the wonders of the modem 
world. Istanbul bus station is the busiest 
coach terminal on earth. This choking 
combination of exhaust fumes and 
exhausted passengers occupies a full 
square mile to the west of Hirkey’s largest 


city. Touts assail you the instant you arrive. 
But eventually you find a bus clean across 
to Tehran. As you cross the bridge across 
the Bosphorus from Europe into Asia, be 
sure to gaze down upon the only slice of 
sea visible for the entire journey between 
Essex and Kashmir. Then the bus accel- 
erates towards that snowy Anatolian 
wilderness and into terrain that the For- 
eign Office warns you against. Were 
Bharat and Gurdev worned? “When 
you've been on a bus for 52 hours, all you 
can think about is a wash and a deep." 

Hidden away in a corner of the Iran- 
ian capital is a Sikh temple - a cool, sim- 
ple structure where the two travellers 
sheltered from the dty, and took tea 
before the next long haul. 

The straight-line link between Tehran 
and Amritsar runs through Kabul, but 


political strife in Afghanistan means over- 
landers must perform a lone southerly 


ss.” landers must perform a long southerly 
lera diversion: across the vast bleak Iranian 
ties! desert, crossing into Pakistan just after the 
dng wind-blown dty of Zahedan. 
and Pakistan and India have squabbled for 
full half a century, partly over the disputed 
gest territoiy of Kashmir - exactly where the 
two were heading. More pre-concep- 
tions overturned: “We were wel- 
-SjjLjT, : corned as friends as soon as 

„ we crossed into Pak- 
qua , istan,” Bharat says. 
g-Sjg-. • His compan- 

,on had 

gpl^ been 




tying about how his turban would be 
received in Pakistan, but the country has 
the first significant Sikh community since 
Britain and a great deal of respect for for- 
eign visitors. 

Here, though, the schedule begun to 
unravel alarmingly. The railway from 
Quetta to Lahore is a tough 500-mile 
haul. It is especially tough if you have to 
bribe a ticket inspector to let you stay in 
the First Class corridor, crouching 
between a dozen other travellers to tiy to 
find a comfortable position in which to try 
to grab some sleep. A fellow passenger 
urged them to leave the increasingly 
unbearable train with him and take a bus 
instead. But by the time they had extri- 
cated themselves from the tangle of 
humanity, the last bus had departed for 
the day. The instigator of the interruption 
took personal responsibility for their 
plight and made alternative arrange- 
ments for them to get to Lahore. 

After 5,000 miles, Lahore would prob- 
ably constitute a good enough approxima- 
tion of paradise: broad trees shade the wide 
avenues from a belligerent sun, while a cool 
breeze rolls down from the Himalayan 
foothills and into the gracious city. 

The final frontier was a bit sticky. While 
everyone else they had met had expressed 
amazement at the journey these two mid- 
dle-aged gems were making, the Indian 
immigration officials wondered gruffly why 
they had bothered. But when the golden 
vision of Amritsar materialised before the 
travellers, exuding beauty, dignity and 
holiness, they knew why for certain. 

And then they came home again. 
Months afterwards they are still full of a 
trip about which I can only dream, and 
are thoroughly versed in the virtues of 
respect and tolerance towards travellers. 
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our special low rate of £7.50 per month 
and save our standard £20 registration fee 
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Heaven in 
a dressing 
gown 


From massages to algae body wraps, 
Alison Rice discovers the bliss of a 
break on a health farm 


INDENT l0N g WEEKEND, ' 

travel & outdoors »■» ■■ 





I don’t know why I should be $o sen- 
sitive about admitting that a dream 
holiday for me was a week at a 
health farm - sorry, health fitness 
retreat. Of all the many and exotic 
travels I’ve notched up over the 
years, this treat turned out to be the one 
‘‘adventure” that has generated the 
most questions and the most envy. And 
not just from women. 

I asked around. I sent off for 
brochures and finally I settled on 
Grayshott JfeJJ - not the cheapest but not 
quite the most expensive. It’s only an 
hour's drive from home and two women 
I know who go there promised me I 
wouldn’t feel out of of place without 
designer sportswear or a flat stomach. I 
arrived with best dressing-gown, a bag of 
books, a pair of M&S leggings and as 
much apprehension as when I first 
fetched up in Saigon orBenidorm. 

First impressions were of a country 
house that has seen better days, the sort 
of place where 
the family has 
sold off the best 
heirlooms to 
keep going. I felt 
I’d walked into 
an institute from 
a parallel uni- 
verse. The draw- 
ing room and 
the entrance hall 
and the dining 
room looked 
grand enough 
but all the guests 
were in dressing 

gowns. Everyone else sported nurse- 
type overalls and called themselves 
therapists or they wore sprayed-on 
Lycra and called themselves instructors. 
There were men around but it all felt 
very female. However, my welcome 
couldn’t have been friendlier and I was 
given a lovely large bedroom with 
views over the garden and on to the 
woodland in the distance. 

One of the many smiling uniformed 
woman took me off for my “consulta- 
tion” and asked what I’d come for. She 
offered a list of possible “goals and 
objectives” that read Rest & Relaxation. 
Exercise Regime, Dietary Regime, 
Make Changes in Lifestyle, Make 
Health a Priority, Personal Space and 
Other. 

Well, yes to all that, with Personal 


Space at the top, please, and Td like 
time to think about Other. I got my 
blood pressure and weight recorded and 
then a sensible reassuring chat where I 
was advised not to try to do too much 
Or book too many extras. A reassuring 
lack of hard-sell 

The Grayshott price includes a daily 
steam treatment and massage, break- 
fast, lunch, “cocktails” and dinner and 
all die non-alcoholic drinks you want, 
and there is a daily programme of. free 
classes and talks. The extras include 
osteopathy, reflexology, weird algae 
body wraps and facials. 

Maybe Fm lazy and was bom to be 
pampered or maybe I was just too tired 
to want to t hink for myself but I loved 
being swept along into the routine of 
this parallel universe. Every night a card 
appeared under the bedroom door with 
next day’s treatment times. AH I had to 
do was turn up at the spa area and the 
uniformed women would lead me to a 
steam cabinet 
and then a mas- 
sage table. What 
the country 

house saved on 
heirlooms it 
made up for in 
its lavish spa cen- 
tre and swim- 
ming pool. 

I loved the 
massages, but 
even better was 
breakfast in bed 
and swarming 
around all day in 
a dressing-gown and no make-up. And 
absolutely tops for me was supper in a 
dining room trimmed with flowers and 
candles, eating on a table all by myself, 
by choice, in slippers, leggings and T- 
shirt And no one batting an eyelid I 
didn’t even feel obliged to read a book 
between courses. I could stare into 
space and no one thought me strange. 
Heavea 

Not that the other guests were 
unfriendly - indeed, such a rich mix of 
stereotypes was holed up with me that 
they were the very stuff of airport nov- 
els. Dear old bats who thought we still 
had an empire to boast of. Old buffers 
who dressed for dinner and demanded 
(but didn’t get) claret, not water, with 
their steak; there was plen ty of food low 
in fat and usually tasty, and no alcohol. 
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No Quacks at Grayshott Had, just good old-fashioned needlecraft (left) 


Women so stressed out from work 
and/or personal life overloads they 
couldn’t string together a sentence. 
There was the speeding soldier (female) 
on leave from Bosnia, whose tales of 
romance on the frontline had me too 
stunned to sip ray camomile. The dis- 
trict nurse whose family had rolled 
together Christmas and birthday pre- 
sents for her two-night stay. The 
wannabe celeb (perhaps she was) drip- 
ping in gold jewellery and the elegant 
woman addressed by the staff as Lady. 
Oh, and at the end of the week the actor 
Richard Wilson checked in. 

In foT a penny ... I booked an extra 
treatment per day, including a private 
swimming lesson where for £15 1 finally 
got die courage and the knack of swim- 


ming breast stroke properly with head 
under water. The osteopathy session 
was also a life-changing marvel. The 
facial and the “body wrap” were admin- 
istered in perfunctory manner. The luck 
of the draw of the staff I suppose. I 
Liked most of them, the beauty “thera- 
pists", the instructors and the waiters. 
If they spent their time off chomping 
ihips, swigging Scotch and decrying us 
lot as pampered spoilt gits, they showed 
no sign. 

I survived the afternoon Fitness 
Wilks - four-mile, 60-minute romps 
through glorious countryside. I had a go 
at the different exercise classes (I'm 
very glad the place was half empty) and 
I turned up for the evening talks. These 
ranged from great - art appreciation 



‘The rules for the 
island's only golf 
course have had to 
be rewritten to take 
account of the 
propensity of the 
crabs to steal 
the balls’ 


M idsummer s Day is a good 
occasion to take stock of the 
travel coverage so far this 
year and look ahead to Christmas - 
and, writing from Malaga, Ross 
Pierson does both. 

“You tell us that for a ‘mere’ 
£1,402 it is possible to visit 
Christmas Island in the Indian 
Ocean for the festive season. May 
one briefly list three reasons why 
that expenditure might be ill-spent? 
1. Christmas occurs in the midst of 
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the wet season (November-March). Rain on Cl 
at that time is like standing under n fire hose. 
Leather goods - shoes, handbags, whatever - 
grow a thick, green mould overnight This is a 
daily occurence. 

2. It is also the monsoon season. The island’s 
few beaches are lashed by an Indian Ocean 
swell that dumps five-merre-high waves on 
narrow strips of shingle. Brittany in a winter 
gale, though chillier, would be a fair 
comparison. 

3. You might well encounter the return 
migration of the red crabs as they ascend from 
the shoreline to the plateau around late 
December. 

“Cl is the crabbiest spot on earth. These crabs 
are no respedors of persons. They go over, 
around or ihrough evciything and everybody in 
their path. Up to 1 million crabs arc run over on 
the island's roads in each migration season. 

“Ecologically that is insignificant, as there are 
still 99 million left, bur the smell of hundreds of 
thousands of dead crabs, in a temperature of 30C 
ami 100 per cent humidity lakes some getting 
used to. And no, they are not good eating. Even 
the Japanese occupation forces, cut off, 
desperate and starving before their surrender in 
1945, refused to eat them. They are such a 
menace that the rules for the island’s only golf 
course have had to be rewritten to take account 
of the propensity of the crabs to steal the balls. 

“On the whole, I think I would stick to a 
more traditional Yuletide.” 

“Good nostalgic stuff - but inaccurate,” writes 
Colin Murison Small from London, continuing 
today's correctional theme. He is referring to 
travellers' recollections of cut-price Channel 
crossings in the 1960s in these columns a 
fortnight ago. 

“It was Skyways, not Skywings, who ran the 
Lympne-Beauvais link; and Silver City flew 
Bristol Freighters from Lydd, not Lympne.” 
These errors crept in during the editing process - 
or, more accurately, I goofed. Mr Murison Small 
continues; “You might have mentioned, for state- 
registered old dodderers like me, that the 
Haiwich/Hoob service carried all the national 
servicemen between the UK and the British 
Army of the Rhine on secondment and leave.” 

We caused a few problems for an institution in 
Cardiff last week. In our feature on belly 
dancing, wc gave what we thought was the UK 
contact number for the Turkish belly-dancing 
school; most unfortunately, the number printed 
is that of an old people's home. The staff tells us 
that they do not (yet) offer exotic dancing 
lessons to residents. My apologies; the correct 
number is 01545 570742. 


It ill-behoves any writer to draw attention to the 
typographical errors of other publications, so I 
shall not name either of ihe travel trade journals 
responsible for a couple of classic clangers. 
Feminists may be delighted to learn that Virago 
Brazilian Airlines is adding flights between 
London and Sao Paulo in ApriL. but disappointed 
when they discover that the real name of the 
airline is the much more macho Varig. Perhaps 
they might prefer a holiday in a Somerset seaside 
resort - such as Western Super Mare. 

This column operates a boycott of soft targets 
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Distant dreams 


of £559 including room- only accommodation at _ . , 
the Hotel Coco Verde. ; 

Hong Kong stops being British nine days^ ‘ 

tod^, andafteryeare of telling us how fhghs^ 

hotels would be fully booked for the hand-over, , / 
the travel industry has suddenly realised 
still spare capacity for the event Tradfindera 
(0171-938 3939) has come up with a wacky deal .- •• 
involving flying out this coming FndayonGulf - 
Air and returning five days later on Alitalia, for ... . 
£1,034 including hotel accommodation. - 


PHOTOGRAPHS: NICOLA KUKTZ 

and nutrition - to dreadful; a so-called 
introduction to Feng Shut 
After six days I was four pounds 
lighter and unrecognisably calmer. Six 
months later, the weight loss has stayed 
with me. Sadly, the calmness hasn’t. 

Grovshott Hall, Headkre Road, Gnxyshott, 
near Hindhead, Surrey GU266JJ (01428 
604331). Alison Rice paid £145 (includ- 
ing service and VAT) a niglu for single 
occupancy of a double room. The extras 
cost £35 for a hydrotherapy hath treatment, 
£25 for reflexology. £32 for osteopathy, £38 
fora facial and £15 fora private swimming 
lesson. 

The writer is director of programmes at the 
Travel Channel, on cable and satellite. 



such as amusing mistranslations on foreign • / 
menus. But the Restaurant U Liszta in =• 

Bratislava is not in this category, with a perfect 
coaversion from Slovak to English; it is just the - ’> • 
contents that wony me. 

Under the heading “Diet Meals”, the .. -V 
restaurant offers three options: 

1. Boiled beef, stewed vegetables. J 1 

2. Stewed vegetables, ox eye. 

3. Stewed vegetables, boiled potatoes. I 

Somehow I can’t see this regime catching oh ; 

at Grayshott Hall (see Alison Rice’s story, 7 ■ 
above). 
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That Sum mer: in the first of a series recalling seminal journeys, Fi Glover remembers a 
tortnight in the South of France with a blond, a camper van and a hostess dressed in Chanel 

Technicolour dream Cote 
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T en years on, that summer feels like a 
dream. Alex had natural rhythm. She 
could just get up on stage and dance. My 
dancing on the other hand made me 
appear to be having some kind of fiL But 
Alex persuaded 17-year-old me that it was 
a stunningly gpod idea to enter the Go Go Club's 
dance competition, held every Saturday at Juan Les 
Pins' finest nightspot. You had to get on stage and 
gyrate to Rick Astley for about two minutes. The 
person who made the crowd clap loudest won 50 
francs* a sickly cocktail and the undying admiration 
of all die cocky French boys who wore their trousers 
too high and bad packets of Dunhill wedged in their 


down from Calais. I nearly wilted, I thought they 
were so cooL So me, Alex and her friend Kathy ana 
Jamie and Dim spent two weeks baring round the 
comiche in a shabby van that smelt of boys and fags 
and booze. I thought life couldn't get any better. 

I didn't realise that people actually lived in vil- 
las like Alex's, with manicured front' gardens and 


of sheer pity. I think Alex won the competition. I 
know that I came last. 

It was the summer of 1987 and I had just finished 
my A-levels. 1 didn’t really know Alex but we came 
from the same town in Hampshire and 1 bad got 
bored with the people 1 was meant to be staying with 
in the South of France so 1 phoned her and, with 
the arrogance of that age. asked if I could come and 
stay at her infinitely plusher villa perched high on 
the hills above Cap d'Antibes. 

A day later, I pitched up, as did two other Win- 
chester stragglers. Jamie was tall and blond and sexy, 
and his friend was darker, duller but nevertheless 
appealing. He was called Jim or Tim or maybe even 
Dim. They had a VW combi which they had 
strapped together with bits of hope and spluttered 


Visitors’ book 

Emerson’s House, Stone 
Town, Zanzibar 

“Hotel elegant, graceful and 
peaceful- Dinner experience — - 

good training for epicurean Ov 

mountaineers” - Sandy, 

Twickenham 

“Returned to find my roots 

Bargain of the week 


and the essential crystal-clear pool Alex said that 
Ozzy Osborne had the villa next door, and we spent 
a lot of time peering aver the incredibly high walls 
trying to catch of gumpse of a real rock star or at 
least a rock star's entourage. When we finally did 
see the occupants, they looked more like the kind 
of couple who came from a small town in Germany 
and went to swingers’ parties at the weekends. But 
that didn't dull the allure of the Cdte d'Azur. Ever 
since Coco Chanel turned the Cap d'Antibes into 
the melanoma Mecca of the Western World in the 
Thirties, it has attracted the kind of people who wear 
linen suits that don't crease and have skins to match 
their Louis Vuitton luggage. 

Juan Les Pins sits in the bosom of the Cdte, mid- 
way between Antibes and St Tropez. It’s like a trashy 
white stiletto on an otherwise weu turned out Irenes 
woman. It's famous for two things: the jazz festival 
held there in May, and the fact tnai it's mentioned 
in the song “Where do you go my lovely?". It's a 
pretty town that is now slighuy dwarfed by the big 
blocks of flats on the seafront. The population is 
small in winter but swells to unbearable proportions 
every summer when Europe's moneyed £lite 


descend and sit around the caffe on the promenade 
making sure they look as rich as everyone else. With 
Cannes, Nice and the Principality of Monaco all 
within shouting distance it's a magnet for the kind 
of ladies who always have their bOtini Jines waxed. 
Their blokes are invariably older and have white gin 
palaces that they moor in' the Tiny harbour at Juan. 
The villas up on Cap d'Antibes once hosted parties 
for the likes of the Fitzgeralds and then for Brigitte 
Bardot Now Joan Collins and George Michael nave 
taken over. 

Nobody seems to do very much apart from tan 
and chat m Juan Les Fins. But for those two weeks 
10 years ago it didn't matter. We didn't have many 
plans anyway apart from working out which direc- 
tion to send our hopping hormones in - so we just 
cruised around and sniggered at the smart people 
on the pay beaches. The "boys had ridiculously small 
trunks on and seemed genuinely concerned about 
t ann ing their buttocks to the max ... and the girls 
had the kind of upwardly nubile boobs that even 
after childbirth probably won’t look like two fried 
eggs sliding out of opposite sides of a frying pan. 

I was amazed at the fact that people paid to gp 
on beaches just because some poor geezer came 
along and raked the sand in front of their loungers 
even? hour on the hour. We spent most of our days 
on the public beaches which are far more suited to 
the kind of throwing and kicking games that you 
always end up playing when you see some sand. 

Most of all, though, I was awed into silence by 
Alex's mum who was the epitome of elegance. She 


wore about seven outfits during the course of the 
day. She had a swimming outfit, a lunch outfit and 
when she drove into Juan to buy dinner in the after- 
noon she changed into a Chanel suit. Her kind of 
shopping seemed to consist of buying two baguettes, 
a fat bunch of parsley and some french beans. With 
Uiis minimal load she'd go into the kitchen and turn 
it all into a salade Nicoise for the five new house 
guests that had suddenly descended on her calm. 
I'd never met anyone like her. She used to tell Alex 
which clothes went with which hairstyle, a conver- 
sation that my mother had never felt the need to 
have with me. She put up with us spluttering home 
in the combi at ungodly hours hours of the morn- 
ing, and skinny dipping and doing nonsense things 
just because it was the middle of the night - and 
when we ran out of tabs she kindly allowed us to 
bum long, thin Peter Stuyvesaru cigarettes off her. 

My eyes hurt by the end of our trip because I’d 
stared at people so much. I think I promised myself 
tbat one day I’d be that eleeant ana have lots of out- 
fits and do things with parsley and beans. In fact my 
sister and I made a drunken pact one night after! 
got back from the Cote d'Azur experience. We said 
that when we were 60 we'd live in a big villa on Cap 
d'Antibes and wear lopsided bouffant wigs ana 
dodgy full make-up ana tan ourselves to the point 
of leather. Thankfully neither of us still hola that 
ambition close to our hearts. 

The last 1 heard of Alex she was doing something 
dangerously close to bp dancing in a nightclub - per- 
haps she was inspired by her win at the Go Go club. 
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i bumped into Jamie once a couple of years ago: 
he was flogging photocopiers in Fulham Broadway. 
I don't know what happened to Jim, or Tim or Dim. 
The combi van collapsed on its way back to Britain 
and is probably still m a lay-by off the autoroute. 

I went hack to Juan Les Pins last week as part 
of a new job. I'd forgotten about the dreadful 
daocing competition - until I turned on the radio 
while we were speeding east up the comiche late 
at night. An Americanised DJ came on the dial 
playing one of those self congratulatory jingles that 
are meant to make you think that you're listen- 
ing to the station that has interviewed all the stars. 
“Hi! I’m George Michael". “Hi! I’m Barry White", 
“Hi! I'm Rick Astley". 1 think I had the grace to 
blush in the car. 

Flying to the Cdte d'Azur has become tougher since 
both.4ir France and At UK dropped diet services fivm 
London to Nice. The lowest fares are EasyJet's { 01582 
445566) fivm Luton, £105. 70-£165. 70 return includ- 
ing tax. British Midland (0345 554554 ) and British Air- 
ways (0345 222111) each flies from Heathrow. 
Eurostar ( 0345 303030) has a £109 return to Nice, plus 
Montpellier, Nunes, Toulon and Avignon. From Lon- 
don Waterloo via Lille or fbris takes around 11 hours 
to Nice. French Government Tourist Office, 178 Pic- 
cadilly. London W1V0AL (0891 244123). 

Fi Glover returns to the Cdte d ‘Azurfor BBC2's 
Travel Show’, when its new series begins on Mon- 
day at 8.30pm. 



something 
to declare 


London to Linz, Birmingham 
to Baku and Glasgow to 
Gothenburg - ail journeys 
that are available at cut-price 
to under-26 travellers this 
summer. Lufthansa has rolled 
out its airborne alternative to 
InterRail, the Young Europe 
Special air pass. You can con- 
struct any itinerary on 

Lufthansa and Lauda Air ser- 
vices (minimum of four and a 
of 10 flights), links 
between most European des- 
tination s cost £59 each, while 


destinations in Eastern 
Europe, Cyprus, Ttirkey and 
the former Soviet Union are 
£69 each. Taxes, which may 
be substantial, are extra. The 
best value is obtained by trav- 
elling to far-flung destina- 
tions such as Reykjavik, 
Casablanca and Odessa. Sec 
http:/AvwwJufthansaxo.uk on 
the Internet. You should 
book through a student and 
youth travel specialist such as 
Campus Travel or STA 
Travel, 


WORLDCOVER 

•ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

CALLUS ON 0800 365 121 


(bom in Zanzibar 7.9.31)" - 
Richard Addis 

“Thanks for the time-warp 
back to the olden days of 
Zanzibar" - Illegible, Los 
Angeles 

“My son said TTs like being 
in the Sultan’s cave’. A 
good place to celebrate 
daddy’s 47th birthday" - 
Lars, Denmark 

True or false 

True or false: “You can drink 
as much as you like on a 
plane" 

False: “The aircraft captain 
has the legal authority to 
refuse boarding to any 
passenger that he or she 
considers unfit to travel, and 
to anyone whose behaviour 
or condition, under the 
influence of alcohol or 
drugs, may be a threat to the 
safety of the aircraft, 
passengers or crew. Airlines 
may also deny boarding to 
any passenger whose 
presentation and dress may 
cause offence to people of 
other religions or cultures. If 
a passenger becomes 
disorderly during a flight, 
the captain is entitled to 
land at the nearest airport 
and have him or her 
removed from the aircraft" 

- Thomson Holiday Guide, 
Summer '97 


Hungary: “Racially motivated 
attacks by skinheads against gyp- 
sies, Afrksns and Arabs arc not 
unknown, and the murder of a 
British tourist on Margaret Islands 
in Budapest in the summer of 1995 
has turned that idyllic spot into a 
ghost town after dark” - Hungary 
(Lonely Planet. £11.99). 

Namibia: “In the last couple of 
years there has been an alarming 
increase in rapes and violence in 
general against women, albeit 


Trouble spots 

Warnings in 
new guide books 

mostly confined to the townships. 
Therefore, women travellers unfa- 
miliar with the area are advised to 
avoid walking around by themselves 
at night " -Namibia Handbook 
(Footprint, £9.99). 

Washington DC: “It's true, DC ain't 


Kansas: scan any copy of the Wash- 
ington Post for a rundown of the lat- 
est drive-by shootings and crack- 
war escapades. However, almost all 
the crime that makes the newspa- 
per headlines takes place in neigh- 
bourhoods (most of NE, SE and 
distinct parts of upper NW) that 
tourists have no business venturing 
into" - The Rough Guide to Wash- 
ington DC (£S.99). 

Zambia (Lusaka): “Cairo Road and 
the streets on its west side are dan- 
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ge rous. People get mugged regu- 
larly here and pickpockets prowl 
the markets and bus stations. Natu- 
rally, rich-looking tourists are a 
tempting target" -Malawi Mozam- 
bique and Zambia (Lonely Planet 
£9.99). 

Contact the Travel Advice Unit on 
0171-238 4503 or 4504, or fax 0171- 
238 4545; on the Internet, at 
http:lfwwwLfco.gov.ukl or on BBC-2 
Ceefax from page 470 onwards 


Save £££*s 

on our Fast Ferry brochure rates 
to France with the new EURO 
ECONOMY FARE! 

SAVINGS UP TO £112 for a car 
and five people, depending when 
you sail. 

Bookings must be made 30 days in 

advance. Other conditions apply. 

ail 0345 16 OO 00 for details 
or contact your travel agent 

HoIymanBB 


EURO*ECOMOMY*FARE We sail to please 
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ase 
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travel & outdoors 


SATURDAY 21 JUNE 1997 


INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKB^f:. 


One man’s poison 


Days out: Catherine Stebbings and 
her family explored a Devon town 
with an arsenic and copper heritage 




H idden in an overgrown bend of the Catherine 

nish meadows and forests. The small vil- you " ex P cn5Ive i once 

lage operated as a port for nearly 1,000 Sod n U h Mci - he 

years. By the 19th centuxy, ir was export- SfS, ol ? f JL rW,!!^ ^ S' 3 ™® 

ing more copper-ore than most pom in „fcj “* ^ 




lagc to rely on producing arsenic, poi- 
soning the valley and its inhabitants!^ 
the turn of the century the quay had 
become derelict and the community dis- 
solved with it, leaving behind only silted 
inlets, flooded mine-shafts and dilapi- 
dated buildings. 

The restored village, with its quay, 
mine and farm, now makes a Living 
from tourists, although visitors, staff 
and conservationists tend to mingle into 
one community. A little train rattles deep 
into the dank copper mine then trundles 
home above the river bank. Children skip 
and chatter in the old school playground 
and people tuck into pasties and ale out- 
side the Ship Inn. A great water-wheel 
slowly turns in the heart of the village, 
while shipwrights hammer away at the 


everything. They would probably enjoy 
this well into their teens. 

Imogen 

I had a really good day seeing the village 
as it was. We went on a little train into 
the copper mine which was dark, noisy 
and very scary. They had models of min- 
ers cutting the rock away: just men and 
boys, some only eight years old. They got 
very cold, wet and dirty. The dust made 
them ill and the noise made them go dea£ 
It was a horrible job. The women and 
girls worked above the mine, separatin'* 
the copper from the rock. 

The cottage was very pretty and filled 
with old furniture and some lovely 
sewing. There was an old newspaper 


mm 


■-* '-gen Stettin* a, Mo^ttan, Qu^ 

restore areas of the massive quay. At the with e was a room scotch maAles and skittles. We play 

other end of the village, bulbous, mag hfo. r f ound | r a il iAfor^cn-no k„» r n SOrae of these at m Y schooL 

ZLSZS'T ^ Oaudia 

This is veiy much a living museum with re^liLl^u^IdymL^earidt^ SiS th |? We “ w 80ine horses with 

plenty to see and do. A small Victorian water ^ electricity with long hairy legs, chickens, rabbits, goats 


■ m ' ■ 


scotch, marbles and skittles. We play 
some of these at my schooL 


plenty to see and do. A small Victorian 
cottage is beautifully presented with 
period furniture and a garden to match. 
There is a little museum on local mining 
and there’s an impressive selection of cos£ 
tumes at the Limebumer’s cottage - any- 
one wishing to can uy them on. There are 
tours, demonstrations and talks for those 
wanting to know more, and excellent 
workshops for children itching to get then- 
hands dirty. 

The visitors 

Catherine Stebbings, a freelance writer, 
and her husband Jonathan, a teacher, 
took their daughters, Imogen, 7, Polly, 5 
and Claudia, 2. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


r . * t/ ’ — — — •uk'ifiiai tudLb 

and a black turkey with a pink fece and 
a wobbly nose. I -went on a train into a 
tunnel which was really dark and verv 
scajy for Polly. 


MbrwellhamQuayisinaverynicepIace s^forPoIfy * “ "**** 

beside the river. It looks yeuy old and 

there are lots of people in *The deal 


r-. - «ian uai CIUU 

a muff to keep my hands warm. The ladv 
who dressed me said that this is what I 
would have worn to go to church. I 
looked really nice. 

I enjoyed playing in the school play- 
ground where there were lots of old sorts 
of games like skipping, fishing, Hop- 


Opening times: I0am-5J0pm daily 
Nov-Easter, lOam^Opm. copper mine 
and grounds only. Dogs on leads. (Check 
the time of mine tours and carriage rides 
on arrival.) Last admission two "hours 
before closing time. Average visit four 
to sl\ hours. 


Admission: Tickets include a ride in a 
horse-driven carriage and the train trip 
into the copper mine. Fiamily ticket (two 
adults, two children) £21, adult £7.90, 
children £5,50, OAP £7. Return tickets 
valid for one year at reduced cost. 

Access: Expect to do a lot of walking. Dis- 
abled access is poor, buggies are hard work. 

Attractions: Small playground, tradi- 
tional games in school playground. A 
daily agenda of special events is issued 
with your ticket, which includes demon- 
strations, photo opportunities, harbour 
master’s tour artd children’s workshops. 

Food: the Ship Inn Restaurant serves ale 
in brown jars and a selection of very hearty 
pasties £2.75. Children's meals £1.75. 

Toilets: Good facilities throughout the 
site. 


PHOTOGRAPH: APEX/MARC HILL 

■ : PIT STOP 

The Quay atCotehdeSt Dbmkiick,Yv 
near Saltash (0 1579350024). M 
A stretch of woi^lai^:s^3pret^ >..^v 
Cotehele Quay from .Cdtehele.^lo^'^ 
(near the .yillage:rf^jn^art)iprf^f 
quayside, 

1 9th-century^ 

Trust's EdgcumbeAirns ss-Set fri a^ v; 
former time-vrarkerls^d^i^^ylhk^:^: 
lateir became.a 

a tea room where refi^tirriente gre’i'.V. 
available an.dayfhbrrte-made setip':>? 
(£2.35), 

jacket potatoes (£2.95); trea{Je fert ^ 
and clotted cream ®2'55>/Gh3cfriert i S 
portions are available. JVew ; tfris^ year f 
is a sea lawn. ' ::.." 5 

From Egjart Rdnajfs ^L/rcfe ^.iDti^*^ 
children come too? (Bookman; '£&$&£ 
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UK Travel 
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• «OCHOM MOW OUT. 

• NEW best ewer brochure • 

• hot off the press. Don't « 

• delay - phone now! # 

• Nortnanbcrtand. • 

a Narth York Morvxl 

• Dorea - W*w Comtry. • 

I Southern Ireland ^ 


Interested in a holiday in 
the UK? »' 
Then look at / 1 

H^EV^ 

Internet • I 
Tourist Guide 

h%y/www.har%wd>xo.nk 


DELIGHTFUL FARMHOUSE BAB. 
rural setting. All bdims on-suite. 
Lv. full ongflsh braaksfast is 
mine Stansied airport (courtesy 
c» avail). Please call 01799 
543429 



Special Interest 


COTTAGES A HOUSES - West 1 1 

BSIBP u sss 

u>uuunta«vauiHMityU8L ActMtiea 01432 830003. 


Pombrokealtira July 12 - 1 B. full 
board wflh tutifon. E375. Acorn , 
ActMtieo D 1 432 830083. | 

Devon & Cornwall 


| holidays Afloat UK | 

BRITAIN'S BEST SaJf Drive Nar- 
rowbo* Holidays WMartchofee. 
Beginners very welcome. Tel 

01905 726025. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hams. Lin boots. (01256) 
703801. 

AWARD WINNING NARROW. 
BOATS horn 4 axcoBenr bases, 
tourist board graded. Short 
breaks and longec Bnoch M 
(01*1)4452909 

Cotswolds 

SHAKESPEARE 
COUNTRY SPECIAL 

Enjoy a break at our 
CotswoW Manor House in 
the vfflaga of Long 
Crompton. Super home 
cookfng. All rooms en sufle. 
2 nts £75 DB&B 3 nts £100 
DB&B W/end Special £87 
01608 684218 


Activity Holidays 

GLIDING HOLIDAYS 

— u ^^^oeifei^aeem^^samBei^amsi 

BlBritama gamier ghdrngeJnb,ataaled at 


No experience aeeenary Sir 5 djv HgMqyaiunai 
^ Bl BrltaiM jeaniergtidnigcJnb, etualed at 
Kerns DmstaUe Down. 

m Aba available 

C fldiny D«y a and THaJLeawna 
OPT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

).■-*? For brochure call 

PWf LONDON GLIDING CLUB 
TVing Road, Dunstable. 
RfTEl Beds LU62JP 

■ Tel: 01582 663419 
Faae 015B2 6B5744. 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 
01352 780503 
(NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE ; 


LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12.000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Colour Brochure 


AM YACHTS JfiYA 

' SaBng hoatafs wtfi e>pert near 
■ Ural kiAMual or bm* nondays 
■ MiO and /wwoowass 
' Baginoore to aibaiced 
■ Bodpri) Am of dtogtoas and yacNn 
* Uad saiEng <*aie>s 
MC10J-Y POWTSAOJU CENTRE 
Poote, Domrt 
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Depffl&Cormdl 


teuummaam. 
nan ’SfEJP MhWIB WKn ' 

JW S95 £11 A £210 

JUL £105 £U6 5*40 

SW kSo 

SI Sf £210 

°S_ 8106 £190 

"W Mmwb prtea an oar. 


*/BW 14-WKS 
3-HI3 4 MIS 

575 £106 
S1TA 

*B £115 

576 £106 
we £9s 


w-»d M-wn war 

5jm 4 NTS 7KI5 
w sw SIM 
WJ 5106 9160 

W7 sacs £180 
Sg «6 fiMO 
567 MB £J4® 
L l 3MF*ia loom nWr 
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I on »f Saheday. WUu ei 
oo**** b£K*MB tram Oct to 


plus — 

CHRISTMAS s»»sl S S MM 
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DEVONU HOIELS-ILFRACOMBE DEVON 

UUNgTONHOlEL OSAftyRtE^' wJSSSSS^^ jUtSSSP 

** wirir bmwie 

SSSBS^SS. JSSSJtStrn jj4>s« COUOUB7V 




lIEUHMNHwriiZaaz 


AIL ROOMS 
BMUI1C 
COUOUK7V 

RAfitO 


- if— f 

• lt»l /Ar*rfc ,4l<zrto* 

A Hoi JW Houvr 
■vaanivaniKinNtfi 
awe dar T» Itno Vdln 

r2 DAY BREAKS £63 pppd-i 
| Inc. 5 COCTRXE DINNER, 

1 BEPABAEAIJAST | 
■ Cm, r-hln* . Golf . Trrwu 
• W«B» m dac imnd. and cnlu, Ac 
trf .ASKc or r-> rrlcc. 
W WTUXOME FAMILIES 
BL'KIUNCTON. X DEVON 

1!= 01769 560501 = 

r FARMING COTTAGES 

Lovely houses and apartments 
DEVON/DORSET BORDER 
coast or country 

^ornmii 

* For FmCofcm Smew* 

W MRXBEfiE HOLIDAYS 

01 297 22925 

w Fob Sw. Saai Onn BHz ax 
Itauns Boat! hsnsQKf 

DEVON CONNECTION. Loxury 
Bams, pool, bat TU 01 S4S560984 

CORMSH WELCOME COTTAGES. 

Hot ofl the pun n«M BB 7 bMI 

o»w ectour brochure. Phone 
now!) 01 756 702201 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tage* throughout (01752) 
*6071 1. 


COUNTRY HOUSE HOTELS - Superb views. land »d «mto. 
Spacioas, comfortable looigos, patios - 200 acres. 
IHUQUUE CRAFT CftTRE - Fell TmilfM - PettHy, Candles, 
Glass Engraving, EnamalBnD. PalnSog, Pfcbra Ramhig. 
ft S HEATED lain or Pood, Sana, Bsdmlnhw, 

teBbet ARtotxOmris.fcaah-ALLfltEL 
OUTDOOR Bonli.TtanlS, WaRu- ALL FREE 
Watersports, Rock 5 Abseil, Cradle. 
^>fe{tiii) IFREE ^ on 2 x IB Hole Long Courses + 
CBsy^^'U Holo PAR 3 . Pitting Range. GoK font. 


MID AUG - 4 Nts£ 19 #£Z 25 ; 7 Ms £ 319 / 379 -FULL BOARD 
WP SEPT. 4 MS Wfithrk £ 162 / 174 ; 3 Ms £ 138/145 - D 8 B 


The Palace Hotel 

Tov«|«aay TQ 1 3 TG 

. . ^rvatei>- owned 

The ^unrivalled 

| tsure facilities 

•' • indoor and 

. outdoor tennis 

courts ana swimming pools. An exceptionally high 
standard of sorvice and excellent cuisine awaits! 

3 night breaks available from £150.00 pp DBB. 
Can only be booked up to eight weeks in advance. 

Telephone: 01803 200200 


i SIDMOUTH ] 

Peace and quiet ina beautiful 
family run Georgian hotel, 
lovely gardens and views. 
Bccefert food. En suits rooms; 
ad TV. leafcoBee faeftties. 
□BAB from £244/E265 pAv 
£40 per day 

Sidreount Hotel HI 395 513432 

Hhtcrloo Doufit l^otri 

Ilfracombe. North Devon 

tkttfltfbl Oqtzud Btid n 
ttfnusrte. tWw .iiw Itu ijnfa 

S ima sbpifc bd/nni jdJ baitisu 
E’xrbni ciuMne. 

t'TjnNed.’ti Broil null Pnkns and 
® StnalcniBindCiv-m 

4 4. joJ f Jah .1 oi DBSA li.m £ IflU 
Midueek jnd Gmnnei hnafc. jiuLibk 
Bfivhmr 

01271 863060 

ARNE SELECTION of Cortina* on 
bolh coasts ot Cornwall and on 
Sdny. Brochure tram Cornish Tra- 
dBtattl Cottages. (01208) 
-» ya5» 7 bay personal sarvlea 
BamBpnL 

2 FREE COLOUR GUIDE to tha 500 
t g“- v al - UB cb Baa— In Davon 
101271) 7K322. 

L pOWEY/polruan, Charming 
1 Superb 

a view*. Central Honing. DfatgNas 
wvaHablo. Fait wofeoma. oisyg 

344687 | 

l- UOURY FLAT. Steeps 5.0 m mff« 
n MIL TM 01546 560964 

CORWSH COUNTRY MANOR. 
EnctaMng Umar Vafty. Area ol 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Cointry kjver* retreaLSummw 
b*h* £98 3nta OBSB. 01822 
03Q442 

U5VON. Converted bam. wftti log 
bumar, on beautiful 1 5C fane in 
poacahil valley. Date* stn avafl- 
„ jf^Stps «. 1M: 01806 80071. 
SALCOMBE .KoHalon, nr Lanna- 
combe baautUuf 18C cottage, 
sips 7.TJ, large gdru c o trtfor ta bte. 
spacious, nr sacral bsachas and 
wata. aval July- September, Trt 
01 22S 833316 

NORTH CORNWALL. Warn A » 
ta/aty COttbgs. Avail 1M0 Aug 
C325PW £ Sept C275pw. Moon 
land vfllago. Utter peace. Loo 
grta.2dbleMiTns.Log8nw.Gfo. 
Hous wanting. Dogs mkame. 
01208860188. 

ALL DATES AVAILABLE. 1st « 
cdvwL 4 bdim character cottage, 
dose Exmoor 6 coast (01823) 
672047. j 

APPLEDOflE N. DEVON. Lovely 

Period quayside house. In hoart O 

0 tchamto 1 gc 0 Bstalv 1 ll 3 ne.MiL 1 
parking. Waal 8/10 NEW. Most < 
I 0Waavati.UI;01Z71 858441 | 


SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays hWi rid 
backup.W/ends or longer. For 
Broch: (01449) 721555 
SOUTH DOWNS BIKE HIRE . Tour 
Brighton and the Downs. Tele- 
phone: 01273 857433 
ACTIVITIES FOR SINGLES, land, 
lies A groups. Choice of 150 
mngs to do. Acorn Activities 
01432 830083. 


] I" Isle of Wight 
f JUNE SPECIALS 

3 NIGHTS FROM £99 

Bed. treaUnt tmi evtefag neat 
Laipc rairaDt hold, cmeruinmcm. 
indoor pooLpcom. uinu. 

* FREE CAR FERRY * 
SxnSrtntfciM* Hard 
ScaTronL Samlomn. Uk of W«hi 

Tel: 01983 406655 

"J SIGHTS JULY 
V FROM HOT J 

The Lake District 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGE8 . Hot on tha press new 
TW7 beat aver colour brochure. 
Phono nowfl 01756 702208 
HJLLTHWAITE HOUSE, Winder- 
foOTB, TtMmbammr Road, over- 
looking lake. All rooms emu he 
(some with Jacuzzi baths) Saurf- 
[Jlp TV. teamafclng. Sauna. TVlo 
Steam Room and heated Indoor 
pool solely for our guests' use. 
2nfoh«, 5courne CJrmnr BAB 
IncLVAT only £99. 3nlghu only 
El 30. Brochure: 015394*3636 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES tar 
two In a sacral corner of South- 
«n Laketand.1W.-0i 5395 36475 
CUMBRIAN COTTAGES 200 lake- 
tand cottages. ETB taspectod 
Short broaks S kno dhicoums. 
TolaphonK 01228 599950 


| Norfolk | 

FARM ANNEX nr Swafftum alps 
2/3. Pool, sauna, bird watching. 

Owner aromatheraptet/reBexoto- 

01366 32a 287. 

NOflFOUC- LovBJy old cotLage.ktyt- 

nc vtaage, nr Btekeney coaaL CH. 
Rayburn, traditional dreplaca, 
enclosed garden, 5+ coL no 
pete Tel [01223)323486. 

|_^_Northumbria j 

SUPERB cottages. Northumbria. 
Vod Dales. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 01 Z44 345700 

The Peak Djgfaict^J 

-PEAK COTTAGES- OuaRty ac 
acoom. In Dertryshtra Deles and 
ftaahe. Brodwre 01142 620777 


Are we 

nearly there? 

Industrious days out for kids 

New Lanark J 

S^^sSSSS^'!'- 

themill has long smee ^ f 
clmed. Industrial reh'cs are mos 11 ^ 11 ; ; > 

pSed. While the “-U, me Mc^od : , 
Exoerience" is a throwback to l&w , 
Eh tbe eyes of a 10 -yearfd m®- f->5- 
adjacent Falls of CWenj^ne- 
Serve add ro what is one of Scotland’s^ ; 
finest days oul . .. f >.c. 

* S 

(2+4) £12.50. 1 m 

Wigan Pier (01942 323666). Wbrkfog-f ^ 
class histoiy comes to life as children cant 

experience far themselves a Victonan : 
classroom, complete with authentically 
dressed staff and ensuing discipline. . ^ 
Discover how cotton was made in ine .• 
Cotton Machinery Hall, see the world s - 
largest steam engine, then recover from - .«... 
such dJ igence by cruising around the _ : ^ 
pier, or eigoying the special events sutai ^ ■ 

as steam fairs and brass bands. 

Mon-Thurs 10am-5pm, Sal-Sun Ham- jjjSf 
5pm. Adults £4.95, concessions £3.95. . 

Black Country Living Museum, Dudley S® 
(0121-557 9643). Join the life of a -f J?.; 

traditional industrial village, famous for 
its coal mining and iron-working. See 
craftsmen at work, take a trip under- j F glp 
ground to see a mine from the 1850s, «$|p' 

visit a silent rinema. Yet after all that 
the children will probably love the eanaH li b 
tunnel trip and the electric tramcar ride 
more. 

Open during die summer 10am-5pm. f vy. 
Adults £6.95, OAPs £5.95, children 5-17%f% 
£4.50, famiN (2 + 3) £19.50 f r§ 

_T-;2u ■, 

Stott Park Bobbin Mill, Cumbria 
(01539 531087). A visit to this mill i 

takes you into the world of the early 4-^' j 

1900s, when Lancashire cotton mills * . j 
were flourishing. You can see how the 'yk 1 

mill worked, and take a dose look at ~ *]. J* 
the water-powered machines and tbe y ^ 
engine (in operation Tues/Wed/Thurs). 

Access ro the mill is by guided tour t r . 
only. l-'.J - . 

Daify until October lOam-Spm. Adults * 

£ —70 l concessions £2, children £1.40. 

Jodie Inveme - 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


I Wales . *| 

r^efeddTan Hotef 

I Nkwrimi N*tiooil P»ik.comminifin( Woaatubrviewi overihe I 

| temcav thh hmfly run Coinwry Htxisa Hold h [he perfect pl*ce tor I 
I , **aride 8 cowry hotd^i. 1 

J WaraieF. Superb rwauram, t 

I P 1 ^ area. From PP D»AB I- 

. f eVS^ ynC OFFER l I 

ASJOggyoarfwrtrtaY — — 
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PEMBROKESHIRE 


Scotland 


Dorset 

ComdiylBetei^ 

boncliaa«ntlawlnlatxriot«acom niyti i u to 

11 111 Cstoor Brochure AvilUMe, 

Warthtat, Oorstl, BP20SAL ^ 


k "CONSULT THE EXPERTS 1 
M Over 3.fli.C .%ir-caiering 

■ properties m all areas 
B^ntm luxury- houses ro 
, crnl 'i collages. 

' w rilu nr phone 

toje-'- — ^^lor brochure: i 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

[Jw now forte; oricur brochure 

01239-881397™* 


FREE HOLIDAYS! 

fcJira (b) . wuh cvltw 

rod of June Short Break. 
V“' 4tea/IBe tumnw 

,a, »D hNiUa, .idc,, 

■"Iflli friHn 

Coastal Cottages 


BRILLIANT BREAKS - W. hotels. 
B*Bo. Cottages, FarmiioosoBL 
Ca,wan »- MW 8 Warn Coast 
^Fraep»«tebooldng.^55 

PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Water- 
>««rt»y- Brochure 
T«L (««7) 532485 any Wire. 

°OWER WySic I7C farm house In 
“era*, apecacutor views. 
WteullB. BB&DM E26JM), lie bat 
WMt Broch 01289SB5W0 

G 2!f E S^ 0 ^ B0 10 hdt- 

fon. Sljw 7 +■ coi. Most date 
Games room. 01 B 27 



m 

°Fnam.iT 


BEAMINSTER. Stone — — g- -rtih r— 111 

garflan. Sleeps 4/7. Sea B AntHio 1 

mite. ETB 2 keys approved. EraSl Anglia I 

E25D-C300PW. 0181 BS2 0633 J 

I Ireland I 


IRELAND 

mo wn* non lmmcsm 
1^1 ffiRBT F3EEHET HUWEL insnB>|r~5] 

raoi81«514*514lM 


_ 30 Frederick Si. 
^^BEdinburgli EH- 2JR 

S t2Jm MD ' S *^COME COT- 
° n 1,10 press now 
1»9< best ever colour brochure. 
Phone now!. 1 Of 756 702213 

C ?™ G | S AND HOUSES over 
180 In South Scotland. For full 
5^“' *“=*“?■ call Q M Thom- 

non a Co (01556) 504030. 

HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS wkta 
”*^5!™“' SuaHty tadMdual a/c 
ltw ®*Y tacaikma 
2"™*9|jptit PflithshlfB. Highlands 
RjAigyn. B,ochurs - 01463 232 

U cta^ ,ILT h AnJ T 1ure^,a,, ■ SP®' 

SfSer-'BS! 

■SKsssy-aas 


SUMMER IN SNOWDONIA 
01690 710534 

iteiqiii?. elcgjnL am«u*. awite, «, 


MPiauuvui hsh 

MBESUMYS 

tetny war amne hokur to con 
tev.timeftt.TtoBenty cun- c not 
ttgo Dgnrga 

7 "*« fort«*f»et)n£r. fon 

■fbrHT/DltiajlJJW 

R 01756 702241 

IRISH COUNTRY Holidays me 
pramterchofee. Ovor 308 IndMd- 
121 PannbcuMte. 

Hniete. R.sifonnon Cruising and 
Qypsy Caravan# ol Uj llw highest 

nandards. Many wakomB pats 

Ptwrw 01 502 680 688 (24 hows) 
SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 select 

Individual cottages In superb 
locations. Disc Fans. AfTO. Col 
Bra 01823 881060 

CASHS. HOUSE HOTEL. Con- 
nomara. Co. Galway. Elegant 
baste by the saa. Tel: 
00353.96.31001. Fac 3t077 


[luxury CRUISING 

‘tw Jwl BB*ind ua lidind'# 
prernar irtflie Trsc ulrmt - 
, StauMtMVEnw. 

i>cr -HWLin in Lifford 
• "tel ivmTon in fullv cquippA] 
dad crahm. 

KOI nn tt’opin'. [^,nd [BBT i 
Tara C nritnx 
Cv. Luinm 
Tel: 00 .W Til 20736 
hltp/Varan ihi .iaLirn 

IRISH COUNTRY Mondays tfj 
premlor ehotea. Over 300 IndlvkJ. 

“52“' < »mhouaas. houfe. 
Rivnr Shannon crutemg « gypsy 
J*® 1 *'* 88 Id highest standauj. 

Warty wBkome oetn. CaD; oi 502 

560 GB8 (2<l!n). 

Y»EST CORK Fanrihouae to let 
^•aps 6 * on the waters ados' 
00353 2838202. 

IRELAND H0UDAYS 

SSJ-JS 10009 hrach - 


^^jjhropsiiire "j 

'^ffSSJSSsr 

Sussex 

"BffCpMe- Brick wall How. 

BRJfc?"* S'*™ 

P P 1 - 8 " 1 ** ««a pp 
CMB. am m accom mifl, pay £30 
only for tinner a bnraldasUlAe 
nw^ram award 9i-9fl. 01434 


('■'Don’t forget 
to mention - \ 
The Inde}mdet\ 
-.^wben replying i. 
'Up adverts gj 
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■'3S5e- 

DtapK * rBtfc ’ °«rt- Tno ffliDioej fo™ 
teen wtrt and railway 
HENLLYS HOTEL 

THE niyOSP UKTH OUSE 
L_ BETWSYCOF.n 

SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ltevn 
HondB »3 01756 720674 ' 

BRECON BEACONS. Overtoo «c 

Swiarjs 

W* roaroa Tei 01874 WS446^ 


j|PDon't fraW 
to mentb^v 

%[lie Independent' 
^ben relying J 
^adverts M 

j ioriBliire& The Dales [ 

YORK OVffl^ npe ^m. 
^t56 H0r81 ' Briwhura 91904 ■ 
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travel 


On Saturday 28th June ^ 

The Independent will be ‘ 
featuring Wales within the 

travel pages rf ^ : 

Weekend. 

year 58,000 readers of 

lhe Inde Pendent took a 
holiday to Wal es . 

T0 Z7l y0Uradl * rtiser ™n‘ 

call the travel team on 

°171 293 2222 

h=~. Source TG. rv« ^ - ' J 
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TakeOff 


T^keOff 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 

YakeOff I 


'JllL'M' 7*TT 


C[jrrent best buys on the world's finest airlines 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEIJING 

TOKYO 


SS SS HP K £ia ""™ CAftSBEAN £253^053 

ga £534 BOSTON £149 £215 MEXICO CITY £251 £335 

I S f®5 CHICAGO £15? £229 INDIA £198 £329 

5H S! *185 2245 JO'BURG £209 £340 

SJ SS 2202 2295 CAPETOWN S 040 

019 £497 SAN FRAN CiSCO £202 £286 HARARE £257 

gg IS !*? 8 2278 2288 MRQBl ml 

053 £446 DENVER £278 £286 DUBAI £ 1*2 P 23 fl 

Eg £418 TORONTO £157 £229 CAIRO £145 US 

£275 £495 VANCOUVER £262 048 AROUND THE WORLD £656 


TRAIL 



ERS >-)- 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALI NOW FOR OUR TAILOHMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA 

GET 7 DAYS FREE CAR HIRE - CALL FOR DETAILS 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE CF TH IS SPEC IAL OFFER BOOK BY 30 JUNE_ 

HONG KONG HANDOVER 

TRAILFIfJDERS STILL HAS FLIGHTS & ACCOMMODATION 
DON'T MISS OUT CALL NOW 




All cur 'ravel centres are open Mon-Sat 9-6pro - Thars 6-7pm • Sen lO-6pm 

4/1 0 Richmond Rood, Kingston, Surrey KT2 SHI 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


0181 547 3322 

AKTA A925A ATOL 3255 lATA AX fan. odiiw. c* owpo" nm 


CQPYOFAHY 
OF OUR 
BROCHUMS 
CALLUS 
NOW 
on 


BROCHURE MOTUNE 

01815464545 



WASHINGTON £234 


£ 


VANCOUVER £349 




USA&CANMM 

01815466000 




Coach Touring 
c -Seif Drive Holidays 
c City Stopovers 
E City Tours 

K Round the world itineraries 
Ed T ravel X ns urance 


OP EX 7 PAYS 







For the real towdown on worldwide 
travel, IkaUfinders is yonr one stop 
travel shop. 

Trattfinder* offers more low cost 
flights to more dretinafions linn 
anyone: Experts in airfares since 
1970, we ran tenor-make your very 
Own package wflh up to 65% tBsaroot 
oo hotels and cm hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
NEW TRAILFUiDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 MX* ABHB9701 


worldwide attention to detail 


Trailtindecs does not impose charges on credit cards 


*2-50 Earls Court Road • LONDON W 8 6 FT 
tong Haul Travel: 0171-938 3386 
’94 Kensington High Street • LONDON W 8 7RG 
lung Haul Travel- 0171-938 3939 
F,rsf * Business Class; 0171-938 3444 
215 Kensingion High Street • LONDON Wfl 6 BD 
Transatlantic & European; 0171-937 5400 
22-24 The Pnory Queensway ■ BIRMINGHAM B4 6 BS 
Worldwide Travel 0121-236 1234 
48 Com Street - BRISTOL BS1 tHQ 
Worldwide Travel; 0117-929 9090 
254-284 Seuchiehall Street - GLASGOW G2 3EH 
Worldwide Travel: 0141-353 
58 Deansgate • MANCHESTER M3 2 FF 
Worldwide Travel 0161-839 6969 
& Business Class: 0161-839 3434 


people think the world of us! 


FLIGHTSEATS = 



JETLINE 


134 




Dl£duuii!rr1 fjret 
SPAJN t, £t-J 
rOPTL : (Ul 35 
ISlUtl 
entree 
Tu**rr 
CYPRUS 

CANARICL 

P'-.- 


f# All dntLnjfHW** 
U!U r, ilL5 
CA.RICCLA.-4 ZM 
S. AFRICA 3*5 
CANADA J79 
1 ND 11 250 

FAR CAST 219 

AUSTRALIA 493 

P trkMZ^t 


Year round European 
travel cover. 

From 16p a day. 


0990 239904 


miwrmin 

Retail agents far ATOL heldrrx 
AATA fOlVA on* 7 D*rs 



WT4 


M 


IT ' 1 IT 


0171 - 713-7770 


At £59.95 a yea& the security 
of annual cover arranged 
by American Express is 
effectively yours from Just 
16 pence a day. To enrol 
caD quoting reference 1Q33 . 


Insnrtoce 

Services 


0800700737 


SttgPta.U*klaaSWl£ 
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Overseas Travel 



OFFICIALLY APPOINTED LoWMS AfiENF 


open 7 days 12 Wflh Street Alton. Hants. GU34 1 BN ^ 
Ueo«fe»7pa*ta>ffc Or IkiS l^lFfl 

satSnteSpHi 52 Regent Street, London, W1R6DX 2959 iaBTaIk 

Scnito^lfc FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4522 

Ail fares subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 


travel designs 


HOLIDAYS Fr. C199 


0171 630 1551 


0171 636 2010 


Pick a place, 
then pick a price. 


Maastricht 

Amsterdam 

Utrecht 

Rotterdam 

The Hague 

Groningen 


' Now pick a number. 


HUMN 0345 303030 

0345 303030 

or see im qtpmnied bard agent or nahuiy station 


£69 

£69 


★ STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


tt* Canaan .q'l.M.aifcM.itffian-iumy.TT alkie. KtaMHlHgNL Iasi fair 
Paris firoar £59 • Athens £126 ■ Bangkok £355 : Merico £399 

Amstaihm £65 j tew York £168 j Smgapne £399 f Bo rte Janeiro £485 

Ddfa (56 \ Wastoigton £168 | Nairobi £313 [ Perth £550 

Ma*id m 1 Boston £216 j Johannesburg £3Q { Sydney £569 

[ebon £106 : Las Angeles £253 : Capetown £395 : Auddand £595 


ftldf 120 ROUND THE WORLD TICKETS TO BE WON 


EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE- 0171 361 6261 0161 834 0668 (Manchester) 
* EUROSTAR: 0171 36! 610 

s ACCOMMODATION > CAR HUE • MSURANQ AND OVEJUAND TOURS: 0171 Ml SIGH 


117 Easton Road NMT, 86 Old Bnmpion Rd 9W7. U Goodgr 5r WI . Lento. 
$u iura nvauunM kootstum. om mi »u» 


m 


LOMBOK UAIOfSTEI, QAKCW LEHR IffMtUIU. OXFORD. CUISnn®. WUOl **JWTO* - STA TRAVEL 


c: u r o s tar 


•MLhrerh Hard. THwd The.-THum, rout Inclu de Sat. night away. Ncm-exthangeabU. Non-nfun&abU. 
Subject (0 avaUMBtythUd matO 27 September 199 7. CaUt charged at beat rate. AO tolls ore monitored for quaHty 


Airport Parking 


HEATHROW £*4H pw dky. Frea 
pattvsflwr 14 Mb Ctwgv 
CS9J0 up 19 100 days Secure 
Parting 0161 Bid 8130 


Greece 




CRETE, SMATHOS. SXOPELOS. 

penonailaMl HoOdiye. pooM. 

BrtKh aieao B770» ATOL 2070 

BREATHTAK1NO SCENERY and 
amply beaches. Dhcovor West- 
am Crate tnwn sett cawing 
houaaa In Mdamny vttegae - 
Pin Crete 0181 780 087V ATOL 
2757. 

ORCCOHLE injOOCMA HoUH* 
on the e anh o r e. Hotah on Iha 
sand, mountain milagw. tows. 
FXMua. AM ANe. 01422 37BB00 l 


-Travel Services 


ANNUAL WORLDWIDE HVal 
biaumes eevan you tor 308 
otaya duration. Inctodea 
El JOO.OOO madJeW, plus bag- 
DNJ*. Optional wrai avaUabta. 
U ndww I Ban at uoytfs. Only 1270 
parpanon Forhrtnrdatallacal 
Hana Haam A C& quoting ■E85 
PcAof on OiTliaBsau. 



Greece 


SIMP LY 

nman 



?n 


I! 


1 Greek 
Islands Club 

Wto ho*daja far dma who 

wittOBopeihieart 

eiMyfewdcomfar L 

Rues* hMCMCWHNfMA 

Z«Nre»KTn«**CoeRi 

Suat«s>S 0 aai*/kc»MBas 

For abredan 

01932 220477 

ATIAVJfU /OOLlW MTO 


l( k l( 


Citn twwyt vtOaivakpooU. 
h erd s hr mapaUi tmato a. Urn 

ftesMsUmderhtt'hs b ders 

0181 995 9323 

imm» atol tass vn> 



Meort'ltarttai 


dWB Una h o O day e 

01812398100 ft 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 

PWiit 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
ffiW ZEALAND SOUTH AMBKA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
» TRAVEL 
£ 0171 -49D 1490 


Overseas Ibavel 


JORDAN. EGYPT. ISRAEL TWtor. 
madalttnagrtaa. Can DaaMn aU mi 
Rod Saa on 01B1 440 9900 ABTA 
V0Z2T ATOL 3SS1 
BARCELONA DIRECT CAR HIRE. 
7bur Spam yow any from £28 par 
day. AO kaduM. Book now. 0004 
<8328322 


Special Interest 


Okavango 
JOURS SAFARIS 


Simply the best for 
tailored holidays is: 
BOTV.1ANA 
7.1MB1A d MALVUI 
\UOl UllilQLX 
VAUI1SM & 
zniBinvi: 

; soils! liPJCA 
TANZANIA 
j Tek 0181 343 3283 
< Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See ear wrbcitr: 

| to ps yajlnuuwi 

'V| Gsdd House. Atfo 
l k? .^rewfa Acntite, gape 
Iffil London N5TTJ ““ 


FVance 


\yvn -boSkbrect 

\J TTaePWVATe 
OWNERS ADVEfOHE 
Charaaua • vaas & Farm 
Hoses, many aov cocas 
• Cccages • Studco 
■ Aparswra • Fanwy Hants 
■ Mot>ie Homes 
■ Bad & Breakfasts * Cey Brsaks 
> Dsesunted Cnannel Cmasana 
imyaadhan. 

Ffaa 27E pg Cato BradHaa 

tm 01484682503 

M i pjhw wmwanauajnw 


CHARTER FLIGHT OFFERS FOR JULY/AUGUST 
MALAGA £139 ALICANTE £139 

TENERIFE £169 FARO £149 

TB. AVIV £189 CAIRO £280 

?1&A £109 BARCaONA £170 

* * ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE £59 FAMILY £98 * * 

3*0171 482 0414 



Our fares are ridiculously smal 


FVance 




AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 


BERGEN from 


COLOGNE from 


COPENHAGEN from 


EDINBURGH* from 


GLASGOW from 


GOTHENBURG from 


WE INDEPENDENT 

Nwspaper PubGshing pic 

regrets tat attoughmfy j 
reasonable precaution Is tstor, 
noiBsponsuaycreitie 
. accepted to ftQttsandta 
accommod ati on ofiarad 
hough ftasocohmns, or anjr 
k» Bfttig Bjerefrom. Raattos 
areaMKdfotokaal] 
nacassary precautions before 
antohgkno any travel 
arrangements. 


"990 


CAR RENTAL 


■ftitir.’f i*d AjI- 'nCnv*E 

‘Ho hidden extras’ 



: nrh - CJ>6 : 
Pam-ftvi Drort* 
1 -. : . r^drly. T ■ 

Pwrit -- fuw-owicfrc 

. ' r ;St«w4»«uqf ' 

■ ,;A . rlj&mhfpo' 


BOOH Direct and pay on coJtectlon wirfi die UK’s sole independent 
non-frandiised car renal company with it's OWI 1 branch network in France 


Reservations 


TefcOmi 216511 


Fax; Of 442 244441 






"The SenstteAtamam*' 


PALMA from 


PARIS from 


ROME from 


£69 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£145 rtn. 


£107 rtn. 


£89 rtn. 


£59 rtn. 


£205 rtn. 


£209 rtn. 


rtn. 


£139 rtn. 


Return faro from London Heathrow 
Otfw fares are ufco auaUaMe tram ha Udand^ 

*«* BfadfontTcmsaJc, Ednbuigh, Qbstym and iwfeff 
Owottyoui hxal tmti agon or call for details on 

0345 554554 


3% British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Special Interest Holidays 


travel 

overseas 


SATURDAY 21 JU NE 


ig97 .THEINDEPEND^ : ;:, ; ^ 



«naa group enploiaiarr foSymSSESL 

• Cultural Tours • Nature Tours 

- Easy Hikes • Wilderness safari. 

• Major Treks -sertreta warte 

• River Journeys • Tallsnip Voyages 

Over 170 adventures in Europe, Greece TurUeu i 

MWite East. AM*. 

Americas. Aus/NZ. 8 days to 6 weekl Prtc^ 
from £339 to £3945. rnces 

Call for brochure 

01252 344161 

Explore Worldwide (IN) 

Aldershot, GUU HQ 

Futty Banded ATTO/ATOL 2595 


SAN QIIUGNANQl TUSCANY 
Ffafahr nm, mode farmhouse 
necendy restored. S^>e«fa views. 
PooLWfeflos. Apts 2« para (EZfo 

****). EBB 2 pore (E3&43 day). 
■Rd- .Stmti/Mstto 003P-677- 

Am Mama 
ON'I'IQO. 

| SUNVIL DISCOVERY FfexJbta Hr- 
drf*M to Tbaoany a Umbria. 

Crmcter B8 accom, pi h aesy, 

Likes, CBfes. 0181-647 4748 
AMDATOL&08, 

I CYCLING FOR SOFTIES have cho- 
sen quasty tote* and exquisite 
menoa lor ffuir Toscany S Umbria 

tours on a bfeyda. Agent ATDL | 

m. u. KHBijiMS am 


BWoOEWATBR’SkvaeltaJyootav- 
fryshle and ooasL Prtusif vflttt, 
casks, tanhousse toecomptte 
90 Mm HBorawda tor Km Me- 
penmnt traveller. June severs 
MB1 7078786 ABTAD0219 

U MBBlA , Newly reatorad span-! 
New lake. Some weeks 
******* W (0181)7485199. 

R 0**£. VENICE. FLORENCE, 
Uhifaria. central apa rt ments 1 vi- 
■sawftfipoat.01Bl8800CB2.Ttoc 
6600331 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY Was. Co*. 

00 0181 2911450 
APOUA, CALABRIA, SICILY 

Amato. Undtocovand South. 
Hows. Anna, Was, Apts. Poota. 
w; 01894 722iw7raTATO 

LAKO, UMBRIA. TUSCANY 

SWy. Elba. Hauls A 

^. BOactfve prices. Hows tot 
E2Z Bffl. wis wflh pool 1m £221 
FW Auto PWl 01543 257777 

| SIMPLY TUSCANY ft UMBRIA Th* 
*“*tdwuntry vflfe apartments 
vtmpool and Caxtoto, ffy-drtv, 
hoBdays fsatutetg charming. tatf- 
mrtstotefa. Ptos Special imanm i 
HoBdays and short breaks » Ho- 
raws. Please cal oiei 995 a m 
A8TA VI 337 ATOL 1832 AJTO 

CYCLING ft WALKING In unAcov* I 
wad Italy: Ctraai food, blandly 
hotels, bags moved. TM Hcodwa- 1 
Mr 101606) 42220. AMO ATOL 
2412. 1 


Id 



Crui 


ruises 


for 




M99 


Start your Holiday 
with a 

Cruise Night out 


MS SUNOREAM 

Mihbnd Cetob~MarvcJloui Countries h^Kts 
•Major a •Rome * Pisa -Florence .Portofino •Nfee-Mont* Carlo .Barcelona 
Standard Inside Cabin 

Induder up to 6 meals per day and most entertainment 

jgARTUlES fr io, x] July, 3 . 10 . 17 , 2 4 August 
BOOK DRECT NOW ON 

0541 500 479 


Open Mttvfti 8 . 3 OM - 8 pm Sjt >an - £fyr> JunlOjai 

SBE 


■3pm 


Tele text 


ErSS/do^ • 


The Holiday Makers 


Germany 


navrnmiAeBiajHns, 


Am Mr pmbMd« 2 *n«. WUaWdn dl 
antoi rfAraui ibbbi am oHMOc 

07* 



- ENCODHTKB 

INDIA 


BFEL, BLACK FOREST; Bavaria. 
Quumbig small totals bn £22pp 
8 apts fm E283pw. Also Austria. 
Slavonia 3 Croatia. Auto Plan 
01543 287777 

I GERMANY - Daily low cost lights 
and hotel accommodation. All 
major credit cuds. Please can 

Gentian Travel Centre 0131 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


France 


***** berMNka mure 


1 ■f°* tr **y t from 15 to 52 dmjt 
from S25 per day 


mT 0171 370 6845 

^ICOtWtBl OVBSLAWD »T CLD BSOMPTOH Ip LQHDOH marl 



*Q>- 


I The specialists in travel to 

BOLIVIA 

EnfoiCwNsflfMeTm 

0181 7478315 


0181 747 3108 

. Mftdwkre&r 

0101 832 1441 

1 mu Kta *ia aa mu ro-aiir sum f 


Balearics 


J 


VINTAGE SPAIN. MaUorcan tarm- 
houGos trim pools. UnspoHi 
areas. Nr coast. Poflenca A 
South-East 01954201431 AJTO 
ATOL 2787. 


Cyprus 


«*bsan. Onr 200 couisss lad 
hyimslhm totar,^. 
tadas. Sue Tbantsand ft Tbyab 
Wilcox. Superb setting. Meridiy 
coimn unity. M a food. 01 71 284 
3085- 


Corsica 



*■ ••■w JtiavctMder meuutdn 
P«k». fragrant piMlmas. 
«n«el dear rivsn, watarMb 
•nd b*mtifi4 sedudtd bombas. 

Small 1 Friendly Autwraei 
Heumain tons Srcrsr ftttrraD 
BesthaOe Vill® and Aparenana 
Ojsut Hotels Fly-drive Cycling 
Vt Humbert Road. London m 8QH. 
AnXJIM nv «n oifma WOrsn 


TOB=1:LB:F.U:4 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, village 
houses in unspoilt areas. Pius 
"I Is. Bydrtves, escorted town. 
SUNVIL 0181-8474748 AMO 

ATOLB06. 

PRIVATE VILLA ft APPT Sea Wm. 
equip pod. Sips 2-10 per- 
sons. Secluded setting wUh 
■ccees 10 magnlflceiu pool. 
Wsure centre ft private beech. 
Airport transfer ft care avail. 

Unspoilt vfllage- Ctorahe Pantos 

Tel 0115 9634757 


CORSICAN PLACES. Tto Corsican 

spedaBsL Lovely range ot villas, 
coHAfli*. apis ft hotels. Very 
Went9y. personal sendee. Call tor 
our 1 9S7 brochwe 01424 4SD04& 
ATOL 2547 AMU 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Dtecaver the 
Moctoaiianean'a best-kept secret, 
an (stand olgtoftous beaches and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by maw tourism. VHas 
whh pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain autwrges and stylish 
hotels. Call (0181) 935 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AMO 




Pbrfcngal 



Fa*T; as ifrrie os 

£40 

Ref urn per person 
V inc. car 



w sss-SSS- 

pTw JoM C3" 

wSsSwnw.*^ 1 

m EJSoca. ouiel co*n*fth*hm.2 

"~L, beach. fi«it froth 

01329 8^251- 

i VWWS apooL»nre*.Eia5 


& •SSL. 

Ila^&mngshoraira« 

pstoted y*gd ■ 

ErwffJ 

«S»«SS?S£2S 


$u< 
6 : n^tthe 

s : j 51 of gi« 

Bv^' 


?*A 


07000 337743 

P&O^ North Sea Ferries 


■B»wd on a low season 5 n|^ i«W" Iws tar wto tour 


ooflOT vfllnfltffl W 

Sttw loothffls 

I Yei Headwater (018OW ™®L; 

VI NTAGE^RWN^" ConnWy h«««, 
irith tools hi igi3pom y eea tri 
Catalunya ft And tou WL Nreo^. 
01954 261431 AJTO ATOL 2787 . 


J 

IILLAs 

Cote d'azuR 1 

. QUALITY VILLAS ft APARTMENTS 
ON US COTE D’AZUR, ST TROrfZ 
’ ft FROVENCZ 

01932355135 

GMF HOLIDAYS 
*iprws i «nxsre 


OsWly vBba ataeg tbs 
UfatBren cesitBto and a 

MhlH relrahM of cottage 

retreats sm to iha heart el the 
■tarW o-reree lltreeetfyrid* 

■MpreiHfttahmpNb. 

AUSAKVE 

M9CHO SOITItA AUMTEM 
50 Huretwh RowL London WE IQH 


CORSICA FlY-DRtVES. TWor- 
matte hoddaye to bewMuMy Wu- 
atad caastsl and mountain hxre- 
Wms all over this lovely Maid. 
Saduded apts and srnaB friendly 
hotels. Spectol Oner. C50 off per 
bkg 8 July (GatwWO and 13 Jidy 
(Manctotoatl- Sroctnnellnm 
01242 240310. VFB HoBdaya Ltd. 

^OUTHERN|imri P 'cENn L ister . s.w 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY The Azores. 
WUest; moat flaidbta range to Bib 

Stunning archipelago. Whale 
•wchteg. Ota 1-847 4748 ATTO 
. ATOLSOd 

SWPLV PORTUGAI- Thdy kidMd- 
iW vHas wRh pools, glorious 
rnanw houses ft satectad hotels 
ft pousadae SB over inta Itednat- 

£B, a * rttr y- !*“ «®dbto ■Wtindar- 
“5L hoadaye and rty brews. 
<«81) MS 3323. ASTA VI337 
ATOL 1922 AMYL 


jjvw l l l 

Bnttany 



... — /maminwraadmun 
CJiJer finr Cuba Brcthaa 

Ojff lO 412013 \_AA» 


FVance 


LOT Owners offer quaflty tarm- 
tousas, some wtoi pods. Steep- 
tagjfla. E14O-C1500 (01544) 

CYCLING FOR SOFTIES means 
oupttalta menus, quaSty hotels 

andaudque view of rural France 
from a Wcyds. Agent ATOL BOB. 
TfcL (0161) 2485134. 

BRITTANY COLLECTION 4 stone 
Cottages, 01548 590964 
DORDOGNE VUae with private 
pools from £325 weakfy. Sunse- 
ract VBtaa. DfBI 7D784B4, Broch. 
ABTA V727B 

LOIRE CHINON Idyllic rtvareida 
country cottagaa. For 2-1 ft 01737 
819872. 

Caravan, 4 berth, aiming, on super 
3 star site, Dardofpn tadey. £185 
pm Jufy/Aug. Also BSB- restored 
farmhouse. 0033 555254913 
(aw) 

DORDOGNE BORDERS. Anflquas, 
fWed kitchen. « bdrm frm Im 
( slpe 7), Garden. BBQ, Lake ft 
Beaches near by. £200 -E300pw. 
Aug + Sept avail. TW; 01635 
27988a 

NEAR MONT ST MICHEL (BrtJ- 
Jsmi). Lgo town toe, private gdn, 
hill mod cans (July only). £250 
tottfel: 0145237230ft 
PROVENCE Studio flat steeps 2 In 
oW chateau, nr Vution Gorge. 
RooVTomds. Tel (01483) 210019. 


988032 

CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel to I 
hotel teta^ irith luggage carried , 
Or etegfe contra tolktaya. Bede 
France. ATOL. AMO. 01692 
B808Q5 

VENDEE. Bast vafcn qusfliy mefaBa i 
tomes on beach sites. Pin 
HoMays (01378)813372. 
S.WJFRANCE. nr Cognac. DaBoht- 
ftd manor house ft separate oot- 
teoas. sonny gardens, latai/pool 
nearby. Sips 2-12. Colour 
brochure, ML 01302077841 
COT1GNAC Homo etpe 4-6 to let 
avail 12 July to 2 Aug in typical 

Provencal vfBage amongst vfeis- 
ysrdsfat picturesque eefibig. AB 
mod cone inc dishwasher, w 
machine, private gdn. Also huge 
•hared gdn s pooL £425 pw Tot 
0138072828ft 

CYCLING ft WALKING InuncBscov- 
ered France. Great food, frietuBy 
hofeta, bags moued. Tto headwa- 
ter (01608) 48699. AMO ATOL 
2412. 

RURAL SW FRANCE, Pool to let, 
price Inc charming 17c tarm- 
houea sips 9. 3 btfn, 4 tods. W: 

0033545857495- 

DORDOGNE VALLEY, Baointful 
gone tormhouse with pool. 
Steep* 2-18. Wonderful location I 
In Ihe Golden THangla near 
Medie val P omroe. Brochure. 
01548 B57971. 

CANCELLATION BARGAIN ; 
BREAK in the Dordognal 3A3 oot- 
tegos fer 8-14. HALF-PRICE tor 
wet fortnight of July. Some 
voeandoo during tola. POOL, 
AU. MOD CONS. BUSsI 
fisx/phone Laos 0033 553 
901908. 
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| TURKEY AND ft CYPflUSf 
I Istanbul Cttybreaks. 

Tailor made and package 
holidays inc 2 centre. 

Flights only from London 
and Manchester 

Trt 0I7J 493 4243 IA(i 
Fax 0171 493 4483 k!?JI 


DALYAN 

Family run Lake-side 
Ransiyon. Self-catering vffla 
apes and pareiypn with pool. I 
Home to Logger head turtles 
and Lydankmgs tombs. . 
7km white sandy beadr. 
Call Carol- White Stork I 

01524 4255321 


GtMPUT TURKEY Discover a 
dtfgMuly (afferent Turkey, away 
from ttn m ain st ream, with our 
uMqtw range of rurte cottages, 
vfllos wtlh pools and friendly 
hotels. Phis our ffextbla wendsr- 
big programme. Spectal hitarast 
hoocteye, guM cruWng and tatsiv 
bul dty breaks. 0181 995 9323 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AMO 


Russia 


Independent travel pack ages. Air I 
teres, groups. INTERCHANGE 
0181 681 3812 ATOL 2429 



TURKEY 

LATE JUNE, JULY & AUGUST 

LIMITED AVAILABILITY 


ONE 
WEEK 

FROM 

SunTours - Noi choice for Turkey. 

Alanya, Attinkum, Antalya, Belek, 
Cesme, Giimbet, Igmeler, Kemer, 
Kusadasi, Marmaris & Side. 

Gatwick direct to Bodrum's new airport from 16 July *97. 

Best value for money Brochure to Turkey. 

6ulet cruises from Marmaris 
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TSAR GAZING. 

RUSSIA FR2M £305. 


FuU-hoard - Juiy from £59. 

SunTours 






RESERVATIONS: 0173 434 3636. 

BROCHURE UNE: 01233^11(7 A 
OR SEE YOUR AUTHORISED 
ABTA>EI|(r : ~ g Tjj 

AM subject to availabllfty: -fe| 
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Lowest fares 

pi free Insurance! 

TRe difference 


SeaFrance 


What better time to experience the sptendoun 
of Russia than now. Especially with our bargain 
city breaks starting at just £305. Alternatively, 
you may wish to take a special twin centre 
dty break to Moscow arid St fttersbwg. 
or an art and culture tour from £6S5. 

This yew, make your ordinary holiday 
extraordfinary. VUit Russia with the specialist. 
Intourist Travel. CaD us now for more details. 

. MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

PJ71 53B §fi00_ CB61 834 0230 .0[4I204 5809 



no 



*QM 52 m 
501978H 



For ffie best deals from Dover to Calais fhis Summer, choose SeaFrance. Nof only do we 
offer rile lowest fares, fam you can also save up to £69.00 on insurance. SeaFrance now include 
free continental vehicle breakdown insurance (with Gold Caver/ Eurap Assistance) and 
personal travel insurance for fhe driver on all standard or 5 day return fares. 

"Free vehicle breakdown insurance ond penond travel insurance fcr drroar for ip to 17 days on dondenf refem fora 
and 6 days on 5 dcry returns. Truvsl mi^t bo competed by 30,09.9^ Full payment muti be mads ol lima of booking. ' 

the difference e’est 

SEAFRANCE 

ForbooS^orvImWqrwnvTiJaurwBbterol lvipyArtvw.s8qlrem8.eo.uk 


0990 711711 
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SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thatftmd 
WBOam. Highly Itoidbta Uura and 
■frtetaM tor IndMduab. 0181447 
4748 AJTO ATOUOft 


Africa 



India 


•mode 


f o# 0 


o' 


Luxurious remwe lodges. 
WiBsng. canoeing, ndng and 

vehicta safans with the wry best 

gwdes. Superb midlife. Adventure 

irtti comfort, fell us to create 


■ —your Madman 

^ 1(0160 1)28879 Fax.39879 

job psanoowi to Natosgn mi sex 


Tati 


EXCLUSIVE 


566 27^ q 


SUNVtLWWOVERY Ry-drtvesto 
Jtemlbta. Zimbabwe & the Capa. 
Plus safaris to Skeleton Coast. 
Sotovra ftZnmbte. TbtaBy fent- 
blo. Guosi farms, bush camps ft 

SBSfSSf 1 °’ !,23Z3m - 

SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIR. Capa 
Rous. 

,^ 15Y f a !- A un faue 
Mtaottan of classic hotels. Gama 

m a T ch * f ™‘ n tl tomes 
and gardens. To! 0171 381 c rxr> 


Cainbbean 


^^GCUBni Intanchango TW. 
0181 681 3612 ATOi. 2429 
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BUi TER FIELD'S FAMOUS 

"S 31 01282 470230. 

^ ALTERNATWE to 
TOURS. Small fnendly 
QTOitos- house party atm 03- 
Plwra. INDIA LINK; 01363 83487. 


South America 


SUNVIUMSCOVERY Co«a Rica. 
Guatemala+Cuba ' arttf-ons. 
Highly ffexible Individual tours ft 
nydrlws. Jungle lodges, irajdte 
raseivas. 0181-647 4746 ‘AtKr 
ATOUOft . — ‘ 
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USA 


APACHE, NAVAJO, 
PUEBLO... 

SB& asSSA : 

Vafle,. Apache SSc! 
^^PmwwfWjIgcutaireiefc - 
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Cape crusader: RoHo Maugftffing, Archdruid of Glastonbury - and Stonehenge photograph: john lawrence 


Summer solstice: 
what better time to 
meet the Archdruid 
of Glastonbury? 
By Matthew Brace 

he While Spring Cafe at the foot of 
Glistonbury Tbr is a good, mystic place 
to neet a druid. It is more cave than 
ca£. Dark, cool, and slightly damp, a 
coitrast to the midsummer sun blazing 
on the Tor. Its corners are hidden in 
gtootn, half fitly candles. The only sounds are light, 
ethereal musk, water trickling along a runnel cut 
into the stone loor, and hushed conversation from 
customers in tie shadows. By the door, sitting at an 
uneven table, vas Rollo Maughfling, Archdruid of 
the Glastonbuv Order of Druids and, more impor- 
tantly today, Anhdruid of Stonehenge. At dawn this 
morning, dressd in his ceremonial robes, he marte 
the 40-mile aniual pilgrimage to the famous stone 
circle on Sahsbiry Plain and there challenged police 
at the gateway requesting that he and his fellow 
druids get accss to the Hele Stone - over which 
the sun rises rrthe north-east- to perform the sum- 
mer solstice “Corsedd", one of Britain’s oldest reli- 
gious events. , 

Since a ban vas imposed in 1989, Lhe druids have 
only manage* to get within a few hundred yards 
of the circle. Han B this year was to hold the cer- 
emony amonj the signs on a traffic island outside 
the small nerby town of Amesbury — a modern 
metal henge c sorts and a monument to read bund- 
ing, bat hard! the druids' favoured location to cel- 
ebrate the waders of Mother Barth. And since the 
Criminal Jusce Act forbade illegal gatherings of 
20 or more popie on private land, they will have 
had to altertheir ancient ceremony further by 
reducing ther numbers to groups of 19 or less. 

For thosewho did not rise with the sun this 
morning, it peeked over die North Sea at about 
4.40, usherng in the longest day of the year. This 
is the pinnate of the druidic year. Of eight spir- 
itual days, m new druid friend explained, the sum- 
mer solstices of greatest significance. 

“In the nrthern hemisphere it is the time of 
maximum fertility because the sun is aligned most 
closely wittthe Earth on that day," he said. 

“We havffllways believed that a ceremony of liv- 
ing was hekon the longest day. It is when we pray 
for wisdoipand inspiration, for the Government 
and the pecple, and for the well-being of the Earth." 

The sumaer solstice Gorsedd, or ceremony, is 
a colouifobfiair. The druids and druidesses are 
adorned wih garlands of oak leaves mid branches. 
(Oak, bein; one of the broadest trees, can shelter 


more species than most and represents the ail-pow- 
erful sun at midsummer.) A herald blows a horn 
(a conch shell or hunting born) to call the druids 
to the ceremony where they form into a circle. 

“The event is ‘bid’, or addressed, and the druids 
celebrate the marriage of the sun and the Earth," 
the Archdruid said. "Then the four quarters are 
called - a proclamation by a horn’s blast. East first, 
then South, West and North are summoned in 
invocations of the ancient Celtic guardians of the 
quarters which correspond to the archangels of 
Christian tradition.” Then offerings of oak leaves 
and summer flowers are held aloft for blessing by 
the archdruids and the people. 


“If the ceremony is performed well - and Eng- 
lish Heritage permitting - this coincides with the 
moment the sun comes up over the Hele Stone- 
and a moment of silence is observed by the assem- 
bly during this most solemn time," said the Arch- 
druid, slowly and exactly. “To me, it represents the 
living period of contact with the Divine. 1 and those 
others who take this seriously feel inspired and 
enriched in our personal and creative lives." 

The “others who take this seriously” are grow- 
ing in number. In 1989 the Council of British 
Druid Orders was formed with just two or three 
founding member orders which had been going, 
according to history and legend, for 1,500 years. 


Now there are 12 major orders throughout Britain 
and the Celtic islands, and five minor ones, com- 
prising 15,000 members. 

“Druidism is more and more popular." the 
Archdruid said. “There are 1300 ancient druid 
sites throughout the British Isles which also have 
their Gorsedd recorded under statute and to which 
great medieval fairs became attached, so all parts 
of Britain with sacred sites are ripe for druid 
revival.” With the currently strong green move- 
ment and increasing interest in New Age thought, 
druidism is becoming more acceptable. 

To prove the point, the Archdruid took me, 
blinking, from the White Spring Cafe, out into the 


evening sunshine and up the Tor where we met 
the tipsy remains of a wedding he had blessed ear- 
lier that afternoon. A slight, elfin woman with oak 
garlands in her hair floated up in a white dress 
and cloak and offered me the dregs of a bottle 
of mead. 

“Have you just got married?" I asked. 

“No. not me. King Arthur’s Green Knight over 
there has just married Hera Lacinia. the woman 
in the green cloak," she replied. 

I sipped their sweet mead, patted their dogs and 
admired a tranquil scene, before reluctantly head- 
ing down the Tor and back into the modem world, 
leaving Rollo and his druids to their music-making. 
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WEEKEND WALK: Harriet O'Brien takes the byway to Wiltshire’s Win Green 


T ollard Royal is an intriguing Wiltshire vil- 
lage. The name itself might sound absurdly 
grand for a straggle of thatched cottages 
and flint and brick houses. Yet the regal 
association is ancient, dating back to King 
John, whose 13th-century hunting grounds were in 
the Cranborne Chase nearby; Quite apart from this 
colourful connection, Tollard Royal has an eccen- 
tric mix of notable features: a 13th-century church 
(suffering from a facelift by the Victorians) which 
houses a rare and splendid effigy of a knight reclin- 
ing cross-legged; a Victorian pleasure garden with 
Roman-style temple, Nepalese- type hill house and 
Other follies; and a charming village pond restored 
from a muddy trench in 1990 by the enterprising 
parish council, who rounded off the work with an 
Arcadian pond-blessing service appropriately con- 
ducted by the retired Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

Set in winding chalkland, the village makes a good 
starting point for a number of walks. One particu- 
larly attractive route takes you on a circuit of about 
five miles, up over hills to win Green - a lovely van- 
tage point with sweeping views - and back down 
through the tucks and folds of hidden valleys. 

Starting at the village pond (now a venue for ducks 
and terrapins), follow the footpath, ignoring turn- 
ings to the right and left You keep going steadily 
uphill on the gravelly path helpfully signposted “By- 
way to Win Green”. To the distant bleat of sheep 
and teenage lambs, you walk under a bower of cow 
paisley and ragwort. As the path levels out a little 
you keep going gently uphill, the gaps in the green- 
ery offering lovely vignettes of rounded hills and 
steep valleys. 

Passing a dreary plantation of mature beech, you 
come into open countiy at the top, with a clutch of 
trees cresting another hill ahead In this chalk upland, 
meadow pipits and skylarks are a common right while 
kestrels can frequently be seen circling overhead. The 
quiet is often interrupted by the buzz of old light air- 
craft from the Ashmore flying school a tew miles away. 

Die path winds along a ridge, taking you to a cross- 
roads. On sunny Sundays, hang-gliders gather here. 


bounding off the bill and swirling above rhe patch- 
work of cropland and pastures spread below. Don't 
be tempted to turn off, but cany straight on along 
a path that is well established, although signed 
“Unsuitable for Motors". The views become increas- 
ingly stunning -you can really stretch your eyes here 
-and after walking roughly another 10 minutes, Win 
Green, a hillock crowned with trees, emerges to your 
left. You can see the path snaking up there. 

As you approach Win Green, the path forks. Take 
the left-hand track by a National Trust sign (the right- 
hand option simply leads around the knoll, offering 
more views). At the top, there’s a helpful chart on 
a concrete plinth giving details of the outlying area: 
Melbury Beacon (863ft) to the- west, Bulbarrow 
(902ft) to the south-west, and Tollard Royal back to 
the south-east. 

Follow a track to the car park, visible from the 


Directions 

• From duck pond take the gravelly path 
that runs steeply uphill 

• When you reach the cross roads keep 
straight on and follow the path to Win Green 

• Proceed to the car park and at the east 
end take a grassy track downhill 

• Pass through a wooden gate, keep to the 
right and walk down through the valley, 
joining a gravel path 

• Where the track forks, take the left-hand 
path past a secluded house and continue to 
a sheep pen and a series of stiles 

• Climb over five first stile, followed by 
another. Pass through an iron gate and 
follow the grassy path back to the duck 
pond. 

Ordnance Survey Pathfinder maps 1281 
and 1261; King John Inn 01725 516207; 
Larmer Tree 01725 516453 


plinth. Here a large notice informs you about a 
MAFF scheme to preserve ihe flora and fauna. 
Another notice at the far east end gives further 
details about an environmentally-sound grazing 
scheme recently initiated by the National Thist and 
MAFF - and indeed further on you can see evidence 
of the amount of woodland-felling that has taken 
place to restore the chalkland habitat. 

From here take a grassy track downhill and 
through a new wooden gate. The path seems to dis- 
integrate at this point, but keep to the right and it 
re-emerges, with encouraging little yellow arrows on 
fenceposts to assure you that you’re on the right 
track. You pass through a kissing gate, enter wood- 
land running along the bottom of a valley, and join 
a gravel path. As you scrunch your way along this, 
the walled garden of a mysterious mansion can be 
glimpsed. When you reach a fork, take the left track 
through an iron gate and into p3Stureland. with a 
secluded house on your right. The path curves 
through the valley, past heaps of sleepy sheep. Avoid- 
ing all other tracks, you keep going straight on for 
about half a mile until you reach a sheep pen and a 
scries of stiles to the left. 

This is the tricky bit: it’s easy to get lost here. Clam- 
ber over the very first stile, followed almost imme- 
diately by another one. From here, pass through a 
rusted old iron gate. You then join a grassy little path, 
overhung with hawthorn, which snuggles into the side 
of a hill. This will take you back to the duck pond 
at Tolland RoyaL 

From rhe pond, it’s a short stroll uphill to the King 
John Inn on the main road. This no-nonsense Vic- 
torian pub serves home-made fare (chicken and leek 
bake. £4.65; bubble and squeak. £4.75), and a vari- 
ety of beers, such asTisbuiy and Hardy Countiy. On 
Sundays, the Victorian pleasure gardens, the Larmer 
Tree, are open for cream teas, served to the accom- 
paniment of a band. Follow the signs from the main 
road. Entry; adults £3, children £1 .50. (Between April 
and September the Larmer Tree is also open 11am- 
6pm on Thursdays, and additionally on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from mid-July to August) 


r 


1 

L 

your 

issio 

j 


I 


-quip merit 
required 


m 


Le BaRgaiN way acRoss 
tHe CHaNNeL 

fRom ONLy £149 RetURN 

(6Days+) 






0990 35 35 35 


V 


y - 


V- 









) 


16 


A hobnailed 


Duff Hart-Davis 
was there at 
the start of the 
countrymen’s 
great march 
to London 


country 
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A t 9am last Saturday, in the Lakeland.nl' 
lage of Caldbeck, I swear you oouid feel 
the heart of rural England h earin g On a 
grey and misty morning more than 400 

people assembled to launch the first of the 

Countryside Marches now heading for London — 

and a more down-to-earth crowd you will never see. 
Their aim was clean to convey to the Government 
the message that they are fed up with having tra- 
ditional freedoms threatened and curtailed. 

Hunting men naturally predominated, for in 
Cumbria the pursuit of the fox is an essential form 
of pest-control. Yet the crowd included country 
people of every calling - farmers, gamekeepers, 
doctors, fishermen, farriers, foresters, rabbit- 
catchers, postmen. 

The focus of interest was the churchyard, and in 


L Aswe waited for the off, the local MP, David 
unclean, spoke with feeling of the 1992 Rio Earth 
S ummi t, in which he hims elf took part. One of the 
key principles agreed there, he said, was that 
indigenous communities play a vital role in sus- 
tainable development, ana that their identities, cul- 
ture and history must be protected. 

“I know we were thinking about people like the 
tree-dwellers of Sarawak.” he tola me. “But the 
same principle applies exactly to Cumbria. Here, 
too, we have an indigenous community with its own 
culture and heritage, and the government has an 
absolute duty to protect it.” 

The hunting people all round were not thepuce- 
faced aristocrats who infuriate antis in the South. 
Far from it: they were lean, hard tuQ-men, wearing 
nailed boots and short leather gaiters, for they chase 
the fox on foot, rather than on horses. Leader for 
the day was Barry Todhunter, present huntsman of 
the Blencathra hounds, John Peel's pack; and it was 
fitting that he should he set the crusade in motion 
by sounding Peel's own little horn. 

The two raucous blasts sent a shiver up my spine. 
“We'm off!” cried somebody. “Next stop Lonaonl” 
- and away we went. 

A slight unemphadc, bespectacled man patient 
and polite, Bany looked more like a librarian than 
a master of the fells; but when he led off at what 
he called "a nice, gentle stroll”, the pace was so hot 
that it soon bad most of us gasping. With him 
marched the core-walkers - those going all the 300- 
odd miles to London - conspicuous in their lemon - 
yellow T-shirts, emblazoned with slogans fore and 
aft. Their look of formidable fitness was increased 

S ’ low-mow haircuts, one so short as to reveal that 
e owner’s tattoos - which included the slogan 
“Drank Punk” - continued above his ears. 

As we climbed towards the huge, green sweep 
of the first fell I found myself alongside Monty Par- 
ish, an amiable heavyweight mole-catcher whose 
work extended over 40,000 acres of farmland. 
Describing the weather as “gair rowky” (misty), be 
recalled bow, when a boy. he would skin his vic- 
tims on the move, between jone set of traps and the 
next, finishing his round with a pocketful of fresh. 



Voting with their feet: country marchers set out from the Scottish borders, destination London 


velvety pelts worth about twopence each. 

After a while we left the last track and tramped 
through heather and tussocky grass. When we 
stopped to drink from a stream, there were nostal- 
gic murmurs about that traditional reviver, the 
rhubarb pattie. 

It was impossible not to be impressed by the core 
marchers’ dedication. John Harrison, the tall long- 
striding huntsman of the Ullswarer fell pack, could 
have been earning £300 a week fencing or building 
dry stone walls in this, his close season. “With aU 
these EC grants about, the lads are at it everywhere,” 
he said wistfully. “Nineteen pounds per square 
metre of wall I It's money for jam.” 

Also at least £1,000 out of pocket was Gary Bell 
the sole volunteer from Northern Ireland. By the 
end of the first morning he was in trouble with his 
feel because he had come wearing trainers, rather 
than the boots; even so, he did not regret that he 
bad given up the chance of driving a catering firm's 
van round race-tracks in southern England. 

Talk inevitably turned to hunting, in the view of 
the locals, the least cruel means of pest control. “Fbx 


is either dead, or he gets clean away,” observed one 
fanner. “He can't be wounded.” Someone spoke of 
the tension between hunting and shooting frater- 
nities: the fell packs regard anyone who shoots foxes 
with positive disfavour. 

As we crossed a steep face, strung out along an 
old miners' track, fabulous views opened out below 
us: a wide green valley to our left, Derwentwater 
lying like a sheet of pewter ahead “God’s own coun- 
try," said a Cumbrian voice. “But if bunting’s 
stopped. He’ll be the only one up here." 

Next morning, the second march set out from the 
border town of Coldstream. Again the core- 
marchers, 25 strong, were bolstered by a big 
turnoui and as two pipers led us over the bridge 
into England, skirling out “Scotland the Brave”, 
emotion ran so high that tears were streaming down 
many feces. 

At such a moment it was easy to see every small 
incident as symbolic. A single swan flew down the 
Ttoeed, crossing our bows from right to left as it 
headed like a white arrow for the sea. Did that bird 
somehow represent freedom of speech and action? 


A few minutes later I came on a freshfy-squashed 
fox-cub lying dead in the ditch: a sure sign that cars 
are a far greater menace to wildlife than all the hunts 
in Britain. 

Once again the company was impressively diverse. 
Our leader was 30-year-old Ed Tate, formerly an 
officer in the Welsh Guards, now a self-employed 
builder. With various construction projects in train, 
he had tried to “set everything on remote control", 
but reckoned thai come a rest-d3y. he would have 
to leap on to a train and go south to sort things out. 

A posse of deer-stalkers from Sutherland had left 
home at lara in order to lake part but because their 
transport was the school bus, they could walk for 
only a few hours before heading back to base so that 
the vehicle would be available for the run in the 
morning. 

When, five miles out of Coldstream, I caught up 
with two total strangers and asked them whose land 
we were passing through, they immediately named 
the fanners to left and right. 

So the cavalcade headed south at the rate of 20 
miles a day. shedding some supporters and gathering 


new ones at each ball. Tomorrow the two jorthem 
columns will unite at Gatterick. and a Corn* march 
will set off from Madron, near Land's fad. The 
main Welsh march starts from Machynllel on Fri- 
day, and all will converge on London for i grand 
rally in Hyde Park on 10 July. 

Whether the i^ampaign wflj influence polic ar even 
public opinion, it is impossible to predict; f t there 
is no doubt that the organisers - a small v unteer 
group based in Gloucestershire - have cafcht the 
mood of the moment. All down the country h idreds 
of supporters are standing by to give the ri rcheis 
food and shelter, and thousands more are pfced to 
swell the core columns as they come past Ne\jr since 
the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 have rural peop made 
such a powerful statement with their feet. 

My own abiding memory will be of the e nnent 
when the Lakeland march wheeled left i :o the 


feor 
I ow 


grounds of the hospital in Keswick, to greet 
Bell, a former huntsman of the Blencathra. 
and going strong. When I asked the old I iv the 
secret of his longevity, he replied, “Go ooj ell” - 
a brilliantly simple recipe for a long and haf y life. 


Don’t panic . . . it’s only Fred Basset 


Not all hunting 
dogs get their 
teeth into the job 
- especially when 
their ears get in 
the way. By 
Chris Mowbray 


W ith its lugubrious, tor- 
tured expression, .over- 
large ears and short, 
stubby legs, the basset 
hound vs probably the last 
dog you would consider ideal for 
hunting, It hardly has the image of 
a Jean, mean killing machine. There 
are too maty design faults. 

Yet as the debate over the future 
of hunting becomes overheated, the 
loveable basset is emerging as the 


perfect antidote to satisfy all rides in 
the dispute by providing a Hood sport 
that does not result in blood being 
spilL This vezticalfy-chalJeqged bound 
is one of the most determined but 
least successful of hunters. It will stay 
on the scent of its prey for hours and 
emerge triumphant alter a hard day 
in the field haring not caught a thing. 

Bassets are not really made for 
pursuing a quarry in packs over- 
open ground because their legs do 
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not give them enough speed and 
their ears tend to flop over their own 
eyes - and over ihose of their col- 
leagues. There is a popular story that 
the hazes they hunt often deliberately 
slacken their pace to make a better 
match of it 

These shortcomings do nor, how- 
ever, deter the supporters of 
Britain’s packs of hunting bassets 
from turning out twice a week to 
watch their charges in full, slow cry 
after hares which can run nearly 
three times fester. 

“We had a fantastic day’s sport 
with them.” enthuses Roly Morris, 
a Worcestershire farmer who has 
twice invited the Leadon Vale Bas- 
set Hounds, based on the Glouc- 
estershire and Herefordshire bor- 
der, to hunt on bis land. 

“But they didn’t catch anything. 
The only food they had was the buf- 
fet laid out for the hunt supporters 
- and that was before the hunt had 
even started. They came out of the 
van and cleared the table before we 
could stop them.” 

The basset was originally bred in 
France to flush wolves and wild boar 
out of thickets for marksmen to 
shoot. The name is a corruption of 
the French for “low hound” or “the 
low one”. The breed was brought to 
Britain in the 1860s as a curio, but 
sportsmen quickly recognised its 
enormous courage, keen powers of 
smell and great stamina. By the 
1880s, the first hunt packs were up 
and running. 

It has to be said that “basseting" 
has never taken off in a big way. 
There are only 10 packs in Britain, 
compared with some 100 beagle 
packs and rather more foxhound 
packs. None of the basset hunts 
attracts a crowd of more than 80 - 
a figure of 20 is often the norm. 

Uke beagling, basset hunting has 
the advantage of being followed 
only on foot, and dispenses with the 
snobbish elements often associated 
with fox-hunting. The masters and 
five whippers-in wear a hunting 
uniform, but everyone else is wel- 
come to attend wearing jeans and 
anoraks. The sport is well-enough 
organised, however, to have had its 



Vertically challenged: the basset 


own governing body since lyii. 

“Bassets do not catch very much 
but that is not the prime drive. Ifwc 
really wanted to catch hares, we 
would go out with greyhounds.” 
says Don Peacock, a telecommuni- 
cations manager who is secrctiny of 
the Master of Basset Hounds Asso- 
ciation. 

“Followers go out to be in the 
countryside, to look at the hounds 
and to hear and see them working. 
The hounds’ rich baying is wonder- 
ful music, and it really stirs the blood 
when you hear it echoing off the 
woodland down in the vnlhrvs. 


hound is a single-minded but inefficient hunter 


“Anti-hum protesters lend to 
leave us alone. When we do get 
them, thev usually end u P following 
us and thoroughly enjoying the 
hunt. The basset is very single- 
mmded and persistent once it has its 
nose down, hut it is not clever. The 
hare, on the other hand, is one of the 
cleverest of animals, and it is fasci- 
nating to watch it using its wiles to 
throw’ the pack off the'seent ” 

This is home out by the Lc adon 
Vale Hum member who 0 ft en <ee 
the hare run through sirearas and 
rank-smelling hclds to cover ils trail 
and even doubling hack right 
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No hiding place for plants 

Workshop: What do you do with an Ali Baba pot? Anna Pavord advises 


gardening 



JOHN LAWRENCE 


Or Mrs Beaty could plant a cordyfine in a 
plastic pot (less than 17ins across at tbe top) 
and then plunge pot and plant inside her 
Ali Baba jar. When the weather gets cold, 
she can lift it out, still in its pot and keep 
it in her greenhouse. The pot-inside-pot 
planting would also be an easy way to 
test the coTdy line’s potential as an 
Alt Baba ally. 

Other plants to think about 
might be dark, shiny acanthus 
(dies down in winter), blue- 
flowered agapanthus fbut not 
the dwarf kinds), bamboo 
(though it goes through a 
period of looking intensely 
scruffy), the giant grass 
called Amndo donax. 
either tbe plain or the var- 
iegated variety that grows 
to about six feet tall, can- 
nas with their banana-like 
leaves and brilliant late 
summer flowers, the stun- 
ning red crocosmia 
‘Lucifer' with sword leaves 
pleated down their entire 
length, or my favourite 
spurge. Euphorbia mellif- 
era with fabulous sea- 
green leaves. There are 
other plants such as agave 
and cardoon that might 
look good in the pot but 
which wouldn’t enjoy the 
billet underneath the oak 
tree. 

Mixtures, 1 think, would be 
less successful, though Mrs 
Beaty ought to experiment with 
some because experimenting is 
half the point of gardening. It's 
also the best way for a relatively 
new gardener (Mrs Beaty has only 
recently been hooked) to learn 
about plants. 

I can see grey-leaved Lotus benh- 
ebtii dripping in swaths over the edge 
of the pot. I can also see it tumbling 
with nasturtiums, some of them sup- 
ported on a wigwam of peasticks stuck 
into the compost of the pot. There are 
some superb nasturtiums about, including 
doubles such as ‘Hermine GrashofT and 
‘Margaret Long'. The doubles are sterile, so 
you can’t sow them from seed but have to 
propagate them from cuttings. 

But if this were my pot, I don’t think I'd plant 
it at all. Td raise it up off the ground a little, by 
standing it on blocks, and then I’d group smaller 
terracotta pots full of ferns round its feet. It would 
beckon, cool, uncluttered and inviting from its 
shady lodging under the oak tree. 

Terracotta pots, like luggage, should never look 
new. A bit of batter adds a touch of class. Mrs Beaty's 
pot is too big to bury in a compost heap - one way of 
achieving the centuries-old look. But she could paint it 
all over with milk or yoghurt to encourage friendly 
lichens. A bath in liquid manure is an even better way of fos- 
tering the aged look that dealers call patina. 


/ was gii'cn a large terracotta Ali Baba- 
shape urn at Christmas and now have 
to decide what to do with il It mea- 
sures 32ms high, 27ins at the widest 
point and die aperture at die top is 
17ins wide. 

It has draining holes and I 
thought I would stand it on 
feet I can either stand it in 
a shady or a sunny spot 


and obviously once positioned it will not be 
moved. I cannot decide whether to put in dif- 
ferent plants in it each year or to plump for 
plants which will come up the same each 
year. Do I have to fill the bottom of it with, 
say. broken pieces of brick? Should I posi- 
tion a tall plant in die centre of the plant- 
ing area? Your suggestions would be 
appreciated. I am eager for it to look its 
wry best. 

B y the time I caught up with 
Elizabeth Beaty and her Ali 
Baba pot, it had already 
found a home in the dappled 
shade of an oak tree at the 
bottom of the garden. Her husband was 
threatening serious reprisals if there 
should be any suggestion of moving the 
pot again, so there it must stay, sitting 
on the concrete plinth that once served 
as a turning circle for the train of a model 
railway. A previous vicar had laid out an 
ambitious circuit that not only filled his 
own garden at the rectoiy but took in the 
neighbouring cottages and the old school 
where the Beatys now live in Essex. I imag- 
ine him holding forth from the footplate as 
the train trundled through his neighbours’ 
gardens, underscoring the salient points of his 
sermon with blasts from the dangling steam 
whistle. 

But the poL Ali Baba jars are not the easiest 
£ j type of container to use because the neck is nar- 
' :1 row in relation to the size of the rest of the poL 
£j|j& It gives you relatively little space in which to plant 
But Mrs Beaty's pot does have drainage holes. The 
originals, being storage jars, of course don’t. If she 
does, deride to plant it, the holes will prevent her 
. lt plants drowning in winter wet 

The choice is between one statuesque plant that will 
not get in the way of the architecture of the pot or a 
■ mixture of smaller, tumbling plants, the sort you might 
put in any container, which will tend to obscure it Mrs 
■ Beaty is torn between herpleasure in looking at the pot itself 
and her general planting slyle which she describes as 
■“ “bunched, choking, frothing”. 

Cordyiine would fit in the first category. The shape, narrow 
_T. at first then arching out in a series of fronds, would be a mir- 
ror image of tbe pot It’s commonly called the cabbage palm, but 
it's nothing like a palm and even less like a cabbage. It has long 
spiky fronds, often variegated as in the showy variety C australis 
‘Albertii’ which has green leaves with red midribs, cream stripes and 
pink margins. The combination looks smarter than it sounds. 

There are quieter kinds - Atropurpurea' with dull bronze-purple 
r . leaves, and ‘Tbrbay Dazzler with leaves striped and margined in cream 
_ but all the cordylines have a similar growth habit like a water jet frozen 

1 in mid flow, the leaves shooting up, then splaying outwards. They are not 
reliably haixly in winter, but you can protect the growing heart of the plant 
by scooping up the leaves and binding them together in an upright bundle. 


Weekend 

work 

Weed, weed, weed. If you lose 
control of weeds this month, 
they will be with you for the 
rest of the summer. Pay 
particular attention to those 
that are on the point of- 
flowering. An average weed 
will shed 5.000 seeds. 

Do something about the 
long, waving shoots of 
wistaria. Good flowering 
depends on hard pruning but 
you cannot prune until you 
know what you want to keep. 
Initially you must train the 
wistaria on a framework of 
wires. Parallel lines are 
easiest. When the skeleton is 
established, then you can start 
cutting back excessive growth 
and stimulate buds instead. 

Clomps of mossy saxifrage 
have a maddening habit of . 
going bald in the middle. Cut 
out any brown, dead growth 
and pep up the underlying soil 
with bone meal and a sifting 
of fresh top soil. Sow forget-- 
me-not and other biennials for 
bedding out next spring. 

Nip out the tops of broad 
beans to discourage black fly. 
Nip out side shoots of single 
stem tomatoes and tie them in-: 
to their canes as they grow. . . 
Continue to sow radish and. - 
; lettuce in short rows, 
l .. Continue to spray disaster- 
prone roses every two weeks ' 
against black spot and : • 
miklew. Murphy’s Tumbleblite . 
will at least do them both at .• 
once. On the other hand, you . 
cqukf grub them out and 
replace them with healthier - 
varieties this whiter. Dead- 
head roses by cutting back to a 
strorigoiitward-fariflgsbbol; 

Divide primulas and 
polyanthus, now that. they, have 
. finished flowering and while 
.; the earth js still damp. Watch : 
for the black, yellow and • 
white caterpillars of the *• 
mullein moth on your - 
verbascums. They strip plants . 
almost overnight, but are > 
wonderfully acrobatic in the. 
process. They tie and untie 
themselves in fast, convulsive . 
knots - good entertainment 
while you are; weeding. 



CUTTINGS 

A series of summer gar- 
den tours is on offer at 
Britain’s oldest botanic 
garden - the Oxford Botanic 
— founded in 1621. The next 
tour takes place on 8 July 
and looks at the ways that 
different plants have been 
used by people through the 
ages. Tours start at 7pm and 
cost £5. Meet under the 
Danby Arch at the Botanic 
Garden. For further infor- 
mation contact Louise Allen 
at the Oxford Botanic Gar- 
den, Rose Lane, Oxford 
(01865 276920). 

The Festival of Gardening 
that takes place this week- 
end at Hatfield House in 
Hertfordshire celebrates the 
house’s 500th anniversary. 
Lady Salisbury has made 
one of the best gardens in 
England at Hatfield, sympa- 
thetically restoring them to 
reflect the history of the 
house but filling them with 
the best of today splants. It 
is a masterpiece. Thirty 
nurserymen put U P display 
in a grand marquee and 
there are demonstrations 
and lectures on 
matters all through the. 
weekend. The festival is 

open today (I 0 am- 6 pm) and 

tomorrow (lOant-Sp™)' 
admission £5.20. 

Roy Lancaster, no mean 

plant hunter hunseff, ^le> 

brates plant hunters of the 
past in a lecture tobehejd at 
The Lost Gardens of Heh- 
ganon9 July- The evenwg 
starts at 6 pm with a guided 
tour of the garden, relating 

its plants to the people who 

first discovered them m the 
wild. Supper is avaflab^ 

from 7.15pm and the lecwre 
begins at 8 pm- Afterwards 

th^e will be a film on the 



Hibiscus Syrfacus ‘Woodbrid go’ 
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life and work of Frank King- 
don Ward, who introduced 
the fabulous blue Himalayan 
poppy, Meconopsis beionici - 
folia into the country. The 

evening finishes at 10pm. 

Tickets, GO, are available 
from Heligan, Fentewan, St 
Austell, Cornwall PL26 6EN 
(01726 844157). 

Patrick Mead from Cran- 
leigh writes with a query 
about hibiscus. Id a new gar- 
den he has inherited a hibis- 
cus, which he thinks is the 
deep pink-flowered ‘Wood- 
bridge - - The problem is that 
it has mown too tall, 
presently standing at about 
l?ft He has already topped 

ifa few times, but hopes to 
be able to keep it pe™®' 

nently at a more manageable 
8ft. In Weekend Work, he 
noted that 1 had suggested 
pmning hibiscus by cutting 

Sut one thiid of stems. 
Sis, he says, does not have 

enough stems for that kind 

ofSnent. What should 

he, TTitMneihod I suggested - 


taking out one stem in three - 
works for hibiscuses that arc 
multi-stemmed rather than 
those that are trained as small 
trees, where you do not have 
the option of new wood 
springing from the base. But 
Mr Mead could start by cut- 
ting out entirely any branches 
that spoil the line of the tree 
or shruh, or that are getting in 
the way of other plants. 

Because he wants to keep 
his hibiscus at a particular 
height, he will probably have 
to go on cutting it each year 
to keep it within bounds. I 
would cut out the tallest 
branch entirely each year and 
reduce the length of-the oth- 
ers. 

You can cut back main 
branches on established 
hibiscuses by at least a third 
and shorten laterals if neces- 
sary to two or three buds. 

You can also take the 
tougher course of cutting the 
whole shrub back by two 
thirds. The best time to 
prune is late spring, which 
with us generally means 
May. 


gardening 
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Redfields 
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Lend Garden Appointments 
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Beautiful Driveways 
created specially for you! 



* Huge selection of colours and designs 
■ * Unique fibre reinforced concrete 
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0800 174617 
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Everyone’s going to the 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. 


IPs tin? world's largest 
annual flower show. 

Set in 25 acres of Rcyal 
parkland tilth the 
spetfacular Daily Mail 
Garden feviOan, the 
British Rose festival. 



10ih-13th July 1997 

(tkli 8{ July RHS members rafy) 
in AnncUTm eim iw 

Bqfiqoa tomcril 


the Plant Heritage 
Marquee with 25 Show 
Gardens, 10 watir 
gardens and over 800 
exhibitors. Boot: now - 
raUTinkrtmaster 
lor details. 


CALL TICKETMASTER ON 0171-957 4000 
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A New Service for Garden Lovers 

* We can suppfc snu with any gardening book m prim - post free! 

♦ SpecSol offers regubrfy avaiabJe - this sprins ihe RHS 
Encyclopaedia at Gonfcntag and RHS Encvchpaedio of Garden 
Plants and Floteen both reduced from f 35.00 to £25.00. RHS 
Phntflnder from £12.99 to £10.00 and many more 

GARDEN BOOKS BY POST 

8 Ana Street. Worthing. West Sussex BN11 INK 
Tafc 01903 205895 • Fus 01903 213438 
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ADWATCH 

Pricking the 
consciences of 
pinheads 
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C hanging how we think and act - over 
and beyond what products we buy - 
is, perhaps, the toughest job advertis- 
ing has to perform. Witness the long- 
standing battle against drink-driving waged by 
the Department of Transport and the war 
against racism being fought by the Campaign 
for Racial Equality, whose latest advertising 
broke this week. 

The CRE is renowned for hard-hitting tac- 
tics. Recent ads include one showing feeces 
and a dead rat being pushed through a let- 
terbox beneath the line: “And you get annoyed 
about junk mail.” Last year’s campaign 
included a picture of three identical brains. 
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Wimbledon branded tennis 
merchandise from the 
Wimbledon shop. Sports 
holdall, £34, racket £50, Ht- 
tec tennis shoes £40, 
championship towel £21, 
polo shirt £38, sweat shirt 
£52 and striped navy polo 
shirt, £50. 


-ri.,. 


European, African and Asian, plus a tiny brain 
labelled; “racist". 



“Standing out has always been the key as 
much of the advertising work and media space 
is donated free," explains ORE'S head of strat- 
egy, Colin Han. “we’ve found through expe- 
rience that the more striking the ad, the more 
likely we are to have it run and get it talked 
about” The latest campaign, however, marks 
a significant shift in tone. 

Soft-sell tactics have been employed for a 
poster and cinema ad focusing not on “anti- 


The Time: 12 noon, 23 June to 6 July 


H you’re going to take 
a picnic you’ll need a 
cool box. This green 
ice chest is ideal at 
£ 39 . 95 , along with the 
more traditional 
insulated wicker 
cool-basket at £39.95. 
And don’t forget to 
take a picnic rug like 
the foldaway version 
(bottom left) at 
£34.95. All from Lake- 
land Plastics, mall 

order 015394 88100. 


The Place: Wimbledon 




The Essentials 




racism" or “equality”, but “people”. The ads, 
part-funded by the Home Office, are part of 


part-funded by the Home Office, are part of 
the European Union's 1997 Year Against 
Racism. 

“Last year's work theme was ‘All different, 
ail equal’. This year's approach is a natural 
progression from that.” Mr Han says. The new 
postershows the earth as seen from space, sur- 
rounded by tiny stars. The text reads: “Don’t 
you like your neighbours?" By a small star in 
one comer is a single word: “Move”. But it is ' 
the cinema commercial which marks the 
greatest change. The film/whicb comprises 
just over two minutes of black and white 
images, is part pop video, part Coca-Cola or 
Nike ad 

The theme is life stages. And so we see dif- 
ferent vignettes relating to birth, school, reli- 
gion, love-making, marriage, old age and even- 
tual death with the odd quirky insert, 
including a white man and a Sikh sitting side 


T ickets for matches on 
courts 3 to 19 are £8 
in the first week and 
£7 in the second week. 
Centre court tickets are 
between £22 and £44. 
Court One tickets cost £19 
to £38 - but be warned, 
you'll have to queue half 
the night for these two 
courts. We’ve selected the 
following items to make 
sure you have the perfect 
day out, and who knows, 
maybe you’ll return next 
year on the opposite side 
of the net 
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.For proficient players there’s 
the Prince Precision Graphite 11 
racket (above) at £99.99, the 
. Dunlop Revelation Pro Tour racket 
(left) at £99.99 or Slazenger’s 
Phantom Tour racket (below) at £130. 
And of course you'll need to put the 
bounce in your game with new balls. 
A tin of three Slazenger Wimbledon 
balls (above) costs £5.99. If watching 
previous Wimbledon champions such 
as Pete Sampras and Richard 
Krajicek has inspired youngsters to 
pick up a racket and head for the 
nearest park, then try the new Hen- 
man Phantom Tour Junior racket from 
Slazenger at £25. 
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Strawberries and 
cream cost £1.80 for 
10 at Wimbledon, but 
you can go and pick 
your own for just 90p 
per pound at The 
Strawberry Farm Shop 
at Upminster, Essex 
(01708 640361). 
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by side as they wait for a train, each picking 
their nose. Each section mixes white and black 



their nose. Each section mixes white and black 
people sharing the same experiences. 

Surprisingly, the commercial was made by 
14 different directors of different races and 
nationality. The advertising agency behind it 
-Saatchi & Saatchi - randomly allocated each 
a particular life stage. The only proviso was 
that all should be shot in black and white. 

“There wasn’t a briet as such," Saatchi 
copywriter Kes Gray explains. “By opening it 
up to different people’s notions of what 
humanity is, we definitely got a better film." 
The desired effect was “to strike some 
chords”, he adds. “While ad-men tend to hone 
things down in a somewhat ruthless way, leav- 
ing the ball in the directors’ court produced 
a more thoughtful approach.” 

The end result is a haunting film crowned 
by a final frame dividing the screen into two 
-black and white, linked by an equals sign. It 
certainly creates an effect. But does it over- 
simplify an important issue? 

Purists have criticised the CRE’s use of 
advertising for trivialising the problem. How- 
ever. Mr Han insists, the advertising has been 
designed to make people think: “Our core 
aim is not to target the converted - or the 
preachers of racism, for that matter - but 
those in the middle who don't have a view 
and should.” 

While advertising cannot achieve this alone, 
it has helped considerably, he believes. “We 
monitor both attitudes to ads and attitudes to 
racism over time,” he adds. “Without doubt, 
people do feel happier in a multi-racial soci- 
ety than they did ten or 20 years ago, but we 
still have a long way to go." 
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H lf you want to improve your tennis and have a ready supply 
f people to play with and coaches on hand, why not join a 
. One example is the Unkside Lawn Tennis Club, Wanstead, 
i, where membership costs £120 per year and coaching 
re £13 (0181-989 5773). If you prefer some intensive tuition, 
it the Botlettierl tennis camp at Mlllfield, Somerset, which 
eluding food and accommodation (01458 445823). The 
.ociation runs residential weekend courses for £170 at 
Bisham Abbey, Buckinghamshire (01628 483084). 






Chocoholics Unanimous say: stick your patches! 


B ritain’s love-affair with chocolate 
(we spent £4bn on it last year) 
may well have hit a sticky patch. 
Quite literally. A new stick-on cure, 
“impregnated with the aroma of a trop- 
ical orchid”, is designed to banish crav- 
ings for chocolate and sweet foods. It 
will also banish a few pounds to boot 
(£29.95, actually). 

As one of the nation’s greatest choco- 
late lovers (I founded Chocoholics 
Unanimous in 1990 to help fellow 
chocophiles celebrate, not give up) I was 
intrigued by the idea of these Diet Scent 
“aromacology” patches. How could the 
smell of an orchid put me off chocolate? 

“It’s not just orchid,” said a spokes- 
man for Diet Scent’s creator, LP Slim- 
line offlkley, Yorkshire. “It’s supposed 
to be a chocolatey smelt too. We call it 
the Christinas dinner syndrome. Slave 
over a hoi stove on Christmas Day and 
you won’t want to eat the food.” When 
you consider that 95 per cent of what we 
taste comes from our sense of smell, I 
had to admit that the concept sounded 
feasible. 


Not that I want or need to give the 
ambrosial stuff up. Chocolate alone 
does not make you fat (I am five foot 
eight and eight stone four, despite a 
daily dose for 20 years) and it certainly 
does not make you miserable, as the 


patch's promotional blurb implies. A 
bar a day keeps unhappiness and neu- 


bar a day keeps unhappiness and neu- 
roses at bay. And I don’t believe that 
you can be addicted to chocolate, either. 
But despite my pro-chocolate stance, I 
was curious to know whether sniffing 


these tiny turquoise squares really could 
rid me of my passion. And, more impor- 
tant, would they cure me of my most 
inveterate vice; sugar in my tea? 

The 28-day supply came complete 
with a report from Raiding University’s 
Scientific Services. Their two-week trial 
concluded that “significant weight loss 
was achieved by the 25 women wearing 
Diet Scent Patches, but no weight loss 
was recorded for 24 placebo wearers." 

Why no male testers? Is it because 
th^r don’t feel guilty about eating choco- 
late? Is it because they're not prepared 
to part with £29.95? Or simply because 


they don’t wish to go round for two 
weeks smelling like a tropical orchid? 

Gerald Emmanuel, lifelong chocolate 
lover, and my husband, an “infected 
chocoholic” ( by me), were both pre- 
pared to take the risk. At six foot three 
and 15 stone, Gerald has already man- 
aged to kick his daily Mars Bar and 
KitKat, habit through willpower alone. 
But. like me, he is finding it impossible 
to give up sugar in his tea. My husband, 
a crisp addict as well as a chocolate- 
eater. simply wants to lose his spare tyre. 
We all pledged to take the piaster test 
for two weeks. 

On applying the patch, my olfactory 
senses went into overdrive. Fbrget trop- 
ical orchids, here we had Plasticine, 
vanilla and white whippy ice-cream 
rolled into one. Every rime I fancied a 
cuppa 1 took a big sniff, but regrettably 
I still needed the sugar. By the end of 
Day One I had consumed four cups, a 
Cadbury' s Dairy Milk and some choco- 
late Hobnobs. 

Then, on Day Two, my rrial came to 
an abrupt halL Re-reading the Diet 


Scent booklet whilst breastfeeding my 
11 -month-old daughter, I spotted the 
warning on the back cover. "Diet Scent 
should not be used by pregnant or 
breast-feeding women.” A sleepless 
night ensued, during which I harboured 
wild thoughts about having poisoned 
my baby, but a call to the press officer 


the next day allayed my fears: “The 
patches are perfectly safe. They're not 
transdermal - they don’t enter the 
bloodstream.” 

Meanwhile, how was Gerald getting 
on? 

“The smell is very pleasant - if not a 
tad embarrassing. People thought I was 
wearing perfume. It’s a bit like someone 
trying to give up smoking keeping an 
unlit cigarette in their mouth." 

Did they work? “After 12 days Tm still 
taking sugar in my tea. But I'm still off 
the chocolate. Willpower is the answer. 
I’m afraid. Or maybe I'm just very resis- 
tant to smells." 

Has Gerald lost weight since giving 
up the choc? "Not one ounce." 

Q.E.D. Chocolate alone does not 


make fat. My husband stayed off choco- 
late for four days while wearing the 
patches, but increased his crisps con- 
sumption and gained two pounds. 

What I needed was an objective sci- 
entific opinion. Enter George Dodd, 
director of the Aroma Foundation. Did 
he think the patches could work? 

“Yes. The idea of using smell therapy 
to control appetite is scientifically 
approved. But simply smelling an attrac- 
tive aroma reminiscent of your favourite 
nibble will not work. Attractive smells 
alone won’t satiate the taste buds - it 
will, in some cases, activate them." 

But having visited all the major 
chocolate factories in Britain. I can 
vouch for the fact that the constant 
sweet aroma does eventually put you off 
eating the stuff. 

r J?£i here - VOu have iL on to your 

£29.95. And every time you fed the urge 
- be it a Twix-fix, biscuit binge or sim- 
ply a nice, sweet cuppa - clutch your 
tempting goodies and take a trip to the 
rubbish dump. 

Caroline Sarrl 




vvhat was spent on fresh fruit 

and vegetables, from iggi to 1996 


000 tonnes 


tool 7.425 
1992 6,878 


'SififsKigs 


4,890 


1 993 6,326 

1994 6,201 

1995 6,005 

1996 6,055 




5,085 


5,915 


Source: Mlntet 
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Sarah-Lou Reekie 
goes all-out 
to make herself 
as repellant as 
possible 


Winter's gone and now it’s Spring . Lore/ 
Where is thy sting? 


W ith apologies to Ira Gersh- 
win, it’s summer and far 
nastier than love’s sting is 
an insect bite which can 
make us irritable or. 
worse, ill. With summers getting warmer 
we will be plagued bv more insects than 
before - so much so that the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine 
has set up a telephone advice line to help 
deal with the problem. 

The majority of insects are capable of 
just biting us and buzzing off leaving 
itchy bumps in their wake. However, it 
is possible, given the right conditions, 
that the malaria-carrying British mos- 
quito will plague us once more. Once 
more? Yes, before the First World War 
the Virnx Malaria was indigenous to 
England. 

Should these long hot summer days 
continue, the malarial parasite inside the 
mosquito can quickly develop. A traveller 
returning from abroad carrying malaria 
could be bitten by a female'mosquito in 
the UK. When the mosquito then bites 
another unsuspecting victim it will pass on 
the disease. 

During long dry hot summers even the 
universally laved ladybird can settle on 
people and nip viciously. This outra- 
geous behaviour is caused by a tack of 
moisture in the air together with a pop- 
ulation explosion afladybirds. The aphids 
which ladybirds feed on become rare and 
while humans are not a good aphid sub- 
stitute their sweat is thought to be attrac- 
tive. 

Nothing we can do can mask the chem- 
icals of sweat or the carbon dioxide of our 
breath that insects are attracted to. The 
female mosquito has a strong natural lust 
for blood. The only way we are clever 
enough to re-direct her and put her off 
our scent is by the serious use of repel- 
lent. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 



Once bitten, twice shy 


So how do you cut through the media 
hype and choose a pleasant, effective, 
harmless repellent? Nigel HilL researcher 
at the Tropical Medicine School which is 
part of London University, has a coura- 
geous method of testing the efficacy of 
insea repellent - which will one day win 
him a medal for bravery. 

He places his bare forearm into a cage 
of hungry female mosquitoes for 30 sec- 
onds while they bite away. He advises that 
there are a number of repellents on the 
market and most use the chemical sub- 
stance known as Deet (diethyltoluamide). 


It is effective hut does have a number of 
drawbacks because it can react with some 
plastics, such as camera cases, spectacle 
frames and watch straps. A few people 
also react to products containing Deet 
and it should not be applied in high doses, 
nor is application to young children rec- 
ommended. 

There are a few plant-based repellents 
available in Britain - although far less 
than in the rest of Europe where they 
seem to have greater faith in natural 
products. 

Curious to know what others do to fend 


off insects I asked for comments, with 
Nigel Hill to explain: 

Sue Miter, curator at the Chelsea 
Physic Carden, in Central London: “1 
used to get bitten to bits but I find the best 
way to keep them away is to travel with 
a friend whom the insects like more. She 
is my best insect repellent!” 

Nigel: “Given the choice of two people, 
an insect will naturally land on and bite 
the person whose chemicals in the sweat 
and breath it fancies most As a result, any- 
one living with someone who is highly 
attractive to insects will get fewer bites. 


Romney Fraser, Director of London's 
Neal’s Yard -modern day Apothecary in 
Covent Garden: “We advise our cus- 
tomers to use lavender water or witch 
hazel mixed with a few drops of citronella. 
It should be used with enormous care as 
it contains citral which is phototoxic 
(reacts with sunlight) and can cause a 
reaction in some people.” 

Nigel: “Quite right, please take note 
just because it’s natural does not mean 
it is harmless. Citronella Oil, for exam- 
ple, has caused skin blistering in some 
individuals. However, despite our 
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Fatal attraction: most insects love us, 
but wh ile flies are among the most 
irritating and ugly, only a mosquito’s 
Mood lust that can prove deadly 

PHOTOGRAPH: SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY 


reliance on specially formulated repel- 
lents. a host of natural products have 
been doing the same job for thousands 
of years." 

Here are some essential oils, which 
pests hate: 

Citronella. peppermint, cinnamon, 
geranium, clove - which can cause reac- 
tions on sensitive skin - geranium, and 
lavender. 

Try this water-based splash to make at 
home: 

5 drops of essential oil mixed with 30 
tablespoons of witch-hazel. 20 table- 
spoons of distilled water and half a tea- 
spoon of carrier oil. Shake well. Vodka 
can be substituted for witch-hazel. DO 
NOT DRINK! To use put into a clean 
sprayer botde. do not spray near eyes. 

To deter insects coming through the 
window, make an arrangement of ribbons, 
put a few drops of essential oils on them 
and hang them by a window. 

And heed this advice from Uri Gellcr. 
the mind over matter guru. “With all my 
power and all my energy I focus entirely' 
on a troublesome insect - sending it the 
message to fly away. I can repel it with mv 
mind" 

As Nigel Hill says: “The female mos- 
quito's thirst for human blood is over- 
powering and if she is unable to produce 
eggs a future generation will be lost for- 
ever. In a battle of wills against such a foe 
MOST peoples’ willpower would prove 
insufficient. Perhaps if we all had Uri’s 
power of thought we could succeed. 
However, psychological ability to control 
our bodies and behaviour may help in 
reducing symptoms of bites and help resist 
the urge to scratch.” 

Alfresco anti-insect moisturizer 0181-34$ 
6704. .Advice on biting insects <50p per 
minute ): 0891 600270: Neal's Yard, 15 
Neal's Yard, WC2 0171-379 7222: good 
essential oils are also available from above 
and branches, and witch-hazel from any 
good chemist. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Health & Leisure 


INTRODUCING THE WORLD’S 
SMALLEST RADIO! 


^CONDOMS 


From the master of. 
innovation whose . y. 
products for 30 years have 
•rfceenat the forefront of, 
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The Astonishing XI Button Radio 

Only the size of a 1 0p coin, it offers the full performance of a VHF radio 
yet with its unique design fits discreetly in your ear. 

Available exclusively from Sinclair Research fbr only £9.50 


From the master of j 
innovation, comes ' 
an BS&ontehmg 
breakthrough in | 
electronic 

mWatuHwfflon- I 
the Sinclair XT 
Button Radio. 

A receiver that fits 
snugly In your ear 
with state of the 
art dreufiiy that 
gives it a specification ’which wtH 
top redos many times Be she. 

The result of years of research 
using original Sinclair tachnotogy 
the XI Radio to unique, and bi 
line with Sir CSve's wish to keep 
its price to under £10, ft to only 
available direct from Sinclair 
Research. Ybu cannot buy this 
radio in the high street or from 
any man order catalogue. 

Tune In and toten 
TheXl is totally hands free 
and has virtually no weight. 

You can mn. dance or pedfil 
you- btte without fear of ihe 
XI getting in the way. Its 
vnque sura^np ear design 
w 9 ensure it fits snugly and 
comfortably in your ear at 
afl times. Never agan need 


programme or five sports 
broadcasts.^ far afl 
locations, It can be 

dtecreeily used in your of. 


Key features of this marvel 
of technology: 


• FM airtoccan push 
button tuning. 

■ HI frequency 

• Butt in aorta! 


• Unique 
sura grip 
rar design. 

• Powered 
tyattny 
IWdumcefl. 


Order your XI today 
Simply sand Sinclair Research £10 and 
we wfll despatch your new XI Button 
Rado (complete with battery} deed to 
you. If its performance and sound 
quality does not astonish you, simply 
retumwittwi30daysforafuH.no 
questions refund. 

SINCLAIR 

RESEARCH 

UK*. Swucm Dhnskm. 13 DsrtngUfl Bowl. 

VMnpMnugh. Nathans NNB 2PL- 

■g. CREDIT CARD HOLDERS 
U TELEPHONE 01933 279 301 


• High quafityABS •OntaSbutton. 

coostmctton. 
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enounce. 

iHsndfr4me 

operation. 10p coin. 



VECTOR 1CTVC CS OHWOH. 
npeMHaraRTOM. 


ft 


on the train, bus or white 
you’re el work, wifiiout fae 
person next to you being 

aware. 

You’ve never heard ft so good 
Powered by a bny Bttvum cei 
which taste for many hours, 


available in shops) the XI 


■ Uso i! 

■t n y w h c : ■Pf* 1 


touch tuning as found on 

expensive car rectos. Simply 

push the button and it tunes 

automaiicafly to toe next 
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Are You 


i„e Erotic Print Society s 
Catalogue « * ™«l c h** 1 'ti^lral tewed 
tilde ftMiap: b*"* fufl *”*.?"** 
exciting colour lagn *' f ,,u * ],m ’ 
iteii edition* dieted Me rokrar— 


aendBOOdm* 


Gardening 


Hv BOOKS BlP 


4ESv BOOKS JUf POST 

A New Service for Garden Lovers 

* ttte supply unih any gardming book ta piw ■ pMltiee! 

* Sp«aa! often legukuty owflaMe ■ this spring the RHS 
Encyclopaedia of Gardening and RHS Encyclopaedia of Garden 
Plants aid f Jow/s huh nxtaced from E 35.00 lo £25.00. RHS 
Pkmr/indcr /rum £12.99 tv £10.00 and many more. 

garden books by post 

8 Ann Street. WortHnj, Wm Surhm BN 11 1NX 
Tdfc 01903 205895 * Faac 01903 213938 

email: optfcmM*Oofcse*B*viu?i.CD.uk 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Independent Traders Team 

W 0171 293 2344/2323. 
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HAIR PROBLEMS? 




imA’4 1 1 *- j.'il'-ii 


Arcon-Tisarte is a natural herbal product newly arrived in 
the UK from die Comment and now achieving the same 
superb results here. 

You can read aboul ihis excellent system of hair care in die 
current edition of HAIR INTERNATIONAL magazine. 
Alternately, send a postcard or phone the number below to 
receive un information pack and PROMOTIONAL 
VOLfCHERS. • 


I nfYlllWcjCiXi&ZlLdNKJI ira 


or postcard to: 

Ajtcoh TISANE. Dept IN, PO Box 351 PcferborMgfa PEI 5QQ 
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Collecting 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 1 9th century mahogany 
extending dining 

aa Vffwmdbdiqou 
Meekkompsimd, 
'Berks 

Library and writing 

furniture also Only 6 nuns from J13 M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 



Unusual Gifts 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 

Aits Oy 
WniST/ing Fis 1 '. 



- WHITE 0=1 PHON E 
QUOTING 

FOR r Ht6 CATALOGiJ: 
WIT r-i lots more 

OF. SIGNS 

12 M lKs'STER RO. I EDDIf 


0181-255-9926 24hrs 


Automatic Roll-up 
Garage doors 



01929554901 



BriUiant Present Ideas 
NEW BABY/CHOD’S 
BIRTHDAY, CHRISTENING 

Beautifully crafted wooden letters that lock 
together as a jigsaw io make child's name. 
Multicoloured and well finished. £2 per 
letter plus £2.50 ( post inc.) 

TeL 01745 591849 

Concepts, P.O. Box 2, Rhyl IXI8 5ZH 


i If Ynu Ikiu- .i uimpUnn: 
about An ticm in lhL% i’ 
ncA'>pjpvr which jr 

concei i?> iruccurjkj, j' 
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» THIS NEWSPAPER 
j ABinu 1: 

THE PCC’s DECISIONS I 


We Make Sofa’s and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofa's and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to ns. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. AH leading Brand names. Sandersons, MonkweD, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and Divan 
Sets? 

Certainly! 


We will heat any other price of a comparable duality W 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetsiyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare Si-, 
Hackney, London £8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Teh 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 
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» SALISBURY SW.\RE 1 
LONDON FC4Y «AE || 
Telephone 017 J 353 124* ji 
Facsimile 0171 3S3 8355 '? 
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Send A5 S.A.E. 1 0? »rec cslour brochure to. F0AMFLAN j5C Hcl!ov‘..iy Ro.id Londoi H? 6F, 
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Modernism at 
its mouldiest 

Eames furniture, which changed our posteriors' 
perspective of the world, is back in vogue with a 
vengeance, writes Katherine Sorrell 


W hen it comes to must-haves for 
the modem home, you can’t go 
far wrong with the usual sus- 
pects: Alessi, Starck, Dixon, 
Citterio, Jacobsen etc, with 
plenty of stainless steel glass bricks and 
blond wood thrown in for good measure. But 
if you want to be right there at the top of the 
style tree you simply can’t afford to be with- 
out at least one item of furniture by a couple 
wbo are widely regarded as the most impor- 
tant designers of the 20th century - Charles 
and Ray Eames. 

The E-word is so hot right now it’s practi- 
cally incandescent- Their work appears regu- 
larly in sales of modem design at London’s top 
auction houses, they are to be the subject of 
a retrospective at the Design. Museum next 
year, and Vitra. manufacturer of desirable 
office furniture, is celebrating the 40th and 
50th anniversaries of two seminal Eames 
designs, the Lounge chair and the Plywood 
chair, having this year re-issued the Plywood 
chair for the first time since it went out of pro- 
duction in the mid -Fifties. Even the current 
issue of Wallpaper, the style-bible of the 
moment, focuses heavily on Eames for a fea- 
ture about choosing chairs for an elegant home 
office. And in the fashionable enclaves of 
Upper Street, Islington, Simon Alderson and 
Tony Cunningham of Twentieth Century 
Design have chosen to celebrate their first 
birthday in business with a selling exhibition 
of work by the Eames duo. 

“We're great admirers of theirs and felt that 
people would like to see a lot of Eames 
together in one place at one time,” Alderson 
says. “There has definitely been a renewed 
interest in the furniture - over the last year 
we have been selling it steadily, and next year 
looks as if it's going to be really big for Eames." 

So who were this legendary pair? Charles, 
bom in 1907 in St Louis. Missouri, was a 
trained architect with a fascination for tech- 
nology and new materials. His wife Ray, for- 
merly Bernice Kaiser, was a Californian 
abstract artist with a passion for textiles and 
sculpture. Together, throughout the Forties, 
Fifties and Sixties, they created a huge range 
of original and attractive furniture, revolu- 
tionising production methods and setting new 
standards for comfort and aesthetics. 


Always at the cutting edge of new methods, 
theii first major success was the Plywood 
Group of chairs and tables; which used a tech- 
nique for moulding plywood which had devel- 
oped from their work on leg splints for the US 
navy during die Second World War. Soon after- 
wards, in 1950, came a set of glass-fibre arm 
and side chairs, again made using brand new 
processes, this time based on wartime radar 
disks. The first industrially manufactured 
plastic seating, they were used in caf&s, 
schools, lecture rooms and reception areas 
around the world. 

Later came, among many diverse projects: 
wire chairs; modular storage units; the iconic 
Lounge chair, an ultra-comfortable design in 
padded leather and rosewood veneer; the 
Lobby chair, which became a cult classic when 
it was requested by the American chess cham- 
pion Bobby Fischer for his match against Boris 
Spassky in 1972; and. the Aluminium and Soft 
Kid groups, a series of subtly modulated 
raetal-and- fabric chairs and tables. 

Though many of the designs were practical 
and hard-wearing, intended for public areas 
and offices as well as for homes, they were light 
years away from the dull or the utilitarian. 
Inspired by nature, by the graphic lines of con- 
temporary artists sudh as Klee, Miro and 
Caldet, and by the development of new mate- 
rials and technologies, it was a new language 
of design that was accessible, fashionable, 
intelligent and emotionally satisfying. Their 
work is still innovative. “They exploited mate- 
rials and techniques to their extremes; you 
can’t take it any further,'’ Alderson says. 

“Theirs was a very restrained Modernism, 
with every component kept to a minimum, and 
it fits in well with contemporary design. 
Because of the range of materials used, peo- 
ple can appreciate different parts of their work 
- there’s wood, aluminium for a slightly 
harder-edged style, and colourful glass fibre 
which appeals to a younger audience. A lot 
more people are Living in lofts or that type of 
environment and their furniture is very suit- 
able to that sort of look.” 

For this show Alderson and Cunningham 
worked with Vitra, exclusive producers of orig- 
inal-specification Eames in Europe, and Her- 
man Miller, which holds the rights in the USA, 
to gather a range of designs dating from 1943 



Simon Alderson and Tony Cunningham of 20th Century Design 


PHOTO: NICOLA KUKTZ 


to the present, some never before seen in this 
country. Immediately recognisable are two 
Lounge chairs (£1.450 or £3,555 with match- 
ing ottoman), a set of six Aluminium Group 
chairs and dining table (£3,300), a selection 
of Plywood chairs (£500 to £1-500) and three 
pastel-coloured fibreglass arm chairs (£350 to 
£750). 

There are also some more unusual pieces, 
including a rare leg splint (£150), two undu- 
lating wooden folding screens (£1,200 and 
£3,000), a low “surfboard" table (£850), a 
fold-down compact sofa in vibrant cheny, pur- 
ple, orange and black stripes (£2JL00) and an 
African-inspired walnut stool (£412). 


“Our aim with the exhibition was to demon- 
strate the Eames’ extraordinary design abili- 
ties in terms of technology, materials and 
form " Alderson says. “If people could do what 
they did today - and a few people are exper- 
imenting - then they would follow the Eame- 
sian definition of good design, which is to 
mass-produce furniture that is cheap, com- 
fortable and good-looking." 

Twentieth Century Design, 274 Upper St, Isling- 
ton, London N1 2UA: 0171-288 1996. One 
Year on with Eames' continues until 28 June, 
Vitra 13, Grosvenor St, London WJX 9FB; 
0171-408 1121 
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everyone m . 

United States knowing that 

they are second-hand is quite 
another. Surely, even the Di- 

. hard Americans wouldn t oe 
seen dead in cast-offs. _ 
especially the dated 1980s 

frocks. ... 

J can see someone Jure 
Rosea one. now that she s 
won the lottery, sprawled on 
the sofa, wearing flamenco- 
inspired lot 44 and tucking 
into some Nachos, but even 
at Diana’s heaviest, she didn t. 
quite reach Roseannesque 
proportions. The dresses 
range in size from 8 to 12 - 

apparently, from the painfully 
thin Hewlett Eighties to the 
work-out physique of the 
Carling Nineties. 

Personally. I never buy . 
without frying on first, but 
anything as fundamental as 
making sure a $5,000 dress 
actually fits is not one of 
Christie s priorities. There 
are no cunained-off cubicles 
with girls saying “docs this 
tartan Catherine Walker one 
make me look fat, Doreen?" 

next to the Great Room 
where the dresses are on view 
- you just hove to take a 
punt. ' 

. And what about the 
condition of the dresses? Will 
Christie’s allow you to check 
under the arms for sweat 
stains? After all, she has . 
worn some of them in very . 


£30 on an - 

verionorllSOonan^ 

hardback - and they were 
queuing round the street for 

^ Whybuy^ dress that has 
had someone else's bottom . 

Srtinc in it, jnst because it s a 
S bottom? This sale * n<tt 

about couture, it’s about 
trophy-hunting- 

Night Fever fans might be out 
in force for lot 79. an ink- 

blue velvet Victor Edelstem 
number in which Di boogied 
with John Travolta during a 

state, visit cher Reagan. 

The other interested 
parties in New York, after a 
piece of Di. are reported to 
be Ru Paul and fellow 
American drag queens. 

Diana will never be Queen, 
but it looks as if her dresses . 

will stiH be worn by few 

queens aLany rate. I look • 
forward to seeing who will be 
• wearing the world’s most 
famous hand-roe-downs. 

Something old t Dresses, from 
■ the collection of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, Christie's 
New York, 502 Park Avenue or 
59th Street, New York, 25 June 
6.30pm 

Something new: Bruce 
Oldfield, 27 Beauchamp 
Place, -London SW3. 0171-584 
1363; Catherine Walker, 65 
Sydney Street, London 571*3. 
0171-3524626 


INDEPENDENT SHORT BREAKS 



BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world’s Favourite airline 

The Independent and Independent 
on Sunday have arranged a choice 
of two super value short breaks to 
either Amsterdam or Antwerp 
flying with British Airways. From 
as little as £99 per person you can 
stay in Antwerp for one night, or for 
two nights from £129 per person. 
Alternatively, you can spend two 
nights in Amsterdam from £129 per 
person. The offer includes return 
flights on British Airways to 
London Gatwick and bed and 
breakfast accommodation in one of 
the hotels listed (right). 

A?3 fibres must ha booked by 
31st Jviy 1S97 and aSi flights 
taken by 31st October 1997. 

London Gatwick airport is easily 
accessible by rail using the Gatwick 
Express service from London 
Victoria. 

Eigtt Details 

Gatwick - Antwerp - Gatwick. 

There are three flights daily except 
Saturdays which have 2 flights. You 
will be advised of the flight times 
on the day you wish to travel, when 
you make your booking; 

Gatwick - Amsterdam - Gatwick. 
There ai*e 4 flights daily. You will 
be advised of the flight times on the 
day you wish to travel, when you 
make your booking: 

How to Book 

Booking could not be easier, simply 
call Travel Plus - ABTA:E122S, 
ATOL:3470 - on 1071 208 4444 
between 9am - 6pm Mon - Fri and 
10am - 4pm Sat - Sun and quote The 
Independent/BA offer. Payment can 
be made using all major credit 
cards, debit cards and/or personal 
cheque made payable to Travel Plus 
Ltd. All prices are correct at time of 
going to print. 


AMSTERDAM 

Doe to it’s extensive 
network of canals 
Amsterdam is rightly 
regarded as the 
'Venice of the North’. 
Visitors to • - 
Amsterdam will find 
a lively and 

cosmopolitan city wjftk, 
equally well known for 
its liberal attitudes - 
and red light district 
as for its priceless art 
collections, in 
particular the Van 
Gogh museum (which 
hosts three different 
versions of his 
priceless ’Sunflowers) 
and picture book 
architecture. 
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Situated on the banks of 1 

the river Scheldt, j 

Antwerp is Belgium's | 

second city and one of < 

Europe’s busiest ports j 

and home to a thriving 1 

diamond industry. j 

Antwerp is characterised : 

by it’s Baroque ; 

architecture and by the I 

art of it’s most famous ! 

inhabitant Peter Paul J 

Rubens. The worlds most i 

extensive col lection of . j 

Rubens' work is in the !; 

_ Royal Museum. i 

a j Belgium’s cuisine is ‘ 

jf l similar in style to French I 

li?u! whilst the local beers are 
considered a speciality. j 

Plus you can sample the ! 

delights of the famous I 

beers at the many bare • 

and cafes in a city where 
there are no liscensing 
laws! 
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Hots: Lists 

AMSTERDAM 

Holland Hotel - 2 Star Superior - 2 nights 
from £129. Quality accommodation in a ■ 
delightful location near the museums, best, 
shopping streets and Amsterdam’s largest 
park, the Vondelpark. 

Terminus - 3 Star - 2 nights from £129 
Good standard of accommodation, recently 
renovated. Situated between Dam Square 
and the Central station in a small side i 

street on the edge of the red light district ' 

(not for families). 

Avenue - J Star Superior - £ nights from 
£LLx A delightful hotel in the historic heart 
of Amsterdam. All rooms have been fully - 
renovated. Superb location between Dam « 
Square and the Central Station. 

Singel Hotel - 3 Star Superior - 2 nights 
from £ltf. Housed within 3 completely 
renovated canal-side 17th century . 
buddings, this hotel combines old fashioned 
cnann with contemporary comfort, 
ftetur^que location, very easy on foot 
access for all central Amsterdam. 

DoeJen - 4 Star - 2 nights from £148 until 
■list July and £163 from let. August 

“ otpJ ' »f the olrtestJn the city. 

th ® Centre alon g side the Amstel V 
an ? Dals - Epical Dutch Pub^ 

and Savarin waterside restaurant Quality 
accommodation in a picturesque iS** 
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Motor racing’s rapid rewind 



Some of history’s 

greatest race cars are 
gathering in Goodwood 
for a quick trip back in 
time, writes Gavin Green 

T he greatest collection of historic rac- 
ing cars ever seen in Britain gathers at 
Goodwood this weekend for the fifth 
annual Festival of Speed - the motor- 
sport equivalent of Royal Ascol And 
it's not just great old cars with which 
the crowd of almost 100.000 will mingle. Numer- 
ous ex-racing champions, including Jackie Stew- 
art, Stirling Moss, Sir Jack Brabham and John Sur- 
tees, will be there, in most cases to drive. Unlike 
modern racing circuits, invariably characterless 
autodromes. Goodwood allows the spectators 
and the stars to mix; there is no segregation and 
there are no officious marshals patrolling wire 
fences to keep fans away from precious, overpaid 
drivers. In most cases you can touch the cars. In 
some cases, you can even sit in them. 

The collection of cars is worth many hundreds 
of millions of pounds. There are so many great cars 
scheduled to appear but, for me, the most amaz- 
ing will be a brace of Auto Unions. These mon- 
strous 1930s’ German GP racers, along with 
600bhp Mercedes cars, dominated racing before 
the Second World Whr. The Auto Unions and Mer- 
cedes-Benzs were partly bankrolled by Hitler, to 
prove the superiority of German engineering and 
know-how. These Master Racers swept all other 
cars aside. TTiey are awesome machines - fast, noisy 
and beautiful in their bare aluminium clothing 
(from which they earned the tag “Silver Arrows"). 
Goodwood will be the first occasion since the war 
that the Mercedes and Auto Union cars will com- 
pete against each other. It is a major coup for the 
organiser. Goodwood owner Lord March. 

The Auto Union will be driven by Hans Stuck, 
ex-FI star and son of the pre-war Austrian driver 
of the same name (the other Auto Union, owned 
by the Deutsche Museum in Munich, will be a sta- 
tic exhibit), The 1937 MercedesWl25 that competes 
against it will be driven by ex-motorcyding and FI 
world champion John Surtees. There will be another 


1930s Mercedes racer, on hand as a static exhibit. 

Goodwood celebrates a host of anniversaries 
this year, not least the 40th anniversary of the first 
win by a British car in a world championship GP. 
It happened at the British GP at Aintree in 1957, 
when dental student Ibny Brooks and Stirling 
Moss shared the driving of the Vanwail that tri- 
umphed over the Ferraris and Maseratis. Both 
Brooks and Moss will be at Goodwood, to drive 
inwalls up the hill. 

Goodwood, however, must hold mixed emotions 
for Moss. The old racing circuit, adjacent to the 
grounds of Goodwood House, which opened in 
1946 and closed in 1966, was not just the scene of 


some of his greatest wins; it is also where he very 
nearly died in a massive shunt. Moss opened this 
year's festival, when he drove a Mercedes 300SLR 
- identical to the car in which he won the 1955 
Mille Mlglia sports car race, arguably his greatest 
win - up the hill yesterday, the first day of this 
year's three-day event. 

Apart from the Auto Unions, the other great 
coup for the organisers was to persuade Texan rac- 
ing recluse Jim Hall to bring three of his extraor- 
dinaiy Chaparral sports racing cars over from 
America. Hall's Chaparrals were the most 
advanced sports racers of the 1960s; they pio- 
neered aerofoil wings, semi-automatic transmis- 


sions and “ground effects" - all part of 1990s motor 
racing parlance. Hall's cars were so advanced that 
rivals had them banned. Hall in utter astonishment 
and disgust, broke one final lap record and then 
retired his cars for good. They have not been seen 
since. The most amazing is probably the 1970 21 
“sucker car", which used a small separate engine 
to suck the car down on the road, to generate extra 
grip. Hall himself will drive this car at Goodwood. 

There will be more than 30 gorgeous Ferrari 
sports cars, on hand to celebrate Ferrari’s 50th 
anniversaiy: current star Eddie Irvine will also be 
there to race up the hill in a two-year old FI car. 
Other modem GP cars at Goodwood iuclude this 


The cat's whiskers: the Jaguar D-type that 
won the 1957 Le Mans 24-hour race - in 
tre hands of Ron Flockhart and Ivor Bueb - 
will be one of Goodwood’s star attractions 


years McLuren-Mercedes and Jordan-PeugcoL 
and last year's Williams- Renault, as driven by 
Damon Hill. Ex-BBC commentator Jonathan 
Palmer will drive it at Goodwood. Jaguar C-tvpe 
and D-iype racers from the 1930s will feature in 
abundance. Star Jag is probably the actual D-typc 
that won the 1957 Le Mans 24-hour race in the 
hands of Run Flockhart and Ivor Bucb. It was 
Jaguar's finest ever motor sporting moment. 

Much older still are the cars competing in the 
Brooklands class. It's 90 years since Britain's, and 
the world's, first purpose-built motor racing course 
was finished at Brooklands. near Weybridge, in a 
massne operation funded by car enthusiast and Sur- 
rey land-owner Hugh Fortescue Locke King. It even 
invoh ed diverting the River Wey in two places. Two 
thousand Irish navvies were employed and 200.0U0 
tons of concrete were laid in an operation that, in 
today's money, cost £9 million. The circuit closed 
just before the last war, and was never re-opened. 

Original Brooklands cars thundering up the 
Goodwood hill include the ex-John Cobb 24-litre 
Napier- Raihon that holds the Brooklands per- 
petual lap record - an average speed of 143.44mph. 
recorded in 1935. Also competing will be the old 
aero-engined racer known as Babs. which killed 
its driver. JG Parry Thomas, when it crashed at 
Pendine Sands in Wiles in 1927 in pursuit of the 
world land speed record. It was finally exhumed 
in 1969. and painstakingly rebuilt 

Add Indianapolis racers from America, numer- 
ous motorcycle world champions on various mar- 
vellous two-wheeled machines, the world's most 
powerful-ever racing car (the 1973 Can Am rac- 
ing Porsche 917/30- good for l.lOOhhp) and much, 
much more. Great cars, great drivers, great atmos- 
phere. great location. 

The Festival of Speed, held at Goodwood House near 
Chichester, continues today and tomorrow. Entry: 
Saturday £20, Sunday £25. Children up to 12 free. 


A sporting smoothie, 



B ravo! Mainstream Fiats no longer 
appear to be modelled on Tori- 
nese shopping arcades. Much as 
I liked the old Tipo Sedicivalvole 
- the underrated sporting hatch with five- 
door practicality- jt was not the most ele- 
gant of cars. Nor were its mechanical bits 
exactly avant garde. 

How different its new three-door 
replacement, , the arresting Bravo HGT 
which unites the voluptuous curves of Fiat’s liberated style stu- 
dio (goodbye oblong blocks and hard edges) with a charismatic 
engine strong on Latin flair. Anyone who likes vocally pleas- 
ing cars with bags of brio will love this Fiat 



EVERY WEDNESDAY 
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The HGTs two-litre, five-cylinder 
engine is not the most powerful in the 
upper echelons of the Escort division. 
Honda’s howitzer, the Civic VTr, outguns 
it with 167 horsepower. 

Peugeot’s 306 GTi-6, too. What dis- 
tinguishes the HGTs fizzy engine, also 
deployed in the Fiat Coupe and up-range 
M areas (but not the five-door Brava, the 
Bravo’s non-identical twin), has less to do 
with what it does, and rather more with the way it does it. 

Five-cylinder engines have a distinctive double-edged sound- 
track. That of the Bravo is particularly engaging, if not espe- 
cially quiet- Twist the key and you're gently assailed by a honey- 
smooth snarl which no ordinary four-cylinder engine, innately 
less smooth, can emulate. The more you extend the HGTs 
counterbalanced engine, close to a V6 in refinement, the 
sweeter it seems to get. Aided by sprint gearing which denies 
this eager car high-striding motorways legs, acceleration is 
strong, but by no means unbeatable at around £15,000. It's the 
timbre, the torque, the ability to slug it out without changing 
down, that endears tins 20-valve “five" to petrolheads. Just as 
welt, too, as the gearchange is indifferent. 

The HGTs underpin nings are up to rhe job but set no new 
standards. Steering is slightly sharper than that of lesser 
Bravos, cornering more composed. Hustled through bends, 
the car feels secure, solidly planted, tenacious in its grip on 
upgraded tyres. That magic ingredient - let us call it fluency 
- which separates the good from the great, is not evident in 
generous measure, however. Driven with spirit, the HGT 
pleases rather than inspires. If Fiat's flagship Bravo is a tad 
short of expectations as a seminal driving machine, perhaps 
it is because what we would once have called a hot hatch 
embraces a broader range of virtues than expected. Funster, 
yes, but a soother, too, even though firm suspension induces 
a slightly unsettling ride on anything but smooth roads. 

The seats nnd driving position suited me just fine. Fiat seems 
finally to have conceded that the Anglo-Saxon frame is not that 
of a Barbary ape. I liked the big instruments, the bold dash - 
bulbously workmanlike at its centre - the custom-built, thief- 
proof stereo. Despite lots of unrelieved plastic trim, the well 


ROAD TEST 
Fiat Bravo 

By Roger Bell 
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FIAT BRAVO HGT 


Specifications • - -* s 

Price: £15£86 pn the road. Engine:, 1.998CC, five cyflmfera, 
20 valves, 147bfip at 6,100rprri. Tiansmlsafon: five-speed 
manual gearbox, front-wheel drive. Performance: top speed 

ISOmph. 0-60oriph in 8^ seconds. FVel consumption 
294mpg combined 

Rivals _ . 

AHa Romeo 145 JLOCiovarteaf , £15,989. Funky styling not 
to everyone’s taste. Strong peribnrn&nee from 1 SOtohp 
engine, lots of chancier. Quiok stewing and alert ftandfing 
aimed at serious driven. Space and practicality strong iutts, 
tod. Qulrfty.bokf, corfiro v ers tel . 

BMW Compact 1.81, £16,575. Mora a three-door. tourer, than 
a pertomwnde hatchback. Strong imago, high qualft* 


coup&s, with superior suspension, are battet Watch out for 
expensive extras. 

Nissan Almen-SLO GTV £14,600. Dark-horse Nissan is the 
of the deacon price and handling. Great driver’s car, 
especially on tfce comew, No seifouswealmeeses other 
than drearily Wand styUng. 

Peugeot 306 2.0 XSi, £15,000. Cracking cat DellgWfuI to 
drive, comfortable ride, good perfomw^ attract 
Needs highergearing ton»ton«iyik®faf«^peed GTWt 
wilder, muchfaster but BL500 morel?- 
Rover 200 2 JJ Wt £15,095. One of -Rover’s stars.. Vary quick 
( 0 - 60 mph In Twcohde), sharp handtog, good to drive, 
looks nicely made' arid finished. Attractive but pricey 
package marred oafy by lack of cahfauspa o s. Don't bother if 
you need totaot Worn.'- V " '•% 

: u- > ' • ’•* •- • 



equipped cabin, roomy enough for four adults 
and their luggage, has a classy mien. Standard 
issue includes alloy wheels, ami-lock brakes 
(and most reassuring they are, loo) a driver’s 
airbag and an immobiliser/alarm. Pity you 
have to pay extra for air conditioning. Any car 
without refrigeration will one day bomb on the 
second-hand forecourts. 

Brickbats? At trivia level, the sticky feel of 
the gear lever knob. On a more serious note, the 
measly one-year warranty. If Fiat's build qual- 
ity is now as good as it looks - and appearances 
suggest it is a match for the Japanese - why isn’t 
it backed with a three-year guarantee? 



Goodbye oblongs, 
hello style: 
the Fiat Bravo 
HGT has a 
counter-balanced 
five-cylinder 
engine and 
tenacious 
handling, but 
it’s backed 
by orriy a 
one-year 
guarantee 
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Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PR6 9NE 


BAA 

AflR 702 1300 
AFT 408 1,500 
3197 AP 1.500 
335 BAX 1.000 
977 BCH 1-200 
BCMB02 UO0 
BKH7S 1.000 
BOBO 5,250 
CK 75fl 2J00 
SOCLM 2 an 
COE 947V 325 
642 CTU S00 
CWAE76 1.500 
I7WOA 1.400 
W4 DBC 1J50 
440 DEL 2JJOO 
EK 70 
943 ETU 
RAZQ2I 
Ft. 50 


1.4S6 

500 

t.000 

2.500 


7SBGCR U00 


GIL 58 2.500 

J6 ORE 1.000 
PB ORE 1.000 
MORE 1.000 
940GWD 1.000 

H4 NON 1.0001 

(HANNON* 
HAZ6 2,500 
HAZ406 am 
HD 9488 1,4001 
HK474I 1,7001 
3BOO 
HfiFIO U50 
JAGGOfY 400 
6668 LMO 
JH.I965 1.200 

I JOG 8,500 
2177 JH Z400| 
JJ 8706 MOO 
843 JKP 900 
KM JMC 4.500) 
JS9383 1850 


846 KAB IjaOQ, 
KDL4S2 BOOj 
LAZ 7 2800 

(LAZY) 

LEO 30 Y 900 
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30 MW 5,000 
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UF4 4.000 
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HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


An effective way to keep me 
luggage area of your car in rop 
condition. A nurty hadwarmg 
OHf waterproof toner fating tfiat n 
wmpte to fit easy to remove sto 
takf away. Tata™* tor over £50 
Hatchback and estate raftdes. 
From unty £39-93 Inc VAT. 


Top quaBty wamproof front soot 
covers made from costed nyton 
fabric, easy to fit and remove. 
Available in 3 sizes to fit moot 
vehicles. Also tufty tailored sets 
available for most 4x4 vehidee. j 
From only £29.95 per pair inc j 
VAT. J 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

JMT : YILLSRCGK nD. WEST FLOAT INC ESTATE. StnKENHEAD 
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Mazda 



baa chocs sensible price* 
used MX range esc. 


FREEPHONE 
OSOO 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Selection In East 
Anglia. Buckingham Stanley 
C am bridge. 01223 

23225&W0002 


To advertise 
in this 

section please 
call the 
Motoring 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2338, 


Motor Services 


Did you Breakdown 
last year? 


Then save money with 
RESCUE 

AUTONATIONAL 

T!m» breakdown service 
wftk a 25% Bomi 

Cay Resets* frw £24 
Total Saparsanrica from £49.50 


LocaiCall Brochure Line 

— 0645 100 345 — 


Ta |aia ring 

0645 755 000 

Please send me a FREE brochure 

Fax:- 01277 200716 Anytime 

Name — 

Ad dirss 

Postcode: Phone; 

Expiry Dale of Current Covers _ 

Send to: Amooafiooal Resale, FREEPOST CL 266, 
Bmuwood, Essex CM14 4VTC 

TN5 
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No, it’s not just a necessary bit of plumbing. The radiator has burned- the 
gravitas of art and anybody who's anybody has got designs on their central 
heating system. By Rosalind Russell • ' ' 


R adiating style has rarely been 
a problem for the high- 
profile TV presenter 
Jonathan Ross. Or for 
comedian columnist Harry 
Enfield, or musician Peter 
Gabriel. Their suits, their wives and their 
homes all breathe class. Now, it seems, 
even their radiators radiate style. The 
fashionable trio are among those who 
have contributed to the annual £5Qm mar- 
ket in designer radiators. Long over- 
looked as a boring but necessary bit of 
plumbing, radiator design is now assum- 
ing the gravitas of art or sculpture. After 
all, when you've spent a fortune on a 
property - and the furnishings- why stick 
something conventional on the wall to 
clash with the Bratby? “The designer sec- 
tion of the market has grown tremen- 
dously,’' says Michael Mainstone of Essex 
based MHS Radiators. “Customers are 
looking for something better than a steel 
plate to look at” 

June and July are the busiest months 
for MHS as many customers have their 
boilers replaced at the same time as their 
old radiators. It specialises in cast-iron 
column radiators, supplying them pruned 
ready for painting. The Liberty, decorated 
with scrolled relief work, is popular with 
DIYers and developers renovating 
Edwardian or Victorian houses. It cer- 
tainly beats stripping generations of paint 
from a reclaimed original. The Liberty is 
also used by the National Trust in its his- 
toric houses. Where period detail is 
important. MHS also offers a polished 
brass valve with art deco flower styling. 

Ross, Enfield and Gabriel bought their 
designer radiators from Bisque, which 
recently launched the radical chic radiator 
Hot Spring designed by Paul Priestman. 
Design award winner Priestman began 
designing radiators with attitude while still 
a student at the Royal College of Ait. IBs 
Cactus radiator is exhibited in the Design 
Museum. The Hot Spring* which has a 
high-heat radiation, can be mounted 



riages - think The 49 Steps. The stacked 


Old school and Mackintosh-Inspired 
(right): two from Imperial Towel Rails 


almost anywhere in a room: either side of 
a window is popular, creating a curtain of 
warm air. 'The reaction has been fantas- 
tic,” says Priestman. “It seems to be very 
tactile, people just walk up and touch it.” 

The coil design is similar to the ring- 
binding of a notebook, but the stainless 
steel underside was inspired by the 
plumbing under a French rink. It must be 
the first time French plumbing has 


inspired anything other than exaspera- 
tion. The Hot Spring has just been 


tion. The Hot Spring has just been 
launched in New York, where the nickel- 
plated version has been bought by the bar- 
row load. Prices start at £350. 

Bisque radiators can be fitted along a 
skirting, curved into an alcove, installed 
as a dividing screen between two spaces, 
or bung on the wall as a sculpture. The 
new Flowform design is based on indus- 
trial heating elements, the kind that used 
to be hidden behind grilles in railway car- 


ing it the same advantages as a solid, old- 
fashioned block of steel, with none of the 

bulk. With a circumferencenot much big- 
ger than a ogarette packet, it can be run 
along a skirting, releasing wall space. 
Prices start at about £120 plus VAE 

There’s almosta Charles Rennie Mack- 
intosh element to the Corinthian column 
radiator, made by Imperial Tbwel Rails, 
•fill, slim and wall mounted, it looks like 
die back of a Mackintosh dining chair. The ^ 
chunkier versions are more likely to ^ 
remind anyone over 40 of school and wanh^ 
milk, but as school-conversion develop-' 
ments have blossomed, the design has 
come into its own. Prices begin at £350. 

As an investment, most estate agents 
would agree you’ll never make back what 
you pay for a designer radiator. But they 
will add to saleability, especially in a 
period property. 

London-based Radiating Style and its 
German manufacturers will even make a 
radiator that looks like a piece of art 
Until it became caught up in a copyright 
row. its heated aluminium cast of two dol- 
phins was a strong seller. That radiator’s 
future depends on a court hearing. Radi- 
ating Style also introduced the sun god 
radiator and a Stubbs Horse. 

“We can make anything you want, at a 
price," says the firm. “At the moment, 
we’re working on a new range of anim al 
shapes for children's bedrooms. They will 
include a Jungle Book- style elephant and 
a polar bear. But if anyone wants a 
grown-up elephant-shaped radiator, we 
can do that too." | 

It might seem excessive spending£l,000 
on a radiator when the gas bill is bad 
enough, but when did you last see a piece I 
of art that you could thy your socks on? f 








For stockists of MHS radiators, ring 01268 
591010: for Bisque 01225 469244; for 
Imperial 01543 571615; for Radiating Style 
0181-5779111 
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STICK LEY & KENT 


Kpccblfcis in Residential letiin^ and munagemeru in 
Camden, Regent's Park and Primrose HilL 


Regent’s Park Office 
0171 267 2053 
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ALDENHAM Snarl BaH hamM wfm 
good accsss Ml 6 M2& Lovingly 
restored hems. Last t*K 221 and 
bed 4 beds from EM 9.000 to 
C43SJJ0. TM 01923 650410 


E. ANGLIA Weekend tMreu. 
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vatu Island causeway access 
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PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


CREATE THE SPACE TO FIT 
THE SHAPE OF YOUR UFE 
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Overseas Property 


IN THE MIDST OF BUZZING CLERKENWELL 
WITH STUNNING VISTAS OF LONDON 


SHELL SPACES FROM 850 SQ FT TO 7280 SQ FT. 
PRICES START FROM £130.000. 
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WARNER LOFTS ON 0171 713 1544 
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Home, set and match 


Allowing a pitch 
invasion in your 
own house can 
be lucrative, 
says Meg Carter 

A s the hordes descend on Wimbledon 
for a fortnight of tennis, scores of 
locals are quitting their houses for 
a lucrative two-week vacation. The 
_ deal is simple: they move out and 
the tennis stars move in. taking over prime 
locations within yards of the tennis courts on 
short-term lets for up to £3,000 a week. 

This seasonal migration has become as 
much part of Wimbledon as Pimms, straw- 
berries and cream, but it's no longer limited 
to the tennis set. Estate agents and wily house- 
holders in locations near a growing "number 
of sports venues across the country "a re eager 
to cash in. 

In Henley, for example, those planning to 
attend next month’s regatta can take a local 
family home with garden and, if they’re lucky 
(and flush), their very own mooring, for £800 
a week. Fancy a spot of polo? Private houses 
around Midhurst for the Veuve Clicquot Gold 
Cup in July are are going for £2,000 a month 
if taken for the entire polo season, through 
local estate agents King and Chasemore. 

And it’s not just the poshest sports whose 
supporters are willing to pay to stay in local 
homes. Events like the British Open, for 
example,- can pose problems for golf fans 
when staged in a one hotel town like Sand- 
wich in Kent. Demand for privately rented 
properties was recently so great that weekly 
rents were pushed up to more than £3,000 for 
a family home. 

Short-term lets are also popular in Cowes 
on the Isle of Wight where a growing num- 
ber of local families move out each summer 
for £1,000 per week. “The level of interest has 
been phenomenal in the last couple of years, 
particular with 1997 being an Admiral Cup 
year,” says^Tim Rogers, owner of local estate 
agents Marvins. Two years ago, he rented out 
55 local homes for Cowes week; so far this 
year it's 80. • 

Marvins’ service is typical. “We personally 
inspect every property we register. Typically, 
each is a home for 50 weeks out of 52,” Mr 
Rogers explains. The company is responsible 
for letting each one, issuing a holiday lettings 



Captive market: SW19*s rentals soar in late June photograph allspokt 


contract requiring a 10 per cent deposit up 
front and fall payment eight weeks in advance. 
A bond is also required to cover any damages. 
An arrangement with BT is also in place to 
monitor faxes and phone calls made on 
homeowners’ telephone lines. 

Away from the more popular tourist des- 
tinations, few estate agents get directly 
involved in this type of short term deal “You’ll 
And most local estate agents deal only in short 
term lets of a minimum six months,” a 
spokesman for Henley-based Davis Tait 
explains. Shorter term lets are typically fixed 
up through the small ads sections of the local 
press, he continues, adding a note of caution: 
"We wouldn’t advise this as there will always 
be an clement of risk when letting to a 
stranger. You must consider who'll oversee 
things while you're away." 

It’s a fair point, although one questioned 
by homeowner David Smith, who let his fam- 
ily home in Sandwich to golf fans attending 
the British Open in 1993. Agents usually han- 
dle properties for a fee of around 12.5 per 
cent, he points out - one reason why he’d go 
solo next time round: “All they did was take 
a picture of the house and ‘sell’ it. Once you 


know what to look out for, it’s all pretty 
straightforward.” 

Mr Smith was approached by a local estate 
agent acting on behalf of a South African 
sportswear manufacturer which was bringing 
seven guests for the tournament “We moved 
out for nine days, taking our dothes but oth- 
erwise leaving 95 per cenr of our stuff in the 
house," he says. “Valuables were left in the 
safe.” 

The deal was that the golfing tenants 
would replace all food and drinks con- 
sumed from the Smiths' kitchen and pay for 
any breakages. There was just one - a bum 
mark left by a saucepan: they paid for the 
repair without quibble. “I have no reserva- 
tions and would not hesitate to do it again," 
he concludes. 

Even so, Mr Smith (not his real name) 
sounds a note of caution: Don’t forget the 
taxman. “We thought the money earned 
came within the tax-free limit," he explains. 
“We were going to declare it on my wife’s tax 
return ... but forgot." The estate agents were 
not so lax. They submitted full accounts to the 
Inland Revenue. Mr Smith was subsequently 
taxed in retrospect on the proceeds of his nine 


Hallowed turf 


- Ascot Largest properties, rented 
whfleGWners hoBdayabroad during 
the races, can go for up to £10,000 a 
month. 

Cowes, Isle ofWlght A six-bed- 
room family houseforsairmgtypos 
can cost from £1,000 to £2,000 for 
seven nights; smaller properties start 
at £550. 

Hentey-upon-Thames A modestly* 
sized family housevnthits own 
mooring for trie regatta costs from 
.£800 per week. 

Mjdhurst Polo types can pay 
£ 2,000 a month to rent prime local 
homes for the season.' 

Sandwich, Kent One home went 
for £3,300 a week to golfing devotees 
attending the British Open back in 
1993. 

Silverstone Local houses are regu- 
larly rented for the "week of the British 
Grand Prix. Prices from £500 a week. 


nights away from home - at 40 per cent 

An alternative route is to go through a local 
tourist office: many list homeowners willing 
to rent. This is a typical approach for cricket 
Fans unable (or unwilling) to book rooms in 
hotel accommodation around Hedingjy and 
Edgbaston. 

Event organisers are also worth approach- 
ing as many already have links with home- 
owners who house visiting sports players and 
their teams. At Silverstone, the local Brackiey 
tourist board has details of local properties for 
Grand Prix fans although spokeswoman Linda 
Anderson points out: “As yet, we've not had 
the right people to let them out to." 

With an event like next month’s British 
Grand Prix, most people want to come only 
for the weekend while most householders 
want to move out for the entire week, she 
explains. “Also, we often find people are put 
off by the prospect of having a team of 
mechanics, or rowdy fans, staying in their 
house." 

This is, perhaps, the most common concern. 
When London-based communications con- 
sultant David Longman was approached to 
rent his Leeds property to football fans for 
Euro ’96. he declined even though the move 
was made via an estate agent. “The money 
was good, but when it came to the crunch. I 
didn’t fancy the prospect of Bulgarian foot- 
ball fans spilling beer on the carpet," he 
explains. 

For those happier to take a gamble, how- 
ever, it’s a bet that could pay dividends. 


Three on view 

Hertfordshire 



Hadham Mill, a 
Grade U-Iisted 
house at Much 
Hadham. near 
Bishops Stonford. 
has nearly 13 acres 
of land and 
extensive equestrian 
facilities. It is a 
working farmhouse 
that was bought as a 
wreck and restored. 

The oldest part of 
the house is 17th- 
century. It has five 
main bedrooms, a 
self-contained fiat and a separate cottage. A walled Harden at the 
^ house leads to the mill stream. Offers in the region of 
£595.GU0 through Stnm & Parker (01727 840285). 

This five-bedroom. Longfellow-stvle house is one of 19 homes 
being built by Bamin at their Friers Gate development in Goffs 

Oak. The siie. an old 

garden nursery, is 
less than two miles 
from the M25, 
between Waltham 
Cross and Porters 
Bar. The detached 
houses are the 
biggest built by 
Barrett in 
Hertfordshire and 
only a few are still 
available. The 
Longfellow has three 
bathrooms, folly- 
fitted kitchen, utility 
rooms, gardens front and back and a double garage. Prices range 
between £329.995 and £39G,(XI0. Sales office: (01707 873532). 

The DelL a three-bedroom, timber-framed cottage on the 
outskirts of WheaLhampstead village was originally a pair of 
cottages built in the 
ISth century. The 
black 

weatherboarded 
house at Lower 
Gustard Wood has 
many exposed ceiling 
and wall beams, 
plank wood doors 
and an inglenook 
fireplace. It has a 
53ft garden to the 
rear and its own 
commoniand in the 
front 

Wheath amps lead 
has two primary schools and there are bus services to Harpenden, 
St Albans and Welwyn Garden City. The asking price is £180.000 
through Black Horse Agencies Stimpsons (01582 83241 1 V 

Fenny Jackson 
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JOIN CINEUNK 

Socialise around 
Clncma/Arts events in 
ecntnl London 
Tefc 0162 S00 4S22 
orsendSAEto 
138 Lonbhlp Road 
London N16 OQL 
tiff i.a.a.i 
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LONDON SCOTLAND NORTHWEST NORTHEAST 

0171 629 6979 0131 556 5655 01625 552800 019] 261 2224 
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0113 MS 8757 09901*3078 01225855514 01522591200 



THE DINNEH CLUB (Eat. Hej.Tha 
nattooa only coumjywfda Ohilng 
dub lor unaUadMKl proten- 
sJwiaVbuMnaaa people noad 
284.. Tab 101244) 350537. EUbh 
naan oppnrtimlOea also auaOnUi 
(01244) E4BB10. 

-THIS PICTURE DATING IDEA IS 
briOantr CepM Redo 0171 839 
8884 {anytime). Eat 1890. ABM 

SELECT COMPANIONS. 24 how 
Morion: 01B1 77B 5080 

ACROSS THE GREAT Dhride. The 
Imonaenenrilonal doUnfl agency: 
SAB PO Boa 140. Leeds. LSD 
3TN 

RERV YET FEMININE . sponta- 
nnous but loyal, ends. aflm. Myri- 
Ish My SEEKS Bit. articulate, 
woB- travelled, successful, 30 +, 
genuemeti wnh Mtegatty. Baa No 
12288 

COUNTRY BOX CITY daslQner, 
creative, cocrtortable, 52, probe- 
Uy InU dam handsome, neafts 
bright etiaerlul Lady srith style, 
modem t*Me and Ideas lor gar- 
dsn. E. AngMa. Ban Mo 1 2291 

DOMINANT SUCCESSFUL unpo» 
uslve man SB seeks strong 
unsubmissive Imeiagent aware 
woman itn'i alter ego prefers a 
restraining Mluence protective 
MpMssvufnsnbNtynl loving 
tandsmeae. Bm No h 2283 

ARTS TRAVEL FOOO ale. Caring M 
WLT1I I ve F 49-55 

. Cambrtdge/Beyorul. Box No 


HARDY PERENNIAL (M), 50, nol 
pR pone w seed, saeka cheerful 
r 10 colow shared walks, 
evenings IrVEMA & other good 
tttinss. uMKara borders. Box No 

12299 

ATTRACTIVE WOUAN BRIGHTON 
55 dtWMad bri Mi wttm kind HD 
M with 08 OH 55-50. Box No 

12300 

AFFABLE, ATTRACTIVE. INTELLI- 
GENT working woman wtth many 
Wanitti would Bka to meet Man 
(55^5) tar Mendritip & sodaUs- 
kig. South East. Box No 12301 

ns AND IS noL' (discuss?) 
Woman, 46. sensitive, QSOH, for 
many years studying eastern/ 
western mysticism eg Insyai 
Khan, deCwasade, Hum), 
amongst others, seeks genulna 
man or woman Mend. sNo dedF 
eated to pursuing rimHar paths. 
Box No 12302 

NORTH WEST MALE Seeks petite 
My 35-45 with pretty undo + 
(padding eyes Kids a bonus. I’m 
sporty solvent romantic + mod- 
est. lenjoy trod mbs country- 
side + tun. Photo plsase. Box No 
1:2303 

GKV GUY SEEKS Mutmata. Uk 52 
■vely, ensrgetic. genuine, enjoys 
cinema, theatre, ckiDs. Tout 35- 
45. non smoker. S9«e, Uustwar- 
Bry, WcrDtUng, GSOH vs: Iriond- 
ritip, lun, i-9-i. Devon. Bex No I: 
2304 

HANTS PSYCHOLOGIST SO witty 
warm wacky rooks prof M souL 
mate far ran SO yra. Bax Mo I: 


INDEPENDENT HEARTS 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

o nhriao fln dvertisemeni in Ibc Independent Hearts section of The Independent und the Independent on Sunday you will 
By placing an ad immediately be in contact with over 1.46 million readers * 

_ f . • ^vertisement. published in the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend" Md Sunday "Real Ufa" sections 

Tfc ^’ s %X^S Suding V.A-T. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No 0). 

,S jUSl * ' Cimnlv unite vour afh'ertisemeni in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N B ^ character is a tetter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 

,11111(1111111 I M M I IN I II 1 LI Name:.—..... 

LL-M- ! Mil ! i imi i i 1 1 i i i i i-LLLU 
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i. Postcode: 


11111 I -U Telephone rduytime,:. 

S iSI ,a, ure : 

□ Dinersaub Card expky date: 0arihlo l— I II LI t_l I M I M 1 T 

Send nil aih-efliscmenik ta- 


Pubhihmf Nr ur dehu mt: 


□ Access □ Visa D Amex 

t ( 9 th Floor 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London EI 4 SDL - Telephone: 0171 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 2505 
Independent Hearts: The Independent ^ ^ „ IBlirict 0 rr mkume on the above tekphtme numKr. *xrs On va . Mar v? 

Thi* offer U only open to prton* "J™wns ^ 
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TRYST BANATKJNWaie 
WIROOUCTION BUREAU 
ESTAOUSHED TOItOVtH 8 
YEARS. FOR SUCCESSFUL. 
WTELUGENT AND SOCIALLY 
ACCEPTABLE SINGLE PEOPLE. 

ARE T tXUOO XgJG FOR A 
TRULY PEHSOMAL SERVICE 

MTH SOME OLD FASHIONED 

VWTUES AND urTEGRTTY; 
AND FEES THAT ARE WTTWN 
REASON? 

TEL. HELEN SPAM, 

01 B68 7Q8S54 
ANYTWE. AMVDW. 
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SOCIABLE. EDUCATED, OPTT- 
IOST prot M (S2) onfoyx cowmy. 
tho*un>. wb 5 orehlMctibjra. 
WLTU dm, culurad, cramfcm F In 
har W» Wtftafxfc bawd. Box No 
12282 

LITERARY WOMAN. VERY rntroc 
DuU dhwroad funny 40 aseksshn- 
fowMan. Photo ptoasw. Box t 
2278 

MALE 35 WIDOWED Maks warm, 
affectionate, bright famaia imdor 
4a Tm aacysoina. procticaL 
big, craKhm, GSOH Photo app. 
Kant/SJE. Box No 12283 

CONSIDERATE MALE 62 gaoh. 
Into outdoor*, arts, aka Dander 
mate F. 3B-4B for fun. roma ma 
h tang tann tlatvSp. 
Cunbria/ljanctL'N.Ybrfca. ALA. 
Box No 1:2280 

ATRRACT. PROF. F. {pad. 40 aoP 
vant, enfoya homeWe, thaana, Bl- 
emtura, tannla, nxrric OU study 
mt mun U y xl de. WITH articulate 
pro,. M. 38-45 of aacura, mtura 
charac te r. almBan dl ff a rant Inter- 
ests QSOH to share long term 
ratal. Ota kwa tarntty and/or who- 
ever Me brings heroic quaUM 
uaafm but not aasanUD. Photo 
appro. London. mtWKaM. S.E, 
Bar No 12268 

WEST YORKS GENUINE xtngte M 
40 wttty flood company aafoys 
food wtratibn tnowtsa ek aifaF 
30-45 tar taugha. Box No 12281 

ANGUS DEAYTON OUta sought 
by tad. florgaous woman, late 
30-SI kind. Only, bnhnght, qutak- 
wltted. Uy muraata.- Hi wUdng, 
music, faod. latin dancing. Please 
IneL Phone No. Box No l: 2284 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
'respondents will receive aj 
reply when answering 
advertisements on ilia 
page, although we hope 
thaws a mauer of 
courtesy they wilL 

When making contact 
with people Tor the first 
time it is -advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and tel a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

Wc would advise readers 
und advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


CREATIVE WOUAN BUM, Wf. 
funny. 42 wton man of passion, 
wft & principle lor mutual 
a n chantmant — A cartng ralsflon- 
step. Photo ptoasa. London. Box 
No 12253 
EDUCATED RITA WU1I gsnttaman 
who don not prater biondas tar 
fun and fafandririp- GSOH 40s 
tntarasftng/InterotiBd onjoyfng 
bast of NW country and cby Ute. 
Box No 12285 
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y . me. live 12-1 action 
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M COMMANDING SELFI 

by 

/DRIES SHAH 

Published J5ih May C&85 pWi 

OCTAGON PRESS LTD 

Read Doris Lessing's 
review and 
hrowse through the 
hook on our website 

hnp- '.n-an.- A-tHInfa iM mocLym 


GOO SATKYA SAIBABA ta India 
aame Jaaua Buddha Uattaya 
CtirtaL Apotaolu. Com u Lon- 
don as pramhead. Wholo wnrM 
yoor iBriy wQBttetetL WUt Loin. 
HtsIMMya. 


QUIET KIND PROFESSIONAL 
mate mo tom, current aftem. 

sand dMng 

'UkBanda. Radio 4 9c- 
tanar to stare Ida's pleasures. 
BaxNotzzar 

LOtS LANE SEEKS 007, advartim- 
ota, aoracthm, and aariy thfeitaa 
wta aqfoya red nfera^ real ate and 
•pofltanefty. A Jama Bond lor 
4am wales In Qraanwfcfi Park. 
Box No 1:2278 

I BERKSISURflEV CMB8T1AM proL 
Kan, 39, wtai lady arita gaol 

« Mot 2907 


Newspaper Publishing pic 

requests that 

Commarc ia l Organteatk3/» 
do not send material 
to our 
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- ON LINE - 

0891708057 
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Announcements 


Tin-’ tr-si rth di.'t'.'- :u> 
belong to man, 
man belong;- to 
the earth." 

Chief Seal tie, 1?.‘l 
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To advertise in this section 
please call Lorraine Turner 
on 0171 293 2347. 
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Instructions : 

feed weedkiller 
observe 
repeat .... 


A rubber hou was pushed down the 
throats of beagle puppies and they 
were force fed the weedkHler, 
ethofumesate In ■ UK laboratory. 

But this weedkiller had already been 
tested on animals and has been on the 
market for twenty years. 

Mease help the National 
Anti- Vivisection Society stop animal 
experiments. Wa are calling for 
freado m of Information and the right to 
opposo experiments before they take 
place. Help us today. 


Q Please send me a FREE information pack 

Q I enclose a donation to help the woik of the 
National Anti-Viviseaion 

Q£10 G £15 G£20 Other 

Please make cheques or postal 
NAVS. 

Nanus. 

Address 




National Anti-Vt 

261 Goldhawk Road, Lo&fon W 12 
1 W. 0181 846 8777 Ru£ 0181 846 

- ■■ 
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Could you 
save over £200 
with Au? 


• *• v 

Au Gold 

MasterCard 

N/l .9.9%- 

■ -tot ate# . 
.• -e*arf -j»Mt 

N/A 

Barclays 
standard Visa 

£10 

21.4% 

£205.60 

NatWest 
standard Visa 

£12 

20 . 8 % 

£195.00 

Midland 

standard MasterCard 

£12 

20 . 6 % 

£192.00 

Goldfish 

MasterCard 

Nil . 

18.9% 

£157.20 


isssagM 

■ONCtttK: 

. v* 



APR 

•rate 


Are you paying too much for your credit card? Vbu could pay 
a lot less in interest with Au.-a new kind of Cold MasterCard. 
Interested? Call us today. 

Au, Not everyone gets it. 

Will you? 


Au 


Call free on 0800 000 197 

Quo*l- Ref. to ? 6 
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AJPuan*tc IV* teM APRs rreii** !W «nu» le» vrfipre ***ed n* Au ord uxmoe naM 
*** ft dooi me rates km d> omer atr Then ttandari raut anl ecu# amr tfwt B*m 
speoai offers AFtedie cusedona □*« Mtoff 5.S00 

5® r - j"fc«wP* n«rit m Oder ■,«. a an tor tW.Auj.wna snM APR *M6sr. 
afldata*«e«n*Bfcrunjof I J «» fed APR fc, «* fc* 1 3 iwnhi aid re> anrxrt ire .1 v» 00 
not ouakiy ta 0 <e v»vh rare cam 

R8S Caidi Umttad. Regtstcred Oflte V2 Si Andrew Sqora. EdHxnh EH3 3YE. 
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The birds and the bees 
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W hat can investor-collectors of mod- 
est means learn from Donald 
Heaid, world-renowned New York 
dealer in antiquarian natural his- 
tory books, who spent over $lm at this month's 
sensational sell-out sale of a botanical library 
at Christie's New York? He was in chipper 
mood when I spoke to him shortly before he 
flew to London for book week - book auctions 
and the annual Antiquarian Book Fair at 
Grosvenor House, next Thursday to Saturday. 

The New York auction has boosted the for- 
tunes of natural history books, those big, sump- 
tuously illustrated, usually hand-coloured vol- 
umes of birds and flowers that have been the 
pride of gentlemen's libraries from the 16th 
Century to this day. They have already acquired 
an international appeal, transcending language. 

In this country in the past year, auction prices 
for such books have risen 10 to 20 per cent, after 
edging up fora decade. Prices respond to surges 
in the housing market: rich old couples who 
judge it a good time to sell their echoing manse 
and move to a cottage often simultaneously 
auction their bulky antiquarian books along 
with the surplus furniture and silver. That stim- 
ulates the book market 
Although house prices slumped in the 1990s. 
prices for natural history books, especially 
sought-after classics such as John Gould's 77re 
Birds of Great Britain (1873), have shown a 
ratchet-like resilience, creaking upwards by half 
a per cent or so a year. Now, house prices are 
surging again. Which is good news for books. 

What tips, then, from the ebullient Mr 
Heald’s spending spree? The answer is: a lot 
and a little. Prices need careful study and con- 
dition is crucial - but taste-wise the choices are 
not difficult. The more beautiful the flowers, 
the more beautiful the price. 

Where’s the heat? 1 asked him. He instanced 
his purchase In New York, for 1189,500, of a 
sumptuous first edition of Pierre-Jbseph Red- 
out's three-volume folio-sized book of roses, 
with 169 colour plates, published 1817-1824. 

It was estimated $60,000-$SO,000. “But,’’ he 
said, “these were the most beautiful books in 
the sale - 1 know I'm safe with them. 

"Fashions may change in other fields - for 
example, short dresses may go in and out of 
fashion - but a rose is a rose. And Redout's 
pictures of roses are the most stunning by any 
artist in any century. Never mind the more tech- 


Collect to invest: John Windsor looks at the 
market for illustrated natural history books 
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Natural classics: John Gould’s The Birds of Great Britain could fetch up to £35,000 


You might expect bidders to have used 
those prices as a marker. But this is obviously 
not a perfect market. Mr Heaid snapped up 
what he considers to be the most beautiful 
botanical book by Baron Nikolaus Joseph 
Jacquin, published 1797-1804, for S145.500, 
which he estimates is about $5,000 less than it 
fetched in 1987. Although estimated $80,000- 
$ 100,000 this month, he had expected bidding 
to reach $250,000. “At the risk of gloating,” he 
said, “I must say 1 couldn’t believe my luck. 

So don’t let the bugs bite - nobody wanted 
Audouin’s Histoirc des Insectes Noisibles a la 
Vigne of 1842 at Phillips’ London auction this 
month, even at £300-£500 - and go for big, 
fleshy, colourful flowers. 


nical, less beautiful drawings - for example, a 
close-up of the underside of a leaf that some 
bug finds appetising. 

"It is its intemationality that gives this mar- 
ket its strength. These botanical books have the 
same appeal for anybody of any nationality who 
is capable of walking into a garden, feeling a 
glow, and saying, 'What beautiful roses, what 
beautiful camelias!' 

“If the economy goes off the boil in one 
country, then beautiful roses such as Redoutd’s 
can travel for sale elsewhere." 

The lots in New York had last been sold, 
together, at a famous Sotheby’s auction in Lon- 
don in 1987 - so their most recent prices could 
be gleaned from the price list of a single sale. 


ouides arc nawson, ana /unwnvB 

fished to B ^/(mshingfoo)-.The former 

Book Prices Current K ^ pnceS ^ not 

has sufferedsorne d i rf Ihjsye3r 

be published until ecJdnt; ^ Thomas 

Example of ^^ygaSening hook with 60 
Hale’s fife* * 1 f ' i ed m uncoloured state 
engraved Jj l99 2 and £4,140 a year 

f 1,955 and £-^->0 rt H-«ilour at least doubles 
aga at Pi^SJSSi it worth paying 
the value, so so ^°- 00 _£5 500 estimate) for a 
£7,S20 ^ phiJlips this month, 

goodisbenfourfti ^ndon on Wednesday 
Also at hand-made botanical 

{ 1030am): two vv . atep: olours of ferns, 

books, one with . d ^weed, charm- 

one with specun 1 amateur biology: 

ingm ^^£6^and£500-£800 . 

estimates £4.0tK^tP. . r Crcal Britain: 

*£So.<m-x5m 

f^onharas. Tuesday (ortfe 

If you do notfmqM die bea^fa 

sensational: ,. «d hold ^ _ 

sssZs 

at £ 900 - £ 1300 . A copy sold in New rore m 
’’orgettefeiforwhat the London^ 

describes as “hot, sexy titles : Gold, Sport and 
Coffee Planting in Mysore. 1894, with vignettes - 
of a lion and a coffee plant. Excitement, 
avarice and a biology lesson, all for £29*. . 

The Antiquarian Book Fair. GrosvenoT House, 
Park Lane, London WL Preview night Thursday 
(5pm-9pm) entry £15 including catalogue Fri- 
da* ( llam-7pm ) and Saturday \llam-6pm ) 
entry £5, catalogue £3. Antiquarian Booksellers 
.Association (0171 -439 31 IS). 
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A little 


more time 

a lot 

more return 


The Bristol S West 

Year Plus 
Bond 

7 . 05 °/ 

GROSS’PA 

FIXED RATE 


STRICTLY LIMITED OFFER 
MINIMUM EALANCE £1.000 


ANNUAL 1 NT ERE5T 


It’s about time 


If you're looking for that extra interest and are thinking of investing £1,000 or more you 
couldn't pick a better time than now. 

The Bristol & West is offering a Year Plus Bond that matures on 15th October 1998 at 
a stunning 7.05% gross p.a. But the offer is limited to a strictly first come, first served basis. 
By investing your money for a few months more, the interest rate we pay is much higher than 
you would expect on a one year bond. Compare us with some of our competitors. 





£1.000 

TO 

£1,000.000 

7.05% 

5.64% 


MONTHLY INTEREST 




£1.000 

TO 

£1.000.000 

6.83% 

5.46% 


If you are aa existing Qualifying Investing 
Member of the Society, 
please complete Section A of this coupon. 
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Bristol & West 

Year Plus Bono 

•Mmi 1U SdMABMt IW8. 

7 . 05 % 

... ... 

7 . 05 % 

7 . 05 % 

7 . 05 % 

Halifax 

] Year Guaranteed Reserve 

N/A 

6.50% 

6.70% 

6.70% 

Midland 

High Interest Deposit Bond account 

N/A 

6.00% 

6.00% 

6.00% 

Abaev National 

1 Year Fixed Option Bond 

N/A 

6.35% 

6-55% 

6.65% 

Barclav Fixed Rate 

Savings Bond 1 Year 

N/A 

6.40% 

6.40% 

6.40% 


□ My our account number is: 


J L 


Q I we would lifce to open 3 Year Plus 
Bond and enclose a personal cheque for 

£ (minimum balance £1.0001. 

I I I we would like my.'aur inleresl paid. 
Monthly: Q On maturity: D 
n Ploase send me 'us more information on 
the Yea: Plus Bond 


If you are not an existing Member of the 
Society, please complete Section B. 


Sourer Blow Marry Moyxrr MonrrtKU o* Of itoot-fr 


So, if you want that bit more from your investment, call in at your local branch, 
phone free on 0800 20 21 21 for details, or complete the coupon now and enclose it with 
your cheque. 

For an Application Pack, call in at your local Bristol & West branch or telephone free 

0800 20 21 21 

24 Hours a bay, 7 bays a week. Quote Rcr; H2106. 


BRISTOL 
& WEST 


BRISTOL &■ WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 
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Dl’M would like la open a Year Plus 
Bond and enclose a personal cheque for 

{ (minimum balance £1.000). 

□ l.«e would like my/out interest paid: 
Monthly: □ On maturity-. O 
n Please send me; us mote Intoimalion on 
Ihe Year Plus Bond. 
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Get ready for an upset 



Brian Tora 


Corporation tax 
changes could 
be on the way. 
Don't imagine 
this doesn’t 
concern you 


C ity commentators are 
ro be pitied. Really. 
We live in a no-win 
world. Tell people a 
share like Norwich Union i.s 
likely to open at a healthy 
85p premium over the 
application price for 
members cute enough to 
borrow from their banks and 
add to the discomfiture of 
the institutions, and we are 
accused of hyping the 
market. Watch the shares 
plummet soon afterwards, 
and your audience is full of 
“I told you so" expressions. 
Well, they did plummet. In 
this case it really was not our 
fault. Honest! 

Last weekend, on Ihe eve 
of the Norwich Union debut, 
we City commentators were 
pretty evenly divided. On the 
one hand you had those who 
felt the whole circus was 
running far too fast. Sell on 
receipt i »f your cert i tica t e 
was the advice. Strange!) the 
more moderate voices came 
from those who were 
recommending hanging on. 
Abbey National was referred 
to more than once as an 
example of what these 
demutualised businesses can 
deliver lo shareholders if you 
have patience. 

As it happens. Norwich 
Union had a stormy 
admission to stock "market 
listing. Yet the peaks and 
troughs had far less to do 
with perceived value for 
Britain’s third-Iargest life 
assurer than worries over the 
Budget. And in particular 
that old hctc noire of the 
investment management 
industry, advance 
corporation tax [ ACT). 

Time for a Tora tax teach- 
in. Advance corporation tax. 


as I have said before, is one 
of those strange taxes where 
the more it is cut, the more 
the Treasury gains. It is the 
system whereby companies 
pay the tax due on the 
dividends they declare on 
behalf of their shareholders. 
For the bulk of us this 
means that either no 
additional tax is payable, or 
we simply suffer the 
difference between the 
present 20 per cent rate and 
ihe 40 per cent top rate of 
tax. 

For pension funds, 
charities and personal equity 
plans, the situation is 
somewhat different. As this 
tax is deemed to be paid on 
behalf of these investors, a 
tax-exempt fund is now able 
Vo reclaim the tax paid and 
thus "gross up" the value of 
the dividend they receive. 

What difference does this 
make to ihe average 
investor? Quite a iot 
actually. If might affect you 
as u PEP holder, a member 
of a pension scheme or even 
as a straightforward investor 
in UK shares. The 
consequences of cutting, or 
perhaps even eliminating, 
ACT are enormous. 

The biggest single group of 
investors in the UK are the 
pension funds. Thev 
currently account for more 
than a third of all the shares 
owned in the UK market 
When you add m that PEPs. 
charities and other non-tax- 
paying funds, you arrive at 
around 40 per cent of all 
Bnush shares - double the 
amount held directly by 
iroestnrs. Many of 
these holders of domestic 
equities rely upon the 
dividend stream to meet their 
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obligations or to provide an 
appropriate return to fund 
their activities. 

Take pension funds, for 
example. Actuaries calculate 
how much return is needed 
to meet the liabilities of the 
fund. A part of this expected 
return will be from the tax 
credit on dividends. Restrict 
that flow of money and you 
could see companies needing 
to compensate by topping up 
their pension funds out of . 
corporate profits. Now that 
could influence how shares 
are rated. 

Nobody really knows what 
the real effect would be to 
pension funds of the 
elimination of ACT 
Guesstimates range around 
2-3 per cent of their total 
return. It may not sound 
much, but it is probably a 
sixth or so of the average 
total return each year. 

Replacing that could be a 
problem. It will almost 
certainly mean lower prices 
for shares in the short term ; 7 - 

It could also have an effect 
on how pension fond assets 
are deployed. Much debate . 
continues over how much 
should be committed to gftts 
as opposed to equities. A " ' 
lower level of ACT will make 
gilts that much more 
attractive, so perhaps the 
swach in asset allocation will 
be accelerated. 

Pension funds are are not , 
the only part of the investillg 
universe that will feel the 
impact. Charities will have 
less money to spend. PEPs . 
will grow at a slower rate 

than hitherto. 

S°> when the Chancetior .. 
announces a change to&C£ 
ao not think that this is a tax 
change that has no relevance 
on you. It wiU affect how big 
players in the market 
allocate their funds. It will; . 
influence the flow of money 
wfo the stock market Most . 

important it will mean; an - 

immediate downgrading of - 
equities against other types . 
of investment Snap Budgets 

are usually not good for foe 
market Next July could he ' 
no exeepti on 

Brian Tom is chamrnnetf the 
yjrag Middleton investment 
strategy committee and can be 
contacted on (Jj 71-655 4000. 
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Counting 

the cost 
of the kids 


Thinking of starting a family? 
Rachel Fixsen weighs up 
the financial implications 


T here I was, totting up how far my 
toddler’s day nursery fees eat into 
my earnings, when a small kick 
inside my pregnant tummy 
reminded me this will soon cost twice as 
much. Whatever it is that makes people 
want to have children, it certainly isn’t a 
desire to get rich. Not that money stops 
anyone embarking on the thrills and 
spills of parenthood, but what just what 
is the damage likely to be? 

An oft-cited cost of having children is 
the price of prams, cots, clothes and other 
baby equipment you buy for the first year. 
Retailer Mothercare estimates this at 
£933 for the average child in the UK, not 
including all the clothes and nappies. 1 
spent about £1,200 on the gear, but you 
can easily halve this by getting good sec- 
ond-hand items. 

One of the biggest dents to your 
finances is the loss, or partial loss, of one 
parent’s salary during the pre-school 
years. If both halves of a couple have 
stable jobs, it is easy to assume that if they 
have children the mother will simply 
return to work full-time after a few 
months’ maternity leave. 

But for most people, having children 
turns out to be a much greater adjustment 
than they thought Priorities often change, 
and some parents decide their old work 
patterns are jus not conducive to life with 


a baby. They may believe the child is 
better off with more parental contact, or 
simply find that the logistics of dealing 
with a snail child, childcare arrangements 
and two full-time jobs make life intoler- 
ably hectic. 

In 1988, as many as 46 per cent of 
women did not return to their jobs after 
maternity leave. The Policy Studies Insti- 
tute is about to publish the latest study, 
which is likely to show a considerable fall 
in the number of non-returners. More 
women now work, and current laws give 
more women the right to keep their jobs. 

Philippa Gee, of independent financial 
advisers Gee & Co in Shrewsbury, says a 
lot of the parents she deals with had ini- 
tially agreed that the mother would return 
to work. However, later on they find she 
really does not want to, although the 
financial situation demands it 

“Whether there are children there or 
not, losing a job is critically important,” 
Miss Gee says. 

If both parents work, you will have to 
pay for childcare unless a friend or rela- 
tive looks after your baby. Depending 
whether you choose a childminder, day 
nursery or have a qualified nanny, this 
could cost anything between £50 and £260 
a week full-time, according to the Day- 
care Trust 

You may find it feasible financially for 



both parents to work full-time when you 
have one child, but the arrival of a sec- 
ond child may change this. 

In many ways two children give you the 
benefit of economies of scale, though 
childcare and private education costs 
double, says Miss Gee. “It's a fine balance 
anyway with one child [whether both par- 
ents should work], but when there are 
two, it often swings the balance,” she says. 

Losing one salary, even temporarily, 
can be a heavy blow when as a childless 
couple you saddled yourselves with a 
mortgage based on two salaries. For the 
far-sighted, one of the new flexible mort- 
gages on offer might see you through 
sticky patch. 

The Balk of Scotland offers a variable- 
rate mortgage which allows you to sus- 


pend payments for up to six months. 
“There’s nothing wrong with these, but 
you won’t get such a good deal on the 
interest rate.” Miss Gee says. Fixed-rate 
mortgages are a good idea for anyone 
planning to have a family, she adds. Sim- 
ply knowing what your costs are going to 
be is invaluable. 

You may think you’ll be out of the 
woods, as far as childcare costs are con- 
cerned, when your children start school. 
After all, if they are in state education, this 
will be free. But school holidays take up 
about 13 weeks a year, while the average 
working parent is only entitled to four- 
weeks’ holiday. Also, school hours are 
much shorter than the working day, even 
without travel time. 

After-school clubs, which cost £15-£3D 


per week, and holiday play schemes cost- 
ing £50-£80 per week fill the gap between 
school and work hours. 

If you favour state schools and are plan- 
ning to move house, it is worth consider- 
ing which school catchment area you 
move to. Being in the catchment area of 
a school with a good reputation bumps up 
a house’s price, but this premium may be 
small fry compared to private school 
fees. 

Private school fees for day pupils aver- 
age £1,533 per term, according to the 
Independent Schools Information 
Service. 

The costs go on. Gotbes, toys, food, 
outings, buying a bigger house - and don't 
forget pocket money. Children now get 
an average of £233 a week in pocket 


money, according to the Wall's pocket 
money monitor. 

Just when your young are flying the nest 
comes the expense of higher education. 
The state may hardly chip in at all in 18 
years' time. One child at university can 
cost between £6,000 and £7,000 a year. 

That glint in your eye may positively 
dull as you ponder on the bills of par- 
enthood. But the real financial impact of 
having children is much lighter than it 
appears. 

To some extent spending simply shifts 
rather than expanding. Your whole 
lifestyle changes with children, and you no 
longer have the time or need for many of 
your past extravagant habits. After all, 
how much fun is a shopping spree with 
two small children in tow? 


• i- i 








- ' :V 


- V 


- - £ ^7 



- 


■« * 


.'^aW 


,-j 1 - * 


- ,i! 




No need for such high 



in the Ci 







I t has been a bad week in the stock 
market, with the Footsie index of 
big company shares dropping by 
around 150 points, or around 3 
per cent, in four days. Although it is 
always dangerous to ascribe motives 
to the market, as if it were a single, 
living entity rather than a collection 
of buyers and sellers all with different 
agendas, there seems little doubt 
about what has been the major factor 
behind the felL This is anxiety about 
how for Gordon Brown will go in his 
first Budget next month to change the 
taxation treatment of dividends, and in 
particular, "what he proposes to do 
about the system of advance 
corporation tax (ACT). 

The technicalities of how ACT works 
as for as dividends are concerned is, as 
even one of the Financial Tones’ most 
distinguished economics commentators 
pointed out tins week, a subject so 
complicated that it can be dismissed as 
incomprehensible to the vast majority 
of the public. Fortunately, it is not 
necessary to rehearse all the 
technicalities of the so-called 
imputation system of dividend taxation 
in order to understand what the 
underlying issues are and how, on the 
surface at least, they might affect the 
stock market 



Jonathan Davis 


The Chancellor said he 
would encourage 
investment. This won’t 
happen if he tinkers 
with the dividend 
taxation system 


The temptation for Mr Brown to 
look at the tax treatment o€ dividends 
was one which he was likely to find 
difficult to resist if Labour won the 
election. The pension funds and other 
tax-exempt investment institutions 
which will suffer most from any change 
are relatively easy political targets for 
any Chancellor looking to raise extra . 
cash to fill a bole in the Budget books: 

Mr Brown has two options as for as 
foe treatment of ACT cm dividends is 
concerned. One is to reduce the level of 
the tax credit which investors receive on 
dividends. The current rate is 20 per 
cent The second option is to phase exit, 
or remove altogether, the tax credit on 
dividends for pension funds and other 
institutions which are exempt from 


paying tax on their investments. Both 
options could affect investors with PEPs. 

It is foe second option which, so the 
FT reported on Monday this week, the 
Treasury is considering for the Budget. 
Curiously, the day this report appeared, 
the market fell only veiy slightly. It was 
only on TUesday that foe Gty started to 
take the issue more seriously. 

The National Association of Pension 
Funds (NAFF) and other lobby groups 
have been lobbying hard for weeks to 
try and forestall any change in the tax- 
exempt status of pension funds, but the 
FT made the point that if foe stock 
market foiled to react adversely to the 
leaked news that foe tax credit might be 
abolished, it would encourage Mr 
Brown to believe he could introduce 


such a move with impunity. Last week’s 
fall in foe market should at least, so the 
optimists argue, prevent the “impunity” 
argument carrying much force. 

With all this manoeuvring going on, it 
is easy to lose sight of the essence of the 
matter. What would be the effects of 
ending foe tax credit? The short answer 
is that it would cut the gross income 
which tax-exempt investment institutions 
receive by £5bn a year. Not only would 
this reduce the demand for shares, but it 
could also affect the value which 
investors place on their equity holdings. 

Since UK investors have always put a 
high emphasis on their income from 
dividends in choosing shares, the 
implication is that removing the tax 
credit would send share prices foiling, 
by anything between 5 per cent and 15 
per cent. Some of this will have been 
discounted already by the market, but it 
would certainly imply a further drop in 
share prices after foe Budget. 

Cutting the rate at which the tax 
credit is set has a slightly different 
direct effect from eliminating iL Don’t 
ask in detail why, but it has the effect of 
reducing company cash flow and raising 
foe effective rate of corporation tax 
that companies pay. As this dearly 
affects company profitability, it will also 
have an adverse affect on the stock 


market, since companies will be 
generating less profit than before. But 
the effect would be less marked than 
cutting the tax credit 

The problem Mr Brown has is that 
while he would like to raise some extra 
cash, the effects of grabbing it through 
tinkering with the dividend taxation 
system are such that they make a 
mockery of another of Jus declared 
intentions, which is to encourage 
companies to invest more. Fashionable 
left-of-centre opinion has it that one of 
the main reasons for the alleged lack of 
investment by UK companies is the 
short-tennist attitude of the big Gty 
investment institutions, which is 
reflected in the preference for 
dividends over capital growth. 

Even if you accept this diagnosis, the 
problem is that it is hard to see how 
taking a big chunk out of the cash flow of 
companies or pension funds will help to 
encourage more long-term investment by 
the corporate sector. Cutting corporate 
cash flow will raise the cost of capital for 
most firms, and hitting the pension funds 
may merely force companies to have to 
make even bigger contributions to their 
own pension funds to keep them fully 
funded. 

Hence foe feeling among some 
analysts in the City last week that, if Mr 


Brown is serious about encouraging 
more investment, he is unlikely to want 
to raise the overall tax take on 
companies. Any change in the ACT 
regime which has that effect, for 
example reducing the tax credit, would 
have to be balanced by other moves on 
the corporate tax front. Mr Brown 
could cut the rate of corporation tax 
itself or increase capital allowances. 

Conclusion, on this line of thinking: 
the stock market should not be worrying 
so much, although anything which makes 
dividends less attractive is likely to hit 
shares with high dividend yields more 
than those with low yields. The pension 
funds and their tax-exempt status could 
still, however, be a legitimate target on 
political grounds. Nobody knows bow the 
pension funds would react if their tax 
privileges were removed. 

Chances are the effects would be less 
dramatic than the lobbyists have claimed, 
but some adverse effect on market 
sentiment seems inevitable. WZU Mr 
Brown go for long-term structural 
reform or the quick revenue fix? The one 
certain conclusion is that, whatever 
happens to dividend taxation, it will give 
us a due about the balance of rhetoric 
and sincerity in Mr Brown’s grand 
aspirations. But some adverse market 
reaction seems more than justified. 
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Nic Cicutti on 
US stocks 
with potential 


T he dream of ev^iy . 
investor is to come in 

to a buying 

opportunity when the 

market is at its fewest, with 
the aim of riding it until it 

reaches its peak, before 

selling out. One area where a 
correction is regularly 
predicted is the US stock 
market There the seemingly 
never-ending upward 
movement in US share 
prices has continued since 
late 1994. 

Alone among the non- 
movers have been smaller 
companies, small caps, which 
have tended to trail their 
larger brethren, large caps, 
for the past few years. Yet 
according to one investment 
manager, Frank Wisnecki of 
the US Smaller Companies 
investment trust, a fund 
managed by Wellington 
Management Company, all 
this is about to change. 

Mr Wisnecki points to the 
performance of the Russell 
2,000 small company 
benchmark over May. which 
ran ahead of the S&P 500 
(larger companies) index for 
the first time since last 
December, as our table 
shows. 

“As a result, cun-ent 
valuations for US smaller 
companies, relative to large 
cap stocks, are at their most 
attractive level in several 
years." Mr Wisnecki says. 

“Those investors who 
purchase select small cap 
stocks stand to reap 
substantial gains." 

He suggests investors 
should be prepared to go 
overweight in small cap 
stocks within their overall 
US equity portfolio. In other 
words, here is the dream 
scenario. How does Mr 
Wisnecki justify his stance? 

First, he argues, larger 
company share performance 
has benefited from fears of 
interest rate rises by the 
Federal Reserve. Larger 
stocks gain because they are 
seen as more liquid. 

Second, mutual funds in 
the US {the equivalent of 
our unit trusts) are forced 
into buying large cap stocks, 
particularly “tracker" funds. 
Despite their more attractive 
price-earnings ratios, small 
cap stocks have remained 
out of favour, lb this, he 
adds the large numbers of 
flotations, which have tended 
to depress the market in that 
sector. 

He feels such pessimism is 
unjustified, arguing that 
small cap stock prices are 
cheap and their potential 
now outweighs their risk. 
Furthermore, capital gains 
tax cuts in the US will boost 
this sector, since their returns 
arc mainly capital-gains 
related. At the same time, 
low inflation should dampen 
long-term expectations of 
interest rate rises. 

Mr Wisnecki adds one 
caveat: “If the run to 
liquidity and large cap funds 
were to continue and if the 
market perceives that over 
the long term interest rates 
will climb, small cap 
performance will face further 
challenges." 

If you believe this 
argument now is the time to 

punt the US Smaller 
Companies (nvestmem Trust, 

run hy Wellington 
Manapm.'ni.' Unfortunately. 

not all expert opinion sees ' 


North American equities^* 
Threadneedle Investment 

Management, the company 
which manages funds on 

behalf of Allied Dirnbar and 
Fa°le Star, takes a far more 
dispassionate view of the 
market, although he agrees 
with the analysis of the 
economic fundamentals. 

He says: ‘-There are three 
nrimarv forces that have 
K d'riving the US equity 
market in the past two and a 
half years. One h 3 S been 

steady economic growth 

without inflation. The second 

has been steady operacmg 

earnings growth m the S&P 
500. The other thing has 
been the volume of money 
going into mutual ^funds at 
very strong levels." 

Although some analysis 
argue that earnings at this 
level are no longer 
sustainable. Threadneedle 
believes low inflation and 
steady, but not excessive, 
economic growth means that 
risks previously considered 
excessive must be revalued. 

What does mark out the 
US market is its volatility. In 
the past few months, shares 
have undergone a 10 per 
cent contraction, only to rise 
by 20 per cent immediately 
thereafter. 

“Unless the Fed starts 
raising rates, the market will 
remain ahead. But we are in 
a choppy situation. The issue 
is how long can it (existing 
growth) continue. The 
honest answer is that we 
don’t know. We are certainly 
more watchful than we have 
been," Mr Mullaney says. 

But what of the small cap 
market? Mr Mullaney is 
unconvinced by those who 
sing its merits: “We have 
tended to be underweight. 
There are some great values 
in the small cap universe. 

But equally, in the past few 
years there have been more 
and more companies coming 
to the market. 4,000 since 
1990. The quality is less than 
it was five years ago." 

Part of the reason has 
been that in a rising market, 
the tendency has been for 


companies to float quickly. 
Mr Mullanev continues t 


Mr Mullaney continues to 
favour large and mid cap 
companies which, even in the 
case of the S&P 500, already 
do not pay dividends, 
thereby making them too 
potential gainers from any 
softening of capital gains tax 
legislation. 

Martin Brooke, manager 
of the M&G American 
Smaller Companies fund, 
argues: “We think investors 
should be in America. It is 
ridiculous that some UK 
pension funds have a 
negligible amtwnt of 
exposure to North America. 

"If you are investing in 
America, you have to include 
smaller companies because 
there are some good 
opportunities there which 
you should not miss out on.” 

But he warns that smaller 
companies have tended to 
underperform and the large 
volume of new mutual fund 
money being invested has 
led to the spectacular growth 
m the number of new 


companies coining to the 
market. 


‘ hi ngs quite the same way. 


Michael Mullaney, head of 


So what should investors 
do? Before falling for 
promises by any fund 
manager, remember that 
experts’ views may be 
conditioned by the need to 
attract money to that fund. It 

pays always to research the 
opinions of several experts 
ir k e c ? mm * t ting your cash. 

there is anything worse 
tnan missing the boat when it 
sets sail, it is getting into the 

uS 0n . ,y 10 find il sinking 
before it leaves the harbour. 
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FIRST CLASS RETURNS 
IN AN INSTANT 


You don't have to go any further than the nearest 
post box to earn the sort of interest you see above 
and have instant access to your money. 


! Provider 


account from Alliance &. Leicester offers you Nationwide 


a competitive 6.85% gross pm. on balances stormy Northern Rod. 
at £ 10 . 000 . You am also enjoy three penalty free Bristol 8c West 


£10,000+ 

amssKA. 

£2(000+ 

OMKSRA. 

£50,000+ 
CIOSS PA 

£100,000+ 
GIOSS PA 

6.85% 

6.85% 

6415% 
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6.50% 

6.70% 

6.75% 

6.85% 

6.35% 

6.40% 

6.45% 

6-50% 

6.40% 

6.40% 

6.40% 

6.40% 

5.90% 

6.15% 

6.15% 

6.15% 


withdrawals a year. , |- | | -~| 

M aonsactians «r« conducted by a Fir* Gass freepost service. So. if you’re looking for fiat class returns - call the 

number belovv for an information pack today! 

■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 


CALL FREE 


0800 412 214 
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John Whiting 


X marks the 
spot for 
capital gains 
tax - or does 
it? Only if 
you're unlucky 


p - ** very week there 
seems to be an 
announcement in the 

Lmbusiness pages of a 
takeover, with shareholders 
getting some sort of payout. 
As if to show the coroorate 
world is in constant flax, in 
alternate weeks there is 
often an announcement of a 
demerger or some sort of 
buyback. Often these are 
stated as tax efficient, but 
why are they, and how are 
the shareholders affected? 

Let's suppose that you’re a 
shareholder in X pic and 
you've just got a “this 
document is important - if in 
any doubt consult your tea 
leaves” type of mailing. It 
seems that Y pic has made 
an offer for X. Are you going 
to suffer tax if you accept 
this offer? 

If you give up your X 
shares to Y, you’ve disposed 
of the shares. That means in 
principle that capital gains 
tax is looming on the value 
you've received. If you get 
cash, that’s it - CGT bites. 
But take shares in Y instead 
of the cash and in most 
drcumstances there's no 
immediate CGT The Y 
shares will in effect step into 
the shoes of the X shares as 
far as you’re concerned. 

Of course, if you get a mix 
of cash and shares, that 
m eans some gain now, some 
later. If you get loan stock, 
that will also hold over the 
gain. All of these make it 
possible to sell your resultant 
holding over a number of 
years and make the most of 
the CGT annual exemptions. 

It's possible that X makes 
you a different offer. They’d 
like to buy back your shares. 
Now you’re going to have to 
be careful -you do need to 
read that paperwork they 
send through. If you sell the 
shares to die company you 
might expect to get a CGT 
charge. In fact you normally 
wouldn't: it would be treated 
as income. This is because 
you’re getting value out of 
the company and usually 


when value comes out it’s 
treated as a distribution - a 
dividend if you prefer. 

ACT will be paid by tbe 
company; you win be treated 
as if you received a dividend 
with a tax credit along tbe 
lines of that ACT Tbe quirk 
is that the dividend you’re 
treated as receiving depends 
on tbe original subscription 
price of the shares. 

You can get a CGT result 
by selling the shares to a 
broker. Ibis is wby share 
buyback offers usually come 
with a tame broker ready to 
buy back your shares. They’ll 
sell the shares on back to the 
company and you can use 
your CGT annual exemption. 
But if you’re already paying 
CGT die dividend route may 
be better. 

A third option that X may 
announce may be a 
demerger. Now the company 
is offering new shares in a 
part of itself- let’s call it XX 
pic. Is this a good deal? 

Tbe answer is usually yes. 
The stock market invariably 
thinks that X and XX 
separately are worth more 
than tbe original X when it 
owned XX. You’ve got two 
pieces of paper which can be 
sold separately. But if you 
take those XX shares, you’ve 
disposed of some of your 
interest in X so does that 
mean CGTT? 

Again, the starting point is 
a yes answer but in practice 
the answer is no. As with 
takeovers, there is a relief 
around. The Inland Revenue 
will have cleared X’s 
demerger so that you end up 
with no CGT charge until you 
dispose of one or other of the 
X or XX paper. The original 
cost of your X holding is split 
between the two. 

So the net result of all 
these corporate comings and 
goings is usually no tax bill to 
die shareholders. Apart from 
stamp duty, there's usually 
no tax at the corporate level. 


Poor credit history, 
id a 90% Mortgage 
from Kensington. 


Kmsngton Mortgage Company can provide mortgages to the 
S <T evayday borrower me high street tenders ignore, offering 
far interest rates, dear tenr®, and no hidden extras. So. if you're 
tookng fora mortgage, look no further than Kensington. 


Ksnangton Mortgage Company 
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YOUR HOME nSAT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP RBWM94TS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTVBR LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


■EEFHONE 0800 11 10 20 q. 


■jolina ref 1 N 02 


John Whiting is a tax partner 
at Price Waterhouse 


Direct line Rates 


SAVINGS R ATES 


Dirra Line Instant Access Account 



MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct line Standard Variable Mortg*ge Rate 


HBaBaSE 


APR 


All rates correct at !6di June 1997. 



Source : Dina Line RiuhojI Savifn. For further information .stair either of the 
Dina Litre pmium lined above, pirate phone the appropriate number 
star tfuothrg ref INDBBI2 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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ihe Index-Tracking PEP 


WHAT MAKES LEGAL A GENERAL'S 
FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX-TRACKING 
PEP THE REST VALUE PEP OF ITS . 
KIND ON THE MARKET? 


A glance at the table win show that - 
since its launch Just over 18 mouths 
ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it 
offers PEP investors unbeatable value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects die performance of 
the enrirr stockmarkct. so it reduces 
the risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact. £6.000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP at 
launch would now be worth £8,153* 
compared to just £7.475* In the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 
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ill i lied charges 

0 . 5 % 

annual tuanagemenl 
charge 

NO 

uithdranal fee 


The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP 
that performs the best 


(also costs tbe least) 


UNBEATABLE COSTS— 

At Just 0.5% pa., you won't find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
anywhere cfccc And there ate still no 
tnlilil charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

To And our more about the UK’s 
best value FTSE AU-Share Index-Tracking 
PEP, call now. or return the coupon 
opposlie.AJtcraativrly.you can contact 
us at htTpVAvwwJcgaLandgenmLco.uk 




Find out more now -Phone free 0500116622 


FREEPHONE 8am TO 8pm WEEKDAYS 9am TO 5pm WEEKENDS PLEASE QUOTE REF: B4DJ10 
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SATURDAY 


Hooked on EMU 

J?£ *P rld ls l ° u { ■, m #tment oyster. To start Our threoiage 
look at opportunitiesioutside the UK, Ken Welsby exMns ' 
why political wrangling should not put people off Europe “ 

O ne of the first “crossover 1 albums u-*. n . Ur > ^ ^ 

to present classical music in a pop- , IbeUevphrm?'* 5VH' e - f ? vent ® P*™ of the need to deliver value t 

^-“caw.t».*wSSB!S3SS EBSlSiSSasSSi 


O ne of the first “crossover” albums 

to present classical music in a pop- 
ular style was aptly entitled 
Hooked on Classics. Tbday, 
according to a number of London fund 
managers, investors are in danger of danc- 
ing to a different tune; Hooked on EMU. 

With monetary union so often domi- 
nating the headlines it’s easy to assume 
it will be the dominating influence on 
investment performance. But following 
the Amsterdam summit and the French 
and British elections fund managers &id ,; i 
analysts are humming a different tunetlt 
ain’t necessarily so. 

Among leading London investment 
houses, M&G, which manages more than 
£lbn in European equities, says firmly 
that political wrangling should not mask 
promising economic fundamentals. 

“European shares offer exciting poten- 
tial” says John Boeckmann, head of 
M&G's European desk. “The new left-of- 
centre administrations in France and 
Britain, and the dramatic weakening in 
the bargaining position of the German 
Chancellor, brought to the forefront new 
differences and a potential for change in 
attitudes. With EMU probably back on 
course following the French-German 
compromise, employment creation, 
labour flexibility and faster economic 
growth have moved up the agenda and 
now occupy centre stage." 

Davina Curling, manager of the Sun 
Alliance European unit trust, marketed 
as the Hibiscus fund, thin ks the choice is 1 
now between a soft single currency and 1 
a delay. “The expectation of a soft Euro 1 
would be positive for the European mar- * 


5 kcts," she says. “In the event of a delay, 
■ I believe bond and equity markets would 
[ suffer a short-term hit, but this could just 
j ; be a short, sharp blip." 

. T hree related factors are powering 
- the growth of Continental equity markets: 
behavioural changes by investors, corpo- 
rate restructuring and privatisation. 

• In the UK, long-term savings have long 
been directed into the stock market 
through managed funds such as unit 
busts, investment trust savings plans and 
•^PEPs. Even more critically, investment 
^managers responsible for pension funds 
worth billions have sought long- tens 
capital growth in stock markets both in 
the UK and around the world. 

But in much of continental Europe it’s 
been rather a different story, and investors 
are only just learning the benefits of equity 
investment In Germany the proportion 
of funds invested in equities has grown 
from 10 per cent in 1990 to more than 30 
per cent today. But the Germans are not 
only changing where they invest they are 
changing how they invest. 

In the Sixties, Seventies and Eighties, 
a German family with cash to invest would 
usually entrust the management of its cap- 
ital to the bank, which in turn would invest 
in, or lend to, major industrial concerns. 
Families had long-term relationship; with’ 
the banks, which in turn had long-term 
relationships with the industrial compa- 
nies which they effectively owned. 

This was one of the foundations of the 
economic miracle, promising people with 
the history of Weimar’s wheelbarrow 
money that their long-term financial 
security was assured. This relieved com- 


1 pames of the need to deliver value to 
1 jrostore m the short-term but denied the 
bank’s customers opportunities for real 
capital growth. 

Now, all that is changing. Last year 
more torn 15 per cmtc^ate inS 
“2* m Germany was routed through 
professional advisera, comparable to <Sr 
UAs. Then long-term commitment is not 
to the assets but to the individual cus- 
tomer.-for whom they must seek Out value 
and long-term capital growth. . 

Such changes in investment behaviour 
-both contribute to, and in turn are influ- 
enced by. changes in corporate behaviour: 

in an increasingly competitive world, 
CcmtinentaJ companies have seen sales 

^f£^ dasbc<Jaildhave ' embarked on 
the kind of restructuring which has been 
commonplace in the US and UK for 20 
year^ With this in mind, Ms Curling at 
Sun Alliance says that careful stock sec- 
tion is the key to investing in Europe. 

Political factors should be considered 
for their unpact on specific companies and 
sectors. Fbr example, while the left-wing 
election victory in France wflj hit finan- 
cial stocks, she believes export-oriented 
companies will succeed and benefit from 
a weaker franc. The third factor to look 
at is privatisation. The next two years wfll 
see a wave of state asset sales sweeping 
right across Europe, many of which wffl 
attract a keen following from fund man- 
agers m London as well as local investors. 

Paul Harwood, fund manager of the 
Mercury European Privatisation Trust, 
says many governments are now con- 
sciously making businesses more attrac- 
tive to private investors. ( 
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° n Ule defensive: The left-wing election victory in France will hit financial stocks but export firms wOI benefit 
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Turning dreams of the future into solid success 

■ nvestors have learned the hard wav ix t>r . . « 


If 


i nvestors have learned the hard way 
to be wary of technology stocks, so 
it could be something of a shock to 
discover that one of the top- 
performing international funds is 
Prolific’s Technology unit trust 
The fund tops the MicropaJ league 
table for international equity growth 
funds over five years; £100 invested in 
May 1992 would now be worth £315. 
compared with a sector average of just 
£180. Alan Tony, the fund manager, 
makes the point that technology^ “the 
productivity driver of economic growth” 
- particularly in the US. • -. 

“A great many UK investors are 
staggered tty the continuing success of 


Technology: Ken Welsby finds out why a 
hi-tech fund tops the international league 


the US economy; they don’t realise that 
technology accounts for a much larger 
percentage of the economy and the 
take-up is much faster than it is over 
here,” he says. “Almost half of the 
economic growth in the US is 
accounted for by technology.” 

Although hi-tech industries are 
inevitably cyclical the effects are not so 
extreme as in more traditional “boom 
to bust” capital goods markets, where 
the flow of orders can dry up rapidly. 


“Although there are slowdown*, 
comp anies don't shy away completely 
from investing in technology when 
business slows down," MrTbrrysays. 

"There are a number of reasons for this. 
First because the payback can often be 

measured in months, rather than years, 
and second, because the investment can 
often be essential to maintain a 

competitive position in the market.’' 

In the software and systems markets 
he nates that a number of companies 


GT Global 


The GT Income 
Fund PEP. 


Extraordinary Performance 



have offered good products but have 
been let down by their sales and 
distribution channels - and this has 
been reflected in their share price. 
Business customers, he says, are 

increasingly focusing on companies 
which offer strong support and 
consultancy - be highlights both Oracle 
and Baan of the Netherlands in this 
context — rather than those which push 
“best of breed” technology. 

Another point in favour of 
technology is the rapid growth of 
sectors such as telecommunications, 
particularly in emerging markets which 
need to invest heavily in their 
infrastructure. Telecoms and software 


are the two dominant sectors in which 
the Prolific fund invests, followed by 
computer equipment and the 
semiconductor industry. 

Inevitably, as a technology fund, 
most of its assets are in the US and 
Japan, but there are also significant 
stakes in Canadian, Dutch and UK 
companies. The investment process is 
based on lots of research and analysis 
t:o identify the prospects for various 
industrial sectors, whicb then leads 
naturally to the identification of 
individual companies. 

Some of the assets are big names such 
as Intel Compaq, Motorola and the 
electronics giant Matsushita - best- 


known in Britain for its Panasonic 
brand. 

Others, however, are little-known 
outside their respective industries, such 
as Ballard Power, which is developing 
fuel cell technology that could one day 
replace the internal combustion engine 
for certain applications. 

That sounds more like the kind of * 
investment -beloved of venture capital 
entrepreneurs in California rather than 
unit trust managers in London. But 
there’s at least one indicator that 
Ballard is no dream factory: Daimler- 
Benz, which has a reputation for being 
conservative with its capital has 
invested about $400m in the business. 
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Exceptional Value . 


If you are looking for great value for money from a PEP, the 
GT Income Fund is hard to beat. The highlights include: 

• Top ten performance over 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 3, 9 and io years 
and since launch.’ 

• 1% discount on new investments, 2% on PEP transfers. 

• No PEP management charge. 

• An option to enjoy tax-free income and capital 
growth. 

The GT Income Fund is managed by GT Global. 

Established over 25 years ago. GT Globa! is a worldw.de 

group managing over £10bn on behalf of over 1 million 

customers. For more information contact your IFA, call GT Global 
on 0500 48 45 62 or return the coupon. 




PEP 



Call local rates 0345 73 83 93 

for a free information pack, quoting 
the reference below, or complete the 
coupon below in block capitals and 
return it (no stamp required) to: 

Norwich Union Portfolio Services Ltd 
FREEPOST ANG 4247 
Norwich NR1 3BR 


*■**.«$, 

V*& 


W& Na me: 


fax free! 


. - y ■ 1 " 

Address: 

■J.'.ijsf 

Daytime lei no: 

’ - J 'v -■ 


Ref:1IN24 


Postcode: 
Evening tel no: 


Source: MKropal. offw-to-bid, n« income reinvested. UK Equity Income Sector. 
All figures to 1.5.97. 1% discount on P applies to lump sum pep Investments until 1A98. 
Past performance h no guide to the future. The price of units end the Income from them 

may go down as well as up and you may n« get bade the amount originally invested 

PEP legislation can change at any time and the value of tax corwsslom will depend on 

individual circumstances. The OT PEP h managed by CTGtobal Investment Funds Ltd, 

regulated by IMHO and the Personal Investment Authority. The GT Income Fund was 

launched in September 1973 and is managed by GT Global Fund Management Ltd 

(part of the LGT Group) which A 

i! regulated by IMRO and is a JB&L 

member of AUTlf. issued by GT GT Global 

Global Investment Funds Ltd. A Member of Liechtenstein Global Trust 


- * 

To: Client Sovices Dept, GT Global, Alban Gate. 125 London ttell. London EC2Y 5AS. 
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Into the unknown 


M aking money out of equities 
is about taking risks. The 
higher they are, the greater 
the potential gain. Nowhere 
is this more true than investing in 
emerging markets and South America 
in particular. 

To many. South America means high 
poverty raws, runaway inflation, abuses 
of human rights, environmental prob- 
lems, militaiy dictatorships, drug 
barons, corruption and footballers. 

The footballers are still evident but the 

rest, however, is no longer a general 
reflection of the main countries on the 
continent - Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Venezuela and Mexico. 

The economies of South America are 
now in a totally different shape from a 
couple of years ago when, after a 
period of soaring inflation and boom- 
ing stock markets, they all came to a 
grinding halt in 1994 after Mexico, suf- 
fering from an economic crisis, deval- 
ued its peso. This lead to a rapid 
decline throughout the region. Deval- 
uation followed devaluation, leaving ris- 
ing unemployment, bankruptciesand 
collapsing stock markets in the wake. 

Since then things have changed. 
Governments have introduced eco- 
nomic reforms, including increasing 
privatisation. Inflation has been 
reduced. In Brazil, the largest economy 
in the region, it has dropped to less 
than 9 per cent, while in Argentina It 
is now below 1 per cent. 

These countries are rich in natural 
resources and manufacturing is expand- 
ing. For example, some of the leading 
motor manufacturers, including Ford, 
General Motors, Fiat and Volkswagen 
Audi, all make cars in Brazil 
This change in economic outlook has 
been largely overlooked in the UK. 


Latin America: There is more to this 
region than environmental problems 
and dictatorships, writes Tony Lyons 


Lack of knowledge - of the econi imies, 
stock exchange rules and individual 
companies listed on the various mar- 
kets -coupled with exchange risks have 
made the region a largely unknown 
investment area to British investors. 

While many emerging market funds 
have some of their assets in Latin 
America, canny investors prepared to 
put some of their money into funds 
specialising in the region could make 
even more spectacular gains. The past 
couple of years has seen (he launch of 
a handful of general Latin American 
unit and investment trusts as well us a 


small number investing in specific 
countries, but there arc far less than 
those specialising in the Far East. 

Already, some of these South Amer- 
ican funds are shewing high short-term 
gains. The tahle shows the growth of 
the mast widely available funds as well 
as the rise in the most widely used 
index for the region. 

The funds arc reflecting the gains 
made by individual markets this year. 
Chile, for instance, has risen 19 per 
cent since the start of 1997, Mexico has 
been reaching record all-time highs 
over the past couple of weeks, and 


Latin American Funds 


Unit Trusts 

Abbey Latin America 

Abtrust Latin American 

Bailiie Gifford Latin America 

Edinburgh Latin American 

Fleming Select Latin Americn 

Govett Latin America 

NPI Latin American 

Old Mutual Latin American Companies 

Perpetual Latin American Growth 

Saw & Prosper Latin America 

investment Trusts 

Abtrust Latin American 

Edinburgh Inca 

Latin American 

: Morgan Grenfeti Latin American 
Scudder Latin America 
Templeton Latin America 
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The party’s 
not over yet 


US prospects: Fund 
managers are still bullish, 
says Abigail Montrose 


T he US stock market has been a 

runaway success so far this year with 
share prices up around 20 per cent 
The biggest gains have been chalked 
up by the largest companies with some 
companies seeing their share price soar by 50 
per cent or more. 

Investors who have not yet moved into the 
US market may fear they have missed their 
•u? opportunity. But many fund managers 

remain bullish about the US, arguing that its 
recent strong performance is underpinned by 
the improved competitiveness of companies, 
strong earnings figures and favourable 
economic fundamentals. 

Investors have poured money into the 
market leaders, staying away from small 
companies. Coca-Cola is trading at 44 times 
earnings and Microsoft at 55 times. This may 
make the shares look overbought, but 
Katherine Gaxrett-Cox, head of American 
equities at Hill Samuel Asset Management, 
points out that in many cases the mark-up is 
justified by earnings growth. 

The top five companies in the S&P 500 
index - General Electric, Coca-Cola, Exxon, 
Microsoft and Intel - saw earnings grow on 
average 413 per cent over the year to 
March. In contrast the bottom 49;» saw 
earnings grow by an average 123 per cent. 
This has prompted Hill Samuel to 
recommend its US large companies fund. 

! rather than its small cap fund, to investors. 
Perpetual similarly continues to favour 
lar*>e US companies. While the market may 
experience a small correction in the near 
future, the investment house expects large 
company share prices to continue their 
upward trend. 

But not all investment houses see big 

company funds as offering the best 

opportunities. Michael Grant, head of 
Schroder's US desk in London, agrees that 
many large companies have produced 
impressive earnings growth, but argues that 
this has been the result of consolidation and 

m Tyou P ^efre n ta“o t o three 


years, it is wrong to assume that this level of 
earnings growth can be sustained. We expect 
large caps to continue to do well this year, 
hut in 1998 onwards, most of the wind 
behind big companies will have been spent. 
The elastic band has been stretched as long 
as it can," he says. 

"While large US company share prices have 
soared, smaller companies have been in a 
bear market for the past year - but this does 
not mean they now offer better value than 
large caps, according to Bob Yeibury, head of 
the US desk at Perpetual. 

A number of other fund managers disagree, 
believing that investors should move into 
small to medium caps while share prices are 
relatively low. 

“Very large companies in the US do not 
have the strong earnings profiles that can he 
found in the small and medium company 
sector. If you take a two to three-year view, 
you are better looking at small to medium- 
sized companies which can sustain their 
earnings growth," says Mr Grant at 
Schroder's. 

With the US stock market at an all-time 
high, the search for value stocks becomes 
more important than ever. Perpetual 
continues to look for growth companies and 
currently sees more growth and profit 
certainly in large companies. 

Hill Samuel is looking for stocks with a 
specific catalyst such as a restructuring plan 
which it thinks will help move the price. One 
such move was into International Paper, 
where the shares have already risen on 
expectations of a rise in paper prices, and 
Hill Samuel expects a company 
reorganisation. 

Schroder is moving into stocks which it 
thinks will be able to sustain their earnings 
growth over the long term. It is moving funds 
out of the technology sector in the short 
term and has moved out of consumer cyclical 
stocks which it thinks have peaked. 

While fond managers disagree over which 
areas of the US market will provide the best 
value in the future, all expect to continue 
finding value there. As Ms Garrett-Cox 
points out: "If you are investing for the long- 
term of one to five years, we believe the US 
equity market continues to look attractive. 
We can still find companies which look 
attractively valued." 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due to the change in Base Rate 

from 6.25% to 6-50% 

Advanta Card inters! rate tor 
Purchases and Cash Advances 
will be amended accordi g y 

from the first day of next rnonth^ 

Your interest rate margin 


Base Rate remains, constant. 
Condition 5 of your RBS 
Advanta Card Conditions of Use 
is varied accordingly. If you have 
any questions about this change, 
please call our Customer Service 
Centre on: 
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Argentina Is up 26 per cem. Best of all 
has been share price performance in 
Brazil which has shot up 70 per cent. 

Of course, there is no guarantee that 
these sort of rises will continue. The 
history of the continent's stock markets 
so faris boom followed by slump. “But 
the feeling is that this time round, the 
markets are soundly based." says 
. Dominic Rossi, who runs NPI's Latin 
American unit trust. 

“The 1994/95 panic was a real test 
of political commitment to economic 
reform which Latin America passed. 
The reforms have survived with sound 
money policies based firmly on tight 
public finances. Public debt in the 
region is now much lower than that 
found in Europe." 

Forecasts are for economic growth 
in excess of 5 per cent a year for the 
region. Barring anything unforeseen. 
Mr Rossi expects the markets to do 
well while interest rates and inflation 
continue to fall. "Companies there are 
undervalued compared with the Far 
East and the prospects for growth are 
greater," he says. 

This is a view backed by Michael 
Ashridge. director of Save & Prosper 
"For those who appreciate the risks, the 
returns look like they are there. UK 
investors have tended to look to at the 
Far East. If people knew the potential 
of Latin America, they would know that 
now could be a good time to invest." 

Of course, things could go wrong If 
the USA puts up its interest rates, mar- 
kets could fall worldwide. South Amer- 
ica could be more affected than any- 
where else because of its dependency 
on America. But for anyone prepared 
to take higher-than-average risks. South 
America could prove attractive over the 
next couple of years. 





Rosy picture: Brazil's stock market has shot up 70 per cent tins year 
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Jupiter unit trusts compared with 
sector averages and TESSA 

Source Micropal. Offer to bid. net income reinvested. S years to 1.R37 
*UK Savings TESSA £3,000 investment index 


Looking for long-term performance for your 
windfall? Put the shares into the Jupiter PEP and we 
will exchange them for units in your choice of 
Jupiter PEPable unit trusts. 

Your choice can include one of our top- 
performing long-established funds (see table 
opposite), or our new Financial Opportunities 
Fund, specially designed to give windfall investors a 
well-chosen portfolio of shares across the 
flourishing financial sector. 

You must invest at least £1,000 (including the 
proceeds of your windfall), or £50 per month. There 
are no costs other than the standard initial and 
annual charges for the unit trusts - and there's a 
1% discount on lamp sum PEP investments. 

Turn your windfall into a nest-egg with Jupiter. 
Talk to your financial adviser, call us free or 
return the coupon. 


J U PUT E R 

Leaders in long-term performance 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 97 


To: Investor Support, Jupher Unit Trust Managers Ltd. Knights bridge House. 197 Knightsbrldge, London SW7 1RB. 
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On the road to economic reform: Poland has averaged a growth rate of 6 per cart in the past four years and inflation is falling 


Eastern Europe: Investing in this region is 
fine for people with strong constitutions 
and nerves of steel, writes Abigail Montrose 


T he former Soviet bloc has become one 
of the most exciting areas, to invest in far 
those with nerves of steel. Many parts 
of the region are less developed than 
other emerging markets in South America and 
Asia so the potential rewards are higher. 

It is common to see share valuation surge by 
50 per cent over six months, but slides are just 
as frequent, making this a region for the expe- 
rienced investor with a strong constitution and 
a balanced portfolio. 

Eastern and Central Europe are different 
from other emerging markets. Unlike China or 
Asia they do not have the problem of turning 
peasants into industrial workers; levels of lit- 
eracy are often much higher. Better infra- 
structure also makes progress much easier, says 
Martin Taylor, director of emerging Eastern 
European markets at Baring Asset Manage- 
ment. “AH this region needs is an inflow of for- 
eign capital, management and technology. 
These former Communist countries will make 
the leap from being Second World countries 
into First World countries very quickly, whereas 
it will take decades in China and India.” he says. 

Since the fell of the Berlin Whli, several coun- 
tries in this region have experienced impressive 
rates of growth and others are now on the read 
to economic reform. Of the most economically 
advanced countries in the region, Poland has 
averaged a growth rate of 6 per cent in the past 
four years and inflation is Ming. This compares 
with the UK's average growth rate of around 
2 per cent. But this is not to suggest the region 
is homogeneous. The pace of development 
varies enormously- At the forefront are Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. 


Russia is still lagging behind but has improved 
significantly in the past 18 months. Progress is 
also well on the way in the Baltic states. 

Privatisation has been slower elsewhere and 
so there has been little investment in countries 
such as Romania and Bulgaria. Even less 
development has taken place in the Central 
Asian republics - countries such as Kazakhstan. 
Kyrgystan. Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan. 

Most equity investment by UK fund man- 
agers has been in the advanced economies. But 
the volatility of these stock markets is legendary 
and the rates of growth and stability vary 
between these countries enormously. 

In the rive months to the end of May, in 
dollar terms, the Hungarian stock market rose 
around 27 percent and the Polish around 4 per 
cent, while the Czech fell 15 per cent as a result 
of a devaluation. Investment houses such as 
Baring and Abtrust have kept weightings low 
in the Czech Republic because of concerns over 
the poor quality of corporate information, a 
view that many companies are still not suffi- 
ciently competitive, and a belief that reforms 
of the commercial and industrial environment 
have been largely superficial. 

Increasingly Russia is being seen as offering 
the most opportunity for investors. Not only is 
it the largest market in the area, but it now is 
experiencing good growth and is going through 


the same phase of reform that the more 
advanced economies in the region already have 
experienced. Interest rates have fallen, the 
political scene looks to be settling down, eco- 
nomically the country is improving and the IMF 
has extended its loan programme from one to 
three years. While the stock market remains 
small, in the first five months of this year share 
prices rose by an impressive 83 per cent 

This has made several fund managers bull- 
ish about die market particularly as more than 
70 per cent of the country's GDP now comes 
from the private sector. But there is still con- 
cern about the level of information available 
from companies, and just as a small market can 
rise sharply when a few companies do well, so 
it can fall sharply if a few companies perform 
badly. But the general feeling is that Russia is 
a good investment for the long term. 

Investment in the former Soviet Union has 
shown that huge returns are possible but h is 
a risky area to invest in. Before venturing down 
this path an investor must be prepared to stay 
in for the long term. Ken Nicholson, market- 
ing manager for Europe at Templeton, believes 
inexperienced investors should be wary of this 
market and not lured by tbe potential large 
rewards: “The experts may be able to make 
money on a quick trade, but for most people, 
it’s essential to take a five-year view,” he says. 


PHOTOGRAPH. GERAINT LEWIS 

Jitteiy investors should steer clear. A num- 
ber of investors have lost out because they 
pulled out when things looked rough. For exam- 
ple, earlier this year when President Yeltsin had 
pneumonia, a number of investors sold out. and 
miss ed out on the enormous growth in the mar- 
ker that followed his recovery. 

A number of unit trust and investment 
trusts invest in Eastern Europe. The lowest -risk 
way to invest is through an emerging market 
fund which invests across all emerging markets 
including those in Asia, Africa, Europe, the 
Middle East and South America. 

The Abtrust Frontier Markets unit trust has 
37 percent of its funds invested in Central and 
Eastern Europe. In the year to end-May the 
value of units has risen 41 per cent, making this 
the top performing fund of its type. 

Radhika Ajraera, head of emerging markets 
at Abtrust, says: “Rather than focusing on one 
region where the factors are pretty similar, we 
wanted to diversify the risk and cover all mar- 
kets at a similar stage of development.” 

A number of fund managers, such as Tem- 
pleton, Barings, Credit Suisse and Pictet, run 
region-specific funds which invest in the emerg- 
ing markets of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Templeton plans to launch two Eastern Euro- 1 
pean funds in the next two months. By invest - 1 
mg in the whole region they believe this offers 
diversity but allows investors to benefit from the 
potential high rewards offered in this region. 

In the past such funds have attracted money 1 
from institutional investors. But for those with i 
an established portfolio of shares looking to 1 
invest in a more speculative market. Eastern i 
Europe offers plenty of opportunities. i 
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Stock up 
on red chips 

The Far East: Ken Welsby 
on what the future holds 

W hile television news teams are roaming Hong 
Kong asking anyone and everyone what they 
believe the handover to China will mean, most big 
investors and fond managers are confident that, at 
least in matters financial, they already know the answer. 

“Over the past 18 years China has sought to emulate the 
economic and business culture of Hong Kong," says Nerissa 
Lee, investment director of Guinness Flight Hambro in 
Hong Kong. “Hong Kong has never moved an inch in the 
direction of mainland culture and, in my opinion, the most 
likely consequence of the handover is an acceleration of the 
pace by which China becomes more like Hong Kong." 

Guinness Flight Hambro operates a series of funds which 
invest in the Far East, with increasing emphasis on what 
analysts now term the Greater China region - Hong Kong. 
China and Taiwan. It was created by last month's 
combination of the specialist fund manager Guinness Flight 
with Hambros fond management business. Although 
described publicly as a merger, the deal was seen in the City 
as a GF takeover. The new group has £llbn of assets under 
management, of which more than £500m is invested in Asia. 

The Chinese economy is expanding rapidly. Ten years ago 
fewer than one urban household in 100 owned a colour 
television or a refrigerator and only one in six had a washing 
machine. Today the figures are 70 in 100 for televisions, 80 
for washing machines and 50 for refrigerators. 

Although the flow of funds into companies quoted on the 
Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges is accelerating, 
most investment is channelled through the "red chips" in 
Hong Kong. These are companies which are quoted in Hong 
Kong but controlled by mainland Chinese corporations. One 
of the most successful is Citic Pacific, which has stakes in 
Cathay Pacific and Dragonair, Hong Kong Telecom and 
mainland power and utility businesses. From a standing start 
in 1990.iis market capitalisation is now more than £7bn. 

Some fond managers arc still reluctant to invest directly in 
mainland stocks, but Ms Lee and her colleagues say that ’ 
because of the nature of the market the key to successful 
investment in China is individual stock selection. 

While Hong Kong is go-go-go, it's a different story in 
Tokyo. For most investors, Japan has been little short of a 
disaster over the past seven years since the economic bubble 
buret. TTie Nikkei 225 index of leading shares, which reached 
38,915 in December 1989. closed last night at 20385. But that 
does not mean investors should ignore Japan’s potential. It’s 
a matter of picking the right stocks, according to Paul Kelly of 
Global Asset Management, which has launched Britain's first 
open-ended investment company (Oeic) to invest in Japan, 

Mr Kelly's investment approach has paid off for investors 
in his Tokyo fund which has grown some 97 per cent in five 
years. He pays no attention to index weightings and other 
strategies which are followed by fond managers. If he finds a 
sector in which there are shares with good prospects he will 
invest heavily, and if the reverse is true he avoids iL 

Open-ended investment companies, or Oeics, arc a new kind of 
managed fund that could largely replace unit trusts over the next 
few years. An Oeic is a company instead of a trust, so vou buy 
shares instead of units, and there is a single price, the net asset 
value per share, rather than the hid/offer spread with Unit trusts. 
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China Fund 


Of all the investment 
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China’s growth. 




With an increasing number of "Red Chips being 
listed on Hong Kong’s rallying market, there ® 
growing enthusiasm for Hong Kong’s rote as the 
business and financial capital of China. 




1 Madras Indian Equity Fund 


On the basis of prospective earnings growth 
estimates, the Indian market is one of the 
cheapest in Asia and, in our view, the 
fundamentals are now in place for substantial 
appreciation over the long term. 



Although often overlooked, many of the best 
investment opportunities can be found amongst 
Asia's substantial pool of smaller companies. This 
Fund aims, to invest in those companies that will 
become the Asian blue chip stocks of tomorrow. 




Asia's economic success provides opportunities 
to profit from appreciating currencies and the 
region's bond markets, which are expanding to 
meet growing infrastructure demands. This Fund 
provides relatively low risk exposure to Asia. 


Postcode 




tor m*n Iha '■Vfcriyino amiflM Ml W, 

BuwMwd. 

““toy awooaUd Vfcnww aewtaSfJi""* «* **> *«*••«* 
j ? g * wwgaan. laertwn tn frnarBO'Btwnt*- 

Auttwity. regwowd tjy imro and bw-Pwo ** 1 

SHAiff 



tile 











1 







iSCOUNrs 


av AIIAeu 

S| 


;~?i* 

-- :._ T,i - t s 


- " m Sm'T y. 


inside back 


THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 21 JUNE 1997 


JOFIND OUT WHAT S ON TV, WHERE TO GO AND WHEN, READ THE EYE TODAY 



Serena Mackesy 

!n my week 


She cups my 
hands with 
her crusted 
fingertips as 
I light it. ‘I 
don’t usually,’ 
she says, ‘not 
since they 
took my 
lungs out. 
But the stress 
is too much 
sometimes’ 




A t a bus stop outside a 
Tube station, the Wino 
Lady approaches. I must 
look like a soft touch, 
because I spend an 
inordinate amount of my 
spare time in conversation 
with beggars. Wino Lady is 
wearing a sweatshirt that 
from a distance looks like an 
exotic piece of tie-dye but 
close up proves merely to be 
scattered with s tains - 
ketchup, oil, bits of street - 
and aa pair of tracksuit 
bottoms with the knees our. 
Her hair is held up in a 
ponytail with what appears, 
appropriately enough, to be 
a Pony Club tie. She stands 
over me, as I am sitting on 
the pavement with iny back 
against a pub, and grms 
blearily down at me. 

"Excuse me, love,** she says. 
“I'm not a beggar." 

Uh-bub, I think, she's 
going to ask me to lend 
ner the bus fare home 
because she’s had her 
purse stolen. 

“I was wondering if 
you could lend me the 
bus tare home,” die says. 

*Tve been visiting my 
son. He’s disabled with 
Creulzfeld-Jaeob disease 
and we don’t expea him 
to last the week. He was 
bom with Parkinson’s 
disease, and the Legion- 
naire’s nearly got him 
twice, and now he's 
caught this. He’s only 
five years old and he’s a 
martyr to his cerebral 
palsy. Anyway, I spent 
the last of my cash on 
books and magazines for 
him, he's got an IQ of 
180, you know, and now I 
don’t have the money to get 
home." 

As I say, F look like a soft 
touch, and it's probably 
because I am: anybody tells 
me an inventive enough story. 
I'll stump up whatever s in my 
pockets. I dig around and 
produce a pound coin and a 
couple of coppers. She 
accepts it gracefully. “Thank 
you,” she says, “Goa will bless 
you for that." 

“That’s okay " I say. She 
bends down towards me and 
starts fingering my big coat, 
which has come back out of 
the wardrobe since the sum- 
mer ended. “1 hope you don't 
mind.” she says. “I just wanted 
to see what it was made oL I’m 


a designer, vou see. Clothes 
and things. That’s what 1 do 
for a living, so I'm always 
interested in what people are 
wearing.” 

“Thank vou,” I say, “It's 
Moroccan. - ' 

“Moroccan?” she bounces 
backwards. “That’s amazing. 
My husband's Moroccan. 
Will, German, actually, but his 
mother is from Albania. He 
died last year. Caught hepati- 
tis C, you know what that is?, 
from a doctor in this cancer 
hospice he was volunteering 
in. Turned green and had fits. 
Awful, it was. We had to lie 
him to the bed. I don't suppose 
...” - she bends closer, smiling 
her graveyard smile - “you 
would happen to have a ciga- 
rette on you would you?” 

I give her a fag. She breaks 
the filter off. cups my hands 



with her crusted fingertips as 
I light it. “I don't usually, she 
continues, “not since they 
took my lungs out. But the 
stress is too much sometimes, 
you know?" 

I agree. I find the stress too 
much roughly 30 times a day, 
myself. “The thing is,” says 
Wino Lady confidentially, 
“It’s all the fault of that 
Princess Diane. It's her did iL 
She's puL a curse on me 
because she’s jealous.” 

Suddenly I realise that 
everything she has hitherto 
said has been the stone cold 
Lruth. Because I don’t know if 
you've noticed, but the 
Princess of Wales has obvi- 
ously taken up voodoo 
recently. I bet somewhere in 


her cave, on a shelf among the 
baseball caps, there is a line of 
Sloane dolls covered in pins. 
Because if one thing’s for 
sure, this is not a good week 
to be a pal of Charles’s. First 
Camilla, then Kanga: if I were 
even on nodding terms with 
the POW, I would be pretty 
nervous by now. 

“That's so weird,” I say. 
“She's had a curse on me for 
days. Yesterday a giant-sized 
jar of gherkins just jumped off 
the kitchen lop and landed on 
my big toe. I thought the top 
of my head was going to come 
off." 

“Mnun,” says Wino Lady. 
“And have you noticed it starts 
rainingevery time you go out- 
side? That's her fault, too. 
Her and that Mother Teresa." 
She rolls up her sleeve and 
shows me a brackish graze 
covering most of the 
underside of her fore- 
arm. “That William 
Hague did that,” she 
said. 

“No.” I have always 
suspected William 
Hague of peculiar 
nccromaades, but 
beating up bag ladies 
would seem beyond 
even him. “Yes. AH I 
did was wish him luck 
with that, with that 
...” - she pauses to 
reflect - “general elec- 
tion, and he pushed 
me into the gutter and 
drove his Rolls-Royce 
over my arm." 

“I wouldn’t vote for 
him again in a hurry." 

“Don’t you worty.l 
won’t be. She nods. 

“Nor for that John 
PresCott Fie was at school with 
my brother, you know. Used to 
bully everyone until they gave 
him their dinner money. Any- 
way ..." - she straightens up - 
“I must gp. I’ve got to see on 
my mother. She ; got ebola. 
And a stomach ulcer. They 
don’t expea her to last the 
week, not that that Tony Blair 
gives a damn. Ibo busy eating 
m fancy restaurants.” 

She moves on a few feet and 
starts chatting to a cross-look- 
ing Asian girl. Reflecting on 
the perfidiousness of our pub- 
lic figures. I catch the bus and 
get home just in lime to catch 
Boyzone queer-bashing fat 
Tbny on FastF.nders. I always 
knew that Ronan Keating was 
a wrong’un. 


Life in Death on the ocean waves 

W hat happened, pre- — r ~ ' • ' 

sumably, is that some- 
body down at the 


W hat happened, pre- 
sumably, is that some- 
body down at the 
BBC noticed that Bloomsday 
was approaching - 16 Jane, 
that would have been last Mon- 
day - and thought it would be 
the proper thing to broadcast 
something to do with Ulysses. 
But by the time the message fil- 
tered down to the drama 
department, it was smudged 
with spilt coffee and a crease 
had spoiled an important word, 
and instead they commissioned 
a dramatisation of HMS 
Ulysses (Radio 4, Saturday), 
which is a Second World "War 
naval yarn by Alistair Maclean. 

Not that this is grounds for 
complaint If nothing else, this 
small freak of scheduling pro- 
vides an excuse for some spuri- 
ous generalisations on cultural 
distinctions between Britain 
and Ireland (which can be 
summed up as. They have 
James Joyce, we have Alistair 
McLean). Bui in any case, this 
HMS Uh'sses could stand on its 
own merits. 

Ulysses is a British warship 
escorting a convoy to Mur- 
mansk. through thickets of U- 
boais, swooping flocks of Ger- 
man aircraft and Arctic 
blizzards which throw up waves 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


hundreds of feet high. It would 
be possible to concoct a con- 
ventionally heroic stoty out of 
these ingredients, there are 
plenty of individual instances of 
self-sacrifice, calmness in the 
face of danger and stoicism in 
the face of disaster, which are 
the symptoms of heroism. But 
these are incidental to 
Maclean's real subjects, which 
are life made unbearable by 
fear and suffering, and death. 

“She did not sail alone." a 
voice explained at the beginning 
of the play, “for death was her 
constant companion." This 
sounds melodramatic, but 
turned out to be a fairly mild 


preparation for both the high 
bodjHJoimt and Madam's spir- 
itual pretensions. The ship is 
commanded by Captain 
VWleiy, whose distinguishing 
marks are a habit of quotin'* 
Tennyson (“Ulysses'’, of course*) 
and advanced TB - at one 
point, with face drawn white 
and lips stained red with his 
own blood, he sounds prettv 
much like an embodiment of 
life in Death {see “The 
Ancient Mariner” for further 
details). Elsewhere, living men 
become ghostly, disembodied 
presences in the shadow* and 
the whole voyage becomes a 
preparation for inevitable 
death, as the crew is whittled 
away by weather, enemy action, 
stupidity and suicide. 

As 1 say, this could been 
done heroically, but Maclean s 
moral purpose is rather 
different He deteas glory in 
the unwinnable struggle rather 
than in any possible vinoiy. 
What he achieves in HMS 
Ulysses is a strange hylhvav 
house between public school 
spirit (Play up, play up. and p!av 
the game) and existentialism: 
Beau Geste meets Albert 
Camus. Nick McCarty’s script 
and Bill Bryden's blustery pn> 
duOion had the courage to 


take this to its limits, creating a 
piece of radio that was occa- 
sionally ridiculous and often 
impossible to follow, but was 
also one of the most harrowing 
and impressive things l have 
heard on radio. 

A new series of biographies. 
Lifesior? (Radio 4. Thursday), 
started off with a mildly dis- 
appointing treatment of Fanny 
Cradock. queen of the TV* 
cooks. Being a snobbish, vain 
and untruthful woman, she 
ought to have been the perfect 
subjea for some wans-and-all 
treatment. Since most of the 
unpleasantness was pretty self- 
evident during her lifetime, 
though, there wasn’t much 
room for revelation on these 
counts, and elsewhere Nick 
Baker skimped alarmingly - 
“No time here to talk about 
the nose job, the tax problems 
or the slimming pills.” he 
declared. 

What was most interesting, 
though, was the care he took 
to justify the programme, get- 
ting old friends fo testify- that 
she would have wanted the 
whole truth to come out. 
“Intrude.” you wanted to tell 
him. “Muck-rake!” Nieeness is 
all very well in life: on radio, 
it’s positively dangerous. 


Adopting an air of posteriority 



I n the middle of Sir David 
frost’s encounter with HRH 
the Prince ofTCries (BBC1, 
Sun), a nonchalant Jade Russell 
sauntered into shot to get a 
good sniff of the interviewer's 
behind. Years ago, the Royal 
Family let the cameras in and 
lost its mystique. Only now are 
we learning less than pleasant 
truths about the royal pets. You 
were reminded of the 1960s 
sketch illustrating the class sys- 
tem that played on the height 
discrepancy between John 
Cleese, Ronnie Barker and 
Ronnie Corbett. Prince: “I am 
superior to both Knight and 
Dog because I lick neither^ 
behind." Dog: “I am inferior to 
both Prince and Knight because 
I lick both their behinds." 
Knight: “I am superior to Dog 
because he licks my behind, but 
I am inferior to Prince because 
I lick his behind." 

It's not the Prince’s fault that 
no interviewer will give him the 
good going over which - you 
never know - might bring out 
the best in him. The practice is 
now established for distin- 
guished broadcasters to motor 
down to Gloucestershire, care- 
fully avoid pranging with daiv 
gerous female double-barrelled 
Volvo drivers common to the 
locality, deferentially lob up a 
few gentle inquiries then return 
home to await the K. 

Rather like the thorny forest 
protecting Sleeping Beauty’s 



Jasper Rees 

I the week on television 


castle from the wrong sort of 
intruder, the reputations of 
Alasiair Burnett and Jonathan 
Dimblebly are impaled on the 
gates of High grove. To be fair, 
it’s slightly different in the case 
of Frost, it bong many years 
since he lost'the knack for rig- 
orous journalism (and many 
years since he first interviewed 
the Prince: QED). He unfurled 
his questions like one of those 
carpets Charles and his folks 
get to stroll along every time 
they step off a plane, leaving 
the Prince no option but to 
walk all over them. The occa- 
sion of the interview was the 
21st birthday of the Prince’s 
Trust- Charles was particularly 
proud that the Trust’s courses 
teach young f>eopie “how to 
operate in an interview situa- 
tion". If all interview situations 
were as benign as the ones he 


himself faces, the only advice 
they’d need is “say what you 
like: the job’s yours for life 
anyway". 

The reflex to genuflect can 
bend even the least flexible 
knees. Martin Bell, who'd be 
on the shortlist for president if 
ever Britain ditched the Wind- 
sors, came over all courteous in 
Correspondent Special 
(BBC2, Sat). The last assign- 
ment Bell took on before he 
was beatified by Tatton was to 
tail Kofi Annan, the Secretary 
General of the LIN. Granted 
full access, his interview style 
was disturbingly close to the 
aggressive approach patented 
by Hello’s gnarled band of leg- 
biting interrogators. He even 
followed Annan's Swedish wife 
round a lour of some sort of 
arts centre, precisely the type 
of place journalists file dull 
reports from after one of those 
visits by Prince Charles where 
he tries to samba, or crochet, 
or graffiti. Somewhere in the 
middle of Africa. Bel! and 
Annan ran into President 
Mandela, and in an extraordi- 
nary scene - extraordinary for 
its renunciation of the jour- 
nalistic punch-packing Bell has 
made his trademark - he 
invited Mandela to deliver an 
encomium on Annan. As 
Annan was standing right next 
door. Mandela was no more 
likely to slag him off than Frost 
was going to endanger his 


inevitable peerage by asking 
the prince if he had sex with 
Camilla after The Crash. 

And yet any interview style 
is preferable to Gayle Tues- 
day's. Gayle’s World (ITV. 
Wed) awards the Page Three 
Sniruia her own entertainment, 
and her first guest was Boy 
George, who in three minutes 
and 59 seconds' sofa time was 
allowed to utter precisely 41 
words. Having recently inter- 
viewed George for this paper. 
I can vouch for the fact that 
he’s worth more than lhaL 
Michael Winner, meanwhile, 
was allowed to say as much as 
he liked, so long as he agreed 
to feed Gayle the lines as def- 
erentially Frost fed the Prince. 

The vehicles were the stars in 
Testing _ Testing — (ITV, Fri). 
Showing in repetitive detail 
the efforts taken to test the 
safety of dangerous new tech- 
nology. this is Meridian's idea 
of a science programme. Bring 
on Carol Vordcnnan to vali- 
date the show with her 
“hydraulic" this and her “car- 
bon steel’’ that. But basically 
give die punters a lor of crashes: 
a plane atomising on impaa 
with a wall, trains and trucks 
smashing to smithereens, fair- 
ground rides that make you 
vomit just to watch, even a cou- 
ple of items relating to the 
human behind them. Which 
brings us Full circle to die Prince 
of Wiles’s dog. 




Whatever 
happened to. 

CND 


Push-pram protest 
Forty years ago next spring, 
the first Aldennaston 
marchers strode along to the 
beat of a skiffle band, pro- 
claiming that they were 
“playing Krushchev’s game". 
The 50-mile march from 
London to the Atomic 
Weapons Research Estab- 
lishment was taken up by 
3,000 bearded students. 


beatniks and middle-class 
mothers and children, and 
marked the beginning of 40 
years' campaigning for uni- 
lateral disarmament; in the 
grip of cold-war paranoia, 
Bertrand Russell, Michael 
Foot and JB Priestley had 
managed to set up CND. 

Fight Fight and Fight Again 
They had to wait until 


Michael Foot's leadership 
of the Labour Party in the 
early 1980s before getting 
any real political represen- 
tation. Their membership 
surged amid the feeling that 
nuclear armaggedon really 
was imminent and they 
organised hundreds of 
demonstrations, often with 
sister-groups such as the 
Greenham women. In 


Thatcher’s polorized Britain, 
Labour’s unilateral policy 
became a hugely drci&ive 
issue, but one which even the 
reforming Kinnock found 
impossible to ditch until 
Labour’s massive trouncing 
in the 1987 election. 

In the early 1990s, CND 
organized large anti-Gulf 
War demonstrations. 
Though tapping a real vein 


of unease, the mood of the 
public as a whole was against 
them; most saw the war as 
blood-free and clean. CND 
pointed out that the war 
had killed around 250,000 
young Iraqi conscripts, but 
recognised that it was no 
longer capturing mass sup- 
port in a post-GIasnost 
world. Thirds changed in the 
group - Bruce Kent and his 


successor Marjorie Thomp- 
son both departed, and 
CND’s new head is the lit- 
tle-known Dave Knight, a 
mathematics teacher. 

Alive and Well 
But it’s not all gloom. Huge 
resentment over French 
nuclear testing and, recently, 
the nuclear flights from 
Carlisle, have helped keep 


membership up at a buoyant 
47,000. Even though there is 
much local support for 
CND’s pressure to close, 
for example, the Thorpe 
Reprossessing Plant, or to 
remove any nuclear 
weapons from Scotland, 
CND is now putting most of 
its efforts into this 
Westminster lobbying. 

Tom Hampson 
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General Situation and Outlook: 

A large area of low pressure, centred over the 
UK, will only slowly drift away eastwards. 

Northern Ireland and most of Scotland will 
be doudy with rain on and off for much of the 
day, and a strong north-easterly wind will bring 
dim and misty conditions to eastern areas. 
She tlan d will be cloudy with just a little light 
rain, whilst parts of north-west Scotland may 
stay thy until evening. England and Wales will 
be mostly cloudy with frequent showere, some 
of them heavy and thundery. There wll only 
be a few brief sunny spells, the best of these in 
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be a few brief sunny spells, the best of these in 
eastern England. It will be windy along the 

will be further rain and drizzle 
in the north, but southern areas will turn a hi- 
de drier with mist and fog patches. 

Tbmorrow. Northern Ireland and Scotland 
will be doudy, with rain and drizzle, although 
south-west Scotland and Northern Ireland 
should see some drier spells. England and 


l prolonged, possibly with 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 21 JUNE 1997 


TODAY’S TELEVISION 


W e are not alone. Television executives ought to say 
those four words to themselves eraytfoe the* 
consider green-lighting yet another prasrainnre 
aoout extra-terrestrials or the paranormaL You know that 
Weird TV - as we call it in the trade - has reached «hirarfn« 
giint when ITV produces a themed ovenESftSSbS 
For that matter, you know themed 
saturahon point when ITV produces a theSed 



n ft Rnnm BBC2 

Gerard Gilbert recommends The works sun • 


In feet “Into the Unknown" isalaughably inappropriate title 
P ^ nation’s favourite button" 

me an n v &v>not<s«. u n . • 


for something dreamed up u 7 uw imooi avourite button" 
- bringing up the rear bemg an ITV Speciality It’s aO navi™ 
the way for AfiUennium , the channel’s answer to 7V 
which is launched next week. This 
terrestrial drama only in the sense that it’s already been on Sky. 


Hie season opens, however, with The Aliens Are Coming 
(Sai mo. a light-hearted, heavily scripted introduction to all 
things Weird, with Jonathan Ross and a set seemingly borr- 
owed, suitably enough, from Stars in Their Eyes. There are crop 
circles, flying saucers and all that - but the weirdest compo- 
nents of the show are Ross and the studio audience. The latter 
bleat the most regimented laughter this side of the canned 
variety - as if a 1,000 volts were being passed simultaneously 
beneath their seats - while Ross, by some strange molecular 
transference, is turning into Shane Richie. He's an odd one 
is Wossy. Here he does his speed-presenting act, last seen at 
the ITV comedy awards, as if he had something far more 
important to do. In this case, he probably has. 

A preview tape of Police 2020 (Sun ITV) was supposed to 
be winging its way (“special delivery”) from Manchester, but 


has gone amiss. Nothing paranormal there, then. Aganfaffc 
“Into the Unknown" season, this is a one-off tonstic ttwlier 
scripted by Crackers Paul Abbott and set in Manchester m 
the year 2020 (which is about when I’m expecting the prw 
tape). Keith Barron leads the cast - not the firSface one would 
envisage when casting a futuristic /wliriw. Why not get 4un 
Whitfield and Peter Sallis while they’re about it . 

But then, what do I know? Those that can, do - alter au 
while those that can’t, become critics. That’s the dunking, any- 
how, behind the thinly veiled act of aggression which wasui 
recent experiment at the Battersea Arts Centre. Thisgave tour 
leading theatre critics the chance to direct a play of their dioos- 
ing- and publicly hang themselves in the process. Just mease 
this wasn’t public enough, however, eminent theatre directors 
wrote them up in the next morning's newspapers. The Works 


de Jongh, ^^| to ^betterthan ti oo 

^TenDaldiy'. Anyway,^ 

hostage ro *»«*, Court’s Steph' insul^;: 

his reviewer, the Koy^. rh fights «* . ■ - r - 



his reWewer ^atay which highlights 

public stayed away. years ofhard work 






BBC1 


7.00 Chikben's BBC: Hany and the 
Hendersons (5493402). 725 
News, Weather (3872353). 720 
Felix the Cat 189559951. 7.45 
Babar (6658570). 8.10 Albert the 
5th Musketeer (892632 5). 8.35 
The Flintstnnes (2402792). 9.00 
Phantom 2040 154338081. 9J20 
The Incredible Hulk (3345792). 

9.45 Grange Hill fifiStfQL 10.15 
Sweet valley High (1645063). 
10.35 The 0 Zone (4892082). 

10.42 Weather (631 71 79). 

10.45 Grandstand: 10.50 Cricket 
Opening visit to Lord's far the third 
day's play in the Second Test against 
Australia (780203341. 1.05 News 
(10197228). 1.15 Olympic 
Magazine (10100792). 1.30 
Cricket Second Test (3 J 0572 1 2). 
1,55 Racing from Ascot the 2.00 
race (1 555 7044). 2.10 Cricket 
Second Test (833638081. 2.25 
Racing from Ascot the 2,30 race 
(8335J0631. 2.40 Cricket Second 
Test (4365773). 2.55 Raring from 
Ascot the 3.00 race (7395042). 
3.10 Athletics: Action from the 
European Cup final in Munich 
(2050131). 3.30 Racing from 
Ascot the 3.35 race (3478150). 

3.45 Athletics (7504421). 4.55 
News Round-Up (6765402). 

5.20 News, Weather (71 (84835991. 

5.35 Cartoon (460518). 

5.50 Dad’s Army (R)lT) (205518). 

6.20 The New Adventures of Superman 
(SifT) (223711). 

7.05 The Other Half. Dale Wirrtan invites 
more contestants to match divided 
couples fSJm (4209571. 

7.45 The National Lottery Live. Adam 
Woody att (Ian Beale in EastEnders) 
introduces this evening's draw. Can't 
see it myself (S)(T) (567841). 

8.05 Dalziel and Pascoe. When a third 
victim falls prey to the "Wfetherton 
Choked', the only clue Warren Clarke 
and Colin Buchanan’s detectives 
have to his identity is that fallowing 
each murder, someone calls the local 
newspaper and auotes from Hamlet 
Malcolm Bradbury you might not be 
surprised to learn, wrote this week’s 
episode fSl(7) (42 1209571. 

9.40 News, Sport. Weather (582131). 

10.00 BBS Backdraft (Ron Howard 1991 
US). Stunning special effects are 
damped down by a formulaic 
backstay about sibling rivalry 
between firefighting brothers Kurt 
Russell and William Baldwin. Oscar 
nominations for Best Sound, Sound 
Effects Editingand Visual Effects 
give a pretty good clue to the film's 
strengths (43481082). 

12. 10 Top of the Fops (51(71 (8667174). 

12.40 BBS] Deadly Innocents (John D 
Patterson 1988 US). A schizo- 
phrenic woman escapes from an 
asylum, finds refuge with a teenage 
girl whose father has just died, and 
convinces the teen that she is a 
long-lost relative. Cue murder and 
mayhem of the silliest kind 
(68826481. 

2.10 Weather (28272621. To215am. 


BBC 2 

6.20 Open Ui 


ITV 


Channel 4 Channel 5 



Open Umveraite Seville: The Edge of 
Empire (3034082). 6.45 Darwinand 
Diversity (7004841). 7.10 TV - 1 


8.00 Open Saturday (248605). 

4«*30 MenZone. Presented by Quentin Willson 
(S) (6319537). 

1035 Top Gear. Beeiies and turbo diesels far 
toe boys (R)(S)(T) (1893179). 

1 1.15 Trouble at the Top. Six years after selling 
theirchain of shops for £50m. Gerald 
and Vera Weisfeid decide to open a new 
kind of department store. But the retail 
business has changed in the time 
they’ve been away, and their come-back 

harder than expected (R) (3001353). 

11.55 Hancock’s Half Hour Hancock needs a 
draw in order to win the football pools 
(R) (6367792). 

12-30 Top Gear Matorsport. Motor raring 

magazine. Mark James and Tiff Needed 
report on the eighth round of the Vlforid 

, oir. Championships (81(71 (62773). 

1.00 FUm 97 with Barry Neuman. Another 
chance toswoon along with George 
poooey, as Bazza chats to the chisel- 
jawed star about the new Batman movie 
and his sex-symbol status (R) (54605). 

130 Tennis and Cricket— Second Test 
Coverage of the Direct Line insurance 
Ladies’ Championship from Devonshire 
Park, Eastbourne. Plus, Jive action from 
the Second Test between England and 
Australia at Lord's (3J (9774044). 

630 Correspondent Special. Tonight's 
programme explores the struggle 
between Palestinians and Israelis for 
control of land in Jerusalem, focusing on 
two households from the opposing 
sides. Dull, a devout Jew, has settled his 
family In a Palestinian area, and 
Ibrahim, a 70-year-old Palestinian 
farmer, has had land confiscated b 
Israeli government ( S)(7 ) (281995,. 

7.15 News, Sport, Weather (7) (695063). 
730 Cardiff Singer of the World. The final of 

the prestigious international singing 
competition, live from St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, introduced by Natalie Wheen, 
with Huw Edwards following events 
backstage. While the jury deliberates, 
lain Burnside reviews the week and 
looks back at the I'reder competition, and 
there are highlights of toe masterclass in 
which Dame Joan Sutherland and 
Marilyn Home offer advice to the 
runners-up (51 (36991537). 

10.10 Brothers in Trouble. See Preview, above 
(S)(T) (135421). 

11.50 This life. Soap about the lives and loves 
of a group of (implausibly sophist- 
icated?) twentysomething house-sharing 
lawyers. Mllly and Rachel's relationship 
oomes to a head and a lost condom 
sends Jo into a panic (7?)(51 (751112). 

1235 Cricket- Second Test England v 
Australia. Richie Benaud introduces 
highlights of today’s play (Billowed by 
Weatfierview) (S) (4824532). 

130 QS3 Summer with Monika {Ingmar 
Bergman 1952 Swe). A good example 
of Bergman's early work, before he 
made The Seventh Seal anti was 
engulfed in symbolism. Two precocious 
performances-from Harriet Andersson 
and Lars Ekborg- lend a truthfulness to 
this tale of two teenageis from 
Stockholm whose summer love affair 
turns sour under the weight of unwanted 
pregnancy, cramped living quarters and 
r (706358). 


6.00 GMTV: News. 6.10 Professor Bubble. 
630 Barney and Friends. 6.50 Our 
House. 7.10 Bug Alert! 7.40 Disney's 
Wake Up In toe Wild Room. 8.50 
Pbwer Rangers Zeo (92059951. 

9.25 Mashed (Sj?832544Q2). 

1130 Hie Chart Show (SI (840631. 

1230 Mad Science (665991. 

130 News, Weather (7) (45351266). 

1.05 London Weekend Today (453505371. 

1.10 International Motor Racing. This one 
highlights toe F1A GT and International 
Formula 3000 championship races, 
whatever they are (6575266). 

2.10 SeaQuest DSV (SXD (507471 1). 

3.10 BIS The Plot to IGfl Hitter (Lawrence 
Schiller 1990 US). Brad Davis leads the 
1944 conspiracy, supported by Ian 
Richardson (87570841). 

4.50 News, Sport, Weather (T) (2254247). 

5.05 London Weekend Tonight (3318421). 
5.20 The Sylvester and TWeety Mysteries 

(51(75 (3320266). 

5.40 New Baywatch. A military Jet crashes 
Into toe ocean endangering a nearby 
nudie beach. I kid you not (1 68150). 


6 AO Miraculous Melkips (R)($) (7030266). 

' 7.05 Sonic the Hedgehog (R) (2153421). 

735 Creepy Crawlers (31 (66856241. 

8.00 Transworld Sport (R) (54599). 

9.00 Morning Line (SI (21686). 

10.00 Channel 4 Athletics. Magazine 
presented by Steve Cram (SI (58421). 

11.00 Mission Impossbie (71 (45957). 

12.00 Rawhide (76976). 

1.00 ED The Dark Avenger (Henry Levin 
1955 UK}. Errol Flynn’s final 
swashbuckler is tittle more than a 
collection ofdrcbfe filmed on toe 
aband oned (v anhoe tot (29241325). 

235 EMI Charge of the U^tt Brigade 

(Michael Curtiz 1936 US). From his sad 
end, above, to Errol Flynn’s brilliant 
swashbuckling beginnings, here working 
with his favourite director. Historically a 
bad joke, but a rousing melodrama all 
toe same (3582 7841). 

4.40 Travelog Ttefcs. Louisiana (6775889). 

5.05 Brookskle Omnibus (51(71 (4653995). 

635 Rkfing the Tiger (S)(7} (741792). 


UI 

ngtoe 


toe city in winter i 


To 2.55am. 



7.55pm ITV Ghostbusters II 
Bin Murray and co take on some supernatural slime in this underrated comedy 


630 feu Ye Been Framed! (R)(S)(7) (402). 

7.00 Barrymore (S)0) (799599). 

7.55 BBO Ghostbusters II (Ivan Reitman 
1989 US). Underrated sequel reunites 
the original trio (Bill Murray Dan 
Aykroyd and Sigourney Weaver), but toe 
movie belongs to - or is stolen by - the 
wisecracking Murray. The witty premise 
involves New York being under threat 
from slime generated by toe collective 
anger of Manhattanites (236730441. 

930 News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) 
(858686). 

1035 Into the Unknown: The ABens Are 
Coming. See Preview, above (S)(T) 
(979976). 

11.05 12J9 The Island of Doctor Moreau 
(Don Taylor 1977 US). Not the recent 
Marion Brando version of toe HG Wells 
story, but a bland effort starring Burt 
Lancaster as toe mad doctor grafting 
humans and animals on his island 
hidea way (T) (851957). 

il 


1971 US). Chariton Heston has LA to 
himself after a chemical world war- 
alone that is. except for light-sensitive, 
anti-technology mutants (25 91 93). 
2.50 Box Office America (2383193). 

3.15 Club Nation (R)(S)(T) (1412025). 
4.10 Dating Hie Enemy (RXS) (7788938). 
5.00 Cybernet (80822). To 5.30am. 


730 Drugs, Dogs and D-Wing. See Preview, 
above (S)O) (228). 

8.00 Hard Cell. A critique of British prisons by 
■ two men from opposite ends of toe 
system: Dr David Wilson, former head of 
prison-officer training, and Frank Cook, 
a former inmate (S) (7637709). 

9.05 Rules of the Game. Documentary 

following preparations for toe prisoners v 
officers football match at HMP Bariinnie 
in Scotland (T) (5702605). 

10.25 B33 Scrubbers (Mai Zetteriing 1982 
UK). A sort of Scum for girls, this sfee- 
of-fife about two female borstal inmates 
was co-written by Scum's Ray Minton 
(7) (41 7537). 

12.05 The Visit Drama written by young 
offenders from HMP Hull (52 9872 4). 

12.50 Out of the Frying Pan. Documentary 
about toe release of Mark Leech, who 
studied law during his eight years in 
prison (9895700). 

1.55 BH9 Silent Scream (David Hayman 
1990 UK). The estimable Iain Glen 
plays Larry Winters - who was jailed tor 
murder in 1963 and only escaped toe 
death penalty because of a medical 
condition (237984). 

335 Jack and Jeremy's Real Lives (R)(S)(7) 
(45590262). To 4.05am. 
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Ybung actors rMnart^Whood 

traumas suffered by cetefari ties - to 

week, those of fira/^hW/^ar 

Francesca Martinez (5) ( 80274114 , . 
n OOTumstvie- Gail McKenna and Domtnw 

oSHSS icS, ahead to the Wtabteton 

fortnight and the British Uons T^ts 
against toe Springboks (78934995). 
1230 5 News (SK T) (26886334). 

1.00 The Mag (S) (3911024). 

2.00 USA High- Teenage srtcom about toe 
students of an American school m Pans. 
Ashley felte for a leatoer-dad motor- 

3.15 Sunset Beach Omnfixis (77 

6.00 ?News and Sport (S)( V (4924421). 

6 (6 Hercules: the Legendary Journeys (hi 

(2622112). 

6.55 Night Sever. Suggs - and toe seemingly 
endless supply of C-list celebs he seems 
to have tapped into - hosts the karaoke 
entertainment show (S) (4957518). 
7.50 5 News and Sport (S)|77 (7241976). 

8.10 JAG. Our hero has to prevent Iran from 
downloading secret information from a 
captured plane’s computer (5233228). 

9.00 sra The Big Picture (Christopher 
Guest 1989 US). Pretty sharp satirical 
comedy from director Guest and his 
This is Spinal Tap oo-writer, Michael 
McKean - one of toe last films made 
under the David Pirttnam regime at 
Columbia. Kevin Bacon plays the 
aspiring writer-director who watches his 
dream project - a Bergmanesque black- 
and-white period drama - get chewed 
up and spat out by the Hollywood 
system. Jennifer Jason Leigh and 
Superman’s Ten Hatcher co-star, and 
John Cleese, Elliott Gould and Roddy 
McDowafi provide cameos 

- (99152131). 

1035 BIO The Believers (John Schlesinger 
1987 US). Schlesinger slums it with 
this souped-up devil-worship hokum in 
which Martin Sheen investigates pagan 
rituali stic killings (9835 784 1 1 . 

1.10 BIBI Land Raiders (Nathan H Juran 
1970 US). Ho-hum violent western in 
which unlikely brothers Telly Savaias 
and George Maharis fall out amid 
Indian attacks (9387822). 

3.00 BUS It Canre from beneath the Sea 
(Robert Gordon 1955 US). “If being a 
giant octopus, which emerges from the 
Pacific and wreaks havoc on the streets 
of San Francisco, very silly, of course, 
but fey Harryhausen’s ground-breaking 
stop-motion special effects may be 
worth a sleepless night (304241931. 

4.20 The Road. Ongoing country music 
series (44532532). 

4.40 Prisoner Ce0 Block H <32332801. 

5.30 Whiffle (R)(S)(T) (5141 993). To 
6.00am. 


ITV/Regions 

Videos 166599). 1-0^ and tfw Lest Ofr 



aw* aras ’arsEst 

Videos (6tj59. 1- p fight j$ Enough -lit- 
er (45350537) [ ^ 97S} . 

vSSr (7779995LJ 5.W 

5.05 Central NWS 

Videos (o659& lM*pi wbrldOtWbn- 

5- 11 “SSSSTi DSV (45520631. 

ra34S97&t 5.05 HTV Wates 
3.55 ® (3491518). 5.15 Dt> 

News and ! Sports ft ^ F||(n; Higfl Desert 

EBBS 2.35 FUm: 

19745321. 4.15 Recollections (-*4706880). 430 
. 5 30am Shift (59716). . . 

aTwtvMMb except 2.10pm The Jura! VSUime 
S^ssjefive^^5605Tz-45 seaQuert DSV 
14167334)- 330 Airwolf (232342)1. 4.1S The 
Urt (1996179). 54)5 - 5.15pm HTV Wes! News 

and Wfeatoer (S49J5JS). 

AsLondon except 1230pm Movies. Ga mes aart 
viftaosf 66599) 1-05 Meriifian News and VflsSt- , 
arSSS/t 2.10 The Read Show (148473531 
Open Waters 

Cartoon 1 1 892044;. 3JZ5^Uar- The Wtelrfk- 
Greatest Fates. Frauds and Rbt»s (9923421). 330 
seaQuest DSV (S 330957). 5.05 ftfendian News 
and Weather (3328421). 12.55 FBm:. 

Desert Kill (9321 74). 235 FUm: Puppet ona Ch*n 
(974532). 4.15 Recollections (44706880). 430 
. 5.30am Shift t5971 6). 

msTCOumw „ -■ 

As London except 12.30pm Movies, Games and • 
Videos (66599). 1.05 Westcounlry News 
(453505371. 2.10 Rim-. Battle beyond the Stars 
(595082). 3.55 seaQuest DSV f 8348976). 54)5 
Westcounlry News (33 J842I). 1235 Rtotrttfi - 
Oesert Kill (932 1 74). 235 Rtac Puppet on a Ctair* 
(97 4532). 4.15 Recollections (447068801. 430.; 

- 530am Shift (5S7J6). . 

YORKSHIRE / * 

As London except 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (66599). 1.05 Calendar News and Weath* ; 
er (45350537). 2.10 Cartoon (833676241Z2D 
Rim: Dtsnev's Son ct Rubber* (742063 L 355 
seaQuest DSV (8348976). 5.05 Calendar News 
and Weather (7779995). 5.10 Scorefln* i] 
rS48i 23J). 12.55 Teiesnop Home Shopping Ad- ^ 
vertising Magazine (3 748862). U25 In Bed with : 
Medinner (7649236). 1.50 FBDc Ti« Capture* 
(595464.1. 3^5 Coach (44377629JL 330 Ftm- 
ny Business (5 8441261). 4.15 CoHnS and Ha- 
conie's Marie Club (J 23581. 4.45 - S3QMB MunSs, 
She Wrote (5464 1 93). •• 

CHHIIIEL3ilORT1fEliT 

As Yorkshire except 1.05pm North East News 
(45350537) 5.05 North East News ( 77799951 . 
5.10 - 530pm Cartoon Time (8481131). 

S4C 

As C4 except 10.00am Home Improvement ; 
(35082). 1030 The Monkees (46247). 11M 
Channel 4 Athletics (45957). 12.00 Mission: ho-' 
possible (76976). 235 FHm: I love Mehrin 
(4556334). 4.00 The Waltons (7247). 5M Rah 
Pop (7778266) 5.05 Erookside (5492599). 630 
Spnnghili (604). 7.00 Newydbl on a Ctivraraepn 
(6929761. 7.15 Rygbi: Y UewoC v De Affrica 
(81229976). 830 Dilvn Ddae; Gwenwyn yn ft 
Uwd? (157773) 930 Haiti Cell (4500) 79). 5J0 

- 5.35am Dweebs (4488957.) 
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Radiol 

07*99 a»t HO 

6.00am Dave Pearce 930 Mark 
Goodier 1230 Lrsa I'Anson 3.30 
Trevor Nelson 630 Danny Ram- 
pling- Lovegroove Dance Party 

9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 12.00 
Radio 1 Reggae Dancehall Nlte 

2.00 Essential Mix - Roni Sue 

4.00- 6.00am Annie Nightingale 

Radio 2 

iBMOJUtW 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Bnan 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wrighfs Sat- 
urday Show 1.00 Talking Comedy 
130 The What If Show 2.00 Judi 
Spiers 4.00 Alan Freeman 530 
The Rolling Slones in Concert 630 
Leiber and Stoller: Yakety Yak! 

730 Let's Face the Music... A 
Tribute to Fred Pstaire 930 David 
Jacobs 10.00 Local Heroes 11.00 
Bob Hams 1.00 Sue McGarry 

4.00- 7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

603-92.4IMZ W} 

6.5 5am Weather; News Headlines. 
7 .GO Record Renew. 

9.00 Building a Library 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. This week, 
Michael Berkeley's guest is 
George Walden, former Conserv- 
ative MP and spokesman on ed- 
ucation who has recently 
developed a new career as a 
writer. 

1.00 News: Vintage Years. 

3.00 The Ririeyof Instruments. 

The vocal group Seicento and 
the Parley of Instruments, direc- 
tor Peter Holman, give a rare 
performance of Francesco Caval- 

IPs Mtssa Concerts ta. inter- 
spersed with instrumental pieces 
and motets. 

4.15 Cardiff Singer of the Wbrto. 
Elaine Padmore is Joined tv mu- 
sic critic Hugh Canning and 
artistic consultant Matthew Ep- 
stein to discuss the second half 
of this year’s competition and 
look forward to tonight's flnaf. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. This week, 

the British premiere of Strauss's 
Die aegyptische Helena, the 
birth of the orchestra, and the 
art of the Harlem Renaissance. 
6.30 Fibonacci Sequence. Galina 
Ustvotekaya: Grand Duet. 
Schubert- String Trio in B flat, 
D471. Sofia Gubaidulina-. Piano 
Quintet 

730 Cardiff Sine* of the World. 

Live from St David's Hal I in 
Cardiff. Natalie Wheen and Huw 
Edwards introduce toe final of 


Choice 



■:> \f. V>v-" v; : . 

Mforidpfey (i0.15pm R4), a 
six-weak 'season of international 
radio drama, starts in New 
Zealand with City of Hands, a . 
Wnd of They Shoot Horses, 
Don't 7?rey?fortofi Nineties, 
about a competition to win a 
car by not taking your band off 
It metaphor for the 

human, condfoon, or consum- 
erism, or something. Introduced 
by lyilhony Mir^iella deft). 


this year's competition. Five 
singers from the original 25 take 
part in the concert, with the 
BBC National Orchestra of 
Wates unda Graeme Jenkins 
and Carta Rid and piano ac- 
companists Ingrid Surgenor and 
Phillip Thomas. The pane) at 
judges includes Dame Joan 
Sutherland, Marilyn Home and 
Stuart Burrows, and is chaired 
by Anthony Freud, genera) direc- 
tor of Welsh National Opera. 

10.10 Fundamentals. Tom Wilkie 
modwates as neurabfotogst Su- 
san Greenfield and philosopher 
Galen Strawson debate ideas 
about consciousness. 

10.40 Cheltenham Jazz Festival. 
The second of two concerts from 
the festival features two saxo- 
phonists - Tommy Smith from 
Scotland and Chico Freeman 
from America. 

I. 15-7.003171 Through the Night 

Radio 4 

IftUiaftKHWblM 

6.00am News Boding. 

6.10 Farm ix 95 Today. 

630 Prayer for the Day. 

635 Weather. 

7.00 Today 

838 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9-05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway 

10.00 News; John Watters: Stuck 

in... Milton Keynes. 

1030 Double Vision. 

II. 00 News; The Week in West- 
minster. 

1130 EuroFile. Ofenta Frenkel 
presents a report on toe difficul- 
ties faced by Prague’s small 
Jewish community in its search 
for economic justice. 

12.00 Money Box. 

1235 I’m Sorry t Haven’t a Clue. 

1235 Vfeather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Nick Clarke's 
guests include Rabbi Julia Neu- 
bergar and Sir David Puttnam. 


135 Shipping forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: The 

George's Wife. Elizabeth Jolley's 
drama, co-produced with ABC 
Australia. Every day, Vera push- 
es Mr George’s wheelchair 
round the streets of Perth, West- 
ern Australia, wondering 
whether he remembers their life 
back In the Black Country as 
vhridly as she does. With RacheJ 
Atkins and Hugh Dickson. 

3.45 This Must Be the Place. 

4.00 News: Toad Pipe Meadow: 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 Fite on 4. 

5.40 Destination America. Christo- 
pher Cook tails to Manny Stein 
who, as a young Dubliner, ar- 
rived at EU& Island, the immi- 
gration station in New YOrk 
harbour, in August 1925. 

530 Shipping Forecast 

535 Weather. 

630 Sbc O'clock News. 

635 Week Ending. 

630 Ad Ub. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. An ex- 
ptoration of the sights and 
sounds of a Paul's Cathedral in 
the City of London. 

730 On These Days. 

830 Saturday Night Theatre 
Hulme Stories. By Bill Taylor. 

The second# four stories about 
three generations of the fictional 

Harrington family, b^ed on the 
reaMife memories of a Manches- 
ter community With Jana 
Hazetgove. (R) 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to Ten. 

939 Weather 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Woridpfay. City of Hands. 
Playwright Anthony Minghella 
introduces the first festival of 
international radio drama. 

The first of the series. City of 
Hands, by Stephen Bain and 
Deborah Tucker, was originally 
broadcast on New Zealand 
Public Radio. A group of people 


enter a competition to win a car, 
the winner being whoever can 
keep a hand on toe car longest. 
As the days progress, the com- 
. petition takes on a surreal 
quality. See Choice, feft. 

U. 15 Who Goes Home? (R) 
1130 Looking Forward to the 
Past (R) 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Story: The Woman 
Who Married Clark Gable. By 
Sean OTeofain. 

1248 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As Wbrld Service. 

530 Inshore Forecast 

531 Bells on Sunday 

5 35 -6. 00 am Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

Q2.W4.9ffi FH BflWfc US) 
ll.OOam-l.OOpm Test Match Spe- 
cial. Coverage of the third day's 
play in the Second Test at Lord’s 
between England and Australia. 
1.1 0-63 5pm Test Match Special. 

Radio 5 

1693. 909tib W) 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 The 
Breakfast Programme 9.00 Week- 
end 11.00 Top Gear 1130 The 
Game's Up 12.00 Interesting... 
Way Interesting! 1.00 Sport on 
Five 6.06 Six-O-Six 8.00 The 
Treatment 9,00 Dallyn UK 10.00 
Brief Lives 1030 Word Up 11.00 
News Extra 12.00 After Hours 

2.00 Up All Night 5.00-6. 00am 
Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

HDWMJWttFB 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Masters of Thar Art 

1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 Margaret 

Howard 630 Gardening forum 

7.00 Opera Guide 8.00 Evening 
Concert 10.00 The Classic Quiz 
1230 Sally Peterson 2.00 Concert 
4.00- 6. 00am Sally Peterson 

Vir^n Radio 

(1215, 1197-lZPlBb UW 105 Mfi Pi) 
6.00am Lynn Ffareons 10.00 Russ 
'ri Jono's Greatest Hits 3.00 The 
Album Chart 6.00 Richard Porter 

10.00 Janey Lee Grace 2.00- 
630am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

(1981% an 

130am Newsdesh 130 Later 
from America 1.45 Britain Today 

2.00 Newsdesk 230 On Your Be- 
half 3.00 Npwsday 330 Music Re- 
view 4.00 Wbrid News 4.05 Wald 
Business Review 4.15 Sports 
Ramdup 430 From Our Own Cor- 
respondent 530 Newsdesk 530- 
6.00am Global Business 

© 


Satellits/cable 


SHI 

7.00am My little Pony 148222). 

7 JO Deify end His Friends (92889). 

8.00 Press Your Luck (89976). 830 
Love Connection (88247). 9.00 
Quantum Leap (69S60J. 10.00 
Kung Fu (81 773). 11.00 Legends of 
the Hidden City (35279). 11.30 
Sea Rescue 136808). 12.00 
Wrestling (48570). 2.00 Star Trek 
(69063). 3.00 Star Trek: The Next 
Generation (30624). 4.00 Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine (29232). 5.00 
star Trek: Voyager 16279). 6.00 
Xena: Warrior Princess 1 27624). 

7.00 Hercules: The Legendary Jour- 
neys (60353). 8.00 Coppers 
(3228). 830 Cops I (5063). 9.00 
Cops U (25325). 930 LAPO 
(99841). 10.00 Law and Order 
(69624). 11.00 LA Law (82402). 

12.00 The Movie Show (48782). 
1230 LAPD (64193). 1.00 Dream 
On (20919). 130 Saturday Night, 
Sunday Morning (69396). 2.00- 
6.00am Hit Mix (7204803). 

SRf 2 

7.00pm Superboy (4616063). 730 
Supertaoy (8JI3063J. 8.00 Hercules-. 
The legendary Journeys (6883957). 

9.00 ffacrfic Drive (6896422). 10.00 
Tales from the Crypt (9895860). 
1030 Tales from the Crypt 
(9811808). 11.00 Duckman 
(9011228). 1130 Duckman 
(5834599). 12.00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (2370990). 

KMECHMOEL 

6.00am The Gnomes’ Great Adven- 
ture (5750686). 7.15 Off on a 
Comet (8982 570), 8.10 Munchie 
Strikes Back (913726241. 10.00 
The Hanging Tree (2J063). 12.00 
On the Riviera (71808). 2.00 Prince 

of foxes* (585281. 4.00 Derby 
(2353). 6.00 Young Indiana Jones: 
Travels with Father (61082). 8.00 
Houseguest £40599). 10.00 Hide- 
away (5 04402). 11.45 Heavenly 
Creatures (617860). 130 Dirty 
Wteetend (240377). 3.15 The Wrong 
Woman (8402621. 4.50-6JJ0am 
Matt the Gooseboy (5923464). 

SKY MOVES 

6.00am The Frisco Kid (90976). 
a^QO The Nutaacher (50325). 

10.00 Uonheart: The Children's Cru- 
sade (234221. 12.00 Roswell 

(5 2082). 130 Magic Island 
(966861. 330 The Little Rascals 
(88082). 5.00 War of the Buttons 
(98624). 7.00 Roswell (88686). 

9.00 To Wong Foo, Thanks tor Every- 
thing) Julie Newmar (41228). 11.00 
Ntght Eyes 3 (658957). 12.45 
Exquisite Tenderness 032025). 235 
Promise Her Anything (464445). 
4.10-6.00am Llontwart: The Chit- 
dren’s Crusade (225464 ). 


ST IKMES GOLD 

6.00pm The Lodger (9692599). 

8.00 Suspect (9697044). 10.00 
Gardens of Stone (5973570). 

11.55 Ferris Buellar’s Day Off 
(7J62605J. 1.40 The Devil Rides 
Out (3305358). 3.20-6.00am 
Deadfall (96209938). 

sasprmi 

7.00am World Sport 122044). 730 
Watesports ( J 7402). 830 Racing 
(55808). 9.00 Rugby (25624701. 

1.00 Extreme Sport (720631. 2.00 
Super League (84353) 3.30 Linns on 
Tour: First Test (46557*3). 6.30 Ten 
nls (21957) 7.30 Extreme Sport 
(7179). 8.00 Ringside (85782). 

10.00 Lions on Tour. First Test 
(549711). 1230 Golf (9)006). 
230-430 Ringside (30759) 530- 
730am Super League 1536671. 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7.00am Sailing (8593537). 730 
Sports Centre (8572044) 8.00 Soc- 
cer AM (5679063). 11.00 Gofl 
(1042334). 1.00 Golf f 28745 37). 

4.00 End Zone (7992353). 5.00 
Goff (3725911). 7.00 End Zone 
(89267 1 1). 8.00 Cricket: England v 
Australia (89)3247). 10.00 Spanish 
Football (7989889). 12.00-1. OOam 
Tennts (7329735). 

SXY SPORTS 3 

12.00noon Sailing (53392605). 
1230 Soccer Sevens (953320631 
130 Tennis (34667250). 4.00 
World Sport (410341 79). 430 

Motor Sport (225571 12). 630 Rac- 
ing (46869537). 830 Powerboat 
and Jet Ski (63916228). 9.00 Goil 

(39068518). 11.00 Golf 
(386467SH. 1 130-1 2. OQmicf night 
Survival of the fittest (92685082). 

UttTV 

6.00am Pin Money 7.00 Fashion 
730 Sport 8.00 A Game of Two 
Scarves 830 Looking tor Love 8.45 
PW Squad 9.00 Revelations 930 
Fashion 10.00 Apwy 1030 Looking 
tor Lwe 10.45 Pet 5quad 11.00 Trial 
TV 1130 Fate and Fortune 12.00 
Why Files? 1230 A@ony 130 Trial 
TV 2.00 Fashion 230 Agony 3.00 
Fate and Fortune 330 Pin Money 

4.00 Revelations 430 Pet Squad 
4.45 Looking for Love 5.00 A Game 
Of Two Scarves 5.30 Why Fife? 6.00 
Fashion 630 Sport 7.00 Pin Money 
730 A Game of Two Scarves 8.00 
Fet Squad 8.15 Looking for Love 
830 Agony 9.00 Handy Hunks; 

Sham Rock Quiz 9.30 Trial TV 10 00 
Topless Darts. Sport 1030 Stand-Up 

11.00 Topless Darts; Fate and For- 
tune 1130 Sex 12.00 Handy Hunks- 
Exotica Erotica 1230 A Game of r™ 
Scarves 1.00 Sland-ljp 130- 
6.00am Night time programmes 





Every week on VH-T, win a pile of log classic CDs. 
Eix your eyes on Happy Hour, eV ery night. a t 5ptr 


VH“1 


MUSIC THAT MEANS SOMETHING 
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